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DEDICATION 
This book is dedicated to the memory of the brave pioneers 
who first walked the paths that led to Holland, and to all 
those who follow after. 

We gratefully acknowledge the generous assistance of a New Horizon grant from the 
Department of Health and Welfare to assist with the publication of this book. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE REEVE 
In order to pay tribute to our ancestors and pioneers of Holland Township, a group 

of citizens called the "Holland Township Historical Society" met and formed a book 
on " The History of Holland Township from 1850-1982". 

This required many hours of work and research but with the co-operation of many 
people our book has been completed. 

I am proud to have been asked to give the message from the Reeve and feel sure 
as you read our book it will be with proud feelings to have been a resident of this 
Township. 

I would like to pay tribute to the Society and the people who were contacted for 
pictures or information, etc . and for the many hours of work both in research and 
travel in order to make this book possible. 

Frank Beirnes, 
Reeve, Township of Holland 

DOWN MEMORY LANE 
When October glory glows on the hills, and valley woodlands resemble Oriental 

rugs of scarlets and yellows, purples and browns, a man should climb a high road 
into the hills. 

A way from noisy and speeding traffic, there are roads that twist and amble leisurely 
along the shoulders and over the crests of upland ridges. On the high roads in October 
one can relax and regain a perspective that is too often lost in the milling thro_ngs 
and confusing marts of commerce. 

These quiet, old dirt roads are a part of our nation's history; generations ago men 
and women with dreams came into the hills to make homes and build farms. Here, 
in years gone by, men and boys dragged the roads in spring with log drags; in winter 
they went forth with teams of oxen to break them open after a snowfall. Along these 
high roads boys and girls tramped to school with lunch pails in hand. 

Now the old roads drowse in the quiet of an October day. They have played their 
role in the drama of a nation's growth. They are no longer commercially important, 
but there are those who learn as they travel the years that some of life's greatest values 
do not have a price tag. 

- The Telegraph Journal, Saint John N.B. 
Courtesy: Reader's Digest October 1982. 
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FOREWORD 
Those of us who have compiled this story have been privileged to walk for a short 

time in the footsteps of those who went before us. We have learned, with admira
tion, of the hardships they endured, the obstacles they overcame, and the 
resourcefulness they exhibited in coping with the great adventure of opening up a 
new land. We have enjoyed the reminiscences of those who recall the early beginnings 
at first hand, or were able to relate the stories of a previous generation. It was ap
parent that the joys of a closely-knit, supportive community far outweighed the hard
ships it endured. 

We are grateful to all those who loaned precious photographs and documents for 
inclusion in this history. We appreciate the time and labour that went into the com
piling of records and accounts. Without this help the book could not have been written. 

The Council of Holland Township has been most supportive of the project and 
has been generous in its assistance with funds and with materials, and in providing 
a place where the Historical Society could meet. Township Clerk Arnold Rosenburg 
has offered invaluable cooperation in the mechanics of transcription. 

We further acknowledge the work of Arthur Clarke who took many of the 
photographs of the township expressly for this book, including the coloured photo 
on the cover. Photos were also taken by Walter Harpley, and David and Lenore Still. 
Artist Bruce P. McLeod generously donated original sketches to enhance the chapter 
headings. Student Ronald Beirnes won the competition for the design of the emblem. 

The Owen Sound Sun Times, the Markdale Standard, and the Meaford Express 
permitted us to include excerpts from their early newspapers. Canadian Pacific kindly 
forwarded photographs of early railway stations. The Saugeen Valley and North Grey 
Conservation Authorities contributed both photos and printed material. 

We know that, in spite of our utmost efforts, errors may have occurred, and im
portant items omitted. For these failings we offer our apologies. Every attempt has 
been made to ensure the correct spelling of proper names, in spite of the discrepancies 
found in the various sources. 

Since history is not static, others will some day continue the story that we have 
here begun. We hope that future travellers along these paths will find the footprints 
we have made worthy of their further efforts, and that present travellers may find 
them of interest. 

(iv) 

Mildred Young Hubbert, Editor 
Holland Township 
August l, 1983 
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The Paths that Led to Holland 
Holland Township lies on a plain near the centre of Grey 

County in the Province of Ontario, and covers approximately 
73,440 acres. The topography is generally rough and rocky, 
with some stretches of fine land comparatively level and free 
from stones. Several small lakes lie within its limits, drained 
by tributaries of the Saugeen, Big Head and Sydenham 
Rivers. The timber is mostly maple and beech, with an oc
casional sprinkling of hemlock , and extensive stretches of 
cedar swamps . 

As the W.W . Smith Directory of Grey County (p. 127) 
saw it in 1864, "The township is somewhat hilly, and will 
be in some parts , when a little older, very romantic." One 
of these 'romantic' spot was just north of Chatsworth 
where the Spey River (a tributary of the Saugeen) meets the 
present Highway # 10. 

The Grey County Atlas of 1880 (p. 13) was less generous 
in its assessment, stating that the township "cannot be 
truthfully described as otherwise than backward," although 
the authors hoped that the new railway would improve its 
status. 

When the first white sett lers arrived early in the 19th cen
tury, they found the area to be the home and hunting 
grounds of the Algonkian Ojibway Indian bands who moved 
down from their settlement along the west side of the 
Sydenham River for brief periods. Sometimes they came in 
small family groups, and sometimes in larger numbers. 

When they formed their camps, they erected conical teepees 
twelve to fifteen feet in diameter at the base and covered 
with birch or elm bark. Evergreen branches topped with furs 
formed their beds that circled the inside of the teepee around 
a central fire whose smoke escaped through a hole high 
above where the tent poles converged. 

From these camps the Indian people roamed throughout 
the area to hunt and fish, to gather berries, nuts and herbs, 
to tap the maple trees and to gather wild rice, all in season. 
The women in camp tanned the hides of the animals and 
made clothing for their families; they gathered sweet grass, 
osier reeds and birch bark with which to make baskets 
decorated with porcupine quills and later with beads obtained 
from the white traders. And, of course, they prepared the 
food for the returning men and the other members of their 
families. 



These Indian people were members of the Na wash band 
whose forbears long before had lived along the northern 
shores of the Great Lakes, but who, after the destruction 
of the Hurons south of Georgian Bay, and their own later 
victory over the Iroquois had moved into the former Huron 
lands . The Nawash group maintained contact with their 
relatives the Chippewas (Ojibways) on the Credit River and 
along the north shore of Lake Ontario. Many years of travel 
between the two groups had cut a well-defined trail across 
the tract of land that would later become Grey County, and 
which eventually formed the Toronto-Sydenham Road. 

Although the Indian people continued to follow this trail 
for many years and to camp in the area, through a series 
of treaties between 1817 and 1857 they conveyed their rights 
to the land and withdrew to the Saugeen and Cape Croker 
Reserves. 

Holland Township was incorporated in 1850, and as in 
the case of other Grey County Townships, was named after 
a member of the British Nobility, Lord Holland, Baron 
Holland of Holland in the City of Lincoln and Baron 
Holland of Foxley in the County of Wilts. 

Lord Holland (Henry Edward Fox) was the fourth and 
iast Lord Holland. He was born in 1802 and died in 1859, 
a very wealthy man. 

His father, the third Lord Holland (Henry Richard Vassal 
Fox), was born in 1773 and died in 1840. Henry Richard, 
Vassal 's father, died in 1774 so he was brought up by his 
mother and his great uncle, Charles James Fox. Henry was 
a strong proponent of the abolition of slavery, denounced 
union with Ireland and pushed for admission of Roman 
Catholics to seats in Parliament. He succeeded his brother, 
Stephen Fox (the second Lord Holland) who lived only six 
months after the death of their father. 

The first Lord Holland was born Henry Fox in 1705. He 
was a son of Sir Stephen Fox who was an extremely wealthy 
English statesman, his liquid wealth calculated "conser
vatively at £200,000" in the late 1600's. He received two 
baronies and was created the first Lord Holland in 1763 . 
He, too, was a man of great wealth and bought Holland 
House near Kensington Palace in 1767, "The Greatest 
House in London", which became a-salon for statesmen and 
for writers and scientists. Henry re-married at 77 and had 
four sons by this marriage including the second and third 
Lords Holland. He was the brother of Charles James Fox 
who was the brilliant British Orator and Statesman, associate 
at times of Pitt, the younger, supporter of the American 
Revolutionary cause in Parliament and of the abolition of 
slavery, and brother of Stephen Fox Strangways (the first 
Earl of Inchester). 

The father of Charles Gaviller was the Owen Sound 
surgeon, Dr. Charles Alexander Fox Gaviller, son of Dr. 
A. Charles Gaviller, an eye, ear, nose and throat specialist 
of Grand Valley and Sudbury. He married Florence 
Strangways of Bond Head in 1883, a great-grandaughter of 
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the second Earl of Inchester and second cousin of the fourth 
Lord Holland; she lived in Owen Sound with her son from 
1912 to 1916. 

THE LIFE OF THE PIONEERS 
In 1924, Mrs. John Ferguson of Chatsworth was 91 years 

old. At that time she wrote a description of her early years 
in Holland Township, where the experiences of her pioneer
ing family were shared by many others around them. The 
description is reprinted by courtesy of the Owen Sound Sun 
Times, which published the account on January 8, 1936. 

"Islay, Scotland, near the hamlet called Port Helen in the 
north was my birthplace and I was born in February 1833. 
My father was Duncan Sinclair and my mother's maiden 
name was Euphemia McDouga/. My fat her was a farm 
labourer and never received over 501 per day for his work. 
His brother, John, came to Canada in 1841 and settled in 
Chinguacousy. My father also decided to try his luck in 
Canada. On the day of his departure my mother fainted 
because he was going away. He sold what little stock he had 
and bought tickets for the family. My mother had the 
washing on the line, but we hastily got our few belongings 
together and started for Greenock. We had to wait there 
a few days to catch a boat and this gave my mother an op
portunity to dry the washing she had taken off the line the 
day we left home. 

I was ten years old at the time we left England. We were 
about six weeks on the ocean but eight weeks from the time 
my fat her stopped working in Scotland and started working 
in Chinguacousy. We had lived in Chinguacousy three years 
when my fat her left for the Georgian Bay district and took 
up land for himself and his oldest son, John . They located 
not far from Annan, but the land proved to be undesirable, 
mostly swamp. They did not remain there, but the following 
year my brother, Donald, took up a grant of 50 acres and 
70 acres reserve on the Second Concession of Holland 
Township not far from the village which later was kno wn 
as Chatsworth. 

In the spring of 1847 my father and brother, Donald, 
moved to Holland Township. Their first abode was made 
of slabs, split from cedar trees which were leaned up against 
a tall tree that had been turned out of root. This sort of tree 
was called 'turn-up'. In May of the same year my brother 
went to Chinguacousy for my mother and me. We left my 
only sister, Effie, with a neighbour woman for the summer 
as she was too small to walk the distance. We drove our 
cattle and sheep with us and three days from the time we 
left we arrived in Holland. We walked all the way. We had 
to detour five miles at the 40 mile swamp, which was 40 miles 
from Owen Sound and hence its name. At McCauley's 
beaver meadow, near Williamsford, we had to pay 25 cents 
to go through Mr. McCauley's farm to get around the beaver 
meadow. 



At that time there were no fences and the cattle and sheep 
roamed at will and we did not get any chance to milk the 
cows. In the summer of 1847 we built a log cabin of one 
room and the following winter Donald made a wooden 
sleigh, called a jumper, and with the oxen went back to 
Chinguacousy for Effie and household goods we had left 
there. The village of Chatsworth did not have a name in 
those days but a Frenchman named Coyer kept a tavern and 
cooper shop where the Campbell House now stands. The 
Garafraxa had been chopped out but no road made. The 
Toronto line did not come into existence until some years 
later. Owen Sound was then a small village rtnd the only doc
tor was Dr. Lan15 who lived near what is now Bothwell's 
Corners, but which in those days was called the lake shore. 

In 1849 work was commenced on the /ownline between 
Holland and Sydenham east of the Garafraxa. While cut
ting trees to make the road my brother, John, had his leg 
broken. The only doctor was Dr. Lan15 but he did not come 
to al/end him. So John Ferguson, a neighhour who later 
hecame my hushand, made a hox to ./it around the hroken 
leg. He was carried two miles on a hand harrrow £(/ier the 
leg was hroken he.lore they reached his home. 

One day my fa ther was cutting wood and the axe glanced 
and cut his foot. My mother bound the foot up in wool but 
during the night the wound began to bleed again freely. l 
was then about 14 years of age and my t wo brothers were 
working with other farmers and earning money and their 
keep. I made a torch of birch bark and went to the next 
neighbours home, Richard Craven Sr. Another neighbour, 
Donald McDonald Sr. was at the Craven ho111e at the ti111e. 
They both returned home with me. They re111oved the wool 
and held my father'sfoot higher than his body and slOµped 
theJlow of blood. My father was weak for a long ti111eji·o111 
the loss of blood. 
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About the year 1848 one of our neighbour women died. 
There were no hearses in those days, neither were there 
horses and wagons. My brother, Donald, took the jumper 
and the oxen and they placed the coffin on the jumper. He 
drove the oxen following the trail that wound about hills 
and through the swamps until the Anglican cemetery near 
Chatsworth was reached where burial was made. 

There were no stoves in those days. Neither were there 
matches or coal oil or yeast cakes. A fire-place was made 
from stones and mortar, built in one side of the house with 
a stone chimney some few feet higher than the roof A great 
deal of heat was lost by this large chimney but it also acted 
as a good ventilator. The bottom of the fireplace was 
covered with flat stones that extended past the walls a little 
way into the room. Hooks were placed in the upper part 
of the fire-place on which to hang pots for cooking. A long 
frying pan was placed thereon. An iron pot with an iron 
cover was used for baking bread. This was likewise placed 
on coals on the hearth and coals placed on top of the lid. 
Flint was used to start the fire and when once started great 
care was taken to keep the coals alive by covering them with 
ashes at night. One morning our coals were dead and father 
and Donald went to a neighbour's about two miles away 
and carried some coals in an iron pot. In the summer there 
was no trouble getting coals because there were always burning 
log heaps that kept alive all night. It was after 1855 that 
we got our first coal oil. It had such a strong odour that 
if placed in a building it would impart its odour to things 
in ihe building. 

Not having hops, salt was used to make bread. One table
spoon of salt, one cup of flour, four cups of lukewarm water 
were mixed and set in a pot of lukewarm water and placed 
near the fire to keep warm, but not hot, until it would rise. 
When sufficiently light, four additional cups of lukewarm 
water were added and enough flour to knead the bread into 
loaves. When well kneaded the loaves were placed in the 
bake pot and left to rise. When light they were covered with 
coals until baked. 

The summer. after our arrival in Holldhd Township we 
had some land cleared and raised some potatoes and other 
vegetables. We also made maple syrup and maple sugar and 
could get flour at Inglis mills. Every year more land was 
cleared and gradually fences were built, grain crops raised, 
orchards set out and roads made. 

On December 24, 1850, I was married to John Ferguson, 
who lived on Lot l Concession 11 of Sydenham. Our wed
ding party of 16 walked to the "Rising Sun" which was the 
name of the tavern on the Garafraxa, later called Ashley. 
There we were met by Rev. John McKinnon, the first 
Presbyterian minister in Owen Sound, who performed our 
marriage ceremony. Then we walked back to my parents ' 
home and had our wedding dinner of roast chicken, 
potatoes, vegetables and pumpkin pie. After dinner the fur
niture was pushed to one side and dancing was enjoyed to 
the accompaniment of the bagpipes played by Neil Cowie. 
John Ferguson was also a native of Scotland, born on May 
20, 1818, in lverness. He came to Canada in 1832 and was 
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ELECTION NOTICE 
Public Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Qualified Electors of the 

Township of Holland will be held in 

PR.ICE'S HALL, HOLLAND CENTRE, 
ON 2._ fr 

JTIDN.. DECEJTIBE~ 1. 190~ 3 
At the Hour of One O'clock P . M ., for the purpoee of receivi)lg 

nominations for the 

Offices of Reeve and Councillors to serve during 
the Year 1908.'-i-

In the event of more than the requisite number of persons being nominated for any 
of the offices, and should a poll be neceeeary, the poll wm be taken on 

:MON., -1 A.N"O' A.:RY t,4 1908, 4 
Commencing at the hour of Nine o'clock in the forenoon and closing at the 

hour of Five o'clock in the afternoon. as follows : 

Polling Su'b-divieion No. 1. Town Hall, Chateworth; Malcolm Cameron. D. R. 0 . 
Polling Sub-division No. 2 , ~.!all, Lot 5, Con. 11 ; Jamee Adame, D. R. 0 . 
Polling Sub-division No. 8, · Hall, Berkeley ; J~ ~ - D. R. 0. 
Polling Sub-division No. 4 , School-house Section No. 8, 'f....J...SpoaR, D. R. 0 . 
Polling Sub-division No. 5, Price's Hall, Holland Centre ; Daniel Telford. D. R. 0 . 

7 J JAMES P. HARE, 
Holland. December :1;'1-, 190li. Township Clerk and Returning Officer. 

~ ThePrint.erL 

This eleclion nolice was used for bolh 1903 and 1904 eleclions. 
( lll lrt l.'.,~ ol Ho lland To" 11',hip Rl.'1.:ord.., 

three months on the ship, an outbreak of smallpox causing 
the delay. He first worked at a grocery store in Montreal 
and in 1837 fought against the rebel leader, William Lyon 
Mackenzie. He worked in Glengarry and also farmed three 
years in Tuscarora before taking up land in Sydenham 
Township in 1844. 

Stone ruins on West side of Highway 10 between Holland Centre and 
Berkeley. 



We lived in Sydenham until 1856 when we moved to Lot 
4 and 5 Concession 3, Sullivan. Two years prior to this 
James Duff purchased a horse and for some years it was 
the only horse in the district. About the year 1861 Dr. 
Duncan McGregor took up residence in Chatsworth. Before 
his arrival, Mrs. Embro, who was a good nurse but not 
professional, attended cases of confinement. One Sunday 
morning when my brother Donald's wife was walking from 
her home in Holland to service in the Baptist Church on 
the fourth concession of Sullivan she saw three large grey 
wolves near the river Spey. They were as much frightened 
as she and stealthily glided away into the forest. We used 
to card the wool by hand and spin the rolls and twist and 
reel the yarn. Mr. Robert McNabb, who had a cabin between 
the Garafraxa and the railway on the town line between 
Holland and Sydenham would weave the yarn into cloth. 
The yarn was made into warm, comfortable garments of 
all kinds, but not fashioned after the Paris models. They 
were sewn by hand with real linen flax. Those were the days 
before shoddy materials were invented. 

When we had butter and eggs to sell, two or three women 
would go to Owen Sound and carry the butter and eggs to 
exchange for groceries, drygoods, etc. The children would 
be left in the care of one of the other neighbour women. 
It was no easy task walking ten or twelve miles over cor
duroy roads and carrying a loaded basket both ways. One 
day my sister-in-law, Mrs. Peter McGregor and I were walk
ing to Owen Sound and we were very tired. Mrs. McGregor 
said: "Never mind, Flora, you have a son and I have a son 
and some day they will drive us". I thought she was very 
optimistic and little did I dream that I would live to see the 
day when my son would drive me in an automobile. In 1871 
the narrow gauge railway was built into Grey County com
pleting from Toronto to Owen Sound. That was a wonder
ful event. 

Sometimes we got ten cents per pound for butter and eight 
cents a dozen for eggs. Tea was $1.25 per pound and sugar 
. 15 it per pound. Oats were .25 it per bushel. Thus it took 
5 bushels of oats to buy one pound of tea. Good cotton 
could be bought from 3 cents per yard to 12-112 cents per 
yard. From $2.00 to $5.00 was the price of boots and $5 .00 
was considered very extravagant. Women could look quite 
stylish in .50 it hats and a hat over $5.00 was considered to 
belong to the woman of wealth. Pork was bought from 
farmers at .03 It per pound dressed, lambs were from $1.50 
to $2.50 each, geese were .30 It each dressed, $25.00 was con
sidered a good price for a cow. Flour was $3.00 per barrel. 
A man who received $20.00 per month for the haying and 
harvest considered he received very great wages. The usual 
wage paid to farm hands was $150.00 a year and board. 
Wood was .50 It per cord piled in the bush and $1.00 on 
the market. A hotel dinner was served for .25 It and a 
restaurant dinner from . JOit to .15 it. Whiskey cost .151! per 
gallon. 

The first methods of lighting used by earlier se/llers con
sisted of some grease, usually tallow, in a saucer in the centre 

of which was a twisted piece of cotton rag. The rag was 
lighted burning the grease and so producing light. These were 
made at home. Coal oil came along in 1856. Gas and then 
electricity completed the evolution of light in the home. Each 
home made its soap supply with the use of potash." 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson had a family of ten children, six 
daughters and four sons. Mr. Ferguson died on March 26, 
1895. Mrs. Ferguson moved into the village of Chatsworth. 
She fell and fractured her hip in 1912 and from then until 
her death on July 7, 1924, made her home with her youngest 
daughter Jessie, Mrs. Thomas Young who was a well-known 
active worker in the Women's Institute. 

The census of 1861 listed the population of Holland 
Township as 2,317 people, who came from: 1 

England - 155 persons 
Scotland - 182 persons 
Ireland - 686 persons 
Canada - 1,261 persons (many of whom 
were U.E. Loyalists) 
Other countrie - 33 persons 

Agricultural products for that year were: 

Fall wheat - 1200 bushels 
Spring wheat - 44,889 bu. 
Barley - 973 bu. 
Pease (sic) - 8,590 bu. 
Potatoes - 42,362 bu. 
Turnips - 63,980 bu . 
Hay - 1,38 I Tons 
Maple Sugar - 12,485 lb . 
W<1ol - 5,563 lb.(s) 
Butter - 43,610 lb .(s) 
Cheese - 1,030 lb.(s) 

By 1880 the population had risen to 3,249. Among them, 
372 were counted as "Occupiers of land" of whom: 2• 

72 occupied from 20 - 50 acres each 
207 occupied from 50 - 100 acres each, 
and 90 occupied over 100 acres each. 

Real estate value of the township for that year was 
$566,940. 

Foo1no1es 

I. W .W. Smith, " Gaze11eer and Directory of the County of Grey", 
Toronto, 1865, p. 128. 
2. "llustrate Atlas of the County of Grey", Belden and Co ., Toronto, 
1880, p. 12 . 
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Among the people of Holland Township who subscribed 
to the 1880 Atlas of Grey County were the following: 
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(Page 46) 

ilOLLAND TOWNSHIP. 

And,r-11011, A. M., merchant in \\"illi:u11•fonl Vtllngc. 
Sullivan l' .0 HitN hvc,l in n,uuty bllH:c u; ;, ;_ 
Born in Ow•n Sou11,I. 

Archel', Jon•h, farmer , Willinm&fonl !-tlltim, l' .O. 
WII.!! horn h1 l 'ana<la, lti~X, nn,l octtlctl iu tlu, 
COllllty, l b6:!. 

Bree1e, R H. , r~tire,1 fornwr, re1i,lt:e in t'hatawnrth, 
anJ waa tht• firs£ at:tt lcr here. for M1tmt- ti111..- WRH 

Trrasurer of the townohi!). Born iu Norfolk l 'o. , 
Engl_nntl, 18:.!I. C•rnc tu ,·ouuty in 111~1 . 

BryA.n, Edward, farm t! I ' , reeidrng 011 Lot I, l '011 •. 2 
E.G R ., of whil'h he own• 711 acre•. Wa• 1,orn 111 
Hol'• Towuahip, 185 1, anu sdt:eu lien· iu l~i4. 
P O , Chateworth. 

Burton, John, farmer, livea on wt 82, l 'nn. 2, E.T. 
anti S. R. Ht! owns 3!".0 ~ll·n ~M. Horn in l-:11),da111l1 
18:.!5. Seltltt.i in Urey l.'o. , I 52. l ' .O. , )lal'k· 
.tale. 

Callan,ler, Do.,·icl, l>laek&rnith in Holl an<! Ccutre. l' .O., 
Williamefor.l Sto.tion. \\'a• a Township ,I 11.Jitur 
thr~e y~ars. He O\\ 11 ~ ~ acr t: v1ll11g~ l11t , "urrh 
l ~OO. Burn in Sc,1tla11J, l -Ui. :o;cttled llc11· in 
llli 2. 

Cameron, John, .J.P. , ft:trlllt'l'i on Lot 17, l\111 . a 
E.G. R, 95 a.-res. :-iettle1l in the rnuuty i11 1~45. 
For ttn ytars lw wa!4 Dtputy Ht:t!V e 0£ the t11w11• 
ship, a.nd tin~ ye&rs the Assteimr. Hurn i11 ~cot• 
land , 18:.?S. 

C1101pbell , Alexancler, merchant in Chats"·orth. 1111 ner 
of Ii! acres in the vill&gc, au,! 8:l acres of Lui 4:.!, 
Con. :! . \Vas born in Scotla11d, 18:!4, an,! ecttle,I 
here, 1850. 

Crowther, John, waggon-maker in Hollan,\ l'eotrc . 
P.O. , \V,lliamsfor.l Statioll. He owns 100 acres 
oi Lota 31 anti 33, ,·aht t'cl at· $1,000. burn 111 
Englancl, 181 7. S,ttled m count}, 1872. 

Freeborn, Thomas, hotel proprietor, Herkeley \ "illAgc. 
Wu born in Ireland, 1641, settli ng in county, l ~:,ti. 
P.O. , Berkeley. 

Galbro.ith, R. :\1., hotel !)rDprietnr an,I an ctioueer in 
Hollo.ncl Centre. P.O., \\"i lliamslord !-tutiun. 
\\·as born in Ireland, 11>37 . Camt to l;rey l 'o. , 
18:'15. 

Gillespie, Jamee, farmer. Owna Lots 74 an,! i :., l ·on. 
l , 1'. anu ::!. R., 100 acres, worth $3,IJ00. !-ettle,l 
in county, 1855; born 184 ~. Was in the l'oum·il 
two years. P.O., Berkeley. 

Hare, James, Jr. , school tPuc hcr in H ollun,l t ·,·ntre-
1'.0. , \Villiaotaford :-italion. \Vas l>oru in Canada, 
1859. 

llekrden, W. H ., speculator, Ch,.toworth. Catne here 
in 1873. Born in India, l ~r.o. 

Ingersoll, S. A. , •a•ldler an,I •h0t,maker, Holland 
Centre. P .O. , \\"illiarnafonl St&twn . Born in 
Cana.ta, 1850. C• me to eouuty in I bi 5. 

Ireton, Jame•, hotel proprietor in H,,llau,l l'entre. 
P.O., Williamsforu 'tation. H aa hved iu the 
county aince 1855. 

Morrow, A ., hotel pro1>rietor, L"ltate wo, tb . 
McGregor, D., M. D., phyaician, Chatawortb . 
Morrison, Jolin, inanranct 11ge::nt. ,\t· , 1 Strath:wen. 

C'ame from Scotlo.nd, 0.1111 •ettled III the ro 1111ty 
in 1870. 

McLellan, Altx. , M.D., !)hyaiclan, Walter's Falls. 
Murray, Jame •, mo11ey•lt:md,·r anti 8pt!Ct1latur. Arnott 

P . O l':orn in Scotlatul , 1815 l '•m" to Grey Co. 
in 1842. Has held the office of Ao•c•IOr •n<I lll·cn 
a member of the Townahip L'onn,·1I. 

Nigh, H ., mt-rchant, Stnth,wt!n. ('anw hut' in J8ti8. 
Born at Mukha111 , Ont., )84:J. Uw11s 100 l\,·rcs in 
Syd,·nlu,m Town•lti !), Lot I, Con. 4, mlu«I at 
13,0UO. 

N'ortoD, Wtllio.m, f&rm,•r. 1' .0 ., Walt,·r '• Falla. II,• 
owna 671 acres in the townal,ip, worth 116,0UO, 
and re•i<les on Lot 7, Cun. I I . He ha,! n ,co.t 111 
the Cou ncil 11 yean. Born in Cana.ta, 1831. 
Settleu rn Grey t 'o., 185~ . · 

Pickett, John, ae<'liou foremnn on the Toronto, nr~y 
and .Pfllce Hailro•d ; r<••i,le• in 1kt ktley , Born in 
Canadl\, 1852. Came here in 1~7;1, 

Prict, Carson, J . P. , general merchant, Hollau,l l.'entr,. 
Haa hel<l aeveral mun, ct!)AI otticee, ""'' is the 
present Townshil' Clerk . Hom in lrela,ul, I 3i. 
Settl•d in county, 1857. l'.0 . , \\"illiamafor<l Sta• 
tion . 

Heid, Rev. T. R. , miniater of the '.\leth0tli1 t Church, 
Chat.worth. Co.me htre in July, 18i8. 

Robertson, An1111•, hotel proprietror, \\"illiam&for.t Vil-
lage. P.tt., Sullivan. Horn in Cilna,la, 1835. 
S.ttled here, 18i5. 

Smith, .Moaee, propri,·tor of H ollantl Centre griat mills, 
anti dealer tn all kin,ta of grain. \\"ilhntnsfonl !-ta. 
tion P .O. Has I O ac,ea arnl mill prop.,rty, worth 
$6,000. Waa born in c.,oaua, 183:.!. Settled here 
in 1879. 

Skene, George, millwright, Altona P.O. , Ontario Co. 
Born in Canl\da, 0111I •ettJ.,d in that county, 1Sri2. 

Steele, Michael, Jr. , 11en,• ral mer.-1,ant in Hollan,l 
Centre. P .O. , \\'illtam,fnnl Station. l'nwe from 
Scotland and aettled in the ,ouuty. 1817. Born 
1853 . 

Wt.tson, Samuel, pump-manufacturer in HollntHI Centre 
Village. P. O. , \\'ill inm,fonl :-itation . H us li\'l',l 
in county ain ce 18!\2. 

\Vilson, John A. , iron -fou111ltr, owns Lot 8, l '011 . 3 
E.G . H., 100 acres, valnc,l al $:1,000. W n• l>ort1 in 
Aber<letn, Scotlaml, 184i, nu,I •cttle<l here iu )~~!•. 
P .O., Chateworth. 

\Villiams, Alfred, merch•ut, ,uul l'ost m&1ter of Holl&IHI 
Centre. He ow111 Lot '!.7, Coo. I, IOU acres, v&lu,• 
1900. W•s born in Engl,111.J, 1841. Callie to 
ur.,y Co. . I 8JO • 

Yates, ~arrlt~s,_ farmer, a111l cnrrit!• on a 1011n l\gt11 t·y 
bu11ne1s m Hollo.n,I Centre. P.U. , William,for.l 
Station. Hae live,) in l ;r,y Co. since 1858. 

The Statistics Canada census for 1981 shows the follow
ing figures for Holland Township: 

Population - 2220 
Age - 0 - 4 years 163 

5 - 19 564 
20 - 65 1231 
66+ - 264 

Area - 28,707 hectares 
Pop . Density per hectare - 7.7 
Average persons per family - 3.3 
No. of farms reporting - 182 farms 
Total farm acreage - 33,270 acres 
In crops - I 3,862 acres 
Pasture - 6,339 acres 
Summer fallow - 259 acres 
Other improved - 847 acres 
Woodland - 5,435 acres 
Other unimproved - 6,526 acres 
Oats for grain - 216 acres 
Barley for grain - 769 acres 
Mixed grains - 2,165 acres 
Corn for grain - 948 acres 



DETAILED STATEMENT 
- OF THI!-

Receipts and Expenditures 

l•'or the P~i-iod co111111enci11g h~ January, 1889, an<l ending tilt' 
I !ith of Dece111 ber, I 1189. 

Ktd()BlP1'S, 

Balance on haud from 1838 .. ... ........... $ 
,Ian . 17 ~'rom S. J . P,u·ker, refu',1d on acct Bylaw 17+ 

21 John ~1nroui s. 011 roll of HISS ...... . 
2;; 
25 

. Juu 26 
26 

,luly 31 
Aug 14 

H 
1-i 
1-1 
Hi 

Oct. :il 
:\"o,· 14 

15 
20 

0Pc. 6 
16 
16 
16 
u; 
16 

J ,m1es Cam pl,el I, Licf'lise T nspector .. 

A . !\I, Ross, on acct. Land l 111p '111 '~ Fund 
.T. :\l cDonald, ,T.P. ti11e KPn McKi,nzw 

Stew. Chalmers 
David Fraser. 
John Cohean .. 
H,tmp. Fox .. . 

Rich Shutt-, Collector for 1889 . .. .. .. . 
Treasurer of Sullivan for Court i-ent .. . 
Rich. Shute, CollPctor ......... . .... . 

TrnstePs of S. S. No. 4, refuuil. of loan 
Trustees of " !'jo, 10, 
:-l. J Parker, non-re;. land fund for 1~89 

eqniv. on acct: of bridges . . 

1243 4,j 
75 10 

uoo 00 
IGfi I ! 
l ;14 00 
:;; 60 

144 00 
4i li7 
10 Ofl 
8 00 
5 00 
5 00 

20 00 
1100 00 

i 50 
1300 00 
1360 00 
1500 00 
1800 00 
lHO 00 

25 75 
6 00 

~54 27 
82 74 

$11685_ 2; 

ROADS 
If settlers were to be attracted to the "northern 

Townships", access had to be improved . 

In 1833 Carles Rankin began a survey of much of the land 
and started to mark out the roads that would one day 
become the Toronto-Sydenham, and the Garafraxa. 

In 1837 he started his survey from Garafraxa, near Fergus, 
through what is now the townships of Peel and Arthur, to 
the present site of Mount Forest. In 1840 the line was 
somewhat improved with a few necessary removals of logs 
and small trees. In 1841 a new survey of the line was made 
by Mr. McDonald of Goderich. 

The road began to get better after the grant lots were taken 
up along it, and settlers had occasion to travel it. The first 
horse-drawn team to come through did so in the summer 
of 1842 and was driven by a person called Boulton. 

~far 2, 

.lun -i 

.I nl)· I It 

DKTAIED STA'l'EMl!NT. 

EXPENDITIJRE. 
Paid Wm . Norton, for ,wrvices KS Reev~ .... _. S 

Anthony Shute, Dep.-Reeve .. . 
James GalLrai1 h, U. ,uncillor . . 
'Wm Foster, Counc1llor .. _ 
"\Vm Hampton Cou11cillor . . 
A . E. Calcutt, relit'!" ... ........ . 
:\I. Ceasor, buildinl( liridge . . . . ..... . 
G,•o J . Bly~h, printing .. .... ..... . ... . 
J . P Hare, elecLio11 expenses . . . . . . ... . 
Uobt. Freeborn, taxes remitted acct. of tire 
., , .I. , ttarA, posfoge, stationerfancf"re-~1sfn 

" sel~cting Jurors . . ....... .. . . 
R. M. Galbraith " ... . .. . .. ... . 
J .. McCauley, road work, Hol. equirnlent. . 
John Marquis, salary as Collector for 1888 
'amuel Martin, charity ...... ......... . 

U J. :Blyth, Abbes or',i stationery ...... . . 
J oltn McDonald, Sftrvices as auditor ..... . 
Robert Avison, " " 
(; eorge DelacP, taxes ov .. rpaid in 1887 ... 
J . P . Hare, eervirl's on Board of Health .. 
\Vm . Norton, " 
,Tas . GillespiP, " 
J . P. Hare, regist'g Lirths, nu,rriages, dths. 
W ,n. Dixon, services on Board of Health 
Rich. Waters, " 
Treasurer, Municipal S. Equiv. for HIS~ .. 
R. Olmstead, repair. sidewalks Wal. Falis 
,John Sargent tRxes overpaid in 1887 ... . 
G. J. Blyth, printiug ........ . .... . ... . 
M. Howey, Conimiseioner in 1888 . ... . .. . 
Donald Mathewson, gravel ........ ... . . 
JamflS Ga!bra1th, Commissionel' . ... . .. 
A11tho11y Shute, 
Fred. Evers, building bridge .......... . . 
Robert McKennet, salary as AueB&or ... . 
Jame~ P. Hare, snlary as Clerk ..... ... . 
Mr. Morrison, repai ring bridge . . . .... . 
J:<. Olmstead, tiinhl'r for hridgl' ...... .. . . 
Christopher Hammell, buildin~ bridge . .. . 
Robert ~I cKPnnet, servic<>s as Assessor .. . 
TrustfeR S S No 4, paying teachers' salary 
Dr. McLellnn, ntt1mdance on Mrs Graham 
Francis Dowling, road word ... ... ..... . 

10 00 
10 (II) 

10 II) 

IU 00 
IU 00 
10 tlO 
II 00 
24 20 
tll 60 
7 50 
5 06 
4 00 
:i 00 
2 00 

75 00 
5 00 
9 iO 

10 00 
I O (l(} 

3 60 
1 5u 
l 50 
1 50 
6 20 
l 50 
l 50 

445 00 
20 00 

l 16 
66 15 

2 00 
1l 50 

3 00 
l 50 

40 00 
60 00 
35 00 

2 00 
10 00 
6 6:'l 

10 00 
25 OU 
6 00 

10 00 

From about 1848 the road became an important highway 
known in Grey County as "The Garafraxa" although 
farther south it was referred to as "The Owen Sound Road". 

The purpose of the Toronto-Sydenham Road was to pro
vide a direct route from Toronto to Sydenham (Owen 
Sound). In 1848 it was surveyed from Murray's Corners 
(Arnott) to Johntown (Chatsworth), and the whole road was 
widened throughout much of its angle-course across the 
townships of Holland, Glenelg, Artemesia and Proton. 
Along this line, 50-acre lots were given free to settlers, with 
George Snider acting as government agent for the settling 
of the road. 

As roads were surveyed, the trees were cut and laid in cor
duroy fashion across the trail, with earth and stones piled 
on top. Where this was not done, travellers had to find their 
way by means of marks blazed on the tree trunks, and over 
swamps not yet bridged by a layer of logs. Even in the 
cleared roads, tree stumps still protruded until they could 
be removed and rolled to one side. 
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Grader purchased in 1947 by lhe Town hip of Holland for $75.00. Roberl Wellwood was hired 10 lruck ii from Kirktown for 
assisled by Road uperintendent Allen Slorey and Ross Rosenburg. 
CourtC\\ or A . N . lar~c 

In 1853 the Provisional County Council requested the 
Governor and Legislative Council for money to help im
prove the roads which were in many cases still little more 
than bush trails. Gradually wooden bridges were built over 
the streams and rivers, and wooden culverts over the water 
courses. Logs were laid crosswise through low-lying and 
swampy stretches to form a firm base for the earth that was 
laid on top of them. On higher land, the earth was mounded 
up so that the water from melting snow or falling rain might 
drain off to either side. The problem remained in the 
springtime of the frost breaking up the clay surface and 
sometimes even the logs that lay below. 

John Telfer was engaged in the business of meeting the 
incoming settlers and of assigning them their location on 
the Garafraxa Road. On his plans he marked off the road 
into "townships" and it appears from his correspondence 
with the Commissioners of Crown Lands that what he meant 
by a "township" was an area of thirty, 200 acre lots fronting 
both sides of the Garafraxa without regard to the fact that 
the road would some day mark the boundary between two 
townships, one on each side of the road. Thus, to him , 

8 

Derby and Sydenham were the first township, Sullivan and 
Holland on the road were the second, and Bentinck and 
Glenelg were the third. He tried to work in an orderly man
ner and to fill up the lots in each of these townships as he 
went. 

The concessions that fronted directly on the Garafraxa 
were laid out by John McDonald who completed his survey 
of the road in 1841 . In what John Telfer called the "second 
township" McDonald's survey comprised Concession 1 of 
the township that later became Sullivan, and Concession 1 
of the township that later became Holland. The lots in these 
two concessions were the lots that Telfer was in process of 
granting to his swelling tide of settlers. 



As the demand for locations in the "second township" 
increased, additional concessions were laid out. On 
September 19, 1845, the Commissioner of Crown Lands in
structed Charles Rankin to survey the 2nd and 3rd conces
sions of the Township of Holland. The lots in the first con
cession contained 150 acres each, and were subdivided in
to three "fifties". Each "fifty" had a frontage of ten chains 
on the road and a depth of fifty chains. At ten-square to 
the acre, this arrangement produced a grant of 500 square 
chains of 50 acres. 

On completion of his survey Rankin made his report to 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands stating that the 
Township of Holland was hilly, broken, stony, and there 
were no mill sites. He recommended granting half-lots to 
settlers and again warned against speculators. 

The earliest patents for 50-acre Free Grant lots in the first 
concession of Holland were issued in 1845. Of the 90 such 
lots in that concession, Telfer's return of statistics, August 
31, 1843 showed 27 occupied. 

The following is a list of 'freeholders' and 'householders' 
in the Township of Holland as recorded by W.W. Smith 
in his Gazetteer and Directory of the County of Grey for 
1865-66. (page 129) 

Road drag and leveller, made entirely of steel, riveted together and the blades 
were replaceable. A team of horses were hitched to the large chain, and 
the man stood on the back of the drag. It was used prior to 1920. Bryan 
Elder hitched his team to the drag, to recall bygone days. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Elma Rosenburg 

NoTE.-In the following list.s, "East" or " West" Toronto and 
Sydenham Road, includes only the diagonal ranges parallel to that 
Road. " East Garafraxa Road," includes all the rest of the town
ship, whether contiguous to that road or not. The Gonces11ions 
number from the Garafraxa Road, Eastward. 

East of Toronto and Sydenham Road. 
Coo. Lot. 

Allan , James, Sr .... ..... . 1 74 
Archer, Jonah .... .... .... 2 4! 
Archer, Joseph ......... ... 2 43 
Baird, John, Jr ............ 2 15 
Blaney, Patrick ....... ... 2 72 
Blaney, David .. ...... .. ... 2 70 
Brown, Edward .... ........ 1 70 
Boyd, John ........ .. .. .... 1 53 
Clarke, Robert .... . ....... 1 39 
Clarke, Robert, Jr ........ 1 40 
Carter, Robert ............ 1 47 
Downey, Edward ......... 4 19 
Deavitt, John ......... . .. . 3 14 
Dalahinty, Edmund ..... . 2 12 
Dillane, John .... ... .. .... 2 35 
Edwards, Joel. ............ 1 13 
Erwin, Robert ··· ········· 1 30 
Er~in, Thomas . .. ... ...... 2 32 
Erwin, Samuel ..... .. .. ... 2 31 
Erwin , William ........... . 2 39 
Erwin, Joseph ...... . ..... 2 23 
Erwin, John ..... . .. ...... . 2 22 
Farley, Wm .. ... .... .. .. . 2 13 
Farley, James .. .. ...... ... 3 21 
Fagan, Edward ............ 1 89 

130 
Coo. Lot. 

Leitch, John ............... 2 51 
Leitch, Charles . .... ... .... 2 52 
Lawless, Lawrence . . . . .. . 2 49 
Lings, George .. . . .. . . . . .. . 1 84 
Logan, James . . . .. . . . .. .. . 2 79 
Mackey, William ......... l 21 
Montgomery, William ... 1 1 

Coo. Lot. 

Fowell, Thomas ............ 1 6 ~urray, James, Jr ... ..... 1 1 

Fanning, Joseph ... ......• 1 56 Minnes, John .. ..... .... . 1 3 

Fleming, John . .. ... .... .. 1 57 Montgomery, John ...... . 3 75 

Fleming, John, Jr ........ 1 59 Middleton, John .... .... .. 2 66 

Gilmore, Robert ...... . ... 1 4 Matthews, Patrick, Jr .. . 3 36 

Greenaway, Wm .... .. ...• 1 45 Malloy, Edward ..... .... . 3 26 

Gillespie, John ............ 1 72 Matthews, Michael.. .... . 2 17 

Glenn, John ............... 2 34 Murphy, John ············ 3 8 

Gates, Samuel . ......... ... 2 24 Murphy, John, Jr ... .. .... 3 8 

Gates, Thomas ....... .. .. . 3 19 Murphy, Matthew ........ . 2 5 

Gordon, John ..... . .... ... 3 1 Miller, S. C .......... . ..... 2 2 

Given, Robert ............ . 4 11 Matthews, Charles, Jr .... 4 17 

Hart, Humphrey ......... 2 18 McLean, John ....... ..... 2 26 

Hamilton, James .. .... ... 2 45 McKinstrey, James .... .. 2 25 

Hamilton, Patrick .. ..... 2 40 McLellan, John ......... 2 19 

Hamilton, Archibald . . ... . 2 38 McNally, George . ......... 2 83 

Hamilton, William .. ..... 2 36 McKay, Wm. , Jr .......... 1 10 

Handley, John ........... 2 27 McNeil, Arch'd .. .......... 1 41 

Irvine, Andrew . . .......... 4 9 Orr, Hugh .................. 1 2 

Jackson, William ......... 3 65 Porter, Andrew ·········· 2 78 

Jackson, David ............ 2 63 Perdue, Joseph .... . ..... .. 4 13 

Jackson, David, Jr ....... 3 64 Quin, James ............... 2 55 

Kinifeek, James .. ........ 3 24 Quin, John .......... ..... . 3 71 

Kinifeck, Jeremiah ....... 2 8 Roach, Edward ............ 2 11 

Kinifeek, James, Jr ...... 3 7 Ritchie, Andrew • .. .. ... .. 2 67 

Coo. Lot. 
Ritchie, John ............ 2 67 
Shute, James ............. 4 13 
Shunn, Richard . . . . . .. .. . 1 11 
Shunn, Wm ... .... .. .. .... 1 15 
Shunn, Wm ., Jr ......... . 1 15 
Silverlock, i\Irs ............ 1 24 
Sargent, John ..... .• .. ... . 1 66 

Sanderson, Robert ..... .. 2 76 
Sanderson, Thomas ....... 2 76 
Shute, Anthony ........ .. . 4 23 
Shute, Anthony, Jr . . .... 4 21 
Snooks, H enry ....... : . ... 1 20 
Troughton, Thomas ...... 3 22 
Trough ton, Francis ..... 3 1 '·' ,, 
Troughton, Samuel. .... . . 2 16 
Tompson, Joseph ....... . . 2 28 
Tidsbery, George ........ 2 68 
Thomas, Thomas ... . . ..... 3 69 
Timson, Robert .. .......... 1 18 
Underwood, Robert ....... 2 81 
Whitney, Thomas ......... 3 13 
Whitney, John .. ........... 3 11 
Winch, Charles ............ 2 25 
Williscroft, Benj ......... . 2 20 
White, Wm., Sr ..... .. .... 1 67 
Walker, Andrew .......... 1 78 

·Walker, George, Sr ....... 3 79 
Webster, Robert . ........ . 1 8 
Wark, David ...... ..... . ... 1 37 
White, Robert ...... . ... .. . 1 54 
Wright, James ..... ..... . .. 1 62 
Young, Samuel ......... . .. 2 57 

9 



West of Toronto and Sydenham Road. 
Con. LoL 

Allen, James, Jr .... .. . .. .. 1 76 
Allen, John ........• ... .. .. 1 77 
Abbott, Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 73 
Abbott, Wm ...... ......... 2 62 
Bennett, Wm . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 34 
Boyd, Thomas.... ... . . . . . . 1 72 
Brown, Thomas... ... ...... 3 73 
Bateman, Peter .. ......... . 2 59 
Blaiadell, Benj ....... ... ... 1 10 

D ~n. LoL 
oherty, Hugh .......... .. .:> 63 

Ewa.rt, Andrew ............ 2 70 
Ewart, Edwin ............. 3 70 
Earles, Elias...... . .... . . . 1 11 
Freeborn, Ja.mes. . . . . . . . . 2 44 
Foster, Alex. ... ... ..... .. • 2 77 
Freeborn, Andrew .... .. .. 2 68 
Freeborn, Johnstone .. . ... 1 39 
Freeborn, Robert . . . . . . . . 1 ~ 
Freeborn, Thomas ..... ... 1 42 
Fleming, Wm .. ... .... . ... 1 57 
Gauley, Joseph . .. .. .. ..... 1 44 
Glenn, Samuel.... . .... . . . 1 53 
Glenn, Joseph .. .. .. ... . .. 1 53 
Greeri, Thomas ............ 3 76 
Helferty, Christopher. . . 2 33 
Hare, James...... .. .. ..... . 1 21 
Haskett, Robert .. ......... 1 63 
Jackson, John ..... . ....... 2 37 
Jackson, Joseph .. ........ 2 31 
Kirton, .Alex... . .... . ... . . 3 65 
Lillburn, Samuel...... . . . . 1 30 
Lyons, Mrs................ 1 56 
Lee, John ........ .. .. .... . .. 2 13 
Madill, Samuel . • • • • • • •• . • 2 58 
l\Iartin, John . . . . ... ... .... 1 15 
i\Iclnnis, John .... .... .. .. 1 5 
McKay, David .... . ... ... . 1 18 
McCann, John . .... .. ... .. 1 24 
McCann, Michael... .... . . 2 66 

Con. Lot. 

Bravinder, Christopher . . 1 6 
Close, James, Sr ....... .. 1 22 
Carter, Thomas .. ...... ... . 1 48 
Craig, George............. . 3 72 
Crawford, Andrew ........ 2 49 
Campbell, James .... . .... . 2 26 
Campbell, Robert.. ..... . . 2 26 
Crowther, John . .... .... .. . 2 11 
Deaver, Wm... .. .. ...... . . 2 67 

Con. LoL 
McKennett, Robert...... . 2 50 
McKennet~ Richard ..... . 2 48 
McKennett, Andrew.. . . 2 47 
McCann, Francis...... . . . 2 38 
Mclnnis, James .. . .....•• 1 2 
Norten, Henry .. ......... . . 1 25 
Oliver, Edward............ 1 25 
Orr, James. ........... . . • . 2 23 
Orr, Matthew ......... . .... 2 19 
Reid, Wm . ................. 1 70 
Reynolds, Clark...... . . . . 1 77 
Roe, Peter ................ 3 74 
Shunn, Francis . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 
Sargent, Thomas... . . . . . • 1 63 
Speers, Robert . . ........... 1 74 
Stephens, James ...... . ... 1 76 
Smith, George. •. .. . . . . . . . . 2 64 
Sinclair, George,.. .. . ... .. . 2 8 
White, Wm ................ 1 54 
White, George... . . . . . . . . . . 1 58 
Welsh, Robert . . ......... . 2 74 
Wright, Benj ........... ... . 1 62 
White, Thomas. . . . . . . . . . . 1 63 
Williams, William .... .. ... 1 13 
Watson, Samuel...... 1 17 
White, Wm.,Jr ... .. .. . .... 1 67 
Walker, Robert .. .......... 2 80 
Walker, George ... .. ....... 2 78 
Weaver, Samuel . . . . . . . . . . 2 24 
Virtue, David . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 61 

East of Garafraxa. Road. 
Con. Lot. 

Anderson, Francis. .... .... 2 50 
Armstrong, John . .. ......• 3 50 
Aitken, John . . .. . . .. ... . .. . 6 29 
Atkinson, John . .. . . .... ... 8 8 
Adams, Alex ...... .... .. . .. 10 4 
Budge, Robert .. ... . .. .. . . 11 18 
Bradley, David ...... . . . ... 11 14 
Bruce, James .. .. ..... .. . . .. 10 17 
Brown, Joseph, Sr . .. .. .. .• 8 7 
Burchill, John . ............ 8 4 

Brennan, James ....•. . .. .. 5 29 
Boyle, J ames ...... . . ... .... 5 30 
Brosnan, J ohn ...... . .... .. 6 27 
Brosnan, J ohn, Jr ..... .... 6 27 
Brennan, Patrick .. .. . . . . . . 3 70 
Brennan, Thomas ......... 2 67 
Brennan, James, Jr . .. • ... 2 68 
Boyle, J ohn ... . ............ 4 30 
Barron, Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 62 
Brennan, John ............ 2 65 

Brennan, Michael 3 67 
Brennan, Wm ..... . ....... 3 68 
Barron, George . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 43 
Baird, Andrew . . . . . . . . .. . . 2 16 
Bell, Joshua ......... ... .... 1 19 
Byers, Joseph .. . . . . . .. .. . . 1 22 
Breeze, Stephen H . . . . . . . 1 4 
Buclianan, John ........ ... 1 17 
Buchanan, ,vm., Sr ..... 1 16 
Buchanan, Wm ............ 1 16 
Buchanan, Arch'd ....... . 1 15 

JO 

Con. LoL 

Crookshank, John .. . ...... 3 21 
Crisp, Capt. S . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 18 
Cardwell, Henry . . . . . . . . 1 G 
Cardwell, Joseph ........ . 1 6 
Charlton, John ............ l 7 
Cook, Aaron . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 1 21 
Chambers, Wm ..... .... . . . 3 3 
Coulter, Edward .. .. ... ..• 3 5 
Coulter, David ........ ... . 3 ll 
Campbell, Wm . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 
Craven, Richard . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 
Cunningham, Mart.in ...... 2 6 
Cunningham, Michael . . . . 2 6 
Clarke, George . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 10 
Clarke, Wm ....... . . .... . . 3 11 
(Jlarke, Hamlet ............ 3 11 
Clarke, Robert, Sr.... . . . . 2 9 
Cameron, John ............ 3 17 
Cameron, Alex ............ 3 18 
Campbell, Edward ......... 3 42 
Cowling, John ............. 3 44 
Coxon, George ............. 2 52 
Carson, Samuel.. .......... 3 fil 
Carson, David ............. 2 til 
Carson, Dickson .......... 3 62 
Chisholm, Thomas . . . . . . . 5 6 
Caldwell, Robert.......... 5 27 
Ceasor, John, Jr . .. ....... 7 7 
Ceasor, George ........... . 7 7 
Carson, John ............... 7 4 
Cairns, John ..... ... ....... 6 1 
Colville, Charles . .. .. . . .. . 6 1 

Cou. Loi. 
Cook, J ohn ...... ........... 11 7 
Censor, John, i::;r ........ . . 8 7 
Cunnington, John ....... . 9 8 
Crichton. Thomas . . . . . . . . !l 6 
Campbell, Philip .. ..... .. . 9 l 
Campbell . Peter ........ . 9 l 
Connell, George ............ 11 9 
Connell, David .......... .. . 11 9 
Clarke, Thomas . . . ..... . .. 11 1 G 
Crawford, John ............ 11 19 
Crawford, Walter ...... .... 11 19 
Dickson, Thomas .......... 12 6 
Dickson, Joseph .......... 10 6 
Dickson, ;\I rs . .... . ... .. · .... 10 (i 

Dickson, I saac ............. io (i 

Dunbar, J ohn ............. 8 10 
Dwyre, Thomas . ... ........ 7 10 
Davidson, Wm . . . .. .. .. .. 4 :?4 
Donnelly, James }t; ....... 3 48 
Dale, H enry ......... .. . . :3 51 
Dale, George . . . . . . . . . .. . . . :J 52 
Donnelly, l\Irs....... ... .. . 2 53 
Donnelly, \\·111 ... ... .. .. 3 53 
Deavitt, George .... . ... .. .. t 12 
Dowd, i\Iartin . .. ........ .. :-l Hi 
Derrickson , Benj. .. .. .. . .. l 1 9 
Douglas, Daniel. ........... 1 :.lO 
Douglas, James ............ 1 :rn 
Douglas, Wm ..... .. ... ..... 1 20 
Dudg~on, J an1cs .... ..... 1 2 
Dudgeon, Wm ............ 1 2 
Dillane, Wm .............. . 1 U 
Ewing, Robert...... ..... . . 1 Hi 
Bdga~, John ..... . ........ a 3 
Edgar, J oseph . . .. . ........ :1 4 
Elder, Donald ..... ... ..... :! l!J 
Elliot, Rev. !\Ir ..... . ... . . ~ :-;J 
Fleming, .A.lcx ......... .. .. 4 !27 
l?olkington, David ........ 12 15 
Foster, J ohn ............... 7 Ii 
F oster, Wm ............. . . 8 Ii 
Ferris, Samuel ........... :-i 41 
Fraser, James ............. 2 15 

Con. Lut. 
Foster, Samuel ............ 1 3 
Gaddis, John ............... 1 16 
t}eary, J ohn ......... .... . 1 22 
Garrett,, Wm ............... 2 1 
Garrett, ,James ............ 3 1 
Garrett, ,fohn ....... . .... 3 2 
t:,tlbra ith , J ohn ............ 2 18 
G.ilbl'aith , .Arch'd ....... • 2 18 
Uunn, John ...... . ..... ... 2 20 
C:cll, Hobert .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 2 28 
Green, Hichard ............ 2 30 
<loy, ,Joseph .. .... 2 52 
Geor:,:-e, "'m ............. a 65 
<1-ill , Thonrns .............. 8 11 
Gill , M ichacl. ... 8 12 
f:unn , Donald ..... ..... ... !) 4 
Uunn, ,John ................ U 4 
lfoi;:lw~, Wm ............ l:.l 4 
Haye~, Ribcrt ........... . . 11 (j 

llemlerson, James ........ . 10 13 
!lcntlcrson, Georgl' ....... 10 Hi 
Howey, \\'m .. .. .......... 7 5 
Ilan1111cJI , Jau1cs .......... 11 :! 
Hanna , ~amucl. ......... l l 3 
I lowcy, Edward 8 4 
llowl'y. ,J amC's ............. 8 5 
I fammell , Wm ........... 5 4 
I Ca111111cll. Hobt .......... .. 5 5 
llollantl , Hobt. ....... 4 5 
llnllan<l , ,John ............ 4 fl 
llou)!hton, Jo~p·1 ........ ;~ !J 
II agcn, l'atrick .......... . l :!5 
I [ap;cn, Owen. . . .. .. . .. .. . l :!5 

llalli<lay, Thos ...... ... . . l 27 
IIalliday, ,John .......... 1 28 
[lalliday, Jame~ . ......... l ~8 
H enry, Hobert .......... .. 11 12 
H enry. Wm ........ . ...... 1 l 1~ 
,lohn~tonc. Robert ..... .. 1:! 18 
,Jack,il,n , J ohn ... ...... . .. 2 63 
,fa111icson, \\' . ,J ........... fl 5 
Ja111ic~on, Dal'id ...... . .. 7 5 
Kirk , J ames ............... 4 2 

Coo. LoL 

Kirk, Wm ............. ... . . 4 2 
Little, John ............. .. . 1 8 
Lee, George, Sr .......... .. 1 1• 
Little, Wm. C ......... ... . 3 8 
Lee, George ........ .. ..... 2 35 
Laird, James ........ ....... 4 4 
Lynch, JamE:s .. ........... 7 30 
Lynch, Dennis .......... ... 7 30 
Love, John ................ 10 12 
Long, Charles ... .... .. . .. . 11 18 
Lyons, Thomas ...... . . . . . 11 20 
Lyons, John ... .... ..... . .. 12 21 
Lyons, Wm .... ........ . ... 12 20 
Lyons, James, Sr ......... 12 19 
Lyons, James, Jr ..... .... 12 20 
Lyons, Patrick .. .. ... .... 12 19 
L ee, Joseph ....... .. .... ... 12 15 
)Iurdoch, John ......... . . . 2 63 
Milli~n, Joshua . ......... 6 4 
Massie, Alex.. ....... ...... 6 4 
.Matheson, Duncan .. . . . . . 6 4 
l\Intheson, Adam ........ . 6 4 
Mara, Michael. ....... .... . 3 69 
)[erriam, Justu8 .. ..... . .. 4 6 
Miller, James . . .. ........ 2 49 
])foggy, Wm .. .......... . . . 3 49 
~leggy, Joseph ........... 2 54 
:\Iogi;y, John ......... .. ... 3 59 
)lurray, J arnes, Sr ....... 3 19 
l\Iurray, Wm. G .... . . ... 3 21 
)latthews, )lichael.. ... . . 2 11 
)Iatthews, Charles, Sr •.. 2 13 
~latthcws, Thomas . . . . . . . 2 13 
Matthews, James ........... 2 14 
)lnt-thews, Patrick .... .. . .. 3 14 
)larkle, W. K. ..... . ...... 1 19 
Muldoon, }t~dwurd ... . ... .. 1 26 
l\IcKay, John ............. 6 30 
)lcGregor, Hugh.. .. .. . . . 1 4 
McCauley, Alex ........ . 1 13 
)lcC:iuley, John .... .. ... 1 13 
:\Iclntosh, Peter, Sr ...... 1 30 
McIntosh, Peter, Jr ..... . 1 29 

McClintock, Wm .... ..... 3 15 
Mclnnis, John ............ 2 22 
McDonald, Angus ......... 3 21 
McCauley, John ...... .. .. 2 24 
McKay, Wm., Sr .... ... .. 2 25 
McKay, J ohn ....... .... .. 2 25 
McKay, Angus ........... . 2 26 
McLeod, J oseph ...... . ... 2 27 
McBride, John ..... ... .... 2 32 
McKay, John ............. 2 36 
McKay, Roderick ......... 3 45 
~IcGeary, Owen . . . .. . . . . • 2 56 
l\IcGeary, James. .. .. . . .. . 2 56 
~IcCartney, Francis ...... 2 57 
McGuire, John . . .......... 5 1 
McLean, Neil . .. ... . .. ... . 7 26 
McLellan, Samuel......... 9 9 
Mcinnis, John ...... . ..... 9 6 
McDonald, Philip...... .. 9 4 
McLean, W. J ............ 10 1 
McQuaker, Wm ....... .. . 10 1 
McQuaker, Andrew ...... 12 7 
McCauley, George ......... 10 7 



McCauley, Cochrane . ..... 10 
McCauley, Pa~rick ....... 11 
McNally, John .. .... .. .... 12 
McLaughlin, Peter . .. .. .. 11 
Neely, .John . ..... . ........ 12 
Neely, Wm ... .... ... ...... 12 
Neely, Jncob ... ........ .... 12 
Neely, Thomas ............ 12 
Norton, Wm ... . .. . . ....... 11 
Norton, Samuel.. .......... 10 
Nicholson , John ... ....... 9 
Neelands, Andrew .. . . .. . 6 
Orr, George....... .. . .. . . . . 1 
Prile, Andrew. . . . . . . . . .. . . 5 
Pearce, J oho, Sr. .. .. . .. .. 2 
Pearce. John, Jr ..... . .... 2 
Page, Ephraim .. .. . .. . .. . . 2 
Page, Ja.mes . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . 2 
Pearcei George . . . .. . . . .. . . 3 
Pritc_h~d, Robert...... . . 2 

8 Price, Carson .. .. ......... I 0 
8 Price, Robert ............ . 10 

22 Perdue, Thomas .......... 6 
3 Pearce, ,v m .. . . . .. .. . . . . . 1 

13 Quinton, Thomas .. ....... 11 
16 Quinton, Richard ··· ·· · -· ll 
16 Roach, James ............. :.l 
16 Robinson , Wm ............ tl 

7 Reid, Patrick ........ . .. .. 11 
9 Rose, John ................ 11 
7 Rose, Magnus .. .. .. .. .... . 11 
3 Rose, Jacob . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . B 

20 Ramage, Alex .......... ~-. 8 
28 Ramage, Thomas ......... 8 
39 Ramage, Matthew ......... 8 
39 Ramage, James ............ 8 
40 Roe, Patrick .............. . 5 
40 Reader, Robert ......... . . 2 
43 Russell, Patrick .... .... .. '2. 
58 Richardson , Samuel ... ... 1 

O>o. Lot. Redfern , Wm ........... .. 1 
Prile, Michael....... .. . . . . 4 28 
Pato11t Neil.. ........... , .. 6 '2.7 
Poole, John ... . ........ ... . 6 28 
Page, Aaron .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . 7 9 
Page, Elijah . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . (l 7 
Philips, Mrs . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . 8 7 
Phillips, Wm .............. . 9 10 
Price, John ........... ..... 9 1 

TB 037259 

Ross , Robert. Sr.. .... . .. . 2 
8trathy, A. E . .. . .. . : ..... l 
Smith, Wm ................ 1 
Smith, Donald . .. .. .. . .. .. J 
Sinclair, Donald ......... . ~ 
Sinclair, Peter ............. :.l 
Sparrow, Edward ......... 2 
Sparrow, Thomas .. ....... 2 
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Stringer, .John , f:r : ....... :.l 38 
Stringer, Wm .... ........ . 2 :-18 
8heils, Ja mes............... 3 (i0 
Shcils, Charles ..... .. .. ... 3 li0 
, 'utcliff, John . ..... ...... . 4 18 
Shea, John ................ 5 21 

Con. I.Ill 
Stevenson, Joshua ......... 5 22 
~tevcnson, Wm ... .... . .... 5 22 
f-ulliva11, Patrick ........ . (i '2.7 
Shaw, Robert .... ......... 7 9 
1--haw, Wm ......... .. .. ... 7 8 
Sutherland, John ......... 10 5 
'tecle, ~lichacl ......... ... 10 16 

Seabrook, J ohn ........ .... 11 1 
Squire, David ..... ..... . : l 2 8 
Smith , Donald ............ 11 4 
Tho111pson, H enry ......... 7 6 
Taylor, Hugh .......... ... 6 (j 

Taylor , Wm .. .. ........ .. . (j 5-
'l'aylor , J ohn ............... 8 6 
Thompson , L............. . 2 29 
Tclfcr , ,Tohn .............. . 2 17 
Tho:·p, Charles . . . . . . . . . . • 1 2 
To111psct t , lVm .... .. . . . .. . 1 t) 

Yennard , ,John ............ 4 26 
\' c1111ard, Hobert , f-r .... . . 4 :!6 
Wilson, :\lrs .............. . 1 17 

ENTRY OF MARRIAGE 
Marriage Act. 1949 

Willia111$, Alfred .. . ....... 12 14 
Willi:n11s, Charles ... ... ... 1 19 
Williams, Hobert ......... 2 51 

O>o. Lot.. 
Wark, John . . ............. 3 61 
Wark, Thomas . .. . . . .. .. . . 2 64 
Wark, Wm ................ 2 64 
Walker, Francis ....... . .. 4 ,1 
Walker, John ... ... ... . ... 5 1 
Walker, Alex ...... ... .... 5 2 
Walker, Alex., Jr .... .. ... 5 2 
Walker, Andrew.......... 5 3 
Walter, John .... .... . . .. . 12 2 
Walter, John , Jr ......... 12 1 
Wray, James ....... ........ 4 3 
White, Robert ........ ... . 4 25 
White, James ............ . 5 24 
White, George ............ 5 25 
Winter, W . J ...... . ...... 6 4 
Wallace, James ..... .... ... 10 17 
Williamson, David .. . . .. . 9 3 
,Yillian1son, James ... ... . 9 :! 
Williamson, James, Jr ... 9 3 
Young, M. A ..... ......... 10 4 
Young, Thomas ............ 11 5 
Young, David ..... ........ 11 5 
Young, Jnmes ... .... ..... . 11 5 
Young, Wru .. ...... .... . ... 11 6 

M. Cerl. 
S .R. 

J, t,u,)RMAN MELLOFI , Superintendent cgistr,u for th<' District ,,f - ·_· .:Y 

~~:~~:rl~~l1%/~!t:~.is a true copy uf the Entry No.1§9. 111 the Rcg1:tlcr lioul ul M,uriagt.~ S u. /:J 
W11 SL:t::, M\ ff,\t\Uthi .; /~ tlayor ..4'~. , l~•Sf' •• 

, in the "IJ~:1Y ,JIOJ;C l'C_H .,F BURY . 
for thr ~ /,~ and that such Kl,-:, .. tcr Rook i..; 

/~. 
CAUTION.-An, '"'"" •hO (1) ta11it1H 1nr or the particularl on uu1 ''l~ 

Ar1itlca11, or It) u.a. ii u 1,ue, know1na it 10 be tat1jftlld, i1 Uabt1 
lo prOMCUUon. 

S"puiukmlrnl Httutr,u 
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ROAD PROBLEMS 
Travel between M¥kdale and Berkeley was very difficult 

in the early days. The existence of a bog or "sink-hole" some 
thirty-five feet deep between the two villages constituted a 
real problem in road construction. The first solution was 
to place huge logs across the roadway, fastening them 
together and overlaying them with gravel. The road, thus 
constructed, was at certain times covered with water, and 
the driver had to rely upon his trusty horse to keep the road. 
As the road sank, the same process had to be repeated to 
keep above the muck. The May 6th, I 886, issue of the 
Markdale Standard states that , in spite of the fact that the 
road had been swallowing public funds for the previous 
twenty years, it had been impassable for over four weeks 
for a person on foot, and dangerous for a team to cross , 
the water covering the road for a distance of forty rods. 
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The second and better plan was that of a floating bridge 
devised and contracted for by C.A. Johnston of Markdale, 
and completed in March, 1888. Even over it travel was 
precarious, and the advent of the motor car made the 
building up of a solid roadbed imperative. This project was · 
effected 1919 - 1920 by the dumping in of earth until a 
foundation had been built up from the bottom. The first 
time this objective seemed to have been attained, the roadway 
disappeared in one night, and the process of filling had to 
be resumed. 

When, in 1936, that section of the Provincial Highway 
between Markdale and Berkeley was paved, doubly reinforc
ed concrete was laid on the sink-hole part of the road , as 
well as through the swamp near Markdale. The persistent 
slumping of the shoulders caused the pavement to tend to 
draw apart in the centre. Moreover there was a tendency 
in some places for the concrete to sink. Travel by car both 
in the summer and winter on this modern highway, with its 
hills and its knolls cut down and ten-foot shoulders on either 
side of the pavement, is cushioned comfort compared with 
the bumpy ride of pioneers days or the bitterly cold drives 
through huge snowdrifts. Nevertheless the clergymen in 
charge missed only two or three Sundays, as a rule, during 
a winter in making their trips to St. Matthias' Church . 

Letter to the Editor 
August 17, 1908 
Editor Standard: 

It is interesting to notice the different expressions on the 
faces of the people as they come into town. The people 
coming from the 10th of Glenelg have an expression of 
disgust written on their otherwise honest faces. The roads 
are all, dry except at Barhead Mills, and they get their nice 
clean buggies all mud there, and their faces betray an ex
pression of disgust that even the prospect of a free trip to 
Toronto cannot remove. 

The Berkeley people and those who come that way look 
as if they were suffering from nervous prostration. They 
strike the floating bridge after a toilsome ascent and des
cent, and it shakes and rattles as if the whole ramshackle 
were going to collapse. It is a strong argument for a Providence 
that no one gets into difficulty there. But their difficulties 
are only beginning: the roads are made of rocks and boulders 
- large gravel - and the buggy shakes and nearly drives 
you sea-sick. It is all the same up-hill and down-hill - stones 
everywhere, wearing rigs and harness and livery horses. It 
is like driving into a quarry, and when the good people down 
from the North and West get into town they are utterly un
fit to strike a bargain, and when the two hustlers at the 
corner rush out at them with smiles a yard long, the poor 
women collapse and have to be assisted out of the rig. 

Even the people from Euphrasia - stolid and staid -
who try not to smile when the corner men rush out after 
them, have a scared look - their horses shy at these old 
post holes at the cemetery. 



The country gentry from Flesherton way come with a self
satisfied air and when they see the new road at the Wyvill 
block they think they have struck a modern town. 

Now to business. The road from Markdale to Berkeley 
for two and a half miles is a disgrace to civilization, and 
the council responsible for such a state of affairs should have 
it repaired - especially the floating bridge - immediately. 
It surely would not take much to put the road in shape op
posite Barhead Mills. 

The Man on the Street. 
Markdale Standard, August 27, 1908 

SNOW REMOVAL 
It appears that snow removal has always been a problem 

on the sixth line of Holland. Minutes of the Council of 
December 15, 1915 have a motion - moved by Robert 
Ceaser seconded by George S. Davidson that Orrie Taylor 
receive an order on treasurer for $18.00 for 2,016 feet lumber 
at $9 per thousand for snow fence at Massie. Moved by 
H.W. Sargent and seconded by James McAvoy that Robert 
Ceaser receive an order for $40.35 for labour and posts re 
building snow fence at Massie. 

Total cost $58.35 

Traces of this fence remain on the west side of Massie hill. 

THE COMING OF THE RAILWAY 
The coming of the railway had been the chief topic of 

interest and conversation for years. Just when would it 
come, and where would it cut through the district, and would 
there be a station nearby? Dreams of being able to ship 
timber and surplus fire wood and thus turn them into 
money filled the minds of the pioneers, who in order to 
clear land for growing grain had been forced to burn great 
piles of logs for which there was no market. Their grain, 
too, might be shipped. A post office! A general store! A 
blacksmith! Perhaps these might follow in the wake of a 
railroad. 

The Toronto Grey Bruce Railway was built in 1871 - 1872, 
and regular trains were running by August 9, 1873. To build 
the railway between Berkeley and Holland Centre, a spur 
line had to be built across the highway to lot 42, N. E.T. S. R. 
then occupied by Joe Robson, and lot 43, N. E. T. S. R. 
occupied by a Mr. Fanning where there was a plentiful sup
ply of gravel. The box cars were taken to the pit to be loaded 
by hand by hardworking men shovelling day after day. The 
swampy sections had to be filled, the hills lowered with picks 
and team-drawn scrapers. As can still be seen one hundred 
years later, most of the track was laid on a built-up base. 

No. 6 highway was widened in 1925 and 1926 from Chatsworth south. 
Teams of horses drew the ground away with a hooser wagon, the box was 
built with high sides and was emptied through the bottom. They were loaded 
with a steam shovel but much work was done by men with pick and shovel. 
Courtesy of Larry M ac lni osh 

The first train (fired with cord wood) that passed through 
drew groups of sightseers at various points along the line. 
The teacher, Miss Maitland, and pupils of Number 5 School, 
Holland, which stood not far from the railway, hurried out 
when the whistle sounded far up the line. When the train 
stopped, all were invited on board for a ride to Berkeley 
and back to 50 Sideroad crossing. In those days this was 
no doubt a very exciting experience. 

Then farmers banded together and asked for a station to 
be established at Sideroad Thirty, and in due course this was 
done. Most enterprising of the group was Alfred Williams 
who built a general store. 

It was confusing to have another · Williamsford within 
four miles, so another request was sent to have the name 
changed to Holland Centre Station. It was chosen because 
of the location almost in the centre of Holland Township. 
The first station was on the west side of the tracks. The sta
tion was moved because passengers and the express had to 
cross the side track to get to the main track. The moving 
of the station put the platform beside the main line. 

The station was equipped with telegraph service until 1932. 
The stock yards replaced the vacant spot left when the sta
tion moved. 

For many years the stock yard was a busy place. Drovers 
and farmers either chased the cattle on the roads to the sta
tion, sometimes many miles, or if a farmer had a small 
number, they were loaded into a stock rack especially built 
for the horse-drawn wagon or sleigh . Pigs and sheep were 
also transported by this method, and then they were loaded 
into the railway cars and shipped to Toronto. Farmers also 
left cans filled with cream on the platform for shipping to 
creameries in Owen Sound and Toronto . 



Canadian Pacific Railway Station Berkeley, Ontario about 1900 
Couni.;,y of Ca nadian Padfic Corporate /\rchivc., 

Courtesy of C PR Corporate Archive, Canadian Pacific Railway Station Chatsworth, about 1900 
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Courtesy of CPR Corporate Archives Canadian Pacific Railway Station Holland Centre about 1900 

The first station had a residence at one end for the station 
agent and his family. A waiting room was kept very warm 
by a pot-bellied stove fired with wood or coal; the freight 
shed was on the end. 

The first station was destroyed by fire in 1949. Rebuilt 
in 1950, it consisted of freight shed and office. When station 
service ceased the building was cut in half and bought by 
a local resident. 

The station agents were Mr. Gilbert followed by J. 
Johnston. Mr. Wieller occupied the position for a number 
of years and then Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Maher. 

Early records of the first station agents at Chatsworth are 
not available. The first name on record was that of a Mr. 
Rand. On November 19, 1918, Dorr George Woods became 
telegraph operator and express agent. He retained this posi
tion until he retired in 1946 and moved to Markdale. George 
Woods was born in 1881 and passed away in 1961. 

George Maher of Holland Centre took over the station 
responsibilities next and acted as relief agent until Basil 
Donnelly became station agent. He held the position until 
the station closed. 

In May, 1965 the C.P.R. station was sold to J.D . Ceaser 
of Arnott. He used the materials in the station building to 
erect a garage on his farm. 

TRAIN DERAILMENT 
One event remembered in local history was the train 

derailment in October, 1907. It happened on the curve of 
the track across from the McAvoy farm, now owned by 
John Hodgson, Lot 15 Concession 2 E.G.R. 

During the night, twelve cars loaded with coffins, 
whiskey, fur coats, coconuts and much more, were spilled 
in every direction. McAvoys had corn stooked in the field 
at the track and a good many bottles of whiskey were tucked 
into the stooks and under the platform in Merriam's Grove, 
where the community picnic and dances were held. Needless 
to say many of the local farmers went around in "high 
spirits" for several days afterwards. 

CATTLE PASS 
In 1871 when the narrow gauge railway was built through 

this area, John Fleming Baird was living on the farm now 
owned by Johnnie Hodgson at Lot 15, Concession 2, 
Holland . There was a spring creek in Merriam's Grove 
across the railway from Baird's farm. Mr. Baird persuaded 
the C.P.R. to build a cattle pass under the railway so his 
cattle could get water from the creek in Merriam's Grove. 
This cattle pass is still in existence although it is no longer 
in use. 
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John Baird emigrated to Canada in 1841 with his Scottish 
parents from Stirling, Scotland. He was born in 1829 and 
married Margaret McQuay, a native of Antrim, Ireland. 
John Baird worked at Kennedy's Foundry in Owen Sound 
for many years. He drew logs from his farm for the building 
of the first City Hall in Owen Sound. He passed away in 
1916. His wife, Margaret, was a sister of George McQuay 
who owned the McQuay Tannery in Owen Sound. She died 
in 1912. 

When McA voys owned the Baird farm, and the new 
highway was being constructed in 1925, they hired Fred 
McKay, a young law student, to try to have a pass built 
under the new highway to enable the cattle to get to the fresh 
water, but they were unsuccessful. Instead, the highway 
department gave the McA voys a sum of money in order that 
they could drill a well for a supply of water for their cattle. 

Stone Arch Railroad Bridge 1892 
Counc,y of/\. N. Clarke 

STONE ARCH RAILROAD BRIDGE 
About one mile from Chatsworth (towards Holland Cen

tre) on the C.P.R. railroad is an attractive arched stone 
bridge. According to the Owen Sound Advertiser Grey and 
Bruce Chronicle of July 4, 1872, this bridge was built of 
local stone under the direction of the contractor in charge, 
Mr. MacKenzie. 
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Cattle underpass on C.P.R. south of Chatsworth 
Courtesy of A. . Clarke 

The first railroad was built by the Toronto, Grey and 
Bruce Railway Company and was opened on June 5, 1873. 
Canadian Pacific did not acquire it until 1884, through the 
lease of a third company. 

HISTORY of the NORTH GREY REGION 
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY in the 

TOWNSHIP of HOLLAND 

The North Grey Region Conservation authority 
(N.G.R.C.A.) was established on June 5, 1957, by an Order
in-Coum:il under the provisions . of the Conservation 
Authorities Act , covering all or parts of fourteen 
municipalities in a 655 square mile area. Originally created 
to overcome flooding and erosion problems, the 
N.G.R.C.A. has expanded to include the provision of 
recreation areas, forest and wildlife management programs 
and assistance to other agencies in pollution control and en
viromental planning. One of the most important functions 
of the Authority is to inform the public of the necessity for 
the wise use and management of our renewable natural 
resources. 

Since the establishment of the Authority, the N.G.R.C.A. 
has acquired a total of l, 183 acres in the Township of 
Holland. These properties include the Bighead Headwaters 
and the Williams Lake Management Area acquired to act 
as natural storage reservoirs in an attempt to alleviate low 
summer flow conditions, Walter's Creek and Walter 's Falls 
Management Areas acquired for the protection of the 
Niagara Escarpment and cold water streams, and 817 acres 
of non-arable land which has been placed under a forest 
management agreement with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 



HOLLAND TOWNSHIP 

and the 
SAUGEEN VALLEY 

CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

It is well recognized that the natural resources of Holland 
Township provide numerous benefits to local residents. 
What is not well known is the vital service these resources 
supply to thousands of people located miles away from the 
township's boundaries. Located in the upstream areas of 
the Saugeen River Basin, the lands of Holland Township 
provide a valuable, continual source of water to downstream 
residents. More specifically, source areas within the township 
feed two of the system's five main tributaries, being the 
North and Rocky Saugeen Rivers. As part of its river system 
protection program, the Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority has recognized the importance of those source 
areas. Two of these features, Robson Lakes and the nor
thern lobe of Bell's Lake, are also important for their 
representative and unique vegetation and geological land
forms. Since 1950, the Saugeen Valley Conservation authori
ty has been acquiring properties adjacent to Bell's Lake and 
Robson Lakes to protect these important watershed source 
areas and significant natural features for the benefit of its 
residents. 

At the present, the Authority owns 1,980 acres (800 hectares) 
of land within its Bell's Lake Management Unit, of which 
595 acres (240 hectares) are located within Holland 
Township. The careful management of this area will not only 
guarantee the preservation of a unique feature but provides 
public access for ideal recreational opportunities well known 
to local residents and those who visit the area. The Authority 
is also preparing a similar long range plan for the preserva
tion of Robson Lakes. At present, the Authority owns I 86 
acres (75 hectares) within the area. Complementing its land 
acquisition program, the Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority is able to ensure that the natural resources of the 
township are not adversely affected by or do not adversely 
affect development proposals within the municipality 
through continuous co-operation with township council and 
the Grey County Planning Department. 

For more than 10 years, a portion of the Bell's Lake 
property within the township was the site of a demonstra
tion farm . The project was established in co-operation with 
the then Ontario Department of Agriculture to develop 
pasture improvement techniques. The Authority purchased 
an abandoned farm on Lot 30, Concession 7 from Isaac 
Beatty and William Ritchie and carried out experiments with 
various seed types, fertilizers and farm management prac
tices. Although the experimental aspect of the farm has been 
discontinued, the research has resulted in the production of 
one of the finest grass farms in the township. The authori 
ty continues to annually rent the farm to interested land
owners for the purpose of pasturing cattle. 

Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority tree planting crew 
Coun c~y of William Reid 

Aside from the Hell's and Robson Lakes properties, the 
Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority has purchased 1,443 
acres (584 hectares) of land in Holland Township to help 
retain the forest cover within the upper sections of the 
Saugeen Watershed and contribute to the future demands 
for commercial timber and fuelwood. These reforested pine 
plantations, which are managed under a long term agree
ment with the Ministry of Natural Resources, also provide 
the public with excellent opportunities for such activities as 
hunting, hiking, fishing and snowmobiling. 
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Since the formation of the Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority, Holland Township has had responsible represen
tation in conservation matters. As a charter member, Stuart 
Howey was the township's SVCA representative from 1950 
to 1955. Wilbert Sutcliffe, a former warden of Grey County, 
continued the township representation and was actively in
volved with the SVCA's Historical Committee. From 1965 
to 1977, Robert Comber was the township representative. 
During that time, Mr. Comber was selected to be the Chair
man of the Authority's Water Management Advisory Board 
and became a member of the Executive Committee which 
is reponsible for the day-to-day operations of the organization. 

SO Sideroad Holland Township 
Courtesy of A.N. Clarke 

Mr. Comber also served as Vice-Chairman of the Forestry 
and Wildlife Management Committee. The following two 
terms of the township representation was guided by Greg 
Givens who acted on the Conservation Services Advisory 
Board, which is reponsible for the management of the 
SVCA's landowner assistance programs. The most active 
of these programs has been the tree planting progam, where 
the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority plants approx
imately J 30,000 seedlings each year for watershed residents 
interested in reforesting abandoned farmland. For many 
years, Holland Township landowners have annually utilized 
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Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority 

the program to place marginal lands back into production. 
As well, the continual reforesting program contributes to 
the improvement of the natural conditions of the watershed. 
Formerly a warden of Grey County and reeve of the town
ship, Lyall Mcinnis has represented the township since 1979. 
During his appointment to the Conservation Services Ad
visory Board, the committee members initiated a stream
bank improvement program which fo llowed the assistance 
philosophies of the tree planting program by providing 
technical, financial and construction support to interested 
landowners. Mr. Mcinnis has also been an active member 
of the Finance and Administration Board and, at present, 
is a member of the Information and Education Advisory 
Board, responsible for the developement of programs which 
encourage watershed residents, especially school-aged 
children, to become more aware of the need for soil and 
water conservation. One of the popular Information & 
Education programs is the maple syrup demonstration at 
Saugeen Bluffs Conservation Area, located north of Paisley. 
Numerous classes from Holland-Chatsworth Central School 
have taken the opportunity of visiting this demonstration, 
where they learn about present and past methods of maple 
syrup production and the importance of our forest resources. 



Will stand for Mares this season as follows : 
FRIDAY, May 1st, he will leave his own stable, 1st con., lot 2, Township of Sydenham. and proceed down 

third and fourth side road, thence down the third line to ihe Derry line, thence back to the fifth eoncesion, 
thence up to the town line between Sydenham and Holland, thence to his own stable, for the night. 

SATURDAY, will proceed out the blind line. to Curry's 'favem, thence down the gravel road io Stephen 
Cunningham's, for noon; thence up the eleYenth line of St. Vincent, thence to hi!! own stable. 

MONDAY. will proceed up the tenth lini) of Holland to Robel't Hays, for noon, thenct'! to Mnssie's Mil11 
to Mr. Winter's, where he will remain o~r night. 

TUESDAY. will proceed out to the Toronto L ine, to Mr. Williams', for noon thence clown the Toronto 
Line to Mr. Gillespie's, where he will remain for thf' night. 

WEDNESDAY. will ~o into the town line between Holland and Euphrasia, thence to Lee's for d1" night. 
THURSDAY, will come out to the nine line Euphra11ia, thencr. to Walter's Falls, thence to his own stable. 

~::E:::a>:a:G-~::E:l&:. 
MOR GAN CLYDE is a beautiful dapple bay, 8 years old this spr~ and stands l~ hands high. 

He ,-,as sired by Old Morgan of Toronto Townsl,ip, out of a Clyde more. 

TERMS.-To ensure a foal 35; for thl' season $4 : single leap 82, payable at time of ~en-ice. ln-
aured mares to be paid on 1st February, 1869 Mares by the seallOn must be paid for on either of the 
lut two yound5 of the horse. Mores th'.1t arc insw·cd mast be returned re1,rulnrly lo the horse or they will 
be charged as si:a.-.on mares. Perllons disposing of thc:r mnre11 before foaling time will be held rc-!lpon,-ihlc> 
for the. pnymenl. Persons trying u,eir mares anrl not retunaing them to the l,orse re:,,rnlnrly, "';11 1~ charged 
11& ~ni-on mare!! All accidt."Ub of the owner's risk 

JOHN W .&LKER; Owner. 

The Morgan Clyde 
Courtc,y of Sun-T ime, fi le, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Alex Torrie Farm 
Courtesy of A . Torrie 

Cour1ec;y or Mr,;,. Charlie Rowe. Marl,,.dalc 
Barn raising on the Moran farm 

located on lot 29, concession S, E.G.R. (over 300 people) 

20 



The Path that Led to the Farm 
The early settlers had a capacity for hard work, and a 

tenaciousness that generally ensured the success of their 
undertakings. When the snow went and the frost came out 
of the ground, a new year started on the farm - new crops, 
new livestock and new icic .. .,. Each year presented fre h op
portunities and challenges, and as sure as summer followed 
spring, farmers met those challenges as they still do today. 

In the early years it was adequate when enough fodder 
was grown on a farm to feed the farm's animals, and enough 
cattle and sheep were raised for meat, milk and butter for 
the farm family. When there was more than the family needed, 
it was traded or sold to buy necessities. 

Sheep were bought as soon a possible. They required little 
space, and ate less than cattle. On occasions they were kept 
in a lean-to shelter at the side of the house where they could 
be protected from bears and wolves. When they were 
slaughtered for meat, the hide was made into coats, hats, 
and slippers. The wool was washed, carded and spun into 
yarn and knitted into socks, mitts and sweaters. The black 
sheep were the favourite, as the wool was already coloured. 
The tallow was used for making candles and soap. 

As each settler came to homestead, neighbours would 
make a bee and help to build their first home. Then began 
the clearing of land, and the building of a shelter for their 
animals. 

Wooden plows made from a sharpened limb were used 
to loosen the ground among the stumps and the seeds were 
sown by hand. A tree branch was dragged around to cover 
the seed with enough soil so the seeds would germinate. 

When harvest time came, the grain was cut with a sickle 
and bound into sheaves tied with a band made of straw, and 
then stooked. When cradles were made the job could be done 
much faster. The cradle had a blade about four feet long, 
with four fingers that caught the grain as it was cut; it was 
then put into windrows. The cradle had a curved handle plus 
a short one on the side. The grain was tied the same as when 
cut with the sickle, and stooked. The reaper came into be
ing around 1885-1890 and a few years later came a wonder 
machine, the binder. It cut the grain and tied it into sheaves 
with twine ready for stooking. 

The first method of threshing was with the flail. Two 
sticks, each with a hole in one end, were held together by 
a piece of rope, raw hide , or whatever wa available. The 
rope was left loose enough, so that when the one piece of 
wood was held securely in the hands, and swung as high as 
possible and back down, the loose end came down on the 
sheaves and pounded out the grain. The next method was 
to pile the sheaves in deep rows with the grain ends together. 
Oxen or horses were driven back and forth tramping the 
grain out of the shells. 
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Courtesy or Mrs. G. Manning 
Threshing crew at farm of John Thomas Prior, East of Walters' Falls and Park Ground, early 1900's 

The first threshing machines were driven by four teams 
of horses hitched to poles that were fastened to a wheel with 
cogs on top. These cogs fitted into a cogged pulley which 
held the belt that went to the separator, thereby supplying 
the power to thresh. 

The steam engine appeared in the late 1800's. A man who 
was an early riser was required to get the fire going to get 
the steam pressure high enough to have sufficient power to 
drive the separator. When going from one farm to another, 
the engine had to be stopped at the bottom of each hill and 
refired to build up the steam pressure for sufficient power 
to draw the separator up the hill. If the road was level, their 
speed would be about three miles an hour. It had to be ac
companied by a large horse-drawn tank of water, as the 
boilers had to be kept filled with water. These tanks were 
always made of wood. 

Until this time, the sheaves were always put into the barns. 
When the farmers all had their harvest stored in the barns, 
the threshers moved into the community and threshed in 
barn after barn until they were all done. Sometimes this went 
on well into the fall with 15 - 20 men at the task. The men 
became so dusty in the barns they could barely tell one from 
the other. The housewives served sumptuous meals each lady 
trying to out-do the other. 

When tractors replaced these cumbersome steam engines, 
the separators were equipped with rubber tired wheels which 
speeded up the process. Stook threshing also started about 
this time. A few years later, the combine took over, with 
wagon bins to bring the grain in from the field, and augers 
to carry it into the granary. 

Research centres were non-existent, so the settlers had to 
improve their own seed. When a farmer had a field of grain 
with exceptionally good returns, and the grain was well filled, 
it was not used for feed, but was sold or traded to other 
farmers. This was the method used to improve seed. 

The grain was put through a fanning mill, a box-like 
device. A shaft was installed through the middle with a handle 
on the outside. Boards were fastened to the shaft inside. 
When the handle was turned by hand, the boards made a 
wind that blew the light grain, chaff and weed seeds from 
the grain that slid down from a v-shaped box on the top 
onto screens. The chaff, weed seeds and light grain were 
blown out the back, and the well-filled seeds fell to the front. 

The seed grain was put in a pile, a mixture of formal
dehyde and water was sprinkled on the grain, and then it 
was thoroughly mixed with a shovel. It had to be sown soon 
after treatment so the germination would not be hindered. 
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Barn Raising 

The women who served meals at the Hamill Barn raising, September 1910 
Right side of table - Mrs. E. P. Hamill and baby Evelyn Hamill (McKean), Mrs . Henry Page, Mrs . Dan Taylor, Mrs. Wesley Saunders, Ethel 
Hamill (Farrow) , Mabel Hamill (McKay), Mrs . John Hewitt, Mrs. William Foster, Mrs. Emma Bayley, Mrs. James Seabrook 
Left of table - Mrs. John Goldsmith, Mrs. James Sutherland, Mrs. George Shouldice , Laura Shouldice (McKessock) 
Back of picture - Mrs. Harvey Taylor, Mrs. Anthony Shute, Mrs. Henry Ceasar, Mrs. James Howey, Mrs. William Sutherland , Mrs. Nelson Perdue 
Courtc~} of Ruth Hamill' 

Around this time, mangels and turnips were sown in large 
quantities. These took the place of minerals and silage used 
today. If no suitable space were available in the barn, deep 
trenches were dug, and the roots placed in them. A deep 
compost was put over them to protect them from the frost. 
When feed was needed the pit was opened on the end, the 
required amount taken out and the pit then recovered. The 
roots had to be put through a pulper or slicer before they 
were fed to the cattle and pigs. The top of the slicer con-

sisted of a box with a two-foot long by twelve-inch in 
diameter steel drum with knives bolted to it. The drum was 
fastened to a shaft that went through the middle, then to 
a large wheel on the outside of the box that had a handle. 
When the handle was turned, the drum went round and sliced 
the roots. It was very hard work, but many an after-supper 
snack was enjoyed from the fresh turnips . Apples and 
potatoes were often put in these pits alongside the roots, 
because they kept so well there. 
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Mangel and Turnip Planter 
Court esy o f R. McA voy 

New varieties of alfalfa, wheat, barley and other grains 
and forages continue to push average yields higher with the 
help of soil testing and fertilizers. Soybeans, rapeseed, beans, 
and peas have been recently added. 

At the time the first hay fields were seeded and ready for 
cutting, the terrain was still rough and, with stumps and 
stones still about, much of the hay was cut with the scythe 
and raked by hand with a wooden rake made by the farmer. 
The hay was then piled into coils that looked like miniature 
hay stacks. 

The horse-drawn mower and rake were a great conve
nience but the hay still had to be coiled, and when the storage 
space was filled, the remainder was put into stacks. Two 
or three men in each community were usually considered 
stack-building experts. The stacks had to be built in a special 
way to drain off the rain or the hay would spoil. 

When the tractors replaced the horses, they were equip
ped with the mower and rake. 

Another new implement was the conditioner. The wind
rows were put through this machine to crush the stems to 
let out the moisture and speed up the drying. 

The advent of the baler made it possible to store large 
amounts of hay in a small place. The latest invention cuts, 
conditions and leaves the hay in a windrow ready for the 
baler. 
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A much larger baler now makes a round bale containing 
as many.-es twenty-five, fifty-pound bales. These bales can 
be stored outside. An attachment for the purpose of loading 
and moving these bales is put on a tractor. As they are re
quired for feeding , the bales are moved into a special feeder 
where the cattle gather around to feed. Hay is also put into 
upright or bunker silos, or chopped and blown into barns . 

The importance of corn as a staple crop has seen signifi
cant changes from the few rows grown by each farmer, cut 
with a sickle and put into stooks. The corn binder eliminated 
a lot of blistered hands and sore backs . 

The upright silo was another step forward . A tractor
driven blizzard was used to fill it with chopped corn, blown 
up through pipes that were put up to the top of the silo. 
It took twenty to twenty-five neighbours to accomplish this 
huge task, plus numerous teams and wagons. While the men 
were working at this task, the wives and their neighbours 
were putting together their favourite recipes in the kitchen. 

Mangel and Turnip Pulper 
< ·oum .. · ... y of K. M i:Avoy 

). 
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The huge corn harvester now chops the corn in the field 
and blows it into a boxed wagon ready for the bunker or 
upright silo. l.arge acreages are also planted as cash crops. 
Huski ng and separating the corn kernels is done- in the 
field by a combine. Wagons with large bins accompany these 
machines to deliver the kernels to feed companies or driers. 

Not all the glory for change and advancement should go 
to the crop sector. Livestock producers and breeders have 
shifted gears to meet the challenges. Since the introduction 
of the French breeds the reliable standbys of Hereford, 
Angus and Durham have stiff competition. The advent of 
artificial insemination, embryo transfers, all spurred the beef 
industry . Feedlots grew in large numbers. 

The milking cow has made her special advances, from the 
two to three cows that were part of the family to the present. 

Summer was a busy time for the women of the early settlers. 
The cows were hand-milked. Water was carried from springs 
or creeks to cool the milk so the cream would float to the 
top. The cream was skimmed off and, when enough was saved 
and the cream was of the right consistency, it was churned 
into butter. Much of it was traded for necessities . In the fall 
crocks were filled with butter and stored in a cool place for 
winter . 

An early model hay rake 

When the creameries began operations they supplied the 
cans for the cream. In the early years of operation, horses 
and wagons were used to pick up the cans. Some farmers 
made their own delivery and were paid one cent a pound 
more. When the trucks took over, they covered a much 
larger territory. 

The cream separator was quickly accepted. It was a 
treasured convenience that was usually kept in a corner of 
the kitchen before there was a milk house or basement. But
ter was obtained in exchange for cream, and Granny's butter 
bowl , ladle, prints and churn went into retirement , and are 
now collectors' items. 

Mower for haying 

The dairy herds increased and came under a marketing 
board which controls quotas. The quotas have to be kept 
filled in winter as well as summer to supply the demands 
of the consumer. The demand for cheese has also increased. 

The standards for operating a dairy herd are high - milk 
room equipped with stainless cooling tank, a sink and hot 
water along with disinfectants to sterilize the milking 
machines . The walls and floors are also kept immaculate. 
Bossy has been promoted; she has a bath twice a day, and 
gets milked in a milking parlour, a far cry from the cold 
hands that used to grab her in the winter. 

The rooster that strutted in the yard and woke everyone 
at dawn, no longer exists. Mother hen would be put in a 
box with twelve or fourteen eggs. After twenty-one days a 
close check would be kept to see how many chicks would 
be hatched. Those who had geese and ducks had to wait 
twenty-eight days for their fluffy, new arrivals. 

Hay Stack 



Three horses on binder on Erwin Hamill 's Farm - circa 1925 
Seated - Alvin Hamill; Standing left - Carman Hamill; Standing right - Percy Hamill 

Hatcheries then took the place of the hen, and hatched eggs 
by the thousands. Large hen houses are built to accom
modate these chicks, and in the laying period, they resemble 
an assembly line. If production is not up to expectations, 
the hens are supplied with an extended hour of light to keep 
them awake and busy. If this does not give the required 
results, they get another hour of light, and so on up to a 
sixteen-hour day. What would happen if hens formed a 
union? 

At one time mother pig wallowed in the mud, and ate 
whatever she could find; a hay or straw stack was her shelter. 
She is now housed in a clean, disinfected barn, with air con
ditioning, slatted floors, water bowl and balanced diet. From 
the turn of the century to the forties, each farmer usually 
raised and finished the pigs that survived from the farrow
ings on his farm. The operations became larger, and 
specialized farrow-to-finish operations have become 
numerous. The population of pigs in these operations goes 
well into the hundreds. 

Sheep are making a comeback, as a demand for natural 
fibers is taking precedence over the synthetic materials. 
Lamb has also found its way back on the list of meats of 

Goat herds have been springing up with the demand for 
goats' milk increasing . In many cases it is used for babies 
and the very old who cannot digest cows milk, and by those 
who have allergies. There is a ready market for the kids used 
for sacrificial purposes at special religious holidays . They 
also supply family needs for meat and milk. They require 
small space and their diet requirements are simple. 

the family diets . Field of Slooks, 1982 
( -ourtt'\\ ol A . . ( 'l;irl l' 
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Seeding Operation Underway 
Six years old Tom Beirnes (deceased) watches his uncle Joe fill 
lhe seed drill on lheir farm near Williamsford in 1957. 
Couricsy of Muriel Woods 

The horse should be given as much credit for the pioneer
ing progress, and development of this township as man. 
A lot was expected of the horses. From seeding to harvest 
they contributed much. In winrer they worked in the woods. 
On the Sabbath they provided transportation for their 
master and family to attend church services and visit friends. 
When there were no roads for vehicles, they carried their 
owners or his neighbours on their backs . When tractors took 
over, man had other plans for the horses . Horse racing is 
big business . The heavy farm horse does odd jobs, while 
sleigh and hay rides have become quite popular. At fair and 
exhibition time, horses are decked with special brass 
mounted harness , bows in their manes and tails. Top per
formance is expected to bring home the top awards. 

Lot 22, Concession 4, loading hay wil h hay loader.by Lorne Young and 
John Armslrong. 
Courtc,y of !\1 r-1 . Reta Arm,trong 

The farmer who climbs into his 200 horse-power tractor 
with diesel fuel, cab, hydraulics, air conditioning, and two
way radio is a different breed from the man that followed 
the oxen. or horse, or mounted the spring seat of the old 
50 horse-power, two-plow gas tractor. As the eighties pro
gress, we will see more twenty-four row planters in the fields, 
more dairy, beef and pork performance testing and more 
desktop computers in the farm offices. 

To the casual passerby little will seem to have changed 
- the fields will be green, the cattle mixed shades of brown, 
black and white, the barns trim and neat. Yet over the years 
changes on the farm have been enormous. 

Modern Hay Bales 

MASONS AND FRAMERS 
" A building is only as good as its foundation." That has 

been proven as many of the foundations built 100 years ago 
still hold up the barns and crops and house the livestock . 
The masons who can be remembered in the Holland Centre 
and Williamsford district are, Fredrick and Adolph Grassing 
and Fredrick Routenburg. The trade •is carried on by their 
families. 

Without colleges to train and give instruction, our early 
residents developed trades by practice and their imaginative 
ability, by measuring, boring holes and laying out timbers 
that went together perfectly to make a barn frame at the 
call of "All heave!" 

Robert Howey who resided on lot 29 and 30, concession 
3, E.T.S .R. was one of these early framers, also serving on 
council. Thomas Armstrong of lot 24, concession 4 also 
framed and built barns. He also built the scales at the 
Chatsworth and Holland Centre Railway Stations that were 
used to weigh cattle and hogs before they were loaded on 
the train. He built similar scales for local farmers. Wesley 
Patton, formerly of Harkaway and later Holland Centre, 
has a number of barns to his credit. Albert Schildroth and 
Harry Heft of Williamsford were much in demand. Many 
summers were spent away from their families plying their 
trade where needed. Thomas Abbott and his brother, Henry, 
were barn framers in the Berkeley area, and framed the 
Moran barn. 
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BARNS 

The first barns were built of log in the 1850's and 1860's 
as the land was cleared. The log barns were constructed hur
riedly to house the few farm animals, to provide storage 
space for the first crops of hay and grain, and to protect 
against wild animals. As farms were cleared, more massive 
structures known as the bank barns were built, perhaps 60 ft. 
by 100 ft. These barns had a poured concrete foundation 
or were built of stone and mortar. The early barns were built 
by the farmers themselves, working together at what was 
known as "Bees" . 

Today one builds by contract, with the farmer often 
assisting the contractor. 

Bees to build log barns were an example of neighbourly 
co-operation. Neighbours came early, bringing their tools 
axes , saws, mauls etc. All worked with a will, trimming 
and peeling the trunks of trees already cut, felling others, 
cutting them into the required lengths, then drawing them 
by oxen to the selected location. Then a skilled framer not
ched the end of each log so that the logs fitted firmly together 
and the barn would be solid for years to come. Usually the 
farmer fi nished the interior himself as time permitted. 

As the farm prospered and the land was finally cleared, 
the second generation barns were built, mainly in the period 
1890 - 1905 to replace the early log barns. T he barn was 
a first priority, before a new brick or stone house - wife 
and children could wait, livestock and harvest could not. 

A new barn was a source of pride and required years of 
preparation. It was built for endurance, to be passed from 
father to son, but it could not be built without the co
operation of the neighbours at the Bee and Barn Raising. 

First a site had to be selected, dry and level, convenient 
to the house, and with easy access to the fields. 
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Many hundreds of pieces made the barn a whole, and each 
piece had to be cut from wood, mainly rock elm, ash, maple 
or oak . Each piece would be cut to size, squared with an 
adze, chiselled, and mortised, and stored for use. Siding and 
flooring would be roughcut at the saw mill. When all pieces 
were ready, building began. 

The first step was laying. the stone foundation . Usually 
a mason was hired to do this, placing stone upon stone each 
held in place by mortar. Squared timbers known as mud sills, 
were laid on the foundation . Floor beams and joists on 
which the floor boards would be laid were then put into 
place. Quite o ften bents were fashioned on the ground and 
every necessary piece placed near at hand so that the work 
at the Bee would go rapidly. 

Barn Raising 
Lot 65-66 Concession 2, N.E.T.S.R. (Circa) 1950 

Counesy of Howard Hodgkinson 

Preparation for the barn raising was progressing in the 
house also. Pigs and cattle were slaughtered for hams and 
roasts. Chickens were killed , relishes, pickles and preserves 
were brought up from the cellar. Cooking pots, or ovens, 
were made from brick, and iron grates and firewood 
gathered. Bags of potatoes were ready for peeling, and in 
season, beans, peas, corn and tomatoes came from the 
garden. Countless pies, cakes, tarts, loaves of bread, buns 
etc. came from the hands of the housewife. 

Finally the day arrived . Early in the morning the men 
came in their work clothes, the women and children to visit 
and lend a hand. The men's first task was to select their cap
tains, who then picked their teams. Also , there was an 
overseer. Work began immediately, in broiling sun or pour
ing rain. Each team moved to the bent (a vertical frame o f 
posts and beams) . The combined efforts o f many strong men 
li fted the beams into place. The bents were raised by means 
of sixteen foot pike poles - each team trying to raise its 
bent first. To do this, all heaved at the same time. The "All 
heave!" call came from the overseer and evoked the ultimate 
in human cooperation and effort. Every man gave all of his 
strength. Anyone who didn't heave wasn't fit company for 
his fellows. The racing sometimes led to tragedy. Perhaps 
a worker would fall from the purline plate (the beams resting 
on top of the girder posts and on which the end of the rafters 
sat); one might be knocked to the ground by a swingig beam, 
or the bent might slip from the pikes, crash to the ground 
and crush the men. 



There would be a break for a noon meal, and again at five 
o'clock. Work proceeded until dark. The bents , the plates, 
the beams the rafters would all be put into place. Siding and 
roofing was usually completed by the owner himself. 

The Bee, jn pioneer days, was usually a celebration. In 
the evening the fiddles appeared and dancing began, often 
lasting far into the night. This was the way of life of the 
farm family around the turn of the century. 

Years passed; the farmer grew old and his son assumed 
responsibilities. The barn weathered, its siding slivered, its 
foundation cracked. But it survived lightning, frost, disease, 
wind, snowstorms and still it stood. 

The barn saw changes - from oxen to horses, to tractors, 
the coming of power-drawn farm implements, the installa
tion of electric power. They still stand today, the barns of 
the raisings, the fruits of community effort, the rewards of 
co-operation among friends. The simple barn, unnoticed in 
our everyday life, is the symbol of our country pride. 

The pole barns of today are modern buildings, but they 
lack the community participation of earlier days. This is just 
one more example of something that is missing from the 
present way of life, and one more noticeable change. 

Hauling gravel near Moggie 1918; William McKay, Ed Schuknecht, Chris 
Stadie, Bob McKay, William Schuknecht and his daughter Pearl Schuknecht 
Councw or P. Wheildon 

BUZZ SAW BEES 
In the early J 900's the farmers always got their fire wood 

ready for the next year. During the winter they would cut 
down trees such as maple, beech and elm, trim all the branches 
off and cut them in to 12 ' or 15 ' lengths. This was drawn 
to the farmers' yards and put in a pile. When the men had 
a slack day in March, the buzz bee was called. The saw was 
usually owned by a local farmer. The neighbours were called 
to help. When they were finished at one farm they would 
move on to the next. It was the children's job to pile the 
wood neatly in piles to dry after the cutting. In the fall the 
wood was put in the wood shed for the winter's heat. The 
farmer's wife was called upon for meals at the buzzings, -
the best of meat, cake pie and tarts. Either buzzing wood 
or threshing grain meant a big day on the farm. 

THE LITTLE HOUSE BEHIND THE 
BIG HOUSE 

There was a time when everyone, regardless of social 
standing, had a little house behind the big house with an 
out-dated Eaton's catalogue and calendars . It was usually 
a two-haler, a large hole and a small one, to accommodate 
a ll ages and sizes. The small one usually had a step up to 
accommodate the user with short legs. 

There was one in particular that got a lot of attention. 
It was on the premises of John Lauber on Concession 2. 
The buildings were on the side road, and the houses were 
close to the road. Every Hallowe'en for a number of years 
the "trick-or-treat" gang paid the Laubers a visit. Some 
went in for treats while a peeping Tom outside kept watch 
of what was going on inside. At the right moment, after the 
treats were collected, he would give the signal and over 
would go the little house. They always made sure the door 
was underneath. After a few years of righting the little 
house, it was moved and securely fastened to the back of 
the wood shed. 

Hallowe'en was never the same. 
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Wooden pump at the home of R. K . McAvoy 

THE BATH 
During the first years of the settlers, when the seasons 

were not suitable for a dip in the nearest pond, lake, or river, 
there was a bath night on Saturdays . Doing the job at the 
end of the week served two purposes, clean clothes and body 
for church, and a clean start of a new week. 

If the family was not the owner of a wash boiler, the water 
was heated in pots or whatever utensils were available. After 
supper, a wood or tin tub would be placed in the warmest 
location in the house, usually beside the cook stove or fire 
place. When the water was ready, one after the other took 
his turn, with a bar of home-made soap in one hand and 
a wash cloth in the other. 

The children were bathed first so Mother could keep a 
watchful eye to see that it had been done, since being clean 
was important to a pioneer mother. When the young ones 
were all bundled into their beds, Mother and Father had 
their turn, and the one who used the tub last had to empty 
it and store it ready for use the following Saturday night. 

THE MAKING OF MAPLE SYRUP 
Life for the pioneers was hard, but all was not gloom. 

After working in the woods all winter, the settlers looked 
forward to the first task of spring - making maple syrup. 
To do this they used shallow wooden troughs and wooden 
spiles which they had made on stormy days in the winter. 
With the first warm weather, the spites were inserted into 
holes bored in the trunks of the maples and the sap would 
flow into the troughs· set below. The sap was collected in 
any available container - pail, barrel, or wash tub. 

30 

Many of the early settlers had no way of boiling the sap, 
except in the small iron pot hanging from the fireplace. This 
was a laborious task. When the sap had condensed to a ;er
tain consistency, it had to be clarified. This was done by 
adding a beaten egg, or milk. If these were not available, 
the sap was strained through a cloth. The heat was reduced 
and the impurities were gathered in the congealed egg or 
milk, then skimmed. 

Once clarified, the syrup was again boiled until it reached 
the stage where a few drops on a saucer of snow hardened. 
it was then poured into containers and allowed to harden , 
and thus become maple sugar . For many households this 
was the main sweetener for the next year. 

It was a convenience when the family could afford a huge 
iron sugar kettle, tin or galvanized sap buckets and metal 
spiles. Sap was then boiled in the kettle over a fireplace in 
the bush and taken to the house ready to be clarified. This 
was followed by the use of sap pans which shortened the 
time for boiling. Evaporation in a sugar shack in the bush 
was the next advancement. From these, the syrup was ready 
for the containers. 

Left to right - Mrs. J. Beirnes, Mrs. Edith Hagey, Lloyd and Dorthy Hagey 
in front , boiling maple syrup. 
Courtc"'y o r F. Beirne" 

Almost all households had to perform this task out of 
necessity. Each family made syrup for its own use. Recently 
many buckets and spiles have been replaced by a pipeline 
system . At this time some people have made a business of 
maple syrup making, tapping large numbers of trees and 
selling the finished product. This occupation for the most 
part is now left to those who are equipped to produce the 
syrup by modern means and less labour. 



Grandma Sinclair - Mrs. George Sinclair (nee Jane Gell) 
Counesy of Mrs. Alex Givem 

SPINNING YARN 

Over one hundred years ago spinning yarn was very 
necessary to make garments and accessories to protect 
families from the cold. In the 1970's and 1980's the art has 
again been revived by a new generation as a hobby. Looms 
have also made a comeback and after the yarn is made it 
is woven into material to reupholster antique furniture by 
some of Holland Township citizens. The process is explained 
in the following article by Jean Routenburg. 

Select a fleece that is clean and free from chaff and burrs. 
The staple (hairs) should be long and well crimped. If 
clothing is to be the end product then the staple should be 
fine. If the project is a rug or upholstery the staple can be 
coarser. 

The fleece will spin easiest in the grease, that is unwashed, 
with the lanolin sti ll present. If the fleece has a lot of manure 
and mud on the ends it can be washed in plain water and 
dried before spinning. This leaves the lanolin intact. 

The wool is carded to line up the fibres in one direction 
and to remove any bits of vegetation and dirt. It is rolled 
off the carder into what is called a rolag and from this it 
is spun into yarn. The yarn can be made into two or three-ply 
strands depending on the project and the thickness of the 

The yarn can now be washed in warm soapy water to 
remove the lanolin and greasy dirt. This will leave the yarn 
soft and white, unless it i a coloured fleece. 

If colour is desired, the yarn is mordanted and dyed. The 
mordant makes the colour attach itself to the wool fibres 
and stay there . The yarn is placed in a pot of water with 
the mordant, and simmered on the stove for an hour or so. 
Alum makes a nice medium colour. Chrome is a little 
brighter. Iron saddens the colour. Tin makes a bright colour 
but leaves the yarn with a harsh feel. 

Colours can be found anywhere in goldenrod, Queen 
Anne's lace, horsetails, onion skins, sumac, carrot tops, 
apple bark or walnuts which need no mordant. The list is 
endless. 

The collected colour material can be boiled in water for 
an hour or two. The mordanted wool is then put in the 
colour bath and simmered for an hour or until the desired 
colour is attained. Make sure the temperature of the wool 
is never changed quickly or it will matt and felt. Raise and 
lower the temperature of the wool gradually. 

When dry, the yarn is ready to knit or weave into the 
desired garment or fabric. 

yarn produced. Mn, . Arlhur Roulenburg spinning wool 1982. 
< 0 11111.·, , nl A . . < I.uh· 
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World Championship for Field Peas 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Lee, Lot 35, Concession 2, 

E.G.R. Holland Township exhibited a bushel of peas at the 
Holland Township School Fair in 1932 where they placed 
first in their class. The peas were then taken to the Cham
pionship School Fair held in Owen Sound later that autumn 
and again won first place. The judge, the late professor W. J. 
Squirrel, Head of Field Husbandry Department, O.A .C. 
Guelph, was so impressed that he requested the exhibit be 
shown at the International Hay and Grain Show at Chicago. 
It was awarded first prize and $100.00 there. Jn 1933, with 
other peas, they were shown at the World's Seed Fair at 
Regina winning the World's Grand Championship for small 
yellow peas and $300.00 in prize money. The late Bob Lee 
brought credit to himself as a seed grower and honour to 
Holland Township and Grey County. 

Owen Sound Sun Times 
December 2, 1932 

ARMSTRONG FARM 
Thomas Armstrong was born in Scotland in 1849. With 

little more than hope and courage he crossed the Atlantic 
as a youth to start a new venture. He endured the usual hard
ships looking for a place to call home and, along with so 
many others, heard of the Queens Bush and headed north 
;ollowing blazed trails . 

He bought Lot 22, Concession 4 in 1875, and cleared it 
of virgin timber. He married Alison Aitcheson, and their 
family was John, Jennie (Mrs. J. Webb), and Maggie (Mrs. 
Wm . Allen) . Thomas died in 1928. 

John took over the farm after the death of his father, and 
married Lila Mae Black. They had one son, John Jr. In 1935 
John Sr. passed away leaving the responsibility of the farm· 
to his wife and fourteen-year-old son . 

Mrs. John Armstrong Farm 1875 - 1982 
Courtt.:,y o l A. N . Clarke 
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At age thirteen he trained a pair of oxen, fitted them with 
harness and used them for transportation around the farm. 
His interest in animals turned to horses, and in 1958 he made 
his first showing. John and his horses were present at all 
parades and fairs. The many awards he won are proof of 
his and his family's efforts in training and showmanship. 

He married Loretta (Reta) Woyce in 1945 and their family 
is Angus, Viola (Mrs. Wm. Cook), Linda (Mrs. M. Woods), 
Margaret (Mrs. F. Halliday) and Heather (Mrs. E. Beirnes). 

John died suddenly December 26, 198 l. The Armstrong 
family continues to operate the farm, and Angus continues 
with his father's interest in horses. 

Courtesy of A. N. Clarke Frank Beirnes 1883 - 1982 

BEIRNES FARM 

Joseph Beirnes was born in Guelph in 1840 when it was 
sti ll a village. He married Emily Eagle, born in 1851 in 
Blenheim. 

They bought lot 53 con . 2 in 1883 . Joseph Beirnes died 
in 1919 and his wife in 1934. They had four sons - Ed
ward, Rev. George, Rev. F. William, and Wellington, and 
five daughters - Maud (Mrs. T. Sauder), Edith (Mrs. I. 
Hagey), Grace (Mrs. J. Peacock), Lillian (Mrs. 0. 
Asmussen) and Hazel (Mrs. Stranks-McDonald). 

In 1919 Wellington took over the farm and married Alice 
Jackson. Their children were Muriel (Mrs. G. Woods) and 
James . Alice died in 1923. For a number of years Wellington 
was school trustee and served as township councillor . In 1925 
he married Mary Bell who died in I 954. Their children were 
Joseph, John, Dorothy (Mrs . R. Berry), Catherine (Mrs. 
H. Reekie), Alexander and Frank. Wellington died in 1980. 



In 1966 Frank bought the farm and in 1966 he married 
Helen Marie .Moran . Their children are Ronald, Robert 
Angela and Andrea. In 1976 a modern hog barn was built, 
and a farrow-to-finish operation replaced the previous mixed 
farming. Frank was elected to council in 1974. FrankBeirnes 
became Reeve of Holland Township in 1983 . 

BENNETT FARM 
William Bennett and his wife Mary Ann Frazer came from 

Ireland and settled here around 1889. They had a family of 
six, 4 girls and 2 boys, Annie, William, John James, Martha, 
Alice and Mary. William Bennett passed away in 1912 after 
his son John James had taken over the farm in 1899. He 
was married to Martha Jane Bowles in 1902. They had 3 
Margaret and John B. They did general farming and had 
sheep and in later years did a little market gardening. The 
trees were planted around the log house when Stewart was 
13 years old. The children all went to S.S. No. 6 school. 
Stewart remembers when his grandmother poisoned a bear 
that was eating the pig feed. 

Court e,y of Walter Harpley Bennett Farm 

As the years went by the family left. Stewart was married 
and had a daughter, Doris. Charlotte worked in Markdale 
Creamery as bookeeper for years and never married. George 
was a bachelor. Margaret married R. John Fee of Holland 
Centre. John B. was also a bachelor and a great musician. 
He played at dances with his cousin Richard Irving. Stewart, 
George and John B. went off to war. John B. was killed 
overseas and Stewart and George returned home. 

Stewart took over the farm in I 941 and with his English 
bride lived with his parents. Stewart and Violet had a 
daughter, Primrose. George died in his 58th year. John Jas. 
Bennett passed away in 1962. Stewart engaged in sheep 
far ming and worked as a janitor in the small factory in town. 

Over the years the house has been renovated and covered 
with siding, but the barn is still in the original state. 

Taking stock to market - Circa 1925 

BYERS FARM 
Joseph Byers was born at Castle Blarney, Monaghan, 

Ireland in 1819. His father died when he was a baby. His 
mother saw to it that he had a good education. He appren
ticed as a linen damask weaver and when his training was 
completed he set up a business of his own. Working 
together, mother and son saved enough for two passages 
to Canada . A large part of their luggage was pluck and 
courage. 

After a seven-week voyage they arrived at Muddy York 
(Toronto) where they took up their trade of weaving cloth . 
The story of land-for-the-asking sounded so attractive that 
they soon set out for the Queen's Bush. 

When they arrived at Durham, the Saugeen was on the 
rampage and had carried logs and brush together, and formed 
a dam that held the water to great depths. Joseph Byers col
lected some cedar poles and put together a raft that floated 
his mother , himself and their luggage down to the bridge. 
They travelled along the trail gashed by axe blows for four
teen miles, finding no living soul other than settler Jessman, 
until they arrived at lot 24 con . 1, in 1842. 

A house was immediately built from the standing timber. 
They had a free farm but no grain to sow, nor machinery, 
nor oxen to clear the land. Joseph and a neighbour went 
to Guelph to work in the woods to earn the price of an ox 
each and then shared the yoke of oxen. 

In 1847 Joseph Byers married Charlotte Lee, and their 
aisle to the altar was again the blazed trail of forest trees 
to the Methodist Parsonage of Rev . Neelands near Owen 
Sound. 

Joseph Sr. constructed a turning lathe as an aid in mak
ing household furniture. He also made a loom for weaving 
the homespun yarn. His wife helped with the weaving in her 
leisure time while mothering ten children, John, William, 
Charlotte, Joseph Jr. , George, Matilda, Samuel, Jane, 
Thomas and James. 
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Part of the old Byers home at the left, Samuel in the buggy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Byers, George and Tom in front of the house and Jane Byers (Mrs. 
Peter McIntosh) in front. Lot 24, Con . I, E.G.R. 1842 - 1982. 
Courtesy or Stewart Byers 

In 1880 a new stone home was built from the stone on 
the family farm with the date carved into a stone above the 
front door. The cherry wood stair railing was the handiwork 
of the pioneer father. 

He also helped build the brick school on the corner of 
his farm, and had an organizational meeting to form a con
gregation of the Williamsford Presbyterian Church. He served 
as magistrate and held court in his home, served as Reeve 
in 1858, and deputy reeve for 2 years, and as an elder in 
the Dornoch Church from 1870 until his death in 1900. 

A neighbour bought a purebred Clydesdale mare which 
died giving birth to her colt. He had no means of raising 
the colt, so it was given to Joseph Byers to raise. The 
challenge proved successful and the foal was the start of a 
long line of purebred Clydesdale horses . A cow was given 
in exchange for the colt. 

A tintype picture of Joseph Byers Jr. as a boy in the family 
album portrays him in clothes of material that was grown, 
spun, woven and sewn on this farm. Thomas Byers operated 
the farm for a time prior to 1902. 

Samuel married Margaret Doyle in 1891 and took over 
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the farm, in 1902 as well as continuing with the bees. Their 
family was Joseph, Mary, James, Ethel, Ben, Charlotte, and 
Stewart. In 1902-03 the new bank barn was built. 

Samuel was a church elder for a total of 38 years, as well 
as being on the school board for a time. Mrs. S. Byers died 
in 1924 and Samuel in 1945. In 1935 Stewart took over the 
farm and married Dorothy Tribble. Their family, Leslie, 
Jean and Joyce were the fifth generation born on the farm. 

The first bees in Holland Township, as remembered by 
James B. Byers, were owned by a Mr. Williams who lived 
on part of lot 24, concession 1 east of the Garafraxa Road. 
At that time Thomas Byers lived on the farm next to Mr. 
Williams and got some bees from him for his own honey 
supply. This was in the late 1800's. Samuel Byers returned 
to the family farm in 1902, keeping the bees and operating 
the farm. In 1922, son James became interested in the bee 
operation and increased the number of colonies. In 1924 the 
extracting plant was built,. and in 1929 it was taken over as 
a separate business by James. In 1945 Stewart Byers bought 
the property with the extracting plant and part of the bee 
colonies. In 1979 Leslie Byers bought the plant and business 
from his father, Stewart Byers. The land where the extrac
ting plant is located has been in the Byers name since 1842. 



CECIL CARBERT FARM 
Shadynook Farm "being south half of Lot 14 concession 

12 and 1/ 3 part of Lot 15 concession 12 Holland contain
ing 155 acres of land" was purchased by William Carbert 
in 1879 and.was where he and his wife Elizabeth Campbell 
Carbert lived until his death in 1922. 

To them were born five sons and six daughters. Many days 
of hard work were done by these pioneers in raising stones, 
building stone fences, and clearing the land for cultivation. 
All the water for the stock and for use in the house was 
pumped by hand. The first buildings were a log barn and 
a log house. In later years these were replaced by a frame 
barn on a stone foundation and a frame house. Since then 
a shed was added to the barn and the house was enlarged and 
cemented. Since Mr. Carbert's death, the farm has been 
operated by his son Cecil, who with his wife Nettie (Richard
son) and their family of four sons and one daughter - Glen, 
Harry, Reggie , Nelson and Isobel - have made many more 
improvements to the farm and buildings such as large stones 
being removed from the fields, and wire fences replacing 
rail ones. More modern machinery is used in cultivating and 
harvesting the crop. Hydro has been installed in both house 
and barn and is also used to pump the water. The Carberts 
are active in church, school and community affairs. 

Glen married Wilda Fothergill. 
Harry married Doris Mcinnis 
Reggie married Mary Boyle. 
Nelson was killed in a car accident. 
Isobel married Walter Goudy. 
Cecil Carbert passed away in 1983. 

Cecil Carbert Farm 

FEE FARM 
William and Anna Maria Fee and their six children, Mary 

19, Alice 17, Thomas 15, Hester Jane (Hessie) 11, Willie 
8, and John 5, moved to Lot 38, Holland Township in late 
October 1880, to take up residence in a small frame house 
located at the site of the present house. They came from 
County Langford in Ireland. The house, which was one and 
a half stories high , had no stone or brick chimney and was 
burned to the ground in the summer 1882. When Alice came 
in from working outdoors to prepare a meal she used 
wooden chips to start the fire in the cook stove. Burning 
briskly, the pipes and then the roof took fire . With the help 
of neighbours the Fees were able to save most of their per
sonal possessions and furniture, but the house burned. 
Thereafter until a new slightly larger house was built over 
the small cellar, the family lived in part of the log barn . It 
was demolished after the 40' x 60' frame barn was built in 
1892. 

(. m fflL'') of Margarl.'I I- cc Fee Farm 

On the death of William Fee in 1891, his widow, Anna 
Maria, became owner of the front 10 acres on which the 
buildings stood. The remaining 68 acres were bequeathed 
to Thomas, the eldest son, on condition that he assist his 
younger brothers become established. In 1896 Thomas pur
chased Lot 21 Concession 4 E.G.R. onto which property 
his mother and brothers moved in the summer of 1899. 
Thomas was then full owner of Lot 38. Tom built a one
storey addition to the south side of the house to serve as 
the kitchen 11 ' wide and 22' long. 
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Thomas married Ida May Stone on January 1st, 1900. 
They were blessed with 10 children, Florence, Lillian and 
Laura (twins), Alice, Edna, Mary, Doris, Guy, Harold and 
Reginald John. In 1908 the woodshed along the east end 
of the house was torn down and replaced by a 1-1/2 storey 
house which was moved on rollers across the fields from 
the Jackson place, Lot 37. This building served as a sum
mer kitchen and storage rooms for many years, while wood 
was stored in a building previously used as an ice house. 

Tom planned to replace their frame house with a two
storey cement block house. The lumber was sawn at the mill 
in Holland Centre from the logs taken from the bush and 
were piled to the south of the barn to dry. 

In March 1896, Lot 39 Concession 2 (50 acres) was pur
chased from Frances and Ann McCann for $500.00 and in 
March 1898, W part Lot 37 consisting of 50 acres was pur
chased from the heirs of John Jackson for $775.00. Tom 
also purchased from the Crown the adjoining 22 acres east 
part Lot 37 with the rights of way thereto for $22.00. Lots 
39 and 40 North-East sections totalling 60 acres were bought 
in March 1905 from Eli Anderson. The West part Lot 40 
Concession 2 S.W.T.S.R. 50 acres was purchased in 1920 
from William and Margaret Campbell (daughter of Frances 
McCann) for $575.00 cash. 

The outbreak of War in 1914 meant a.shortage of man
power so the house to the north of the orchard was never 
built. A portion of the lumber was used to re-roof a large 
section of the south side of the barn roof which was blown 
off by a tornado-like wind on Good Friday 1913. Another 
portion of lumber was used to erect a 24' x 40' implement 
shed. Earlier, a small frame barn was moved form the 
Jackson property on rollers by Will Fee's team of Percheron 
horses, where it served as a pig pen and hen house for many 
years. The 60' long barn was extended to the east by a 20 
foot addition enlarging the mow area and providing a fourth 
stable to house Tom's fine Clydesdale horses, while forty 
head of cattle were stabled in the rest of the barn. The 
original plank floor stabling was replaced by cement. 

Tom Fee was thankful for the huge elm tree that flourished 
by the manure pile south of the barn, as he believed the tree 
would be struck with lightning rather than the barn. The 
five great trees in front of the property may have protected 
the house, as one was struck and splintered on September 
16, 1931. 

Thomas Fee passed away at his home at age 66 years. 

In the autumn of 1931 the farms, totalling 310 acres, 
became the property of Harold William and Reginald John 
Fee with the provision that they make payment of stated 
sums of money to their mother and brother, Guy, and fulfil 
other requirements. Mrs. Thomas Fee lived with her 
daughter, Lillian, in Hamilton from 1939 until 1959 when 
she passed away. 

Harold and R. John farmed in partnership all their lives. 
John married the former Margaret Bennett in 1939 and their 
children are, Jim, Jean, William, Marilyn, and Tom. Harold 
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served overseas from 1943 to 1945 when he returned home. 
In 1944 John bought the trucking business from Wallace 
Cameron and trucked stock to Toronto for Jim Kennefick. 
He retired from trucking in 1953. In 1958 Harold bought 
Lots 34 and 35 (150 acres) under the Soldiers' Land Act. 
John's son William built a home on the corner of this 
property in 1972 and sold to Allan Jex who is the present 
owner since 1975. 

Fee's first tractor was an auto track and always seemed 
to be under repair. 

William took over the farming on Lots 34 and 35 in 197 5 
and still resides on this property. 

In 1966 Lot 36, the William Kirktown farm was added 
and in 1969 Arthur Clarke bought the house and two acres 
of land where he still lives. The Fee's youngest son Tom 
bought the rest of Lot 36 and built a house on it in 1973, 
selling it to the present owner Robert Berry of British Col
umbia. In 1951 the old house was torn down and an eleven
room house was built covered with Insul Brick. Margaret 
and John sold Lots 37, 38 , 39 and 40 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Altmann in 1973 and moved to Lot 35 for two years, mov
ing to Markdale in 1975. Harold suffered a stroke and pass
ed away in September 1975. 

Lot 21 Concession 3 E.G.R. consisting of 116 acres was 
purchased from the Crown in April 1862 by John Perryman 
Wheler for $261.00. In October 1896 it was purchased by 
Tom Fee for $175.00 cash and a mortgage of $785.00 at 6%. 
In July I 901 Thomas transferred ownership to his brother 
William Charles for $500.00. William passed away in 1940 
and his son Joseph Charles assumed the farms. Twenty-five 
acres abutting the eastern side of Lot 21 were purchased 
from George S. Stoddart for $1,000.00 in 1918. Joseph and 
his wife, Gladys McCartney whom he married in March 
1940, farmed on this property and ran a saw mill making 
basket bottoms. They had one daughter, Sheila. 

In 1963 the Fees sold the farms to Thelma Riemer and 
moved to Lot I, Concession I E.G.R. in Williamsford. They 
continued to make basket bottoms until January 1979 when 
Joe passed away. Gladys still resides in Williamsford. 

GILLESPIE FARM 
John Gillespie and his wife Mary Ann Downey caµie on 

a boat from Ireland with their family - Andrew, Martha, 
and James who was the baby. The rocking chair which the 
baby was rocked in on the boat is still in the family . 

They had heard of the great timber country in Holland 
Township, and in 1855 the family travelled across country 
to Durham north to Arnott, and then followed the winding 
road south to Mount Pleasant where they bought land, 



which at that time was mostly bush . They travelled by 
wagon, drawn by horses , and they brought with them the 
necessary farm implements, which included a plough, cradle 
and sickle, and a few household articles. There were no 
buildings of any account, and the Gillespie family were soon 
to play the role of pioneers as they hewed a home out of 
the forest. 

At that time the road ran north to Arnott, but there was 
no direct route from there to Owen Sound. South of Mount 
Pleasant there was only a trail through the sink hole . Those 
were the days when Cornabuss (now Markdale) was still 
awaiting the coming of the railroad, but Mount Pleasant 
community had a store and tannery, a blacksmith shop and 
hotel to accommodate the families of the neighbourhood. 
A school built on the corner of the Gillespie farm also serv
ed as a church. The school yard was the only burial ground, 
and on funeral days the school had a holiday. 

There were twelve children in the Gillespie family, Andrew 
and a sister, Mrs. Martha Moore of the American Sault, being 
the only two members surviving . Mr. Gillespie recalls that 
the table which they brought from Monaghan Twp. , which 
is now more than a hundred years old , would not seat all 
the children at once, and Andrew well remembers having 
to take his lunch to school for that reason . Like other boys 
of his day, he went to school for a "spell" in the winter , 
and he recalls before he was the age of seven learning '' Latin 
roots" which they thought were as interesting as they were 
useful. 

Gillespie Farm 
Loi 72-73 Concession 2, E.T.S. R., Wes & Kathleen Peare) 

( ourtl'"i) of \\' alter H arph:) 

Andrew married Elizabeth Wright, and took over the 
farm. They raised a family of one girl - Amelia, and four 
boys - Oscar, Milton, William and Harold . In 1940 Harold 
married the former Reta Foster, and they lived in part of 
the house until I 960. Andrew Gi llespie died in I 950, and 
his wife one year later. They had celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on November 4, 1938. 

Oscar's son, Arthur, inherited the farm and ran a poultry 
business there until around 1963 , when he sold it to Wes 

GIVENS FARM 

Buill in 1876 by Tom Yales lot 18, concession 3, E.T.S.R. owner 1982, 
Gregory Givens. 
Courtc'iy of A . . larke 

John and Jane Worthington from England took up lots 
19 and 20 from the Crown in April 6, 1861 . John Worthing
ton 's daughter, Olive Jane, married Thomas Yates who later 
purchased the farm around 1870. The remaining lot 18 of 
the present farm was purchased by the couple in 1877 from 
John Deavitt who had taken lot I 8, from the crown around 
1858. ~ 

Thomas and Olive Jane Yates had a daughter, Mary Jane 
Yates who married Robert Givens the next owner of the 
farm. Robert and Mary Jane had two sons, Thomas, James 
and a daughter Annie. Robert Givens died when he was thir
ty years old. Mary Jane later married Robert 's brother Alex. 

; 

and Kathleen Pearcy, who are the present owners. Thomas and Annie llanna Givens 
( lllllll''' Ill \1 1, \k•, (11\1,,'ll' 
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Robert and Mary Jane's son, Thomas, became the next 
owner around 1910. Previously, Tom and his wife Annie 
(Hanna) lived in a log house on lot 18 for several years 
before moving to the present house. When Tom's mother 
died, he became owner. 

Tom and Annie Givens had one son, Alex, and three 
daughters Olive, Ruby and Myrtle. 

Alex Givens became the next owner of the farm in 1941 
when his father, Tom, died . Alex bought an additional one 
hundred acres, lots 19 and 20 concession 4 in 1943. 

Alex and Jean Macfarlane Givens, who were married in 
1928, had two sons, Donald and Greg, and two daughters, 
Yvonne and Eunice. 

The youngest son, Greg, purchased the present farm in 
June 1980. 

The present house was built in 1876 for the owner, Tom 
Yates, by a neighbour, John MacClelland. The barn, the 
first frame barn in the immediate area, was built by the same 
man in 1872, and remains today basically the same and in 
excellent condition. 

HAMPTON FARM 

On Aprill, 1880, Joseph Hampton and his wife, Minnie 
Shute, bought their farm from a William Hampton. They 
had two sons, Elmer and Leonard. After Mr. Hampton died 
the mother lived with her bachelor sons for many years. 
They did mixed farming with Durham cattle and always kept 
four or five horses. 

The land is rolling with a ten-acre wood lot. The present 
barn was built in 1903 and the house was finished in 1923. 
In June 1952 the hydro was installed. 

Leonard married the former Leona Kirk in 1955 and she 
nursed the ailing mother until her death. The dug well, which 
always went dry, was drilled in 1957 and a pressure system 
installed bringing water to the house and barn. A wood 
furnace was also installed then, which was replaced a few 
years ago by a combination oil and wood furnace. Inside 
renovations were done in the house in the l 960's and the 
veranda was closed in just recently. In 1975 the Hamptons 
invested in pure bred Hereford cattle and~anged to a cow
calf operation . Over the years modern farm machinery was 
introduced and the horses gradually disappeared. Leona 
raised geese for a number of years. 

The Hamptons now farm on a smaller scale as they sold 
their pasture farm of 117 acres on Lot 23 Concession 4 to 
Frank and Maria Probst a few years ago. This farm was 
formerly bought by a Robert Bridges in 1877 for $400.00. 
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Hampton Farm 
Coune~y of Leona Hampton 

The Chatsworth telephone exchange was installed in this 
area in the early 1900's, but many people had it disconnected 
because they could not afford it. 

HODGKINSON FARM 

This farm was bought from the Crown on April 27, 1854 
by William Jackson. He sold it to John Ritchie in 1886. He 
was Howard Hodgkinson's great-grandfather. Howard's 
mother was a daughter of Andrew Ritchie, John's son, and 
he sold to Howard Hodgkinson and Ilene Fothergill Nov. 
6, 1935. They started out with five cows, one sow, some hens 
and a team of grey horses called Daisy and Queen. They 
milked the cows by hand and carried water from the well. 
Howard ploughed with a one-furrow plough until 1948 when 
he purchased a Massey 20 tractor and a two-furrowed 
plough. Their children are Ronald and Donna. The family 
made syrup in the spring boiling it down in an iron kettle 
outside and finishing off in the house. As more cattle were 
acquired, a milking machine was purchased in 1953. 

One night when Ilene went to the barn to milk, she found 
Howard lying on the ground with the bull standing over him . 
Luckily the dog, Rex, was with her and chased the bull away. 
Needless to say the bull was away to market the next day. 

A piece was built to the barn in 1946 and in 1955 Lot 64 
consisting of 50 acres formerly owned by David Jackson Jr. 
was purchased from Gilbert Mcinnis and Lot 67 formerly 
owned by the Levens family was bought from John McFadden 
in 1961. Ronald took over the farm in 1965. He married 
Joan Shortt , and their children are Karen and Kevin . A 
threshing machine and combine were purchased along with 
a new milk house and pipeline milking equipment and all 
modern conveniences to operate a dairy farm . 



First Family of Dr. G. E. Howey Farm 
Back row, left to right - Li llian, Edward, Jessie, Frank 
Front ro w - Archie, Mrs. Samuel Howey, Mae, Pearl, Mr. Samuel Howey, Ma urice 

HOWEY FARM 
On January 12, 1877 Edward Howey purchased Lot 4 

Concession 3. Edward Howey was born in 1834 in Kilkenney, 
Ireland, and came to Canada at the age of nine. As a young 
man he married Eliza Stewart, who was born in 1836 in 
Ireland. She came to Canada at the age of 12. They farmed 
on Lot 4 Concession 8 in Holland where Mr. Howey died 
in 1894 and Mrs. Howey in 1913 . They are buried in the 
Baptist Cemetery on the fourth line of Sullivan Township. 

On June 4, 1877, Samuel Howey purchased the farm from 
his father, Edward. Samuel was born in 1858. He married 
Flora Muir of Sullivan Township in 1886. Her birth year 
is 1864. During the early years of their ownership many other 
parcels of land adjoining this lot were added to the proper
ty until there was a total of 368 acres. The farm then com
prised parts of Lots I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. One of the springs 
from which the Big Head River has its beginning is located 
on this farm . 

Samuel and Flora had a family of four sons and four 
daughters - Francis (Frank), Edward, Jessie, Maurice, 
Lillian, Pearl, Mae and Archie. Mr. and Mrs. Howey moved 
to Owen Sound in 1910 retaining ownership of the farm. 
Frank and Maurice carried on the farming enterprise, with 
their sister, Jessie, remaining with them until 1916 when she 
left to enter the Nursing Profession, graduating from 
Cumberland St. Hospital, New York in 1919. She later mar
ried William W. Hewitson of Keppel Township. 

Frank bought the farm from his father on March 25, 1920. 
Maurice who had married Grace Henry of the Tenth Line 
of Holland, purchased a farm in Derby Township. Frank 
married Martha (Mattie) Mcinnis of the Fifth Line of 
Sydenham in 1921. They had a family of three: Florence 
(Mrs. Jarvis Smith), Jean (Mrs. Robert Perdue) and Dr. 
Gilbert E. Howey. 
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The original brick house was completely destroyed by fire 
in August, 1930. In September of that year a garage was 
built which was used as cooking, eating and sleeping quarters 
for the family. The driving shed was used as sleeping 
quarters for the crew of men working on the new house 
which was completed and occupied before winter set in. 
Some of the spruce trees which form a windbreak on the 
west side of the house were planted by Jean while she was 
a pupil at Massie Public School. 

An addition was built to the east end of the barn in 1911. 
Hydro was installed in 1948. 

Of the other members of the Samuel Howey family, 
Lillian and Mae became nurses. Lillian married Dr. S. Farrar 
Kelley, and Mae married Stanley E. MacDonald. Pearl 
worked in Owen Sound and Moose Jaw and married 
William A. Baker . Edward went to Western Canada as a 
young man, being for a short time a policeman in Moose 
Jaw and later farming near Mossbank, Saskatchewan. His 
wife was Elsie Fitch. Archie never married but worked in 
Detroit. 

Mrs . Frank Howey passed away in 1962. Mr. Howey 
resided on the farm until his death in 1966. 

Dr. Gilbert E. Howey, the present owner, purchased the 
farm on June 6, 1967 . Part of the farm (175 acres) was sold 
to the North Grey Conservation Authority in 1972. The farm 
is currently operated by Robert and Brian Perdue. 

CHESTER JACKSON FARM 
Lot 6 Concession 2 E.G.R. Holland has been home to 

Mrs. Chester Jackson almost all of her life. 

Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Green 

( ounc,~ ol ">y<lm:~ l ild,,on 
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Aerial view of Chester Jackson farm 
Lot 6, Con. 2, E.G.R., R.R. #4, Chatsworth 

CourtC\) of ~1rs. 1arjorie Woods 

This farm was bought from the Crown by Edna Jackson's 
father's uncle, Stephen H. Breese. Charlie Green and his 
wife, along with Mrs. Jackson's grandmother, a widow, 
came to Canada from Yorkshire, England in 1877 and settl
ed in Chatsworth. In 1878 they moved to the farm at R.R. 
#4 Chatsworth and lived there until the day they died. Mrs . 
Charlie Green passed away in December 1936 and Mr. Green 
in March I 937. 

Mrs. Chester Jackson was one of a family of ten. She mar
ried Chester Jackson on March I, 19 I 6 and they went to 
Saskatchewan to live, but just stayed out west until 
December of the same year. They returned to the Green 
homestead and bought the farm from Mrs. Jackson's 
parents. Here they raised a family of four - Clayton, an 
actuary in Galviston, Texas, Sydney of Holland Township, 
Marjorie, (Mrs. Ken Woods) a retired school teacher in 
Williamsford, and Oliver of Thunder Bay. 

The original house burned in July 1964, and all the family 
belongings and pictures were lost. A smaller home was 
erected. Mrs. Jackson still resides here alone; Chester pass
ed away in 1981 . 

Mrs. Jackson led a very full life. She was a regular vendor 
at the Owen Sound Market for 42 years. In earlier years she 
sold mostly eggs and chickens, but later she became renowned 
for her home-made bread, selling an average of 100 loaves 
per week. She was a breeder of pure bred Collie dogs for 
30 years. 

Mrs. Jackson died in 1983. 



Courtesy or A. N. Clarke 
William Jackson 

WILLIAM JACKSON FARM 
Joseph and Mary Jackson received the deed for their first 

property January 20, 1855. It was Lot 31 Con. 3 W.T.S .R. 
In 1865 they acquired Lots 29 and 30. Joseph died April 
2, 1898 . 

Son, William John, acquired the property from his father, 
the first lot in 1874, the second lot in 1882, and the balance 
in 1899. Frances Anne, William's wife , died in 1918 and 
William in 1921. 

Son, Joseph Henry, acquired Lots 29 and 30 con. 2 
W.T.S .R. on Oct. 29, 1912, and the remainder on 30 June, 
1920. His wife was Rhoda Ann . Henry died April 3, I 952. 

William Jackson and wife, Doreen Mary, were the next 
owners obtaining the property in two parcels in the years 
1942 and 1952. 

William and Doreen are still owners of the first lot the 
Jackson ancestors bought. 

C our1c,y of /\. N. ( l.tr~ t.: 

KIDD FARM 
When Elijah Kidd married Eliza Jane (Jennie) Deavitt, 

the bride's father presented them with 100 acres of land 
located at lots 12 and 13, Concession 3 E.G.R., on 
September 12, 1918. The bride's father, William Deavitt, 
had taken the land up from the Crown in June, 1880. He 
paid $105.00 for the 100 acres. 

This land then was bought by George Kidd Sr. and his 
wife , Bertha Campbell in 1924. They had one child, a son, 
George Jr. He and his wife, Myrtle Stevens purchased the 
farm after George Sr. passed away suddenly in October 
I 965 . They are still living there with their family of four 
daughters and one son, Shannon, Kimberley, Carolyn, 
Heather and Erwin . 

George Kidd's Farm 
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KIRK FARM 
This farm was in the Kirk name for more than one hundred 

years. It was settled in 1858 or 59 and consists of one hundred 
and fifteen acres; the Crown Deed was not taken until 1883. 
The first owner was James Kirk who was born in Ireland in 
1798. His wife was Elizabeth Jackson from the Chatsworth 
area. He passed away in 1883. 

The next owner was his son, also James. He was born in 
1836 and died in 1910. He married Mrs. McKee who visited 
with her relatives, the Alexander Walkers, who were the first 
settlers on the farm across the road, Lot 2 Concession 5, now 
owned by Gordon Rutherford and Harold McKibbon. Mrs. 
McKee had one daughter, Rachel. Mr. and Mrs. James Kirk 
had one son, John A. who was born in 1868. He married Mary 
White from the Berkeley area. They had three sons, Raymond, 
Charles and Lloyd and one daughter, Mae. John Kirk died 
in 1949 and his wife passed away in 1959. Their eldest son, 
Raymond, always said that he was named for three sewing 
machines - Raymond Arthur White. He was a teacher and 
resided in Fort William. He is deceased. He had three sons -
Arthur and Gerald in Thunder Bay, and Lloyd in Toronto. 
Charles is also dead. He lived in Windsor and had two sons, 
Harold, of Toronto, and Gordon of Blenheim. Mae (Mrs. 
Verne Armstrong) lives in Kitchener and has one daughter, 
Cheryl. 

Lloyd, the youngest son, married Jean Howey in 1941. He 
assumed ownership of the farm in 1949. He and Jean had five 
of a family - Shirley (Mrs . John Hamilton), Lorraine, (Mrs. 
William Dickson), Robert, Brian, and Stephen. 

In 1944, Lloyd built a new barn on the property with Harry 
Heft of Williamsford, the framer. He also built a silo in 1953. 

Lloyd died very suddenly in 1971. His son Robert Lloyd re
mained on the farm. He married Diane Girdler and they have 
three children. He was the last member of the Kirk family to 
reside on the farm as it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. William 
Kenny in 1977. In 1980, Bill Kenny added a shed to the west 
side of the barn. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Kenny's home (Kirk farm) 
Court<:\)' ot A. N. Uar~c 
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Four-hitch team of Maurice Quinton Walter's Falls, Ontario. 
Courtesy of M au rice Quinton 

LYONS FARM 
James Lyons, born in 1800 at St. John's Point, Donegal, 

Ireland, was married to Ann Lyons (her maiden name was 
also Lyons), born in 1808. The family members were sailors 
and farmers. James and the other members of his family 
wanted to buy land in Ireland, but they were not allowed . 
to. They came to Canada in 1852 or 1853 after a six-week's 
crossing of the Atlantic. James and Ann settled in Holland 
Township, County of Grey and had a family of five boys 
and three girls. 

James was an easy going, slow moving, rotund and cheer
ful person. Ann, on the other hand, was tall, slim, serious 
and always in a hurry. She would walk to Owen Sound and 
carry eggs to sell. Their youngest son died on April 25, 1866 
and was the first person buried in Harkaway Cemetery on 
the corner of the Lyons farm, N 1/2 Lot 19, Concession 
12 Holland Township. Alfred Lyons and his son, Harold, 
paid the taxes for this lot as long as they owned the farm. 

As the family of James and Ann grew they seemed to all 
settle in the community. 

Patrick Lyons, second son of James and Ann, lived on 
the farm where the cemetery is, as did his son, Alfred Lyons 
and his son Harold. The farm was sold in 1960 to Biil and 
Ellie Halbert. Hillis Halbert and family live there now. 

When rural mail was delivered to the farm community, 
Alfred had a mail box that ran on wires from his house to 
the townline, a distance of perhaps a quarter of a mile. When 
the mail arrived he turned a crank at the house and the box 
came up the wire, Next day he would return the box with 
any mail to be opened, and ready to receive that day's mail. 

Very early in this century when telephones were very new, 
Alfred Lyons constructed a telephone line between his house 
and the home of his next door neighbour and good friend 
George Kenny. That was the beginning of a small telephone 
company which covered much of the area and was continued 
until Alfred's death in 1950. 



McCauley Farm 
Lot 8 Concession 10, E.T.S. R., Lorne & J ean McCauley 

Courtesy or Waller Harp ley 

LORNE McCAULEY FARM 
Cochrane McCauley came from Ireland and bought the 

first 50 acres from the Crown for $50.00. He was deceased 
in December 1880 at age 65 with cancer of the jaw. His wife, 
Jane McCurdy, moved into the present house in 1884. Prior 
to that the family lived in a log house just north of the pre
sent house and before that they lived in a shanty in the North 
East corner of the 50-acre lot. Their family were Margaret 
and Anne. A baby was born on the boat, but died and was 
buried at sea. Other children were John, Matthew, Elisa, 
Jim, Mary, George, and William. 

After Cochrane died William built the present house and 
George bought S 1/2 Lot 8, Concession 11 E.T.S.R. The 
present barn was built in 1881. The team of oxen were named 
Bert and Bright. George and William shared the barn and 
horse and buggy and had a great time waiting on each other 
to come home. Jane McCauley died in I 897. 

A stone wall was put under the barn in 1921. Water was 
carried by hand to the house and barn from the spring until 
1945. Hydro was installed in 1949. 

The East I /2 of the East 1/2 of Lot 8 was purchased by 
Wilmer Lorne McCauley from his Uncle Williams's widow, 
Jenny Bradley, in 1900. The West 1/2 of the East 1/2 Lot 
8 was willed to Wilmer Lorne McCauley in 1952 from his 
Uncle George McCauley who never married . 

Wilmer married Ada Bradey and their family are Blanche, 
Alex, Francis, Vernon, Norma, and Lorne. 

The farm, now consisting of 100 acres, was purchased by 
Lorne Eldon McCauley in 1980 from his father. Lorne is 
married to Jean Stephens and their children are Thomas, 
Bradey, and Amy. 

George McCauley owned S 1/2 Lot 8, Concession 11 
E.T.S.R. and had a saw mill on this farm to take out the 
bush. The mill was operated by the McArthur Brothers of 
Owen Sound. After George died the house was moved to 
Owen Sound and the farm willed to Dave McCauley. 

Jack McCauley bought the land from his father, Dave, 
and uses it as a pasture farm. 

Dinner Bell 
Bud McComh form Lot 33, Con. 2 E.G.R. , R.R. #1, Chatsworth 

< oufll'" ol \ . . ( l;1d, 1..· 
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Bill McCauley 

WILLIAM McCAULEY FARM 
Lot 8, W 1/2, Concession 10 E.G.R. consisted of 100 

acres. Alexander McCauley bought it from the Crown on 
February 2, 1877, for $100.00. He married Christian A. 
Brough, settled and cleared the land with oxen. The family 
were Leslie, Jane, Cochrane, Lucinda, David, Wilmer, 
Christina and Merle. The log buildings are gone now. They 
bought Lot 9, Concession 10 in 1913, (221 acres) and built 
the present house. The original barn was struck by lightning 
and burned in 1918. The present 40 x 70 steel truss barn 
was built costing $2,600.00. The water for drinking was car
ried up-hill from a spring west of the house. Cement cisterns 
were used to store soft water for washing and watering the 
stock. Alex passed away in 1925, and his wife in 1946. Merle, 
with his 1st wife Hannah Clarke, took over the managing 
of the farm. After Hannah died Merle married Gladys 
Johnston and they had three children, Wilda, Christina and 
William. They had seven horses as all the work was done 
by horse power. The present house was bricked in 1942 and 
a veranda built. A well was drilled in the early 40's, 39 feet 
deep and gave lots of water. Then the water was pumped 
with a pump jack and gas engine. The first car, a 1921 Ford 
Touring, was purchased for $550.00. The first tractor was 
a 1949 Ford. Bill remembers the horses running away with 
him on the hay wagon. They went to the bush and only got 
stopped when the wagon was wedged between trees. Merle 
passed away in 1953 and Bill carried on the farming with 
his mother. He built a 30 x 70 shed to the barn in 1969, 
and another 20 x 40 addition to the end of the barn. Hydro 
was installed in time for Christmas I 949. In 1954 a wood 
furnace, pressure system and bathroom were installed. 
William married Sandra Stafford in 1959 and they are 
fulltime farmers working 100 acres of land, plus 100 acres 
of hardwood bush, and I I I acres swamp and rough pasture. 
They have cattle and hogs, and sow mixed grains. Bill's 
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mother passed away in 1972. A new driving shed built in 
1976 makes a nice set of buildings. They still have a team 
of horses to do the odd jobs that only can be done with them. 

McCOMB FARM 
Lots 33-34, Second Concession of Holland E.G.R., date 

back to February, 1865 when Edward Sparrow, Yeoman and 
actual settler, purchased from the Crown 85 acres for $98.00 
at Quebec, a Province of Canada. He built a log house on 
the north part of Lot 33 . 

In 1867 Thomas Sparrow purchased Lot 34. Alfred 
Williams was a resident in 1870, and John Bohan the resi
dent in 1871. 

• 

l'ounl.',~ of A. . Clarl..l.' Bud McComb Farm 

Charles Book and Edward Sparrow were residents from 
1870-78, when James McComb bought Lots 33-34. He built 
a thirteen-roamed brick house where his descendants still 
live . At the time of i;mrchase one-half acre of land on the 
S.E . corner of Lot 33 was to be reserved for the Methodist 
Church Parsonage . 



Family of James McComb and his wife Isabella Green 
Back row - William E., Martha, R. Thomas, Laura 
Cen1re Row - Mrs. James McComb, John, James McComb, Herb 
In front - Howard 
CourtC\) of Mr,. Ada Mccurd y 

James and Isabella (Green) McComb had six children: 
Thomas, Herbert, William E., Howard, John and Vera. In 
April 1913 William E. McComb, a sailor and unmarried at 
the time, purchased the land from his parents. In 1916 he 
married Rachel McKay of Holland Township. 

To this marriage were born five children: Margaret who 
died in infancy, Laura, (Mrs. Edgar Loney of Scarborough), 
William Findlay (Bud), who resides on the home farm, John 
James of Williams ford, and Herbert Alan of Scarborough. 

In 1945 Bud McComb married Anna Marie Hansen from 
Saskatchewan. They have three children: William Terrance 
(Terry), who married Nancy Hall of Annan . They have four 
children: William Brent, Christopher James, Melissa Ann, 
Robert Tyler . Douglas Hansen (Doug) married Lois Greig 
from Keady. They have three chi ldren: Derek Douglas, 
Dwayne Paul, and Daniel John. 

They have three children: Derek Douglas, Dwayne Paul, 
and Daniel John. 

Marilyn Ann R.N., a daughter of Toronto. 

Although there was no electricity on the farm until 1949, 
William E. McComb had water piped a distance of 40 rods 
and with an efficient windmill had running water in the 
house, barn and several cement troughs in the yard. 

McINNIS FARM 
Over 130 years ago John Mcinnis married Margaret Miller 

in Glasgow, Scotland. They emigrated to Canada and settled 
first at Markham. With their two-year-old son, George, they 
moved to Holland Township settling at Arnott. John Mcinnis 
was a shoe maker. Shoes were considered a luxury and the 
pioneers would go barefoot until they came to a village when 
they would put on their shoes. 
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A log house was erected and later the barn was built. 
Strangers and friends alike walked into this house whenever 
they needed to warm themselves at the great open fireplace 
which covered most of one end of the room. The fireplace 
was used for heating and cooking. The doors were never 
locked and strangers as well as friends were made welcome . 
This kitchen was the largest in Holland Township and the 
first counci l meeting for the township was held there. It was 
also used for Presbyterian Church services. 

George Mclnnis Sr. owned and occupied the farm for 
seventy years. He married Harriet Fawell who came to 
Canada as a child of two from England. The Fawell family 
settled on the present farm owned by Harvey Mclnnis. To 
this couple a son, George Jr., was born. He lived in the fami
ly home for 82 years. George Jr . built the present home 
covering it with clapboard. The lumber for its construction 
was cut very near to where the house was built. The floor 
in the front livingroom was made of pine boards one and 
one-half inches thick and sawn by hand. Square oak pegs 
driven into round holes still keep the boards tight and in 
place. 

George Elwood Mclnnis Jr. married Mae Warren , a 
school teacher. To this union two sons were born, Allan of 
Toronto, an interior decorator, and Bert who still lives and 
works the home farm . 

Bert Mcinnis Farm 

In 1952 Bert married Betty Swain of Owen Sound. They 
had four children, Howard, Ida May, Robert and Paul. Betty 
passed away on April 26, 1962. 

The driving shed on Bert Mcinnis' farm was once the 
Arnott blacksmith shop. The business of a cobbler and 
wagonwright was also carried on at Bert's homestead. The 
turning lathe used for the wagon hubs is still in Bert' s 
driving shed. 

GORDON McKAY FARM 

On December 27, 1879, Ellen McKay received from 
Charles Hull Sr. the deed for Lot 37, Concession 2 E.G .R. 
On February 2, 1880 she received the patent from the Crown 
for thi s land. 

On March 28, I 892, Robert McKay purchased the farm 
from his mother. Robert was of Scottish descent and he and 
his wife had five children: Gordon, born in 1902, Zella, 
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Brittain, who died in infancy, Russell and Melville. 

On April 9, 1928, Gordon McKay and his wife, Gladys 
whose maiden name was also McKay, purchased the farm 
from the other members of the family. 

When Gordon passed away in 1970, Gladys moved to 
Owen Sound and on December 15, 1972 Doug and Lois 
McComb bought the farm and a re still living there. 



JACK McKAY FARM 

An early Arnott family 1886 
John McKay and his wife Margaret Murray, oldest child , Minnie, (Givens) 
on right - Edith (Duncan), on left - seated Maggie Panter, baby -
Wilfred McKay 
Courtesy of Jack McKay 

In the early l 860's three Scottish brothers decided that 
they would accept the challenge of emigrating to one of the 
Provinces of Canada. 

William, Angus, and John McKay left the county of In
verness in Scotland to sail for Canada to receive Crown land 
granted by Queen Victoria through land offices in Quebec. 
The purchase price was 15 pounds, 15 shillings for the John 
McKay property, with stipulation that it must be homestead
ed. This property is situated on Lots 2, 3, and 4 W.T.S.R., 
second Concession of Holland Township. 

How their journey ended in Holland Township is not 
exactly known but earlier Scottish settlers probably known 
to the brothers had come to this area. Their names, Mcinnis, 
Edmunds and Murray are still of families living in Holland 
Township . 

The brothers all acquired land within walking distance of 
one another, married and raised families, and stayed on their 
holdings until death. Only the John McKay property remains 
in the McKay name . 

John of the second Concession of Holland Township was 
the youngest, and he married Margaret Murray shortly after 
coming to Canada. He passed away in 1919. John and 
Margaret had four of a famil y - Minnie (Mrs. James 

The McKay family home as it appeared in 1918 
Loi 2-4, Con. 1 SWTSR, R.R. #1, Chatsworth 

Courtesy of Jack McKay 

Givens), Edith (Mrs. Allen Duncan), Margaret (Mrs. G. 
Panter), and their only son, Wilfred, who married Martha 
Wheildon and carried on the family farm. 

Martha and Wilfred were leaders in the Presbyterian 
Church at Chatsworth (now United Church), which 
Wilfred's father helped to build. They were active in the 
United Farmers of Ontario and local community projects 
such as the local ball teams, Women's Institute, etc. 

One of the firsts in this community was the formation of 
what was called the "Beef ring" which operated from the 
McKay farm from about 1923 to 1935. Each of the 30 
members supplied one animal per season to be butchered 
on the Tuesday evening, then cut and divided equally the 
following morning to the members. They picked it up before 
8 A.M. mostly by the horse and buggy and got back home 
in time to do a day's work. These duties were carried out 
mostly by Raymond Bridget and John McKay, son of 
brother, William McKay. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred McKay had four children: Jack, 
Murray, Isabel, and Wilmer. 

Since Mr. McKay's death in 1956, his oldest son, Jack 
and his wife, Pearl Shultz, have kept the family farm in 
operation. 

MUSTARD FARM 
In 1867 James Mustard, Yeoman, walked from Markham 

in York County, to take up a parcel of land for home
steading. In 1868, he obtained a Crown deed to 100 acres 
in Holland Township E 1/2 Lot 1 Concession 9. He began 
clearing the land, probably with oxen, and built a log dwelling. 
He moved his wife (Jane Gibson) and family from 
Markham, the youngest child being 2 years old at the time. 
The family included George, Matilda (Mrs. G . Morrison), 
Robert , Emma (Mrs. Jack Price) , Isabelle (Mrs. Jim Camp
bell), Sarah (Mrs. Neil Morrison), William, Mack and Ann 
(Mrs. Joe Dennison). James and the boys cleared and worked 
the land and built a barn. The stone fences still stand today 
as a testimony to their efforts. 
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Robert G. Mustard, 1856 - 1926 and wife, Eliza Jane Reid, 1858 - 1934 
Courtesy of Lenore Still 

In 1870 a by-law was passed by the Corporation of the 
Township of Holland establishing a road 66 feet in width 
intersecting this property on the Blind Line. 

In 1875, James sold the W 1/2 of E 1/2 Lot l Conces
sion 9 (50 acres) to his son, George. George and his wife, 
Catherine Morgan, lived there in a two-storey, double
boarded frame house, which was well groated with soft 
mortar. A large kitchen was later added to the house and 
George also built a sawmill which was powered by a stream 
on the property. He made sash and doors and helped with 
the mixed farming operations. 

In I 88 I, James sold the E I / 2 of E 1/2 Lot I Concession 9 
(50 acres) to his son Robert who lived for a while in the 
original log house. He and his wife, Eliza Jane Reid, raised 
a family of ten children - Elizabeth (Mrs. John Anderson), 
Jane (Mrs. J . Dixon), James, Mary (Mrs. Wm. Carmichael), 
Margaret (Mrs. Edward McKibbon), Vida (Mrs. Russel 
Murray), Helen (Mrs. Clifford Bichard), Isabel (Mrs. Jack 
Hansler) , Jessie (Mrs. Jack Ramage), and Valetta (Mrs. 
Stewart Howey). 

In the early I 890's the log house was replaced by a two
storey frame structure with a lean-to woodshed. Robert also 
built a large frame driving shed. In I 895 George sold his 
50 acres to his brother Robert who with his family continued 
mixed farming with some custom threshing. 
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Water was at first obtained from a dug well, but around 
1910 a waterline was laid from a spring on the farm of Arthur 
Torrie, and water was on tap in the house and barn, flowing 
entirely by gravity. Robert died in 1926 and Eliza Jane in 
1934. 

In 1934 their son James, who was then living on the West 
50 acres, took over the farm . He and his wife (Elizabeth 
Carmichael) and their family Gibson, Levi, Irene (Mrs. G. 
Hanna) and Freda (Mrs. N. McKibbon) continued mixed 
farming. At that time there was a small house and large barn 
and driving shed on the East 50 acres and a large house and 
small barn on the West 50 acres, the saw mill having been 
destroyed by fire around the turn of the century. In May 
1939, the large main barn was destroyed by fire, and cattle, 
pigs, horses and machinery were lost. 

An old barn frame, with sleepers of tamarack was bought 
and with the help of friends and neighbours the spring crop 
was planted and the foundation for a new barn 40' x 62' 
was laid. Later that summer the barn raising took place. 
Neighbours came for miles around. The men helped with 
the raising and the women folk helped prepare food for all. 
By fall the barn was ready for the harvest. Around 1941 a 
waterline was laid from the main line to the house on the 
West 50 acres. By this time the tractor was taking over the 
work of the farm horses. In 1949 hydro came to this area 
and the household and barn chores were made much easier. 

In 1963 James Mustard died and his son, Gibson, who 
was living on the East 50 and working the farm with his 
father, bought the West 50 from his brother Levi. Gibson 
and his wife, Jean Slight, and son Ted carried on mixed far
ming and a cow-calf operation. Repairs and improvements 
were made to the buildings but no new buildings were 
erected. 

In 1970 the water source was changed to a spring on property 
owned by Gibson, namely N. P._ Lot 2 Concession 10, and 
new plastic piping was laid . In 1974 Ted and his wife, Shirley 
Taylor, moved to the house on the West 50 acres and are 
still living there with their family, Edward, Becky and 
Trevor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gibson Mustard Farm 
( ·our11.·,> ul \ . N. Clarh· 



Edward C. Neeland's Farm 
Courtesy of Mass ie Womens Institute, Tweedsmuir Histo ry 

EDWARD C. NEELANDS FARM 
This farm comprises the westerly half of Lot three, Con

cession six (100 acres) and the south-west quarter of Lot two, 
Concession six (fifty acres). 

Andrew Neelands and two brothers emigrated to Canada 
from County Tyrone, Ireland in the l 840's. The two 
brothers moved - one to Ohio and one to Paisley. Andrew 
took up all the Lot three, Concession six (two hundred 
acres) . The Crown Deed is registered 1881, although it was 
occupied by Andrew previous to this date . 

In 1887 John A. Neelands, son of Andrew, acquired the 
westerly one hundred acres - deed registered in 1893. The 
farm was not cleared; the first clearing was in the south
easterly field . There were no buildings. John, who was a 
bachelor, built a small dwelling in 1899. He built the first 
barn in 1900, with an addition erected in 1908, which was 
framed by Andrew Irvine. In 1927 a small barn was moved 
from the easterly half of Lot Four, Concession Six and 
added to the original, making an L shaped structure. A 
driving shed was built in 1927, John A. Neelands built the 
front part of the present house in 1900 and added the kit
chen to the north in 190 I. 

In 1909 the south-west fifty acres of Lot Two, Conces
sion Six were added to the holding. 

In 1933, John moved to Sullivan Township and his 
brother, Maxwell with his wife Luella (Griffin) and family 
of Wesley, John and Margaret, carried on the farming un
til Max's death in 1944. 

At that time his widow and Margaret moved to Owen 
Sound. The younger son, John, his.wife Bernice (Collins) 
and family of Maxine, Constance, William, Robert, Hugh 
and Patricia moved to the farm. Three more children were 
born - Wendy, Edward and Andrew. 

In the fall of 1971 a seven acre pond was dug in the south
east field. It is used for livestock watering, fire protection 
and recreation. It drains through east half of Lot Three and 
Lot Four into the Massie Mill Pond. 

Under an agreement with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, thirty thousand spruce and pine trees were 
planted on the hills, leaving approximately seventy acres of 
arable land - the balance hardwood bush . 

In 1975 Mr. and Mrs . John Neelands built a retirement 
home of poured conrete in the south east corner of the farm. 
They retained the easterly thirty-two acres and conveyed the 
remaining one hundred and eighteen acres to Edward C. 
Neelands. 

During the fall of 1978, Edward and his brother, Hugh, 
undertook the construction of an underground concrete 
structure, having a diameter of one hundred feet. It is 
situated directly behind the original barn . In 1979 a semi
underground residence (40' x 50') was built on top of the 
circular underground building. Hugh and his wife, 
Rosemary, and their four children, Dennis, Derwin, John 
and Jodi moved to the residence in 1980 from their home 
in Massie. 

Eighteen acrew were conveyed to Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Neelands in 1981, this property abutting Mr. and Mrs. John 
Neelands' thirty-two acres. This left one hundred acres of 
the original 150 acre farm lot in the name of Edward 
Neelands. Hugh operates a contracting firm and Edward, 
a teacher at Holland Chatsworth School, maintains a cow
calf operation on the farm. 

PERDUE FARM 
This farm consists of Lots 7 and 8 Concession 6 Holland 

Township. The Crown Patent for Lot 7 was secured by 
James Perdue in 1863 and this lot is 100 acres. In 1860 he 
also bought 27 acres of Lot 8 from Edward Green who had 
taken out the Crown Patent in 1856. The two lots (127 acres) 
were bought by Thomas Perdue in 186:5 fro}J1 James Perdue. 

Thomas Perdue was born in Chinguacdusy Township in 
Peel County and as a young man walked i~to "The Bush" 
as it was then known. He started on the fa'rm, as many of 
his neighbours did, equipped with a strong, healthy body 
to face the difficulties of pioneer life. He considered himself 
fortunate to have a log house, a yoke of oxen, a grasshopper 
plough, and a butterfly harrow, made V-shaped to pass the 
stumps. For the first few years an ox jumper (sleigh) was 
the only vehicle. He was married to Margaret Ceaser of Peel 
County about 1868 and they had one son, John Nelson Per
due, born in 1869. 
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Circa 1909 
Left to right - Mrs. J. N. Perdue, J. N. Perdue, Beynon, Lucas and 

Mary in buggy, Elva, Tom, Vera 

Following is a quote from the diary of J .N. Perdue. 

"Well do I remember my uncle, Nelson Perdue riding 
into the yard one evening with Jack and Minnie, our 
first team of horses. I was only a youngster but the 
picture is as plain as when it happened. About this time 
a new house was built. Father had picked up an old 
wagon somewhere and later got a new one. But the 
crowning joy of life came (about 1877) the evening 
Father brought home a new democrat. Everyone in the 
house went out and rode to the barn. The finest car 
in the land never brought a greater thrill to the home. 
In 1900 the old barn was remodelled and enlarged." 

John Nelson Perdue married Margaret Jane McKessock 
in 1896. They had five children: Vera (Mrs. Harold Mills), 
Elva, Mary (Mrs. Walter Kerr), Beynon and Lucas who mar
ried Hazel Sutherland. 

In 1918 J.N. Perdue purchased the farm from his father. 
He resided on the farm until he moved to Durham when 
he was appointed Registrar of South Grey, January 1, 1931. 
Mr. Perdue had been a Conservative candidate for the On
tario Legislature in 1929. He passed away in February 1938. 

Beynon Perdue married Frances Welsh of Langdon, 
North Dakota in April 1929. They had a family of three: 
Allan Ray who died in infancy, Robert Nelson and Mar
jorie Eleanor (Mrs. Donald Pringle). Beynon purchased the 
farm from his father's estate in 1944. Beynon operated the 
farm until his son Roberrt bought it in 1971 . Mrs . Beynon 
Perdue passed away in January 1976. Beynon now resides 
in Chatsworth. 

Robert Perdue married Jean Howey in March 1956. They 
have a family of four: Donna, Brian, Sheila and Sharon. 
Donna is employed in London, England . Brian, a member 
of the fifth generation, is farming with his father. Sheila 
and Sharon are attending High School in Owen Sound. 

A large steel driving shed was erected in 1979. 
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PHILLIPS FARM 
This farm is situated on County Road No. 4 between 

Highway 10 and Walter's Falls in Holland Township, be
ing the east half of Lot 7, Concession 8. 

About 1843 three brothers, William, Arthur and Robert 
Phillips emigrated from Ireland to Canada landing at Mon
treal. They proceeded to York, from there walking several 
times to this area. They liked what is now Holland Township 
so homesteaded and cleared land there. William proceeded 
to Sydenham Township and Robert went to Chicago. Arthur 
remained on the cleared land in Holland, and in 1879, after 
some years' residence, secured the Crown Deed. He married 
Mary Ann Lougheed in 1869 and their family were Mrs. 
George (Mary) Irvine, Robert (never married), Mrs. James 
(Margaret) Brown, Mrs. James (Elizabeth) Young, Arthur 
(never married - died at age 24), Mrs. Thomas (Christina) 
Anderson, William married Mary Carmichael. 

Arthur resided on the farm until his death in 1917 when 
the land was divided between William and Robert. Robert 
resided on the east half until his death in 1943 when William 
took over the complete farm. Located on Robert's property 
is a very picturesque natural waterfall known in the com
munity as Phillip's Falls. 

William and his wife Mary, had a family of four sons and 
two daughters. Their eldest son, Wilfred, took over the farm 
when his parents passed away in 1954 and 1963 respectively. 
William (married Elsie Mcinnis) now deceased, Marie (Mrs. 
Frank Silverthorn), Nelson (married Daphne Colbourne), 
Lloyd (married Ruth Teeter) and Jean (married John Macin
tosh) - are Wilfred's brothers and sisters. 

The present frame house, built in 1877, has a gravity water 
supply. Previous to this date, two log houses and two sod 
barns had been built on the property. The telephone was 
installed in 1916 and the hydro in 1945. A bank barn, built 
in 1880, was destroyed by fire in 1925. This barn had been 
enlarged in 1904 by splitting it and inserting a piece in the 
middle. In 1926 a new barn was erected on the same foun
dation with the help of neighbours . The barn raising was 
followed by a dance under the stars. 

W. Phillip's Farm, in 1950's 
( ·ourlL''Y or/\. N. ( "lar!..i: 



CARL RAMAGE FARM 
This farm in Holland Township is known as the westerly 

half of Lot 1 on the eighth Concession . It consists of one 
hundred acres and was taken from the Crown in 1874 by 
Alexander Ramage, who had been a resident of Crawford
john, Lanarkshire, Scotland. His wife was Margaret Reid, 
daughter of George Reid of the Bayshore in Sydenham 
Township. 

The first buildings were of log construction and were 
situated about thirty rods east of the present buildings. The 
barn burned about 1878. Following this the present buildings 
were erected. The house was rebuilt in 1921, and in 1922 
running water was put in the house, and the telephone in
stalled . In 1940 the house was again renovated. Cement 
stabling and waterbowls were put in the barn in 1939. 

In 1882, the farm was sold to Matthew Russell Ramage 
Sr. whose wife was Jane Findlay. For some time it was rented 
to William Ross and family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Ramage Farm 
Coun esy of C. Ramage 

In 1898 Matthew Russell Ramage Jr. and his wife, former
ly Frances Anne Sutherland, became the owners. His son, 
John, and his wife, Jessie Mustard, assumed ownership in 
1921. They operated the farm until their younger son, Carl 
the present owner, took over in 1956. Carl's wife was 
Christina McCauley. They have three of a family, Wanda, 
Larry, and Lori. Larry lives on the farm across the road 
from his parents and he and his father carry on the farm 
operation together. In 1962, the barn 36' x 50', and shed 
18' x 36', were changed to loose housing. The barn yard 
has been cemented and a board fence built around the yard. 

Original Log House on D. Ramage Farm 
Courtesy of Jno. Ramage and D. S1ill 

DAVID RAMAGE FARM 
This farm consists of one hundred acres known as the west 

half of Lot 2 on Concession 8. The Crown Deed was received 
by Alexander (Sandy) Ramage (whose wife was Margaret 
Reid from the Bayshore) in 1882. This farm was the centre 
of much of the early settlement of Strathaven. Located on 
this farm were the mills owned by Sandy and Thomas 
Ramage. To this day traces of the flume may be found there. 
Matthew R. Ramage (his wife was Frances A. Sutherland) 
received ownership of this property in 1889. It remained in 
his name until his son, David the present owner, took posses
sion in May, 1938. The original buildings were of Jog con
struction with the original house being added to, and bricked 
in later years by William Martin, Sr. of Sydenham 
Township. 

RICE FARM 

John Atkinson left his home at Castle Carrick, Cumberland, 
England, and came to Canada. He settled in Chinguacousy 
Township in Peel County, Ontario. Here he married a local 
girl, Mary Cannington, on January 18, 1854. 

They left Peel County and came north and settled on 100 
acres - the east half of Lot 8, Concession 8 in Holland 
Township. The land was bush, and the first task was to clear 
enough land to build a house. A small log house was built 
with the assistance of neighbours Arthur Phillips and 
Michael Howey. The lath used in the building was hand 
made of native cedar. This part of the house is still used 
and sti ll displays the hand hewn beamed ceiling of that era. 
It was well built with no sloping ceilings in any of the rooms . 
The Crown Deed was taken out in 1873. The land is rolling 
and in places hilly. The buildings are situated on such an 
elevation of land that there is a magnificent view of miles 
of the Strathaven valley and the hills beyond. 
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Rice Farm 
Courtesy of A . N . Clarke 

As the family grew, the house was enlarged. A large room 
and two bedrooms were added on the south side. This was 
a frame structure covered on the outside with grooved 
lumber. Later still, a kitchen and porch were added on the 
north side. In 1942 the house was sided with red insul brick 
and in 1975 was covered with white aluminum, and maroon 
shutters were added. 

Eleven children were born to this couple. They were 
William, Christopher, Joseph, Eliza, John, Margaret, 
James, Mary Ann, Jane, Ann and Tom. The oldest son, 
William was drowned in the Thompson River in B.C. in 1886 
at the age of 31. William and a friend were in a canoe when 
it was upset by the rough current of the river. Some years 
later his brother, Tom, saw the place where the accident 
happened. The family grew up and scattered. John remained 
on the farm and married Jessie Winterburn of Derby Town
ship in 1901. Two children were born to them William who 
died in infancy, and Vera, now Mrs. Albert Rice. 

John met with an accident on the farm early in life. A 
stoning machine was being used to help clear the land of 
stones. It had to be wound with a large chain. As it was being 
wound, the chain broke and broke John's arm. He was six
teen years old at the time. There was the long drive to Owen 
Sound to a doctor. The break was not properly set and John 
went through life with a disabled arm. 

The steam-powered threshing engine was introduced to 
Holland about this time and it is said that the first job done 
by this outfit was done on this farm. 

A barn was built in the early years and in 1906 was enlarged 
to the building it is today. The stable has been changed to 
loose housing and beef cattle are kept. A steel roof has been 
put on the barn and one side is covered with steel. Crops 
grown over the years are hay and grain. 
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There is a unique water system on this farm powered by 
a hydraulic ram. The ram is powered by water pressure and 
water is pumped to the buildings . This system was installed 
around 1890 at a spring on the adjacent farm owned by John 
Ceaser. Problems of freezing necessitated it being moved 
to a spring on their own farm in 1918. This one was installed 
by John MacCorkindale of Owen Sound. The ram is situated 
eight hundred feet from the house and there is a lift of eighty 
feet. This system has never frozen and is still in use. Water 
is pumped from the spring to the house, thence to the barn 
and overflows at a trough at the barn. There is a story told 
that when several men at Meaford heard of a machine that 
could pump water up hill they walked over to see for them
selves if this was possible. 

There was an orchard on the farm, but the year of the 
hard frosts that destroyed most orchards killed this one too. 

Ram - used for pumping water 
Counc~y of Vera Rkc 



Another interesting feature is the dinner bell on the farm . 
It was installed some time prior to 1900. The bell was cast 
in McGill's Foundry in Chatsworth by John Winterburn and 
was purchased by John Atkinson Sr . Later, Mr. Winter
bum's daughter, Jessie married Mr. Atkinson's son, John 
Jr., (Mrs. Albert Rice's parents) - thus the bell was mould
ed by Mrs. Rice's maternal grandfather and sold to her 
paternal grandfather. He used it to call to dinner his son 
John (Vera's father) who was deaf in one ear. 

Albert and Vera took over the farm in 1941. 

The telephone was installed in 1911 , and hydro in 1952. 
Other improvements were made to the buildings over the 
years . 

Mr. and Mrs. Rice had three children, Mervyn, the elder 
son, is an employee of Ontario Hydro at Douglas Point, 
and Nadine (Reid) their only daughter is an operating room 
technician in Centre Grey Hospital, Markdale. Ronald, the 
younger son, who lives in Owen Sound and is a driver for 
Taggart Transport, now operates the farm . There are eleven 
grandchildren . 

Mr . Rice passed away in Centre Grey Hospital after a 
lengthy illness on March 24, 1980. He had celebrated his 
77th birthday in February. 

Mrs. Rice now resides in Markdale. 

ROUTENBURG FARM 
After a stormy voyage from Germany, Frederick and 

Gertie (Smolinski) Grassing landed in New York and worked 
their way to Kitchener. After a few years in Kitchener, they 
bought a farm at Grand Valley but they were there just a 
short time when a tornado destroyed their buildings. In 1892 
they came to Holland Township and bought Lot 58, Con. 3. 

They were in their new home a very short time with their 
family of four children when two nephews and two nieces 
arrived to make their home with them because their father, 
Captain Roberts , lost his life when swept overboard during 
a storm at sea. 

Besides clearing the farm, Frederick was a stone mason 
and carpenter. When he retired he made violins, and axe 
and hammer handles. 

In 1918 the farm was sold to daughter Emma and son-in
law Christian Routenburg who was a stone mason. Their 
family was Adolph, Elma (Mrs. Ross Rosenburg), Christie, 
and Arthur. 

The farm was purchased in 1961 by Arthur who operates 
the farm with his wife Jean (Coward) Routenburg, and sons 
Paul and Steven . 

rarm l"ronl of Arlhur Roulenburg , 1892 - 1982 
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SMITH FARM 
The Smith family came from Cromerty, Scotland , on May 

18, 1840, on the vessel "British King." Owing to contrary 
winds and severe storms, the voyage was prolonged to three 
months and eight days before the ship arrived in Quebec . 
Once the weary days of detention in quarantine at Quebec 
were over , the immigrants continued their journey up the 
St. Lawrence to Montreal, and from there to Cornwall in 
Glengarry County. By the spring of 1841 they journeyed on 
to Grey County where they obtained a free grant of 50 acres, 
Lot 30, Con. l in the Township of Holland. The original 
owner, James Smith, died in 1870. The next owner was his 
son, William, who died in 1906. The land then went to his 
son, William, who died in 1955. Then land then went to 
Howard, William's older son. He and his wife reside there . 

I; 
Coune,;y of A . N . Clarke 

Smith farm, 1841 - 1983 

Reverend Dr . James Frazer Smith, eldest son of William 
Smith Sr ., was born in 1858 on the Smith farm in Holland 
Township. After graduation from Queen 's University in 
1888 he was appointed by the Presbyterian Mission Board 
to go to Honan China as a Medical Missionary. In later years 
he served in the same capacity in central India . The 
Presbyterian Manse at Dornoch was built in 1877 on an acre 
of land donated by the Smiths, and used until 1925 when 
the manse was built in Chatsworth. 

SOWERBY FARM 

Thomas Sowerby and his wife Margaret Maumby, bought 
the home place in 1882 from a Mr. Brennen for $700.00 and 
Lot 29 (the Strand) in 1887 from a Thomas Green. The 
Sowerbys homesteaded raising two sons, John and Harvey. 
There was a fine brick house with a frame house attached. 
The barn was the building now used for a dri ving shed . 
There was also another barn where the wall still stands. It 
was burned by a spark when threshing with a steam engine 
in 191 I. 
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Sowerby Farm 
Lot 28 Concession 6, E.G.R., Ruby Viola owerby 

Cour1e,;y of Walt er Harplcy 

Tom died and left a young widow with the small children. 
She rented the farm to the Lepards and moved into the front 
part of the house . Then Matthew Aitkens rented the farm 
for a few years. Mr. Aitkens had the contract to build a new 
barn in 1916. He sawed the lumber at his own sawmill, now 
the Walker place. This barn was burned by an arsonist in 
1937. The present barn was built on this wall by Dan Schwandt. 

When John was old enough to run the farm he took over. 
He got the mud sills for the new barn out of his bush. John 
was one of the first farmers in this community to get a trac
tor and he did a lot of custom work. He married Ruby 
Walker on June 11, 1927, and raised a family of 3, William, 
Marjorie and Marian . They had the first telephone and the 
first Chevrolet car. 

In 1947 John suffered a heart attack and passed away, 
and his son Bill took over the farm. Bill married R. Viola 
Kirktown and their family are, John, Jim , Don, Marilyn 
and Douglas. Mrs. Ruby Sowerby lived in the front part of 
the house until 1954 when she married Jim Matthews . Im
provements were made over the years as hydro and modern 
machinery came into use . Bill was killed in a car accident. 
Viola and son Doug are still managing the farm with a cow
calf enterprise. 

Viola raised this family by herself, as Doug was only 3 
weeks old when his father was killed. 

STAFFORD FARM 

Tom Stafford with his wife bought 100 acres in the cen
tre of the concession in 1871 , and homesteaded it. Parts of 
the old buildings are still visible in the old orchard. They 
also bought Lot 26, E l/2, Concession 6, and built a barn. 
The family were Ira , Fred, George and Minnie. Ira and 
George built a house. 

After the parents passed away Ira took over the farm. He 
married Annie Livingstone, and their family were Morrison 
and Clarence . The fami ly farmed in a small way with some 
catt le and sheep . The boys were very mechanical and could 
fix anyt hing. They sawed a lot of wood around the coun
try. They bought Lot 25, Concession 6, from F.T. Hill for 



$900.00 and the old Arthur Jackson place Lot 30, Conces
sion 4 where the Jackson family were raised . Clarence mar
ried Edna Furman and lived on the Jackson place until his 
death and then the farm was sold. 

The first car the Staffords had was a 26 Model T Ford 
bought in 1930. After the parents passed away, Morrison, 
who was a bachelor, carried on the farming and worked in 
Mitchell's mill. He never had hydro or a telephone. In May 
1971 he married Geraldine Blythe and in July sold the farm 
to George Fleming. Mr. Fleming had the house and barn 
torn down and built a retirement home. The land is farmed 
by Mr. Fleming's brother-in-Jaw, Wilfred Brown of Brown's 
Acres. 

Stafford Farm 
Now owned by George Fleming 

Lot 27 E-1/2 Concession 6, E.G.R. 
Courtesy of Wa ll er Harplcy 

Courie") o f A. N. Clarke Wilbert Sutcliffe, concession 4. lot 18, 1860. 

SUTCLIFFE FARM 
In the 1850's venturesome John Sutcliffe came to Holland 

Township and resided with Mr. Proctor. In the 1860's he 
got his land from the Crown, on the Fourth and Fifth Con
cessions of Holland Township . His wife was Isabella 
Stewart. They cleared the land and erected buildings 
alongside other pioneers . 

In 1897 his son, Matthew, and his wife, Matilda Waters, 
took over the responsibilities of the farm. A fine brick home 
was built, and a large bank barn, proof of the goal reached 
by these hard working pioneers. Son, Wilbur, worked along
side his parents, took an active part in the community and 
served on council. He still resides on the farm, maintaining 
the up-keep of the buildings and farm. 
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First Family on James and Margaret Taylor Farm 
Back, left 10 right - May , Hugh, William , Margarel 
Front row - Harvey, Mrs . Daniel Taylor, Elizabelh 
Courre,~ of Ruth Hamill 

TAYLOR FARM 
This is a "Century Farm". Since the securing of the 

Crown Deed by Hugh Taylor on September 9, 1863, this 
two-hundred acres of Lot 6 Concession 6 has remained in 
the possession of the Taylor family. 

"Claude Farm", relatively level, boasts one hundred and 
fifty acres of rich, arable land, a thirty-acre sugar bush, plus 
twenty acres of bush and swamp. The Big Head River flows 
through the north-west corner of the farm . 

The original log house was replaced over one hundred 
years ago by the existing brick structure built by James 
Hewitt. The bricks for the house were made on the farm 
in the field north of the house. The large barn was also con
structed about this time. Also there is a slaughter house 
where Harvey Taylor used to do the custom butchering for 
Massie Beef Ring from around 1920 to 1930. A Beef Ring 
must have existed previously, as the house and all equip
ment were there prior to 1920. 
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In December, 1878, Hugh Taylor sold the north half of 
the farm to his son Daniel. Mrs. Daniel Taylor was Martha 
Tindale. Their family were Harvey, William, Elizabeth (Mrs. 
Whiteley), Margaret (Mrs . Wilfred Shier), May (Mrs . 
Donald) and Hugh. 

Daniel Taylor was instantly killed in the autumn of 1891 
when he was harvesting turnips. As he was driving through 
the gap from the corner field to the road (now County Road 
No. 4) with a wagon loaded with turnips he fell from the 
load and the wagon ran over him . He was survived by his 
wife and the six children, the eldest being Harvey, twelve 
years old. Mrs . Taylor and family continued the farming 
operation. 

In May, 1901, Hugh Taylor willed the south half of the 
farm to Daniel's children. In March, 1912, Harvey purchased 
the entire farm and remained owner until 1951 . 

On June 5, 1906, Thomas Harvey Taylor married a 
neighbour girl, Ethel Emma Howey, daughter of Mr. and 



Taylor Home - Circa 1950 
Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Jas Taylor 

Mrs. Jas. Howey (Mrs. Howey was formerly Mary Ann 
Norton). Their family members are: Mary (Mrs. Robert 
Holmes, Brampton); Evelyn of Hanover; Melville D. of 
Massie; Caroline (Mrs. Edward Laking) formerly of North 
Battleford, now of Massie; Irene (Mrs. Jas. Tribble) of 
Massie; James H. of Massie; and Barbara (Mrs. Clinton 
Cragg) of Missoula, Montana. 

The younger son, James Harvey and his wife Margaret 
Gladys (Tottenham), took over the Taylor homestead in 
1951 . They have one daughter, Dale (Mrs. Timothy Howell) 
of Chatsworth and one son, Daniel Thomas of Massie. 
There are two grandsons, Joey and Shawn Howell. 

Harvey Taylor began planting fruit trees in 1936 and made 
several plantings until 1940. The trees were Northern Spy, 
Red Spy, Snow, McIntosh, Russett, Delicious and Yellow 
Harvest apples and pear and cherry trees. The pear and 
cherry trees have died but the apple trees are still producing. 
In 1957 and 1958 James planted Jack Pine, and Norway 
Spruce. Crops grown on the farm are grain and hay - some 
for seed production. A herd of beef cows is kept. 

The following are stories of Claude farm told by Margaret 
Taylor Shier to her daughter Ruth (Mrs. Carman Hamill). 

After the tragic death of Daniel Taylor in 1891 his wife 
and six children carried on the farming. One winter Betty 
was ill with pneumonia, making a slow recovery. In the 
spring Margaret, assisted by Betty, was clearing a tumble
down stone springhouse when she dropped a stone on her 
foot causing the core to come out of a boil on the sole. The 
pain was intense but the foot soon healed. 

Another story tells of Mrs. Taylor walking one evening 
across their cow pasture towards a neighbour's house. The 
cattle were grazing quietly when suddenly they surrounded 
her. Mrs. Taylor could see a small pack of wolves crossing 
the pasture. When the wolves disappeared, the cows returned 
to grazing. 

When Margaret was in Fourth Class, the Boer War was 
in progress. The teacher, Lydia Swinton, told the pupils of 
the conflict, inspiring them to save pennies and make a dona
tion to the Red Cross. The school received a citation for 
this effort. 

Mrs. Taylor was anxious to educate her family. To this 
end she was assisted by Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Taylor, Owen 
Sound. Harvey remained on the farm, Will became an 
engineer, Hugh a minister, Betty and Margaret teachers, and 
May a home economist. 

Margaret also told the stories of the barn fires at Massie 
and the Hamill barn raising which appears elsewhere in this 
history. 

TORRIE FARM 
E 1/2 LOT 2 CONSESSION 9 

This farm consisting of one hundred acres and located 
at E l /2 Lot 2 Concession 9 is presently owned by Alexander 
and Shirley Torrie. The Crown Deed was taken on March 
13, 1869, by Mr. and Mrs . Archibald Torrie (Mrs. Torrie 
being formerly Catherine McColeman 1836-1878 of Sullivan 
Township). Mr. Torrie was born in 1829 and died in 1917. 
The first buildings were of log - the frame barn being built 
in 1882 with a large shed added in 1888. The date of building 
the present brick house is unknown. To the south of the barn 
a frame driving shed was built. During the ownership of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clayton Torrie it was blown down but they rebuilt 
it. This is a very productive farm of clay loam soil. There 
is no bush. 

Originally water for the house was pumped from a nearby 
spring by a ram. Now water is piped to the buildings from 
springs on property directly across the road and owned by 
Clayton Torrie. It flows by gravity. As the farm operation 
expanded, the supply was increased in 1979 by harnessing 
another spring. There are springs at the back of the farm 
from which water is supplied by gravity to the farms of 
Clayton Torrie, Mrs. Ian Torrie, Gibson Mustard and to 
the former Geo Ramage farm (W 1/2 Lot 2 Concession 9 
Crown Deed taken by Jas Williamson Sept. 9, 1863) now 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Torrie. 

The family of the first owners, (Mrs. and Mrs. Archibald 
Torrie), were Bella (Mrs. Augustus Ceaser), Katharine (Mrs. 
Matthew Ceaser), Arthur, Duncan, Janet (Mrs. Jas. Morrsion), 
Mary (Mrs. Malcolm Mustard), Sarah (Mrs. Wm. Howey), 
Alexander and Donald. 

Arthur Torrie, who was born in 1865, assumed owner
ship circa 1895 from his parents. He married Mary Cathrae 
and had three children Archie, John and Margaret (Jennie). 
Mrs. Torrie passed away at the age of 38, and in 1912 Mr. 
Torrie married Letitia Boyd of Euphrasia Township. They 
had one son, Clayton. Mr. Torrie died in I 949 at the age 
of 84 and Mrs. Torrie died in 1958. 
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Clayton had taken over ownership of the farm from his 
parents, prior to his marriage in 1942 to Loreen Thompson 
of Euphrasia Township. Their family is Alex, Robert, Norma 
(Mrs. Kenneth Aplin), Ruth (Mrs. Peter Strain), Muriel 
(Mrs. James Downing), and Rhonda. They were engaged 
in mixed farming . A hog barn was built by Clayton and his 
son Alex in 1964. 

The farm was taken over by Alex in 1965, his parents 
moving to a farm in Sydenham Township . Alex married 
Shirley Hall of Sydenham in 1965. They have a family of 
six - Bradley, Jeffrey, Mark, Elizabeth , Alexander, and 
Andrew. Since becoming owners of the farm, Alex and 
Shirley have expanded their operation. The dairy business 
which they operate has been fully automated . A milk house 
was built in 1971. In 1974 a large silo, approximately 70 feet 
high, with a capacity of seven hundred tons, was erected. 

About that time the Torries decided to modernize their 
system. The barn was converted to free stall in 197 5 and 
these stalls have a bedding of sawdust while a conveyor belt 
system carries silage to the feed bunk for the cattle. A 
manure pump carried the waste to a two hundred thousand 
gallon liquid manure tank. A milking parlour was installed 
in 1978. With the automatic milking equipment installed, 
the more than 100 Holstein cows can be milked by one per
son in less than three hours. The whole operation is a maze 
of pumps, valves, hydraulic equipment, tanks, conveyor 
belts and a shiny storage tank. In 1979 a second silo, with 
a height of one hundred feet, was erected to provide more 
storage for feed. 

A large driving shed was built in 1978. It is divided into 
three sections. In the easterly section the farm implements 
are stored. In the centre section are forty individual calf 
pens, where calves are placed shortly after birth while the 
third section houses the sheep kept on the farm. 

The Torries have a herd of beef cattle, hogs and Suffolk 
sheep in addition to the dairy herd. 

Alex and Shirley's family is the fifth generation on this 
farm. 

Windmill - an early source or power 
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Archibald Torrie, 1917 

A man was pulling weeds in his garden on Sunday. The 
minister saw him, stopped his horse and went over to the 
fence and said: "Sir, you should be on your way to wor
ship, not pulling weeds" . "Well, sir, God made these weeds 
grow on Sunday''. 

-~-· 

Gcorl(c Kidd and his father. Elijah Kidd with !(rain binder and horses -
Yank, Bob, and Tom 
< n url l''-Y o l M, ,. K1.·t1hl·11 C:1111pht: II 



Stoning machine in action on George Kidd Sr.' farm. Included in picture Elijah Kidd, William Garrett, George Garrett, George Kidd Sr. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Reuben Campbell 

Love Farm 
James Henry Laird look title from the Crown in 1855 - conveyed lo James 
l-lcnry Love in 1903 - (;corge W. Love became owner in 1942. Tille passed 
In son, Robert. and daughter, Mary, in 19(12. Mary married Harold Cook 
in 1964. lfoherl sti ll resides on the farm. Barn was built in 1895: house 
in later yea rs 
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Courtesy of A . N. Clarke 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Chatsworth 1982 

Interior SI. James Lutheran Church , Williamsford . 
< ounc,y ol Mr,. Marg. Hcnl,.cl 

Tombstone marking first grave in McLean's cemetery 
Matlhew Rama~e died Oclober 7. 1863 
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The Path that Led to Church 
Most of the early settlers were devout church people and 

regu larly held services in their cabins, either for their own 
families alone, or for a number of nearby neighbours. In 
winter the group gathered around the hearth for the reading 
of the Bible, the saying of prayers and for joining in familiar 
hymns. In warm weather the services were held outdoors. 
Later, circuit rider preachers moved up and down the trails 
from one family to another, holding services wherever they 
found a few people gathered in a settlement, or even a single 
family alone in the bush. 

From the very earliest days the Jesuit Fathers moved 
regularly along the bush trails from their headquarters in 
Guelph to their Mission in Owen Sound, and beyond to 
Manitoulin Island. They ministered to both the White and 
the Indian populations.The Jesuits were followed by the 
Basilian Fathers who assumed responsibility for this vast 
area. 

One of the first of the Protestant circuit riders was the 
Rev. Arthur Hill Rigland Mulholland who established the 
first Anglican Church in the area at Chatsworth. 

In 1853 the New Connexion Methodist preacher, Rev. 
John Baskerville, called on the settlers in the area. He in
vited the members of the Williams' Bible Class that had 
already been organized, to become part of the Durham Circuit, 
and named William Williams as the official representative 
to the Durham Circuit quarterly meetings. 

In 1858 a log chapel was erected on Holland's Twenty 
Sideroad by the new Connexion Methodists, with an adjoining 
graveyard, and was named Mount Zion. In 1864 a second 
Methodist Circuit was formed in Holland, and called 
Holland East. Ten years later the Walter's Falls Circuit came 
into being. 

At Mount Zion was a former Negro slave called Sam 
Earles who had fled from the United States by underground 
railway and, after arriving safely in Ontario, settled in Grey 
County. He was famous for his leadership in church singing. 

ARNOTT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In the late I 920's and early I 930's Arnott had a well at

tended Sunday School. It was sponsored by the Alliance 
Tabernacle Church of Owen Sound. Mr. Howard Showell 
was the superintendent. People of all ages from the com
munity attended - adults, teenagers (then known as Young 
People) and children. 



In the beginning, Sunday School was held in the house 
where Lyall Mcinnis now resides. It was vacant at that time. 
Later services were held in the Arnott Hall at 3:00 P .M. each 
Sunday. There was always a good attendance at these ser
vices. Ernest and Vivian Bailey of Owen Sound were two 
of the capable teachers . Cecil Nelson, a gifted pianist, also 
led the singing of the good old revival hymns. 

As the young people grew up and moved away, attendance 
dropped and services were eventually ended. 

Later, in the 1950's, Vacation Bible School was held each 
July in the Arnott Hall. There was always an attendance 
of from 30 to 40 children with leaders being members of 
the local community assisted by members of all the 
Chatsworth Churches. The closing concert each year was 
very popular when the parents attended to hear the lively 
songs their children had learned and to see the projects ac
complished. Rev. Wynne, the Presbyterian minister from 
Chatsworth, was a favourite with young and old and many 
still have fond memories of the year that he had charge of 
the closing concert. 

ST. LUKE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
WILLIAMSFORD 

The first Anglican Church at Williamsford was built of 
logs on the South-East corner of Centre and Gordon Street, 
prior to 1872. Around 1880 the new St. Luke's Anglican 
Church was built, the first log church demolished, and the 
ground cleared for a cemetery. It was during the ministry 
of Rev. Mr. Keyes the new church was built, and during 
the ministry of Rev. John Fairlie an organ purchased, and 
choir and Sunday School started. 

The ministers that followed are: 
1889- 1892, Rev. T . I. Armstrong 
1892- 1893, Rev. D. I. Davies 
1893-1900, Rev. J . Hill 
1900-1903, Rev. W. G . Reilly 
1903-1905, (Student) Mr. C lark 
1905-1914, Rev. W. Wakefield 
1914-191 7, Rev. M.A. Hum 
1917-1920, Rev . E. H . Stevenson 

Mr. Geo . L. Vrooman , a lay mi ssionary 

During this time the following were members of the Board 
of Management: 

Warden and delegate - William Davidson 
Senior Warden - W. Crawford 
People's Warden - Thomas Sowerby, 

delegate to Synod 

Elected Managers were: 
Robert S. Lee 
W .E. Hampton 

Thoma, Jack,on 
Robert Norman 

William Davey 
George Davidson 

In 1915 the following were on the Board of Management: 
George Davidson - Rector Warden 
Samual Hampton - Delegate to the Synod 
Wm. H . Davey - People's Warden 

The same people were elected again in April 1916. 
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Organists were: 
Emma Gillies 
Mable Davidson 
C lara Ireland 

Minnie Norman 
Leanna Bleich 
Elsie McMitchell 

Minnie McMitchell 
Annie C liff 
Bella Cummings 

At this time many of the members passed away and many 
moved away which weakened the membership. For many 
years Mrs . Wm. Davey looked after the Sunday School, and 
the Christmas entertainment. 

The adjoining cemetery is still in use, and will be as long 
as space remains. During 1946 the church was dismantled 
and moved, the material used to build a basement in St. 
Paul's Anglican Church at Chatsworth. The organ was also 
removed and is sti ll used in the Sunday School room. 

The removal was done under the instruction of Rev . 
R. 0. D. Salmon, who was the minister of St. Paul's 
Anglican Church, Chatsworth. 

ST. MARK'S CHURCH-ANGLICAN 
HOLLAND CENTRE 

The organization of St. Mark's Church began long before 
the church was built. In the year 1850, service was held by 
Rev. Mulholland in the home of H. Silverlock, lot 23, East 
Toronto Sydenham Road. Rev. Mulholland was stationed 
in Owen Sound, and he first came on horse-back . His white 
horse was the first white horse in Grey County. There were 
only surveyors' trails at that time, and people came from 
the back concessions in sleds, drawn by oxen. When they 
brought their children to be baptized, the house would be 
full to capacity. 

In 1852 service was held in Twenty Side Road School 
once a month. In winter Rev. Mulholland came in a sled 
which was known throughout the County of Grey as the 
"Parson's Jumper". Services were discontinued for three 
years because Rev. Mulholland could not cover the territory. 
Rev . Keys reorganized the congregation and services were 
again held in the school and later in the homes of Samuel 
Troughton, James Hare, John Deavitt and then in an empty 
house near the site of the first church. 

Plans to build a church were discussed at a meeting 
February 7, 1862. Mr. Deavitt gave a half acre of land for 
the site, while other members of the congregation gave 
lumber and shingles. St. Mark's was first opened on 
November 12, 1865 . 



St. Marks church opened 1865, moved to Holland Centre 1948. 
Courtesy of A . N. Clarke 

It was learned from a portion of an old document 
discovered by Rev. R.O.D. Salmon in 1949, that land had 
been granted to the church in Holland Township by Lord 
Elgin, the Governor General by appointment of the Third 
Earl Grey, as early as 1849. 

In 1870, April 1, a meeting was held in St. Luke's Anglican 
Church Williamsford, to build a parsonage . As this was a 
four-point parish, St. Mark's Holland Centre, St. John' s, 
Desboro , St. Luke's, Williamsford and St. Paul's, 
Chatsworth, arrangements were made for sharing the 
responsibilities. A Mr. Moorhouse had the parsonage finished 
in a neat and substantial manner by July 1, 1870. 

The first wedding in St. Mark's was of Alexander Ginty 
Hamilton of Artemesia, and Anne Deavitt of Holland 
Township, on January 1, 1873 . 

The amount collected that year for all purposes was 
$168.91. Balance on hand was $7 .38. In 1880 the envelope 
system was adopted . In 1887 Carson Price donated a 
chandelier to the church . In 1893 the first Garden Party was 
held, realizing $65. I 6. Twenty dollars of this was ap
propriated for repairing the church shed, and the balance 
was devoted to repairing the church ceiling, and calsomining 
and painting the church interior. In 1894 the gift of a new 
organ was accepted from the Women's Auxiliary of Simcoe. 
The old one was sold to the highest bidder by tender. 

Mr . O'Hara, a dedicated church warden, passed away in 
1905. Within a few years Mrs. O'Hara and five of her six 
children succumbed to the dread disease of tuberculosis. 

The Second World War affected St. Mark's growth, along 
with sadness for those gone overseas. 

Maurice Oldham, divinity student, was the first clergyman 
to use an automobile in I 925. Garden Parties were revived 
again on July 27, I 927 . The Ladies' Guild presented their 
first report at the annual meeting in 1938. The Guild has 
been responsible for renovation to the rectory through the 
years. 

The quality of the pioneers' workmanship is easily seen 
in St. Mark's Church today, after a hundred and eighteen 
years , and the moving operation which brought it to its 
present site in Holland Centre. Rev. R.O.D . Salmon made 
all the arrangements to move the church. It was brought to 
Holland Centre on a thirty-two wheeled float, with Rev . 
Salmon atop the church with a forked stick lifting wires and 
branches. The church was placed on the walls of a basement 
previously built by members of the congregation and 
members of other denominations in 1948. In August, 1949, 
Bishop Luxton consecrated the Church on its new site in 
Holland Centre. 

The notable achievement in 1956, was the completion of 
the east windows. The centre window was installed by the 
congregation in memory of Mr. and Mrs. O'Hara and family, 
the north-east window by the Givens family in honour of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Givens, and the south-east window 
by the Hanna family in memory of Mr. and Mrs . Samuel 
Hanna. The windows were dedicated on Sunday, December 
30. In 1954 organ and pulpit lights were dedicated in memory 
of Mrs . B. Jacklin . 

Mr. Gilbert was organist until 1874. Miss M.E. Deavitt 
and Miss Price 1874 - 1884. Miss Charlotte Price and Miss 
Lillie Farley 1903 followed by - Miss Nellie McKay, Miss 
Mary Atkinson, Miss Ruby Givens, Miss Gladys KcKay, 
Mrs. Carson Price, and Mrs. Elsie Cook. Mr. William Erwin 
had the greatest number of years as warden, serving for a 
total of twenty-four years. 

ST. MARK'S CLERGY 
Name Period of Service 
Rev. A . B. Mulho lland 1850 - 1858 
Rev. George Keys 1861 - 1870 

and 
1872 - 1885 

Rev. J . H . Fairlie 1886 - 1889 
Rev. T . L. Armstro ng 1889 - 1892 
Rev. D. Davies 1892 - 1 893 
Rev. J . Hill 1893 - 1894 
Rev. W. G . Reill y 1894 - 19 15 
Rev. J . H . McLeod 191 5 - 19 17 
Rev. A . C. Silverlight 191 8 - 192 1 
Rev. H . L. Nicholson, B.A .1921 - 1924 
Rev . W . S. Dunlop , M.A. 1924 - 1925 
Rev. John Graham, B.A. 1926 - 1929 
Rev. J . S. White, B.A.T.C.D.1930 - 1935 

Name Period of Service 
Rev. F. W. Davis 1935 - 1940 
Rev. W . J. Zimmerman, 

B.A.8.D. 1940 - 1942 
Rev. J . A . Catling, L.TH . 1943 - 1944 
Rev . R. o: D. Salmon, B.A. 1944 - 1949 
Rev. C. R. Cariss, B.A.L.TH. 1949 - 195 1 
Rev. J . R. C. Ding 1951 - 1954 
Rev. R. W. Motton 1954 - 1958 
Rev. H. D. Herring, S. T H . 1958 - 1961 
Rev. F . G. Braby 1961 - 1964 
Rev. W . F. Browne 1964 - 1968 
Rev. John Riddle I 968 - I 972 
Rev. Kent Gardener I 972 - I 973 
Rev. Percy Dodd 1973 - 1978 
Rev. Malcolm Wilson 1978 -

ST. MARK'S CEMETERY 
At a meeting in 1865, regulations regarding the burial 

grounds were drawn up. A free plot was granted to those 
who had contributed four dollars or more to St. Mark' s 
building fund . Otherwise the price was two dollars a plot 
if paid within three months of purchase; if not, the price 
was four dollars. 

Those entitled to free plots in the burial grounds were, 
John Deavitt, Wm. Farell y, John Crowther, Robert Givens, 
Thomas Troughton, Samuel Troughton, Andrew Irvin, R. 
Webster, Richard Shute, George Lee . 
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Robert Givens was appointed cemetery manager in 1880. 
The Givens family has given this service up to the present 
time. The first fencing of the cemetery was done in 1872. 
The iron gates of the cemetery were a memorial to Mr. W .A. 
Taylor . Renovation to the cemetery was done in 1963. It 
has been well maintained since then by Gregory Givens. 

ST. MATTHIAS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
BERKELEY 

The Rev . James Ward began the Anglican effort in May, 
1886, by opening a Sunday School in the Orange Hall with 
thirty pupils, all children of Anglican families. Later the 
number grew to sixty-five including other children from the 
community. 

The first Superintendent was James Lackey, followed by 
William Sowerby Sr. and Edward Beatty. Misses M. Lackey, 
E. Wright and M . Abbott served as teachers under James 
Lackey. This was the beginning of the Anglican Sunday 
School. 

On August 4, 1886, Mr. Ward began holding evening ser
vices in the Orange Hall. 

A congregational meeting was held in the Orange Hall 
on April 6, 1887 and it was decided to build a place of wor
ship in Berkeley. 

A building committee was appointed cons1stmg of 
Thomas Sowerby Sr., James Wright and William Sowerby 
Sr. At a meeting two weeks later a plan submitted by Rev. 
Ward for the church was accepted. 

The Church was built on one-half acre of land given by 
Mark and Ann Abbey, with Patrick McCullough of 
Markdale drawing up the deed. 

The Rev. James Ward was the architect. The building con
tractor was Thomas Abbott, father of Mrs. E.T. Walters of 
Berkeley and grandfather of Mrs . Emily Flint, now residing 
in Berkeley in the Abbott home (1983). 

The work was done by local people. James Gillespie built 
the foundation. Isaac Stinson of Markdale did the brick 
work, assisted by John Gibson , John Burrell and Thomas 
Moore. The plastering was done by Willisom G. Guthrie 
of Markdale, and E.S. Mabee did the painting. 

The altar window was a gift of Rev. James Ward. 

The cost of the building in total was $1,100.00, or 
$1,200.00 including the organ and fixtures. The whole debt 
was paid in time to have the church consecrated by Bishop 
Baldwin on Wednesday, July 11 , 1894. 

The church was formally opened on February 12, 1888. 
Rev. James Ward preached at all three services. Rev. James 
Ward had preached his farewell sermon on August 7, 1887 
when he exchanged parishes with Rev. W.A. Graham, who 
became the first of the Clergy to have charge of St. Matthias. 
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St. Matthias Anglican Church Cemetery Berkeley 
Cour1esy of Mrs. John Whitney 

Rev. Graham was followed by (not in order) 
H . E. Bray 
J. R. Newell 
J . H . Hosford 

C. 0. Pherill 
Rev. Calling 
Stubbs 
Rev. Boaz 

Wm. Hinde 
J. A. Robinson 
A. W. Richardson 
W. G. Bulger 
Pinkerton 
De Vries 

M. M. Goldburg 
E. G . Dymon 
A. S. Mitchell 
R. S . Jones 
Murray 
James 

The first organist both in the Orange Hall and in the 
church was Miss Matilda Lackey, (Mrs. John Thompson 
of R.R. #5, Owen Sound, 1937). Miss Hannah Mitchell was 
organist for many years, also Mrs. Edward Beatty. 

The first marriage in St. Matthais was that of Andrew 
Gillespie to Miss Elizabeth Wright on November 14, 1888. 
The first funeral was that of Mrs. Thomas Sowerby, Sr. 

The earliest baptisms were of William Sowerby, Hugh 
McKennitt, Dora Isabel Walker, and Amelia Violet 
Gillespie. 

Baptized earlier in the Orange Hall were George Wilson, 
son of Robert and Harriet Wilson, and Zella Abbey 
daughter of Richard and Mary Ann Abbey. 



In 1922 when Rev . A .W. Richardson was Rector, the 
Ladies Guild was organized . Mrs. Edward Beatty was elected 
president. Wo~en have always played an important role in 
the Church work, so through their efforts a number of im
provements and repairs were possible. 

The church pews in use in 1937 were made in Desboro 
by William Smith, later of Chesley. They were installed in 
1909 for the low price of $125.00. The work was of the best, 
reflecting credit to the maker who had very little machinery 
and did a great deal of work by hand. 

Misses Sarah and Margaret Sowerby gave the Lectern in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs . Thomas Sowerby, Sr. 

The organ was purchased in 1912 at a cost of $122.28. 
The Communion Table was purchased with money left to 
the church by William Henry Abbott. The Prayer Desk was 
installed in 1908, and in 1912 the Sanctuary Chairs. 

On Easter Sunday in 1935 the family of Mrs. Thomas 
Mitchell gave the Offertory Plates in her memory. Mrs. Mit
chell, a very valuable church worker, died on August 4, 
1934. 

A Baptismal Font was given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard David, in memory of Mr. David's parents, and is 
now used in the Markdale church. 

The congregation was never large, somewhat larger in the 
early days but with the changing times it was necessary to 
close the church in 1964 and it was torn down in the early 
1970's. 

The last service was held December 27, 1964. 

ST. MATTHIAS ANGLICAN CHURCH CEMETERY 
This well kept cemetery is located on the east side of 

Number 10 Highway just south of Berkeley, on one-half acre 
of land. The land was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ab
bey for a church site in 1887. The cemetery is surrounded 
by an iron fence given by the Ed. Beatty family in memory 
of their parents. 

In 1972 a cemetery board was formed to ensure the care 
of the cemetery. Board members are Mrs. Emily Flint, Miss 
Mary Mitchell, Fred Flynn, and Bob Caswell. 

The upkeep is financed by families and the Township of 
Holland. Burial still takes place there and plots are available. 

ST. PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
In 1849, through a grant to the Diocese of Toronto, 

Township of Holland, County of Waterloo, District of Well
ington, ten acres of land were acquired consisting of part of 
the third division of Lot one in the first concession of the 
township of Holland, under the administration of the Earl of 
Elgin, Governor General of said land, signed by Henry John 
Jones, Crown Land Department, Ottawa, for Queen Victoria 
September 13, 1849 in the thirteenth year of her reign. Patent 
was obtained from the Church Society, District of Toronto, 
dated July 20, 1849. An Anglican Church and shed were built 
on the north corner next to the present highway. 

The first minister was Rev. Mulholland who resided in Owen 
Sound and came to the church on horseback. He was minister 
from 1849-1861. 

The first Vestry was held in 1861. On September 28, 1868, 
a daughter, Isabella, was born to William and Mary Ann 
Wilde. Isabella was baptized in this Church on January 17, 
1869, by Reverend George Keys. 

The first marriage took place on January 6, 1859 when James 
Hinds of Owen Sound, age 19 married Mary Clark of Holland 
Township, age 22. The ceremony was performed by Rev. 
Mulholland. 

The first funeral was on February 23, 1871, when Joshua 
Bell, age 40, a blacksmith from Williamsford, was buried by 
Rev. E. Shipley. 

The next minister in the Anglican Church was Rev. George • 
Keys from 1861-1870. The first rectory was built for Rev. and 
Mrs. Keys on the.Conger farm located about 2-1/2 miles south 
of Chatsworth. 

St. Paul's Anglican Church, Chatsworth 1982 
Councw of Doug Teeter 



In the winter of 1903-04 the shed roof fell in due to a heavy 
snow-load. It was repaired by R. Coleman. 

This Anglican Church was used until 1889 when a deed for 
land was taken out in Johntown, now Chatsworth. The deed 
was dated July 17, 1889. The minister was Rev . W.G. Reilly 
and those present at the meeting were: Stephen Breese, Chris 
Banteen, James Dudgeon, Robert McBrine, James Black, Neil 
McElheron, Mr. Hall, Robert Coleman, William Bayley, 
George Bayley, Henry Collins, James -..Curtis, Norman 
Merriam, John Hopkins, Joseph Dudgeon . 

A new Anglican Church was constructed on Highway 10 
in the village of Chatsworth. With continous improvements 
over the years, the beautiful little church is still quite active 
today. The present minister is Rev. Malcolm Wilson. 

The women of the church have always played their part. 
First known as the Anglican Guild they were active in raising 
money, keeping the church clean, and helping in whatever 
capacity needed. They are now known as Anglican Church 
Women (A.C.W.) and are very much an integral part of the 
church life. Mrs. Hazel Davey is the present choir leader. 
For many years there was an active Sunday School under 
the leadership of Mrs. Hilda Stephens. There are very few 
children now and Sunday School has been disbanded. 

Following is a list of ministers of St. Paul's: 
Name Period of Service 
Rev. A. B. Mulholland 1850 - 1858 
Rev. George Keys 1861 - 1870 

and 
1872 - 1885 

Rev . J. H . Fairlie 1886 - 1889 
Rev . T. L. Armstrong 1889 - 1892 
Rev. D. Davies 1892 - 1893 
Rev. J . Hill 1893 - 1894 
Rev. W. G. Rei lly 1894 - 1915 
Rev. J. H. McLeod 1915 - 191 7 
Rev. A. C. Silverlight 1918 - 1921 
Rev. H . L. Nicholson, B.A.1921 - 1924 
Rev. W. S. Dunlop, M.A. 1924 - 1925 
Rev. John Graham, B.A. 1926 - 1929 
Rev. J. S. White, B.A.T.C.D. 1930 - 1935 

Rev . F. W. Davis 1935 - 1940 
Rev . W. J. Zimmerman, 

B.A. B.D. 1940 - 1942 
Rev . J. A. Carling, L.TH. 1943 - 1944 
Rev . R. 0. D. Salmon, B.A .1944 - 1949 
Rev. C.R. Cariss, B.A.L.TH.1949 - 1951 
Rev. J . R. C. Ding 1951 - 1954 
Rev. R. W. Motton 1954 - 1958 
Rev. H. D. Herring, S. TH.1958 - 1961 
Rev. F. G. Braby 1961 - 1964 
Rev. W. F. Browne 1964 - 1968 
Rev. John Riddle 1968 - I 972 
Rev. Kent Gardener I 972 - I 973 
Rev. Percy Dodd I 973 - 1978 
Rev. Malcolm Wilson 1978 -

ST. PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH CEMETERY 
Soon after the church was established, a plan was drawn 

up for the cemetery and plots were sold originally for $5.00. 
If the $5.00 was not paid the plots could still be used but 
the name of the owner was not recorded on the master plan. 
This was resulted in much confusion as no one knows for 
sure which plots were really used. 

In 1849, S.H. Breese went to California for the Gold Rush 
using pack horses from Chicago. He returned at Christmas 
in 1851 when Johntown consisted of four or five log 
buildings . Mr. Breese built a hotel, the California House, 
where he lived . This building burned down in 1875 but he 
rebuilt it using the same roof that was on the original home. 
This is now Dr. Mountain's home. 

66 

St. Paul 's Anglican Cemetery showing small memorial stones in front of 
vault 
Courtesy of Jane McCoy 

The Breese family were Anglican when they lived in 
England but after coming to Canada they attended the 
Methodist Church . However, when S.H. Breese returned 
from California he had a vault built in approximately the 
centre of St. Paul's Anglican Cemetery. It had a cement base 
and rounded, domed roof with cement steps leading into 
it. There were steel bars holding planks on which the cof
fins were placed. Those buried in the vault were: 
Harriet Stearman 
William G. Stearman 
Jane Breese, wife of 
S. H . Breese 
George Stearman 
Dennis Stearman 
Louisa Gilby 
Martha Green 
Elizabeth Breese 
Stephen H. Breese 

age 15 years 
age 27 years, 7 months 

age 54 years, 5 months 
age 20 years, 3 months 
age 29 years, 7 months 
age 21 years, 9 months 
age 89 years, 10 months 
age 90 years, 2 months 
age 85 years, 2 months 

March II , 1869 
Sept. 17, 1874 

March II , 1877 
Jan. 5, 1878 
Dec. 14, 1878 
July 22, 1886 
June 19, 1899 
May 6, 1906 
May 16, 1906 

These stones were aligned in front of the vault by Jack 
Gilby and Reverend John Riddle. Jack Gilby was the last 
living person to be inside this vault. The steps were starting 
to crumble and were cemented in by Mark Hodgson and 
David Puddicombe, assisted by Clarence Dudgeon and Jack 
Gilby about 20 years ago. 

S.H. Breese was a great influence on the entire communi
ty. He owned and operated the first bank in Chatsworth. 
He was Treasurer of the Township of Holland for some 
years. He and his friend, William G. "Tailor" Murray began 
a custom at Christmas in 1852 of giving every child a bag 
of candies - raisins, nuts, mixtures, and one cent. Although 
there were not too many chitdren to receive this gift in the 
beginning, 550 were distributed the last Christmas of this 
custom. 

The only remaining Breese of this family is Paul, a grand
son of Stephen Breese Jr., and Maude Wilson. He lives in 
Peterboro. 

Today, St. Paul's Cemetery is well kept and in a good 
state of repair. It is unique due to the fact that it is the only 
cemetery in the township containing a vault. 



Courtesy o f Maurice Quinton 

St. Philip's Church 1910 

ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH - ANGLICAN 
WALTER'S FALLS 

The Church of England was brought to Walter's Falls in 
1852 by its founding citizens, John Walter and family . Early 
services were conducted by Reverend Mulholland from 
Sydenham (Owen Sound) who travelled the countryside on 
horseback. Servi~es were held in the Walter home and during 
the 1860's and 70's services were held in the original 
Methodist Church. In 1880 the present church of St. Philip 
was constructed. 

John Walter died in 1867 and was the first interment in 
the cemetery. The land for the church and cemetery was 
donated by his wife, Elizabeth Payne. 

It is not known who the stone masons were for the church 
but several farm houses were constructed by Scottish stone 
masons about this time in the Bognor area. The timbers for 
the church were donated by George Ptolemy, and no doubt 
most of the material and labour was donated by the 
parishioners. The vestry was added at a later date and was 
built by James Seabrook. The church was originally heated 
by a box stove and later by a basement wood furnace. Hydro 
was installed in 1953 and the present electric heating was 
completed in 1965. 

Reverend Edielstein conducted the first service in the 
church in Dec. 1880. The first wardens were James Hamill 
and Philip Walter, the latter from whom the church gets 
its name . 

It wasn't until the turn of the cent:ury that the church 
received its first organ. Prior to this the congregation sang 
in tune with the aid of a tuning fork. The original organ 
was replaced in 1950, and in 1972 the present electric organ 
was purchased . 

St. Philip's is most grateful for the legacy of the late 
William Prior for the permanent care of the cemetery and 
the late Reverend E.D. Dickson for a legacy for the upkeep 
of the church . These legacies have been greatly assisted by 
free will offerings of former relatives and parishioners. 

St. Philip's Anglican Church 1982 
Courti.:sy of/\. N. Clarki.: 
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In 1880 the churches of Bognor, Fairmount and Walter's 
Falls were formed into one parish. During the war years, 
1939 - 45, the parish was separated, with Fairmount a part 
of Clarksburg parish and Walter's Falls and Bognor a part 
of Chatsworth . After the war a resident rector, Rev . K.M. 
Dobson, was appointed to Walter's Falls, with Bognor and 
Fairmount again as one parish. This parish continued until 
1967 when it was again divided, with Fairmount becoming 
a part of Meaford, and Walter's Falls and Bognor again af
filiated with Chatsworth. At present there is no resident 
clergyman. 

Four ministers affiliated with St. Philip's married local 
girls - Rev. Bell who resided at Walter's Falls during the 
construction married Georgina Carney, Rose Dixon married 
Rev. Walter Jones, Melba Quinton married Rev. L. Vivian, 
and Laura Dixon married Rev . E.D. Dickson. Two of these 
ministers Rev. E .D. Dickson , and Rev. Vivian are interred 
at St. Philip's. 

The chancel window was repaired after it was blown out 
during the great storn of 1913. St. Philip's was the first local 
country cemetery to be upgraded and landscaped and placed 
under a perpetual care fund in the late 1930's. It stands as 
a lasting memorial to the pioneers. In 1946 the church driving 
shed was sold and shortly afterwards torn down . 

The early church scrolls show local parishioner with the 
names Hamill, Prior, Seabrook, Walter, Bowes, Ptolmey, 
Quinton, Dixon, Mower, Carney and Lemon. 

St. Philip's still stands on the hill overlooking the village 
to welcome its children to its second century. 

MOGGIE BAPTIST CHURCH 

.,N 

Moggie Baptist Cemetery 
Thomas Annison 1886, wife Sarah Gilson - 1886 
Elizabeth Ferris wife of Henry Annison, April 21, 1888, a~e 28 years 
Court c\y of A . N . Cla rke 
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It was in the year 1861 on February 5th that a meeting 
was called for the purpose of erecting a chapel at Moggie. 
Mr. Dale was chairman and Mr. Anderson secretary. Henry 
Dale donated the site on which the chapel was built, on the 
northwest corner of Lot 51. The members of the church each 
gave ten dollars to purchase one-quarter acre of land ad
joining the chapel for a burial ground. Henry Dale, Mr. 
Couling, along with numerous Campbells, Amisons, Whites 
and Ferris are among those buried there. The first minister 
was Rev. Mr. McIntyre from Durham, followed by Rev. 
Ross from Keady, Mr. Thomsit, a student, Miss Douglas 
a missionary and Rev. Finkbiner from Williamsford . When 
they ceased to keep the church in repair it collapsed under 
a heavy load of snow. The debris has since been removed 
and the grounds seeded with grass and kept cut. 

STRATHAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Strathaven Church nestles in a quiet valley in Holland, 

and is one of the churches in the Owen Sound Association 
of Baptist Churches. 

The early church was recognized as such on June 21, 1870. 
The chapel was dedicated on August 19, 1871. This church 
was known as the South Sydenham Baptist, and was built 
by the pioneers of the community who felt the need of a 
building where God's word might be fulfilled - "Not for
saking the assembling of ourselves together" Hebrews 10:25. 

This little frame church was built on the north side of the 
Holland-Sydenham town line on Lot 1 Concession 4. It was 
on the hill overlooking Queen's Valley through which flows 
the Big Head River. The church was built by the men them
selves, free of cost, with willing and free labour, and was 
a fitting tribute to the pioneers of the day. The building was 
illuminated by the coal oil lamp and heated by a wood stove. 
Thos. Anderson Sr. and Geo. Murray were the head carpenters. 

In reviewing the early history of the church the names of 
Anderson, Ceaser, Howey, McDonald, McLaughlin, 
Morgan, Morrison, Nigh and Torrie are found recorded as 
some of the early families. 

There is not a clear record of pastors who filled the pulpit 
in the early years, but the name of A. Warren 1874-75 is 
found, also J.C . McDonald who was preaching on four sta
tions including South Sydenham. Other pastors were 0. 
Carey , Rev. Robert Ross, Rev. T.C. Robinson, Rev. W.A. 
Gunton. Sometime during the years 1893-94 the South 
Sydenham Baptists joined with the Woodford charge, and 
we have records of Rev. W.H. Stephens, with Rev . Mr. 
McQueen as assistant, Rev. J.M. McQuarrie, Rev. Stewart, 
Rev. G.I. Burns ministering the two congregations. 



Strathaven Baptist Church 1982 
Courtesy of A . N . Clarke 

In 1899 discussions were begun regarding the building of 
a new church. The little frame church was not large enough 
for the expanding congregation. In 1900 a new brick church 
was erected one-half mile south of the original site on Lot 
2 Concession 8 in Holland Township in the hamlet of 
Strathaven. Volunteer labourers brought much of the brick 
and lumber for the new church from Meaford by horse and 
wagon. In 1901 the name of South Sydenham Baptist was 
changed to Strathaven Regular Baptist. 

The first church was sold to the Foresters of Strathaven 
for $40.00. This building was skidded down the hillside and 
set upon a new foundation on McNabb St. in Strathaven. 
It was used as a hall and named the Foresters' Hall. In later 
years (1955) the building was sold, demolished and removed 
from the site. On July 4, I 900, the cornerstone of the new 
brick church was laid by the late Mrs. Horsey, Owen Sound, 
wife of the sitting member of Parliament at that time. The 
church was opened for services on the first Sunday of the 
first month of the year 1901. Rev. James B. Kennedy, M.A. 
then pastor of Memorial Baptist Church, Toronto, took as 
his text "This month shall be unto you the beginning of 
months. It shall be the first month of the year to you" 
Exodus 12:2. Three services were held that day. 

The church has been under the direction of the Home Mis
sion Board. In 1921 they were withdrawn from union with 
the Woodford charge and united with the Keady charge. 
Since 1931 it has been a one-point charge and served by 
theology students from McMaster University. Following are 
the names of the men who occupied the pulpit in the pre
sent church since 1900: 

Rev. G.I. Burns (who drew the plans and estimated the probable cost of the new church) 

Rev . L. F. Kipp 
Rev. J. N. K. Norton 
Rev . Thos Meldrum 
Rev . Jas. Currie 
Rev . S. A. Marks 

Rev . Wm. Bilton 
Rev . Wm . Bri11an 
Rev . W. E. Smalley 
Rev . R. H . Stephens 
Rev. A . E. Silver 

Since 1931 the following students have served: 
I. 
R. Champion 
C. A. Sinclair 
Grant Butler 
John Ward 
Albert Mi ldon 
Russell Monkman 
Wm. Leaton 
Edward Brotsky 
Russell Monkman (second term) 
Wm. Geitz 
Peter Sawatsky 
Chris Costerus 

2. 
Ken Seburn 
Clarence Robert s 
Rev. R. G. Quiggin 
Rev . Fred Habermehl 
Hector McPhail 
E. M. Jenkins 
Don Straiton 
Sheldon Draper 
Malcolm Mitchell 
W. E. Ellis 
John Woelfe 
Ed Martin 
Rudy Kaufman 

During Rudy Kaufman 's term the pastorate became a 
year-round one and has continued so. 

Pastors serving in later years are Rev. Eric Strain, Rev . 
Peter Hewitt, and the present pastor (1982) Rev. Robert 
Lewis. Ordinations held in recent years were for Ed. Martin, 
W .E. Ellis, Peter Hewitt, and Robert Lewis in I 98 I. 

COVENANTERS .CHURCH 
WILLIAMSFORD 

The Church of the Covenanters lasted for a very short 
period. The only minister known to have served was Rev. 
Hannish. The building later became the cabinet-making and 
undertaking establishment of A.C. Roberts. This was taken 
over by Mr. Boldt who made coffins as well as continuing 
the undertaking. 

Covenanters Church, Williamsford 
( 011r11.·,, of ~1r,. h.lith \\ "•lhHxx.l 
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Light wagons were the first means of carrying the cof
fins . Between 1900 and 1910 the horse-drawn hearse came 
into use . The horses were black and entirely draped with 
a black net blanket. The faster moving automobile replaced 
the horse, and modern velocity demanded that even the dead 
in their coffins must zip along. 

The building then became Williamsford""'Cummunity Hall. 
It had many uses - revivals, medicine shows, weddings, 
fowl suppers, euchres, showers and weekly dances. 

Enjoyed by most were the theatrical plays put on by local 
young people and church groups. Television and other 
modes of entertainment curtailed the use of the hall. It fell 
into a state of disrepair, and another land mark was torn 
down and removed in 1980 - 81. 

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WILLIAMSFORD 

Because of distance and poor methods of travelling, 20 
members severed their connection with St. Peter's Lutheran 
Church, Sullivan Township, and began to make plans for 
the establishment of a Lutheran Church in Williamsford. 

On April 16, 1885, the three trustees of the newly con
gregated group, Henry Miller, Christian Lipskie, and Fred 
Kreuger, purchased lots 9 and 10 on the west side of Gordon 
St. in Williamsford, from William Kough for $50.00. These 
pioneers were faced with a very difficult task - the task 
of not only building a church but filling it, because there 
were already two established churches there. Two other 
pioneer members were Ernst Kuglin and Frederick Grassing. 

The response was more than had been anticipated, for 
six months later, Oct. 14, 1885, the church was ready for 
service. The dedication service was observed by Rev. J . 
Muenzinger who became the first pastor. At first services 
were held every second week. The attendance grew, so weekly 
services were observed . By 1907 a larger church was 
necessary so the narthex and balcony were added. Until 1927 
the services were conducted in the German language. After 
that date it was changed to English to serve a larger number 
of people. 

The congregation still grew. In 1930 the sacristy was built 
and the church was rearranged. In 1949-50 the basement was 
excavated and used as the Sunday School auditorium. A new 
chancel and choir room were built. At this time, the cemetery 
was landscaped, and the tombstones were lifted and 
straightened. The grass is kept cut. A yearly decoration day 
is observed to pay tribute to those who served so faithfully. 

Stained glass windows were installed by members, and 
dedicated in memory of their departed loved ones. One 
window was presented by members of the church in honour 
of Ernst Kuglin who had the longest record of membership. 
A kitchen and bathroom were also added. 
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St. James Lutheran, Williamsford 
built 1885 

Court esy o r A . N. Clarke 

Five sons from the church took up the ministry. Rev. J . 
Adam Miller D.D. of Davenport , Iowa, was first President 
of Board of Governors of Waterloo Seminary. Rev. John 
Miller and Rev. Wm. Miller, all sons of Henry Miller, first 
trustee, and grandson of Rev. Ivan Miller also took up the 
ministry. Mr. and Mrs . Edward Miller's son John went into 
the ministry. The following pastors served since the 
organization: 
Rev. J . M uenzinger 
Rev. M . Arndt 
Rev. H . Rembe 
Rev . 0 . Klaehn 
Rev. M . Arndt 
Rev . C . Zarnke 
Rev . R. Pheiffer 
Rev. E . Tuerkheim 
Rev . 0. Bluedorn 

Organists were: 
Miss Sophia Miller 
Mrs . C hrist ina Bleich 
Mrs. Albert Schildroth 
Mrs. C hris Routenburg 
Mrs . Wm . Markle 
Mrs. Louis Grahlman 
Mrs. May Lou Armstrong 

1885 - 91 
1892 - 94 
I 894 - 1900 
1900 - 1905 
1905 - 17 
1919 - 21 
1921 - 25 
1926 - 28 
1928 - 29 

Rev . A . J . Datars 
Rev . G . W . Orth 
Rev. L. H . Kalb0eich 
Rev. A . R. Kramer 
Rev . C. Gilch 
Rev . D . P. Algar 
Rev . W . A . Holst 
Rev . D. Beskau 
Rev . W . L. M. McEwen 

Miss Elma Routenburg 
Mrs. Albert Datars 
Mrs Rudy Heft 
Mrs. Reta Macleod 
Mrs. Wm . Nuhn 
Mrs . Lloyd Kuglin 
Mrs. William Glasser 

1929 - 44 
1944 - 50 
1951 - 54 
1955 - 58 
1959 - 66 
1966 - 68 
1968 - 70 
1971 - 77 
1977 -

Mrs . Wm. Glasser during her term at the keyboard, 
brought the real Christmas spirit to the village when she 
played Christmas carols each Christmas Eve for one hour, 
and again for ·a half hour .before the candlelight service on 
Christmas morning, through the loud speaker. 

In the early l 920's a 100 ft. long shed was built by the 
members of the church to protect horses and rigs from the 
elements . For many years a Christmas service was always 
held on Christmas night. The church was filled with people, 
and the shed with horses. The horses were all decked with 
bells, and when the service was over and the horses and cut
ters and sleighs started moving about preparing for the 
journey home, there was not a sound like it in the com
munity. It is something those who heard it will never forget. 
It would be impossible to count the bells that were ringing 
in unison. The shed was demolished in 1964. 



UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 
The United ' Brethren Church was located on the West 

Back Line between 70 and 80 Sideroads, Holland Township 
on Lot 80 Concession 3, N.W. Toronto-Sydenham Road 
in the early ,l 900's. The minister was Reverend Shunk. The 
building was brick and was torn down about 1920 and sold 
to Albert Ritchie, of Lots 66, 67, 68, Third Concession East 
Toronto Sydenham Road, who bricked the fine house now 
owned by a J. Hunter. 

The church shed was torn down also. It was located west 
of the church. 

MENNONITE CHURCH 
DORNOCH 

On the corner of Lot 29 Concession 1 in the early years 
of Holland Township, a church was erected by the settlers 
of the Mennonite faith. There are no records of when it was 
built, and all that remains is part of a foundation and the 
little cemetery where the members were laid to rest. 

A Dornoch citizen recalls the beams that were used to 
build the church . It was the era that beams were much used 
in building houses . He recalls the heavy doors with large 
hinges and handles, no doubt the work of a nearby smithy. 

For a number of years taxes were paid on this property 
till the late 1970's when it was sold. The new owner applied 
to Holland Township clerk for a building permit to build 
a house on the lot, which includes the cemetery, but the per
mit was not granted. 

COOKE'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BERKELEY 

The Presbyterian Church was located on the north-west 
side of 60 sideroad not far from Number 10 Highway. The 
land was bought from John Fleming for $20.00 in April 
1875 . John Fleming was a trustee. This church was most 
likely built somewhere around 1875, probably of frame con
struction and painted white. 

After church union in 1925 the church was closed. In 1937 
the United Church sold the building to Arthur McKennitt 
for $110.00 and it was used to build a farm building. The 
sheds were sold to Lloyd Lyons and Charlie Thompson. 

BERKELEY UNITED CHURCH 
The first congregation met in a small log building located 

near Seventy Sideroad on the West Back Line and was 
known as the Freeborn appointment. It would appear the 
congregation saw the need of moving, and the present lot 
on which the church now stands was purchased from Mrs. 
James Wright. 

Rev. John Pepper was the minister in charge at that time, 
although he was moved to another charge before the church 
opened. He was instrumental in laying the plans for the 
splendid building. On September 22, 1892, at a special 

Berkeley Presbyterian Church 
Courtesy of Mn, . lt a Watt ., 

meeting called for the purpose, a building committee was 
appointed to act with Rev. Pepper consisting of Brothers 
Wm. Sargent, Thos. Sargent, Joseph Lund, and John Love. 
To this committee was added R . Jameson at a later date. 
The Trustee Board at that time consisted of Thomas Sargent, 
William Sargent, William Love, John Love, James Mont
gomery, George Ritchie, John Ritchie, Joseph Lund, R. 
Jameson, and Thomas Middleton. 

The church was built under supervision of Thomas Ab
bott, contractor, rough lumber being supplied by Rowe 
Brothers, and was opened about the first Sunday in 
November, 1893. Rev. R.J. Husband was pastor at that time 
and it was a day of great rejoicing. 

On December 23, 1902, the church was announced to be 
free of debt. 

On May 20, 1907, a pulpit Bible was presented to the 
church by Mrs. Love Sr. for which a vote of thanks was 
kindly tendered. 

In 1911 the church was the recipient of a sum of money 
from the estate of the late Henry Abbott. 

During Mr. McCarten's ministry a new shed 50 x 50 feet 
with concrete walls was built. It was late in the fall when 
the work on the shed was commenced but with the help of 
the community it was completed before winter set in . 

The pulpit chairs were acquired from Harkaway Church 
when it closed in 1979. 

Ceramic white doves were donated for the Communion 
Table by the Watt's family. 

Berkeley United Church, 1982 
Courtesy of A. N. Clarke 
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A scarf and book marks were donated by the Stan Stafford 
family and a Hammond electric organ was donated by the 
Whitney family. 

The following is a list of the faithful people who have 
ministered here: 

Rev. R. J . Hu sband 
J . Leona rd 
J . J. Ferguson 
H . Berry 
J . R. Wilkinson 
W . G . Wa kefield 
A . Bushel 
G . R. Kit ( hen 
C. C. Wellerman 
J . Irwin 
Ro b1. Wa1t 
Mr. Harry Axford 

R. B. Beynon 
W . H . Learoyd 
A . Richa rds 
W . W . Wa lk er 
F . G . Stotesbury 
A . J. Eagles 
R. J . McCart en 
A. Laycock 
R. J. Burnside 
Rev. Joe Harrower 
Rev. Nellie I. J . Wilson 

There have also been numerous student ministers and, 
starting in August of 1982, these will include intern student 
ministers. 

UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY - BERKELEY 
(From Minutes of Cemetery Board) 

The United Church Cemetery was first known as the 
Methodist Church Cemetery. The cemetery is located on 
Highway Number 10 just south of Berkeley beside the 
church. The property for the church and cemetery was pur
chased from James Wright. 

A meeting was held on January 10, 1914 for the purpose 
of doing something about the cemetery, and so the Cemetery 
Board was formed. 

Thomas Wiggins was appointed Secretary Treasurer, a 
position he held for 28 years. Members present: 

Th o mas Sargent 
Geo rge J . Rit chi e 
G . J . McNeeley 

Jo hn Love 
Ro bert Love 
Tho mas Wigg in s 

Jo hn Ritchie 
Joseph Black 

Thomas Wiggins retired in 1943 and Bert Watts took over 
his duties as Secretary Treasurer. Ernest Bradley became 
C hairman of the Board. 

In I 914 the cost of the secretary's book was $0.25 and 
postage was $0.02 a letter. 

In June of 1922, John Ransom built the fence for $2.50. 
Tom Wiggins was paid $0. 98 for scantling and Geo. Stod
dart $2.10 for wire. 

In 1935 the fence must have been repaired or replaced 
because fence posts were purchased for $0.20 each. Other 
costs were: 

R. K. Wright - paint and nails - $7.78 
Mitchells for scantling - $1.15 
Thomas Wiggins - Corner braces - $0.25 
Thomas Wiggins and Geo. J. McNeeley were each paid 
$12.00 for work and painting. 

The cost of a grave in 1914 was $1 .00, and 57 graves were 
bought by 24 families. In 1957 the cost of a plot was $0.35 
per square foot. In 1959 graves were sold for $16.00 each. 

In I 943 the gigantic task of improving the cemetery was 
undertaken by the Board members. Work parties were formed. 
The tombstones were removed after a plan of the graves 
was carefully made. The ground was levelled and the stones 
replaced. 

Thorrias Flynn dug graves for many years, but this is now 
left to the undertaker who makes the arrangements. 

On February 8, 1957, a meeting was held to discuss new 
rules and regulations under the Cemeteries Act of the 
Department of Health. At that time the Board decided they 
had no further interest in the other cemeteries belonging to 
the Berkeley charge of the United Church. They would be 
looked after by the Township. 

The cost of the graves increased to $22.40 for two plots 
in 1974. In 1975 a decision was made to have all graves marked 
by corner stones. 

Mrs. lta Watts became secreta ry treasurer in I 977 after 
her husband passed away. In December 1978 a delegation 
consisting of Ita Watts, Angus Fitzsimmons and Ted Ransom 

McLean's Cemetery 
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met with Holland Township Council because of concern for 
the future of the cemetery. 

The Ontario Ministry of Consumer and Commercial Rela
tions had informed the board that regulations no longer 
allowed burjals in this cemetery. Council felt this had come 
about because the Cemetery Board had failed to send in an 
annual report for three years and thought perhaps this is 
why the Ministry thought they were trying to reopen an 
abandoned cemetery. 

Council advised the Board that it had been operating the 
cemetery and would continue to do so. 

The Cemetery Board once again held a meeting at Mrs. 
Watts' home on January 17, 1979, attended by three 
members, to decide if they should ask the Ministry of Con
sumer and Commercial Relations for consent to reopen the 
cemetery. Permission was granted by the Council. The 
cemetery had been inspected by the Board of Health and 
the Ministry of Consumer and Commercial Relations, who 
decided that burials could only be made in plots bought 
before 1976. 

Another meeting with the Inspector of Cemeteries was 
held in January 1982. It was felt that if new graves could 
be sold the new price could not be less than $35 .00 and not 
more than $75.00, possibly about $50.00. 

The Board hopes that by 1983 graves can once again be 
sold. There were 125 graves left as of March 1979. 

BERKELEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY 
This cemetery is located on the north-east side of Highway 

Number 10 and 60 sideroad. 

Like so many of our old cemeteries, this one looks rather 
neglected. The Cemetery Board of the United Church in 
Berkeley decided in 1957 they had no further interest in any 
of the cemeteries so now these abandoned cemeteries are 
under township care. 

One of the earliest burials was 1873, and some of the 
names are White, Doyle, Dowling, Gillespie and Quinn. 

PLEASANT VALLEY CHURCH 
The first church was located on Lot 70, Concession 3, East 

of the Toronto Sydenham Road and was most likely of log 
construction. 

Methodism was taking root, so in 1888 it was suggested 
that this small church be included in the "Holland Centre 
Circuit" but the recommendation was turned down. Rev. 
John Pepper began holding services in Berkeley and so it 
was decided by a proposal made on August I, 1892 "moved 
by Rev. Pepper, seconded by Bro. Sargent, that Walkers 
and Pleasant Valley, be united as soon as a church can be 
built, and that Berkeley be the location, carried 7 - 3." 

An ancient Bible is in the United Church in Berkeley with 
inscription "Pleasant Valley Church Pulpit, February 27th, 

1876" and is all that remains of this early church of approx
imately 106 years ago. 

Some of the early names in the Pleasant Valley area were: 
Richardson, Logan, Anderson and Lyons. 

PLEASANT VALLEY CEMETERY 
This cemetery is located at the junction of Seventy 

Sideroad and the Third Concession east of the Toronto
Sydenham Road. 

Five gravestones remain. The earliest one is that of John 
Chambers, who died April 19, 1863 age 30 years, a native 
of Fermange, Ireland. Other family names are Middleton 
and Virtue. 

One stone carries the following epitaph: 
"Right from our household a voice beloved is stilled. 
Place vacant in our hearts that never can be filled". 

McComb Family 
relurning home from church in Williamsford 1919 

Thomas, Morrell, Clifford, Alvin, Ada, Mrs. McComb; 
Horses named Dan and Lucy 

Courte . ..,y of Mrs. Ada MrCurdy 

One preacher in Massie enjoyed visiting the blacksmith 
shop. He walked in one day to see an elderly man sipping 
out of a bottle. "Now, my man, you are old; don't you think 
you should stop drinking"? "Your Reverance, my mother 
drank a glass of whiskey one hour before I was born and 
I can still taste it." 

~~~ 

73 



Chatsworth United Church 1982 
Court esy of A . N. Clarke 

COATSWORTH UNITED CHURCH 
The first charge of the Presbyterian Church of Sullivan 

and Glenelg Townships comprised two preaching stations, 
one at Johntown, Holland Township, and the other at the 
townline of Sullivan and Bentinck. Until the summer of 1857 
services and Bible study groups were carried on in the homes 
by the laymen and ministers whenever one of the latter could 
visit the. district. Two students who serv~d the Johntown 
group were Findlay Mccuaig, and James Cameron. 

In 1857 a lot was purchased in the newly surveyed village 
of Johntown, and that summer a church was erected - a 
frame building on the site of the present United Church 
manse. On February 16, 1859, Mr. Cameron was ordained 
to the Christian ministry and inducted into the charge of 
Johntown and Sullivan South. Rev. James Cameron was 
pastor of this church for 26 years. 

The first manse was built in 1861 just north of the first 
church. The second church, the present large brick struc
ture, was opened on December 9, 1888. The brick for this 
church was hauled by horse and wagon from Scone near 
Chesley. Earliest means of raising money was by "pew 
rent", but the envelope system was introduced in 1888. 

The name of the village "Johntown", was changed to 
Chatsworth in 1857. In 1871 the charge was divided, and 
Chatsworth became a single charge with Rev. Cameron re
maining in Chatsworth. Mr. Cameron passed away in 1893. 

Permission was obtained to have an organ in the Sunday 
School in 1892 and in the Church in 1894. 

Following a vote concerning church union in 1925 many 
favoured union, so the Presbyterian Church became the 
property of the United Church of Canada. Those who wished 
to remain Presbyterian continued meeting in the town hall 
for worship until December 1925 when the former Methodist 
Church property was purchased, and it is still the home of 
the Presbyterian Church congregation. On Sunday, June 27, 
1926, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church was formally opened 
with Rev. W.A. McWilliam, minister, and Mrs. John Mac
Donald, organist and choir leader. 
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The first minister of the United Church was Rev. Sidney 
Martin who had previously had a charge in the Methodist 
Church. W. Wilson was in charge of the choir, and Miss 
Minnie McGregor was organist. In 1927 Mrs . S.H. Breese 
became choir leader and Mrs. L. Kiff, organist. 

CHATSWORTH UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY 
During the ministry of the Rev. James Cameron in the 

first Presbyterian Church in Chatsworth, Rev . Cameron was 
instrumental in having the cemetery behind the church 
cleared and many pioneers are buried there, including Rev . 
Cameron. 

In 1955 the cemetery was in a sadly neglected state. 
Thanks to the efforts of the pastor at that time, Dr. Kent, 
and John Morgan, the village undertaker, weekly work bees 
were started and the men responded well. It soon became 
a well-cared for spot. Contributions were called for and a 
fund started which keeps the cemetery in good condition 
today. 

HARKA WAY UNITED CHURCH 
This church is not in Holland Township but is situated 

on the Townline between Holland and Euphrasia, about 
halfway down the line. Since this church was in the Holland 
Centre and Berkeley charge for many years, it is included 
in our history. 

Harkaway area was first surveyed in 1849 - 1850. The 
settlers then came and, not far behind, the Methodist 
minister. Rev. Stephen Brownell in the summer of 1850 is 
reported to have visited the settlers and held services in the 
homes. During the next five years a different minister served 
for one year. The Harkaway church at that time was in 
Proton Mission. 

In early Methodist Records it was referred to as the 
"Lyons Branch" (about 1855) and names appearing were 
Fleming, Bell, Lyons, Clark, Walker, Wright, McKennett 
and Gauley. In the following years, Truborn, Jackson, Ritchey 
and Perry were added. 

The first church may have been a log building, prior to 
1875, but it is known that in 1875 a frame church was built 
on the cemetery site. The present church was planned in 
1892. J.A. Halbert donated the land. This church opened 
on Sunday, August 12, 1893. 

It is a solid brick building with a basement that will hold 
about 400 people. To celebrate the opening, three services 
were held. On the Monday evening a supper was held, 
followed by a social time. At that time more than enough 
money and subscriptions were received to cover the cost of 
the building which was about $2,000.00. The contractor was 
Thomas Abbott of Berkeley. 

One amusing story told by Mrs. Edna Hutson (nee -
Lyons) of Owen Sound is that of a new minister in the early 
years. He had come from Wiarton. One day he commented, 
"When I was at Wiarton, there were bears in the bush, then 
I came here and find Lyons (lions) in the clearing." 



This church served its community well for 89 years, but 
it was closed in 1979. 

In September of 1979, 37 members of the Harkaway 
Church were welcomed into the congregation of the 
Annesley United Church, Markdale, by Rev. Paul Dempsey. 

Harkaway Ministers Since 1896 
R. B. Benyon 
W. H. Learoyd 
John R. Ferguson 
Thomas Leonard 
H. Barry 
A. Richard 
W.W. Walker 
J . H . Wilkinson 
T. G. Stotesbury 
W. G. Wakefield 
A. J . Eagle 1920-24 
Albert Bushell 1924-28 
R. J. McCarten I 928-32 
G. R. Kitching 
A. Laycock 
W. G. Wellerman 
R. K. B11rnside 1937-4 1 
Joseph A. Irvi n 1941-42 

David Harris 
T. M. Murray 
R. Watt 
H . K. Braden 
Wm. Lee 

Nettie J. Wilson 1950-53 
Bruce Vanston 1953-54 
Douglas J . Miller 1954-58 
Harry Axford I 958-67 
Bonesteal I 968 
Ed Ham pston I 969 
Colin Paterson 1970 
Jewel Shortt 1971 -72 
Anne Ross I 973 
Ella Tayor I 974 
Craig Chaplin 1975 
Douglas Stewart 1977 
Glean Eagle 1978 

HARKA WAY CEMETERY 
The land N l / 2 Lot 19 Concession 12 was donated for 

this cemetery by James Lyons . Mrs . and Mr. James Lyons' 
youngest son died on April 25, 1866 and was the first per
son buried in Harkaway Cemetery. The first Methodist 
Church was built here and was burned and then replaced 
by a frame building. 

The cemetery still remains. Hillis Halbert and family now 
reside on the farm from which the land was donated. 

HOLLAND CENTRE UNITED CHURCH 
The first church services were held in the pioneer homes 

and were called classes. Formal classes in Holland Township 
in the early l 850's were started by William Williams. In 
1853, a saddlebag preacher from Durham visited the 
William's home and soon more classes were started. In 1858 
the Holland circuit was formed. 

The first log church was built east of the Toronto
Sydenham Road on Sideroad Twenty. It was named Mt. 
Zion. 

In 1879 it was decided to move the church to Holland 
Centre. In 1881 a new frame building was built on Queen 
St. adjacent to the present Community Centre. this was 
known as Williamsford Station Circuit. 

The name Williams ford Station was easily confused with 
Williamsford, so around 1880 the people of the village chose 
the name Holland Centre. At that time the church became 
the Holland Centre Circuit. 

Holland Centre moved into the twentieth century as a 
thriving communtiy of Methodists. The congregation had 
grown and the frame church no longer seemed so large, with 
its plain benches and homemade pulpit. The trustees of the 

church held a meeting on January 6, 1905, and decided to 
sell the old building for $175.00. With this money, plus 
subscriptions, a new house of worship was built on Highway 
10 in Holland Centre at a cost of about $3,000 .00. Work 
was contracted out on the church building. The church is 
solid brick on a stone foundation 30 x 50 feet and will com
fortably seat 250, although some of the original seats have 
been removed. The interior was painted a light gray and had 
four chandeliers, each with four lights. The new church was 
dedicated on December 10, 1905, with Rev. John F. Redditt , 
President of the Conference, preaching the morning service, 
and the Rev. F. Matheson preaching in the afternoon. 

Holland Centre United Church, 1982 
Courtesy of A. N. Clarke 

The opening of the new church was a grand occasion. 
Many fine gifts were received - one a silver urn still in the 
church's possession, engraved with the words "Presented 
to the Methodist Church, Holland Centre, by the Ladies 
Aid, 1905". 

The trustees' minutes also express appreciation for the gift 
of a Bible and hymn book from evangelists Crosby and 
Hunter. 

Many of the church family names are familiar today, such 
as: 
Hampton Jacksons 
Fee Beirnes 
Kirk town Cravens 
Sellwoods Troughton 
Waltons Wrights 
Erwins Dixon 
Gawlerys Campbells 
Crowthers McKennitts 
Minion Williams 
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The new building quickly became part of community life 
with meetings and socials. 

Sunday School was active as was the Bible class which was 
taught for many years by Mrs. Ed. Williams, and later by 
Mrs. Minion and Ida Fee. 

Anniversary services have been held each year, and for 
the seventy-fifth time in August 1980. In the early years, 
there were three services as well as entertainment and a fowl 
supper in the Church Hall on Monday nights. 

The church was a very active place, perhaps a little too 
much so for some, as the minutes sternly record that on May 
11, 1906, it was moved by Mr. Porter and Mr. Minion that 
the pastor talk to the parties in the habit of making noises 
in the church basement during service . 

Life in the village of Holland Centre has seen many 
changes, which in turn affected the life of the church. The 
depression of the 1930's caused financial difficulties. In 
January, 1932, the minister was asked by the trustees to ex
plain their difficulties to the congregation and to ask the 
Ladies Aid for assistance. It was also moved that "We do 
our utmost to raise the pastors salary to $518.00". In 1933 
choir practice was held after evening service "as a measure 
of economy" during the winter months. In January, 1934, 
a canvas of members was made to meet the obligations of 
the previous year. 

The Second World War of 1939 made an impact on 
Holland Centre United Church with sixteen men of the con
gregation enlisting. Their names appear on the Honour Roll 
in the Church Hall. 

The women of the church had quilting bees, knitted socks, 
packed Christmas boxes and wrote letters to the boys 
overseas, along with keeping the parsonage decorated and 
holding their regular meetings. 

The death of Rev . Robert Knox Burnside on April 5th, 
1941, at the age of 53, was a real shock to the congrega
tion, and marked the end of a permanent, continuous 
pastorate in Holland Centre. In the following years, full 
time, ordained ministers occasionally served the congrega
tion, but more often a lay person or student served. 

Holland Centre church was in for another change when 
in 1949 Miss Nettie Wilson became the minister . Thirty-three 
years later women are still not totally accepted in the 
ministry. Miss Wilson is now Mrs. Hoffmann of Windsor. 
Several people from the Holland Centre Charge have served 
in the work of the church. Among them were the Beirnes 

Brothers. Will Beirnes grew up in Holland Centre and served 
for many years in South America. Will is in his nineties and 
is still an evangelist in Florida (1980). Stewart Shaw was also 
a minister. 

Among them were the Beirnes Brothers. Will Beirnes grew 
up in Holland Centre and served for many years in South 
America; Will is in his nineties and is still an evangelist in 
Florida (1980). Stewart Shaw was also a minister. 

Beth Williams married Rev. Thomas Laidlaw in 1910, and 
Muriel Schwandt married Rev . R.J. McCarten around 1912. 
Both these women contributed to their husbands' ministries. 
The McCartens actually returned tc serve at Holland Cen
tre from 1925 - 1931 . Isabel McMullen and her husband Rev. 
Horace Braden served as missionaries for several years in 
Ethiopia. 

Rev. Allan Shaw was raised in Holland Centre and or
dained in 1958 . 

Florence Fee must be included in the li st of those who 
have gone from Holland Centre in full time service of the 
church. Miss Fee's ancestors were among the first settlers 
(Williams), mentioned earlier . 

Miss Fee served in China from 1926 - 1951. After her 
retrun to Canada she served in pastoral work until her retire
ment in 1965. Miss Fee now resides in Markdale (1983). 

Holland Centre United Church celebrated 50 years on July 
31, 1955, with Rev. T.M. Murray preaching the morning 
service, and Rev. Arthur J. Eagle the evening service. 

Seventy-five years after its beginning, Holland Centre 
Church is much alive and the congregation was very pleased 
to have-Rev. Nettie Wilson (Mrs . Hoffmann) of Windsor 
return to preach at the seventy-fifth anniversary service. 

Holland Centre had representation at the 1980 General 
Council of the United Church held in Halifax when Delphine 
Taylor and Helen Whitney attended. 

The United Church women in 1982 still cater to communi
ty functions and look after the parsonage. The parsonage 
is a yellow brick house on No. 10 Highway. The congrega
tion seriously considered building a new parsonage back in 
1882, but the plans were set aside and they purchased for 
$575.00 the house that the minister Henry Thomas already 
occupied. 

The church and the parsonage stand and remind us of the 
struggles the early pioneers had, and how important their 
religion was to them. Its survival through the eighties and 
beyond now depends on us. 
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KNOX 

HOLLAND 

UNITED 

CHURCH 
Jno. Sutherland, Sr. 

Early settlers deemed one of their first responsibilities in 
the new land to be the establishment of a church. One such 
church, Knox Holland United Church, stands on the crest 
of a knoll in the north-east corner of the township. 

John Sutherland was Highland Scottish and had sett led 
on Lot 5, Concession I O by 1865. Before there was any 
church in this area, a communion service was held in the 
new barn on his farm. He later donated a lot at the front 
of his farm on which a roughcast church known as Knox 
Holland Presbyterian Church was built. In 1894 the con
gregation enlarged the lot and, rather than repair the ex
isting structure, erected a new brick church. The minister 
at the time was Rev. J.F. McLaren who had come from 
Scotland to the original church and served the congregation 
for at least thirty-three years, possibly longer. He was 
responsible for the artistic and attractive appearance of the 
new building. Members of the building committee were: 
James Howey, H.W. Norton, George Murray, James 
Henry, and William J . McLean Jr. Mr. Norton was treasurer 
of the committee although William J. McLean Sr. had acted 
as collector of funds from the congregation. 

For many years George Henderson was precentor, followed 
in 1881 by Michael Howey who led and trained the choir. 
In 1902 an organ was purchased on motion of William Parks 
and Matthew Laycock although many were bitterly opposed. 
were bitterly opposed. 

In 1925 this church became Knox Holland United Church. 

Another important event took place in 1949 when the 
newly installed electric lights were dedicated. For two genera
tions the church had used primitive illumination. 

With the changing attitudes of church officials and dwindl
ing church membership, many United Churches were closed. 
This was the fate of Knox, Holland, which was closed on 
July I, 1963, just one year prior to the seventieth anniver
sary of the building of the brick church and nearly one hun
dred years after the formation of the congregation. Original
ly, Knox Holland and Temple Hill churches formed a 
charge. Changes through the years resulted in this church 
being one of six forming the Walter's Falls United Church 
Pastoral Charge. The descendants of many founding 
members were still active in the congregation when the 
eh urch closed. 

During the life of the church, the following acted as 
Secretary: John Sutherland Sr., I 88 I - I 896; William J . 
McLean 1897 - 1918; William T . Henry, 1919 - 1944; and 
Mac Hamill I 945 - 1963. Treasurers were: John Sutherland 
Sr. until I 894; William M. Sutherland, I 894 - I 916; William 
T. Henry 1917 - 1944; Marie Sutherland, 1945; Mac Hamill 
1946 - 1963. 

Ministers serving the church were: 

Dr. J. F. McLaren 1877 · 1910 Rev. John MacDonald 1941 - 1942 
Rev. R. W. Beveridge 1912 - 1915 Rev. J. M. Fraser 1943 - 1947 
Rev . Walter M. Lee 1915 - 1919 Rev . Salton 1948 
Rev . John Lennox 1919 - 1923 Rev. Peter Sawatzky 1949 
Rev. J. A. Petch 1928 - 1929 Rev. S. H. Soper 1952 - 1958 
Rev . J.C. Lourie 1930 - 1934 Rev. Maxwell 1959 - 1960 
Rev. Wright 1934 - 1936 Rev . Christopher Duggan 1961 - 1962 
Rev. George Bury 1937 - 1940 Rev. Eugene Young 1963 

Some of the names of church families which appear in 
the records are: Adams, Bradley, Bumstead, Cathrae, 
Ceaser, Clarke, Connell, Dixon, Foster, Hamill, Henderson, 
Henry, Howey, Hughes, Laycock, Long, MacLeod, 
McCauley, McDermid, Mcinnis, McKay, McLean, Morrison, 
Murray, Mustard, Norton, Parks, Phillips, Price, Ramage, 
Robson, Ross, Sutherland, Torrie, Webb, Young. 

Knox, Holland, Presbyterian Church 
CourlC'I) ol Sun-Timer., file, 
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Although McLean's Cemetery is situated five lots to the 
north in Sydenham Township, it is the burial place of many 
of the faithful workers of Knox Holland Church. 

Knox Holland Church closed its doors in 1963 and the 
building was purchased by Cornelius and Fay Vlielander in 
1967. They renovated it as a private home and resided there 
until I 972 when more renovations took place. Today it has 
four apartments which are occupied by tenants: Mr. & Mrs . 
James Bates, Mr. & Mrs. Tom King, Mr. & Mrs. Ed. King, 
and Mr. Ernie Gatchell. 

McLEAN'S CEMETERY 

In McLean's Cemetery are buried many of the hardy 
pioneers who carved homes for themselves and their families 
from virgin forest. It was originally called Ben McNiven 
meaning "McNiven on the Hill". One must climb a hill from 
any direction to reach this beautiful cemetery which is a large 
one -for a rural area, with over four hundred plot holders. 

The records of the cemetery are in remarkably good con
dition, intact from the beginning. The cemetery had its in
ception at a public meeting held April 6, 1863 at the home 
of William John McLean, 10th Concession of Holland. Alex 
McNiven was appointed chairman and John Sutherland was 
named secretary. The meeting accepted Mr. McNiven's offer 
of an acre of land on the south-west corner of Lot One 
Concession Two, Sydenham Township "for the purpose of 
a burying ground and site for a Presbyterian Church." 
(Churches were later built north and east in Sydenham and 
five lots south in Holland). 

The cemetery overlooks the Big Head Valley and retained 
the name McNiven until as late as 1897 . The price paid was 
twelve dollars . It became known as McLean's cemetery -
after the original secretary-treasurer, William McLean, a 
native of Lisburn, Ireland. He was followed as secretary
treasurer by his son William, then his son Lloyd, totalling 
a period of almost eighty-five years. The official name is 
"Holland and Sydenham Townline Presbyterian Burying 
Ground." Others attending the meeting were Thomas 
Anderson, John Gillies and Alexander Ramage. 

The first trustees of the cemetery were Thomas Ramage, 
John Gillies, Thomas Sutherland and William John 
McLean. These men were chosen on November 2, 1864. 

It was Mr. Ramage's father, Matthew Ramage, who died 
on October 7th that same year of 1863, who was the fir st 
person buried there. The stone erected is still remarkably 
sound and legible . 

Official records on the cemetery provide interesting 
reading. At the annual meeting in 1875 the treasurer's report 
shows cash on hand from the previous year of $7 .50. At 
the annual meeting on January 13, 1885 a new picket fence 
was authorized. Wm. J . McLean was allowed $5.00 for 
superintending the building of the fence and the burying 
ground in general. This gratuity was repeated in 1888 in 
acknowledgement of his trouble . 

A meeting of January 7, 1896, authorized the purchase 
of additional land, one acre to the north of Martin Cathrae . 
The construction of a "hitching rail" to which the horses 
of mourners could be tied, was also authorized. The annual 
meeting of June 4, 1907, advanced the price of plots from 
$2.00 to $4.00. In 1908 William J. McLean Jr. was named 
caretaker. 

In June, 1910, a new wire fence was built and the next 
year Mr . McLean was instructed to get an estimate on the 
cost of a building at the cemetery. The building was to pro
vide shelter, particularly for women and children, who came 
to funerals in the winter. Interments were made at all times 
in the year in those days. Those who attended were often 
chilled to the bone after long drives in open vehicles. By 
1927 the building was still an issue. 

The history of "The Lodge" as the building was called, 
goes back to October 11, 1921, when representatives of four 
Women' s Institutes, Bognor, Massie, Strathaven and 
Walter's Falls, met at the home of Mrs. Alex McPherson. 
Mrs. William McNabb was named President of this group 
whose object was to assist in the improvement of McLean's 
Cemetery. In 1923, Mrs. Wm. T. Moffatt was appointed 
Secretary, a position she held for five years. At that time 
(1923), Mrs. Gilbert Morrison was President. By June, 1926, 
the "Women's Institute Cemetery Committee" as it came 
to be called, was ready to make a move towards the lodge. 
Members appointed by the Institutes were Mrs. Gilbert Mor
rison, Mrs. Martin Cathrae, Mrs . Alex McPherson, Mrs. 
James Thomson, Mrs. Wm. Morgan, Mrs. J . Reid and Miss 
Violet Carrie. Miss Carrie and Mrs. Morrison were to in
quire into the cost of building a lodge. Wm. T. Moffatt and 
Mrs. J. Reid were appointed to look after the material and 
secure a builder. Used material proved to be too costly. Per
mission to erect this building was gladly given from both 
Holland and Sydenham Townships. 

By June, I 927, William T. Moffatt reported that George 
Grant, Meaford, agreed to put up a building 14 x 16 feet, 
of planed lumber covered with asphalt shingles, a planed 
fir floor, three windows, a door and a cottage roof. The 
structure was to be set on cedar blocks and have a plank 
foundation. Contract price was $ I 96.00, a considerable 
obligation for the women of the community. Later a 
galvanized chimney and seats were provided . The A.O. 
Morrison family donated a stove. Paint was $4.00 (applied 
by the women), blinds were $4. 73 and cleaning utensils 
$3.00. Mrs. James Reid donated a storm door. 



The women looked after the contributions and on July 
26, 1928, everytJ:iing was paid, with a balance of $4.28 which 
was given to the cemetery trustees for eavestroughing. This 
building is a monument to the perseverance and hard work 
of the ladies of the Women's Institutes. Now, their work 
done, the committee disbanded. It was then recommended 
that a committee of women be appointed by the communi
ty to assist the cemetery board. In 1932, the treasury was 
in debt which continued for a number of years. I'h 1941, 
a canvass was held to raise funds. In 1941, James Reid was 
named to the Board and became chairman in 1943. Mac 
Hamill was appointed secretary-treasurer in 1946, a posi
tion he still holds ( 1982) and he is fourth secretary-treasurer 
in the one hundred and twenty year history. 

Through the years, interested people tried to keep the 
cemetery as beautiful as possible, but weeds do grow. On 
October 20, 1954, a "bee" was held to level and clean up 
the cemetery. On June 16, 1955, a memorial service was 
held, followed by a public canvass to raise money to put 
the cemetery in first class condition and keep it that way. 
By 1963, the Board had $4500.00 in a trust fund. The value 
of $40.00 was placed on a two-bed plot and $60.00 on a four
bed plot, including the cost of perpetual care. 

While Matthew Ramage was the first burial in the 
cemetery, there are two monuments bearing inscriptions 
showing deaths prior to 1863. George Dixon and Archibald 
Gillies had died previously but were removed from their in
itial resting places to the new cemetery. 

Names on the stones read like a story of the pioneers of 
the district. Many of their descendants are still residents of 
the district. 

The cemetery is a credit to its early founders and to those 
who have brought it to its present excellent state. Solid con
crete retaining walls were built where required along Con
cession 2, Sydenham and in from the entrance. The grass 
is cut and free of weeds, all the stones are upright and on 
proper bases and the whole one acre and a half gives the 
impression of neatness and order. 

MASSIE UNITED CHURCH 
Early history of the church is vague, but it is known that 

church services were held by the New Connexion Methodists 
in a building on Lot 3, Con. 4, which had been erected to 
serve as a schoolhouse, but due to a dispute, was never us
ed for that purpose. Later, there was also a branch of the 
Wesleyan Methodists. For some time each denomination 
held services in the log school, the Wesleyan Methodists in 
the morning, and the new Connexion Methodists in the 
afternoon or evening . The Methodist Union of 1883 united 

these two groups . In 1887 the Methodist congregation pur
chased from William Alfred Hewitt a parcel of land on Lot 
3, Concession 7, for the sum of fifteen dollars, on which 
to erect a church. The trustees of the congregation were: 
John H. Burchill , John Marquis, Andrew Neelands, Elijah 
Marquis, William Foster, John Hewitt, Daniel C. Taylor, 
and Alexander Walker. The first minister in this church is 
believed to have been Rev . Wm. Tucker. 

Massie United Church, 1982 
Court esy o f A . N. Clarke 

In the frame church the members had their own particular 
seats. Sometimes a man had his on one side of the church 
while his wife had hers on the opposite side. The majority 
knelt to pray, but one old gentleman always stood up and 
faced the wall, causing the younger members of the church 
to refer to that spot as the "Amen Corner". 

The congregation soon outgrew this church and after 
many meetings and much discussion, the present brick 
church was built on a lot across the road on the farm of 
Andrew Neelands. It was built of Proton brick of Wright's 
manufacture delivered to Chatsworth station by contractors 
Henry Collins and Jerry Taylor, the building to be com
pleted by October 1, 1895. The building committee was 
Henry Winter, J .N. Perdue, J .A. Neelands, John Hewitt, 
William Foster and Robert McKessock. Contract price was 
$1687 and the cost of furnishings $153.12. 

Trustees at the time were W. Foster, Chairman, J . N. Per
due, Secretary, R. Laverty, Treasurer, A. Laverty, J . Mar
quis, E. Marquis, J. Neelands and H. Winter. 

On Sunday, October 27, 1895, the church was dedicated 
by Reverend A. Brown, Scrope Street (now Central United) 
Methodist Church Owen Sound, with the guest speaker in 
the evening Reverend J .F. McLaren, Knox, Holland. The 
minister was Reverend J .R. Husband. At that time Massie 
Church was on the Holland Centre circuit, later the Hoath 
Head circuit, and in 1914 changed to the Chatsworth charge. 
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In 1908 a large church shed was built across the road at 
a cost of $825 .00. With the advent of cars, trucks and trac
tors, it was no longer needed, and in 1959 it was sold to 
Mervyn Johnston, Sullivan Township for the sum of $80.00. 
He dismantled it and removed it to his farm. 

On June IO, 1925, Massie Methodist Church became 
Massie United Church. 

On July 15, 1945, a beautiful stained glass window, 
donated by Miss Elizabeth Howey of Owen Sound in 
memory of the Howey family and accepted by George W. 
Shouldice, was dedicated by Rev. Wm. Howey of Meaford . 
A communion table, a gift from the late Albert A. Benson 
who had made his home with the James Howey family, was 
dedicated by Rev. Harvey Howey, Toronto, and accepted 
on behalf of the Massie Church by Alexander McPherson. 

1 
I 

Massie Sunday School Class - circa 1900 
Back row, left to right - Mae Taylor, Lizzie Laverty, Jessie Howey 
Front row, left to right - Margaret Laird, Mabel Marquis, Edna Howey, 
Effee Ceaser 
Courtesy of Mass ie Women's Insti tute , Twccdsmu ir History 

Special services were held to mark the 50th, 60th and 75th 
anniversaries. One was also held in June, 1975, to mark fifty 
years of church union. 

Hydro was installed in the church in I 948, and in 1957 
an oil furnace and toilet were installed. 

Massie children attended Sunday School at Thos. Ander
son's home on Lot 1 Concession 5 Sydenham, previous to 
1863. Matthew Ramage was Superintendent. Attending from 
Massie were McEacherns, McKessocks, Ramages, Prices, 
Morrisons, Andersons, and Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Taylor. A 
Neelands' class is reported in 1868 with a membership of 
thirteen. By 1876 there were two classes with sixty-eight 
members, leaders being James Hewitt and Francis Waiker. 
Sunday School continued through the years with the follow
ing Superintendents: 

Daniel Taylor 
Samuel Burchill 
John McEwen 
J. Nelson Perd ue 
Jo hn Neelands 
Erwin P. Hamill 
Geo . Shou ldice 
Alexander McPherson 
Wm. Suth erland 
Stanley Norton 
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Albert Rice 
Percy Ham ill 
Connie McMullen 
Mrs. W . M. Morrow 
Thos. George 
W. Geo. Sutherland 

John Norton 
Clarence McPherson 
Carman Hamill 
Mrs. Harold Martin 

At time of writing, Sunday School is inactive. 

In 1904 Mrs. Henry Winter was in charge of the Cradle 
Roll. 

A Mission Band was organized in September 1932, with 
Mrs. Arnold Ceaser as first leader. This group disbanded 
in 1939. In 1951 the Shady Brook Mission Band was organiz
ed with Mrs . William M. Morrow as leader, followed by 
Mrs. Carman Hamill 1953-55, Mrs. James Tribble 1955-56, 
Mrs. W. George Sutherland 1956-59 and Mrs . Jack Norton 
1959-62. At this time all Mission Bands in the United Church 
were re-organized and became "Explorers." 

The first youth group recorded was the Epworth League 
which charter is dated 1889. Minutes recorded in the 
secretary's book state that one year Rev. Beynon presided 
for the election of officers who were: 

President - J. Neelands 
1 st vice president - J. Kirk 
2nd vice president - R. G. Hamill 
3rd vice president - L. Laverty 
4th vice president - J. Nelson Perdue 

Listed are 22 active membes and 21 associate members. 
This group later became the Young People's Society. In 1953 
with changing times, it ceased to function. 

On March 17, 1961 a Hi- group was organized with Mrs. 
C. Hamill as Counsellor. This group met for several years. 
Joseph Bruno was the second Counsellor, then the group 
disbanded and merged with Chatsworth. 

There was a Ladies' Aid when the present church was built 
in 1895 and this group contributed one hundred dollars to 
the building fund. 

On June 14, 1921, a Women's Missionary Society was 
organized with: 

President - Mrs. Phelps McNabb 
Vice President - Mrs. William M. Sutherland 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Harvey Taylor 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Erwin Hamill 
Treasurer - Mrs. Robert (Alice) Ceaser 

The Ladies' Aid had been disbanded during the interven
ing years but was re-organized under the name of Women 's 
Association on December 12, 1929, by Rev. Sidney Mar
tin. Elected were President - Mrs. William Rice, Secretary 
- Mrs. Angus McLeod, Treasurer - Mrs . Arnold Ceaser. 
It worked with the Women's Missionary Society until the 
latter group disbanded. The Women's Association continued 
until the formation of the United Church Women on 
January I, 1962. Membership includes all women of the 
United Church. 

First officers were: 
President - Mrs. George Rice with 
Mrs. Clarence McPherson 
Secretary - Mary Love 
Treasurer - Mrs. Beynon Perdue 

Officers for 1982 were: 
President - Mrs. Carman Ham ill 
Secretary - Mrs. W. George Sutherland 
Treasurer - Mrs. Melville D. Taylor 



It 
I 

17 

Coun l.'"i} ot' t\ l rs. \\' . h'. crr 
Massie Sunday School Bible Class, June 1897 

Back row, lef1 to righl - ------, ------, ------, Jno . eelands, James Partridge 
Cenlre row - J . N. Perdue, ------, Mrs. J. N. Perdue,------ ,----- Foster, Jno. Kirk Front row - W. M. Foster 
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Music has alwys been an imporant part of the life of the 
church. Records are not available, but among the early choir 
leaders were Ben Partridge and Michael Howey. A tuning 
fork was used to procure the correct notes as no organ or 
piano was allowed in the early church. Finally an organ was 
purchased, and in the I 930's a piano. 

Many times the Massie choir sang at other churches, an
niversaries, garden parties, concerts, etc. When Mrs . Mance) 
Hewitt was choir leader, the choir participated in the Grey 
County Music Festival. During the years the following have 
served as organist or pianist and choir leader: Miss Margaret 
Neelands, daughter of Andrew and Deborah Neelands was 
the first organist. Others not necessarily in correct order have 
been: 

Mance) Hewitt 
Mrs. Ernest (Vilette Hewitt) McKibbon 
Mrs. Wm. (Isabel McKessock) Laird 
Mrs. Wilfred (Mabel Hamill) McKay 
Mrs. James (Gertie Hamill) Dixon 
Mrs. Angus (Charlotte Rice) McLeod 
Mrs. Alexander (Laura Shouldice) McKessock 
Mrs. Stanley (Cassie Mustard) Norton 
Mrs. Mance) (Mary Ewing) Hewitt 
Marion Martin 
Mrs. Percy (Isabelle McPherson) Hamill 
Mrs. Horace (Connie McMullen) Braden 

Brian Rice 
Mrs . Jarvis (Florence Howey) Smith 
Mrs. Robert (Jean Howey) Perdue 
Mrs . Donald (Beth McPherson) Boyes 
Mrs. Paul (Leone McPherson) Diebel 
Mrs. Douglas (Doreen Hamill) Bannister 
Mrs. Carman (Ruth Shier) Hamill 
Mrs. Ray (Margaret Sutherland) Hunt 
Edward C. Neelands 

MINISTERS SERVING MASSIE CHURCH 

Under the Owen Sound Mission: 
Rev . Samuel Fear 1853 - 1855 Rev. Wm . Nort on 
Rev. John L. Kerr 1857 Rev. John Neela nds 
Rev . Alexander R. Campbelll858 (of Artemesia charge) 
Rev. George Jacques 1860 - 1861 Rev. P . D. Wills 

Under Walter's Falls Mission: 
Rev. Isaac Baker 1869 - 1870 (assisted by Nathan Austin) 
and 1870 - 1871 (assisted by W. M. Bielby) 
Rev. Wm . Tucker 1872 - 1875 (assisted by John Hart) 

1862 - 1864 
1865 - 1867 

1868 

Massie listed as a branch of the Chatsworth Mission 
1876 - 1878: 
Sidney F. Depew 1876 (assisted by T . Legate) 
and 1877 (assisted by John Power) 
Thomas R. Reid 1878 - 1880 (assisted by William T. Hicks) 
Charles V. Lake 1881 - 1882 
Rev. Jo hn Hart 1883 
Rev. David Perry 1884 - 1885 
Rev. Jo hn Hart 1886 

Massie charge included Bognor 1908 - 1914: 
1887 - 1907: 
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Rev. Alexander Thibaudeau 1887 
George Hartley 1888 - 1889 
Rev. Jno. Pepper B.A. 1890 - 1893 
Rev. Robert J . Husband 1894 - 1895 
Rev. R. B. Beynon B.A . 1896 - 1898 
Rev. William H . Learoyd 1899 - 190 1 
Rev . John J . Ferguson 

B.A. B.D. 
Rev. Thomas Leonard 
Rev. Henry Berry 
Rev. Alexander Richard 

1902 
1903 
1904 - 1906 
1907 

Massey charge included Bognor 1908 - 1914: 
Rev. Al fred Atton 
Rev . Harold E. Wellwood 

B.A. B.D. 
Rev . J. Laugh land 
Rev. F. J . Vowels 
Rev. Merritt 0 . Price 

1908 

1909 
19 10 - 19 11 
19 11 - 19 12 
19 12 - 191 4 

At this time Massie joined Chatsworth charge: 
Rev. Alfred E. Owen 

B.A. 
Rev. Chas. B. Jeffrey 
Rev. Howard H. Eaton 
Rev. Jo hn F. G . Morris 
Rev. Sidney Martin M .A . 
Rev. Crossley K. Krug 

B.A . B.D. 
Rev. Alexander Rint oul 
Rev. George E. Coul ter 
Rev. D. A. McKerracher 
Rev . L. Stanley Paisley 
Dr. Edward E. Kent 

B.A . Th .D. 
Stewart Smith (student) 
Rev. Russell Finley 
Lorne Creighton (West Hill 
Secondary School teacher) 
and Don Francis (Owen 
Sound Collegiate and voca-

1914 - 191 5 
1916 - 19 19 
1920 - 1922 
1923 - 1925 
1925 - 1933 

1933 - 1936 
1936 - 1941 
1941 - 1945 
1945 - 1949 
1949 - 1955 

1955 - 1960 
1960 - 1961 
1961 - 1964 

tional Institute teacher) 1964 - 1965 
Rev. Frank A . Hobbs 1965 - 1970 
Rev . Clyde G. Westhaver 

B.A. 1970 - 1973 
Rev. Wayne Lovely 1973 - 1974 

(pulpit supplied) ordained 
pulpit suppl y (April - Jul y) 1974 
became minister of charge 1974 - 1977 
Rev. Cecil Herran-Venables 1977 - 1983 

MOUNT ZION METHODIST CHURCH 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Williams and family settled on Con

cession I Lots 13 & 14 west of the Toronto Sydenham Road 
in 1850. Both were teachers. As well as teaching in public 
schools, they were dedicated Methodists. When their Sun
day Study classes became too large for the Williams' home, 
classes were held in other homes. Those people attending 
were not all Methodists, but that did not matter, for all 
needed God's grace and strength. 

Rev. Mr. Baskerville and other preachers ministered from 
home to home . Often they slept at night on the floor of the 
settler's cabin wrapped in a quilt in close proximity to the 
warm hearth. These sacrifices were not in vain, as within 
two years, five new classes were started. It was then decided 
that the "Circuit" be divided, with the new "Holland Circuit" 
requesting the apointment of a preacher whose support they 
would undertake. In 1858 a Jog chapel was erected on 
Holland's 20th Sideroad. The land for the Chapel and 
graveyard was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Williscroft and 
named Mount Zion. It was located on a small hill overlook
ing the country round about. 



Rev. James Geddies and Brother James McGuire were 
dedicated leaders in the faith. 

After 20 years of use, the Mount Zion Chapel needed ex
tensive repairs. By this time the population of "Williamsford 
Station", later named Holland Centre, had grown. It was 
decided more ·would be served by building in the -village. 
Alfred Williams was the carpenter who headed the building 
of the new frame building on 30 Sideroad in the village. 

The new church opened in 1881 and was used until 1905 
when a larger brick church was built on the east side of No. 
10 Highway, also in the village. The cemetery is still used 
and well maintained to commemorate those who are buried 
there that their faithfulness and efforts are not forgotten. 

Mount Zion Cemetery land donated in 1858 by Mr. and Mrs. Williscroft, 
on sideroad 20, E.T.S.R. 
Courtesy of A. N. Clarke 

Two of the earliest burials in Mount Zion were Wm. Arthur Williams age 
I year and 30 days. Died June 13, 1863. 

Joshua Earls son of Elias and Louisa age 18 months. Died May 1866. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Elma Rosenburg 

SHILOH METHODIST CHURCH 
In 1908 those contributing to the Methodist Church were: 

John McAuley Jas Mccomb R. W. Crane 
George J. Cook T. Bentham R. Green 
A. McEwen Wm. Campbell Thos. McComb 
Mrs. Fawell George Campbell S. Woods 
Mrs. John Tribble Thomas Green Wm. Davis 
E. A. McAuley Jas McAuley C. McAuley 
John Maxwell Laura McComb 

The minister lived in Chatsworth and had charge of ser
vices in Chatsworth, Shiloh and Salem. Also, there were 
local preachers who sometimes took the service. Some of 
these were: E.O. Merriam, Thomas Jordison and Samuel 
Hemstock. 

Total receipts for the year were $151.06. The minister was 
Rev. H.E. Welloood B.A., B. D. Other ministers who 
followed were; Rev. E. Ryerson Young B. A., and Rev. A.E. 
Owen B.A. 

A quote from the 1912-13 Report of the Church reads: 
"Spiritual matters prominent, finances in the background 
and yet these well supported. Our aims ought to be to 
minister to the life of the world about us. We need to 
spiritualize its social life, Christianize its business life, arouse 
men from indifference to religion and enthrone Christ in 
our communities. Laws, education and enviroment without 
the renewing power of Christ, will in the long run, fail to 
keep men." 

The church was closed about 1916. 

In 1910 the Sunday School was reorganized under the 
leadership of George J. Cook, who continued as superinten
dent until about 1925 when Sunday School was closed at 
Shiloh. 

Shiloh Cemetery 1892 
Councsy of A. . Clar~c 



Shiloh Sunday School 1920 
Front row - Stewart Irvine, Norman Saulter, .... Brannigan, Sandy Irvine, Nelson Irvine 
Middle row - Evelyn Sproat, ...... , Blanche Lee, Reta Saulter, William Irvine . 
Back row_ Eliza Cook, Reuben Campbell, Lillian Saulter, Maurice Saulter,•····· , Stanley Irvine , Ethel Cook, Elgin Cook, George Cook, Supermten• 
dent , laken in front of Shiloh Church door 
Courtesy or Mi ss Ethel Coo i... 

On May I , 1929, the trustees met to consider tenders for 
the sale of the church and shed . Those present were: 
Thomas McCau ley 
Elgin Cook 

J . McCauley 
Thomas McComb 

George Cook 
Nelson Perdue 

Lorne Crane 

William Heimbecker bought the church for $80.00, and 
Chris Bluhm purchased the shed for $35.00. Money from 
the sale was to be put into the Victoria and Grey Trust and 
Savings under the heading of Shiloh Cemetery Trust Fund. 
The money was to be used for the up-keep of the cemetery. 
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Early records of the Shiloh cemetery are unavailable. 
This is a copy of part of the deed of Shiloh Cemetery: 
"To be registered persuant of the statement of such 
as made and provided of and Indenture or Bargain and 
sale - made the twelfth day of October in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty
three by and between A lexander McAuley of the 
Township of Holland and County of Waterloo, 
District of Wellington, Province of Canada, yeoman 
of the first part and Ellener McAuley wife of party 
of first part - second part James Cathrae, yeoman, 
Alexander McCauley, yeoman, John McCauley, 
yeoman." 

In 1960 a bee was held. The cemetery stones were 
straightened and the ground was levelled. About an acre of 
land was donated by Thomas McCauley for enlarging the 
cemetery. 

In 1961 it was decided to have a Memorial Service the first 
Sunday in July with Rev. R. Finley an·d Rev. H. Nugent con
ducting the service. Since then a service has been held each 
year at the cemetery. 

TENT MEETINGS 
For several summers, from 1930-35, Mr. Bob Lee organized 

revival Tent Meetings which were held in a large tent in what 
is now Russe ll Walker's front field across from Bud 
McComb's. Rev. True, who stayed at the home of Henry 
Nuhn, conducted these meetings. There were generally large 
crowds in attendance; young people in particular were at
tracted to this form of service. Rev. True also conducted 
tent meetings in Williamsford. 



WALTER'S FALLS UNITED CHURCH 

The name Walter' Falls fir t appear in 1860 in the Mi -
sionary Reports of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. In that 
year the Owen Sound Mi ion wa divided , and Holland
Sullivan Mission came into being, Walter's Falls being part 
of it. As reported in the Christian Guardian, "The most of 
the people are poor as to the things of thi world, but rich 
in faith and heirs of the Kingdom ." In 1864 the Walter' 
Fall Mission wa et up with four other branches in north
west Grey County. In 1879 Walter's Falls apparently became 
self- upporting for its name then disappears from the list 
of Mi ion Station . 

Henry Smith wa a follower of the famou Anson Green 
who was called to Bloomfield in the Bay of Quinte Con
ference. In 1844 Henry Smith settled on a farm in St. Vin
cent Township, and in 1856 they built a tore in Walter ' 
Fall . In 1865-66 the first church was built and dedicated 
on land owned by Henry Smith. This building is now part 
of the home owned by Mr . & Mrs. Ray Caswell. The first 
parsonage was built about 1878. The last minister to live 
in that parsonage wa the Rev. John Pepper, known for his 
herd of goat which never tayed at home. 

A new Methodist Church was built in 1880 on land owned 
by Philip Walter . It was decided to build it of brick rather 
than stone. Sixty- even loads of brick cost $194.30. George 
Ptolmey who owned a steam powered awmill donated the 
timbers for the new church. The following names composed 
the first Board of Trustees: James Walter, William Speck, 
George Steadman, Henry Smith, William Dayman, Duncan 
McLellan and Thomas Barker . 

Heat for the Church was supplied by two large box stove 
in the basement. These were replaced by a furnace in 1952. 
In 1932 hydro was installed and about 1940 the entrance to 
the Church was changed to permit funerals. In 1885 the pre
sent parsonage was built on a lot beside the Church pur
cha ed from Mrs. Philip Walter for fifty dollars. The first 
mini ter of the new Church was Rev . Charle E. Perry. A 
an anniversary, a tea meeting was held on Monday evening 
December 26, 1881 , Mrs. Thoma Barker being the main 
organizer. For many years after that the Christma tea 
meeting was an annual event, always held on Christmas 
night in the Church basement; admission wa .25<1'.. After
ward a concert of local talent was held up tair in the 
Church. 

Regular prayer meetings were held in the early ch urch. 
Sunday School ha always been an important aspect, and 
for many years there was a Bible Class with Henry Bonnell 
the first known teacher. Here i a quote from the minute 
of the Board of Trustees of July 23rd. 1900. "Resolved that 
on the second Tuesday of August we hold a ga rden party 
on the parsonage ground for the purpose of raising the 
$30.00 levied on this appointment for the parsonage fur
nishings admi ion . 15<1'.." 

The work of the women of the church ha been an in
valuable contribution . The Ladies' Aid wa organized in 
1907, its first pre ident being Mr . Richard Olm tead. Finan
cial a i tance wa given to the tipend, and decorating of 
the church and manse. A complete set of di hes imported 
from ngland wa given to be u ed for church suppers and 
tea . The turkey supper following Thanksgiving has become 
an annual event, and a mean of raising money for the 
church. In 1925 union between the Methodist and 
Pre byterian hurches came into effect and the United 
Church of Canada resulted. The name Ladies Aid was 
changed to Women's Association, and in January 1962 this 
wa changed to the "United Church Women." 

Mi Alice Barker and Mi Freda Proud were two of the 
earliest organi ts. Miss Frederica Abercrombie (Mrs. Russell 
Speck) was organist and choir leader for nearly fifty year . 
Mr . K. Tanner wa pianist of the church from 1965 to 1973. 
The present piani t is Mrs. William Long a isted by Mr . 
Lawrence Sparling. Mr. Jame Ward played the violin at ser
vices in the I 920's, and a youth choir with drums, guitar 
and violin, under the direction of Rev. Kenneth Tanner, pro
vided music in the late 1960' and early I 970's. 

Jn the young church two weddings were held ; Lily Taylor 
became Mrs. Loney and in 1912 Lettie Shepherdson and 
Frank Reid spoke their marriage vows. In the early church 
the organization for young people was known as the Ep
worth League of the Methodi t Church, their motto: "Look 
up, lift up, for Chri t and the Church." Later it was named 
"Young People' Union." In 1925 and 1926 the mini ter' 
wife, Mrs. Bainborough, wa leader of a group known a 
Canadian Girl in Training. During her stay in Walter' Fall 
Mr . Kenneth Tanner was head of the Explorers group. At 
different intervals the Boy Scout held their meetings in the 
church basement. 

The Church celebrated it 50th. anniversary in 1930, Rev . 
Jame Lowrie wa the resident minister. On May 19th, 1940, 
the 60th. anniversary was celebrated, when the full effect 
of the World War 2 was just beginning to be felt, and in 
1980 the 100th . anniversary wa celebrated. 

In I 963 amalgamation of the Walter' Fall charge of the 
United Church resulted in the closing of four churche : 
White's in St. Vincent Township, Ebenezer in Euphrasia, 
Knox Holland in Holland Town hip and Bognar in Sydenham 
Town hip. On July I, 1963, Walter's Fall wa combined 
with Temple Hill Church. St Paul's, Sydenham Township 
was closed in I 973. 
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Among the men from Walter's Falls who entered into 
the ministry were: Norman King who attended Walter's Falls 
Methodist Church, studied to be a minister and was ordained 
while residing in Walter's Falls; Rev. Walter King attended 
this church in his youth and was ordained after moving from 
here; Rev . James Cullen moved to Walter's Falls with his 
parents in I 950; he was ordained into the United Church 
in 1972; The Rev. Hope Jackson was the first ordained lady 
minister to serve in this church, and indeed in this area. 

By 1917 the Methodist Hymn and Tune Book was the of
ficial Hymn Book of the Methodist Church. By September 
1930 the Hymnary provided the United Church with a Book 
of Common Praise. The Hymn Book of the Anglican 
Church of Canada and the United Church of Canada was 
issued in February 1971. The small hymn books were pur
chased and dedicated in 1975 , and the large hymn books 
in 1976. 

The banner to commemorate the 50th. anniversary of the 
founding of the United Church of Canada was hooked by 
Mrs. Gordon Manning. Five deciduous trees were planted 
on the church grounds to recognize this special year. The 
Historical Plaque of the churches, constituting the amal
gamated charges of Walter's Falls and Temple Hill, was 
designed by Gregg Murray. It was unveiled by Mrs. Russell 
Speck at the anniversary service in May I 975. 

In 1966 the church was redecorated and a curtain placed 
across the front. James Cullen at this time gave a birds eye 
mapie cross which he had hand carved, for the front of the 
church. Other gifts and legacies to this church have been 
considerable. The pulpit and chair were purchased from the 
legacy of the Frank Olmstead estate. The piano in the sanc
tuary was given by Rev . S.H. Soper who was minister from 
I 952 - 1958. The pulpit Bible was given by Mr. Morris Ren
nie in loving memory of his mother, Mrs . Hugh Rennie. 
The picture of Christ in the sanctuary was given by Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Menary. Mrs. Margaret McElrea bestowed a 
gift of linen and four si lver candle holders from England, 
her native land. 

United Church, Walters Falls 1982 
Courtesy or A. _ Clarke 
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The communion table and pulpit drapes were given by 
Mrs. Irene Marshall in loving memory of her husband 
Erling. A bequest of $2,000.00 for the maintenance of the 
church was a gift of Mrs. Jessie Ballard . The hymn book 
used by the pianist was given by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Martin in memory of Raeburn Weaver and William Weaver. 
The picture of Christ, and the chairs in the Sunday School 
rooms were given by St. Paul's Church Sydenham. The 
piano in the Sunday School was given by the congregation 
of Ebenezer when their church was closed. The two organs 
that have been used in the church formerly belonged to Mrs. 
Deleree and Mrs. Wm. Shepherdson. The Welcome Banner 
commemorating the 100th. anniversary of the church was 
made by Mrs. Russell Young, Mrs. Roy Murray and the 
Sunday School adherents. 

THE CEMETERY 
In December I 904, the parcel of land for the Methodist 

Cemetery was bought from Richard Olmstead . In 1938 many 
improvements were made to enhance the beauty of the 
resting place of our pioneers. This was done under the direc
tions of the trustees namely: Russel Dixon, Erling Marshall 
and Samuel Saunders. In 1973 the present fence was erected. 
In 1980 a metal name bracket was erected to the front fence, 
adding dignity to the United Church Memorial Grounds. 
The grave of Henry Smith, who brought Methodism to 
Walter's Falls, can be easily found in this well kept cemetery. 

The black moriah or hearse used 1900 - 1930, owned by Mr. F. Boldt, of 
Williamsford. 
Courtesy of John Armstrong 



FREE METHODIST CHURCH 
· WILLIAMSFORD 

Rev . F. Meyers and Rev . Holzman were the pioneer 
ministers of the Evangelical Church which was part of the 
Canada Conference of the American Church with head
quarters in the United States. 

In 1881 the church lot was purchased, in trust, by trustees 
Ernst Lueben of Sullivan Township, and Michael Hiesler 
and Daniel Perchbacker of Williamsford. The lot was 
bought from Charles and Augusta Krause. 

The first services in summer, weather permitting, were held 
in a grove east of Williamsford. When fall came, a shanty 
was erected to protect the worshippers from the elements. 
When winter came, that was inadequate. Service was held 
in the morning in the Presbyterian Church until the church 
was built in 1882. Most of the work and material were 
donated for the bulding of the church. 

Elmwood and Chesley were the sister churches . The 
Williamsford congregation was served by the minister from 
either church. 

In 1930 for the sum of $150.00, the church was sold to 
Albert Krause, John Eckel and George Jackson, all 
members, who sold it to the Gospel Workers Church in 
Canada. In 1932 Albert Krause donated the lights. 

The church remained a Gospel Workers Church for 25 
years. In 1957 it was sold to the Free Methodist Church of 
Canada. The members painted the interior and put in a new 
floor. Mr. and Mrs. Cam Elliot donated three chairs, a 
pulpit, communion table, and two plant stands. The latest 
renovation included enclosing the balcony. 

Ministers of the Evangelical Church Gospel Workers 
Free Methodist 

1881 - before the c hurch was built - J. Meyer and H . Holtzman 
1882 - 1884 William Schwandt & F. S. Spies 
1885 - 1889G. F. Schwartz and A. T. Hoist 
1890 - 1892 M. Maurer and M . H. Clemens 
1893 - 1895 J . T. Hauch and D. R. Eridt 
1896 - 1897 R. Dierlamn 
1898 - 1900G. F. Braun 
1901 - 1902W. J . Zimmerman 
1903 - 1904 J. H. Holtzman 
1905 - 1906A. C. Geiger 
1907 - J .M. Zuerigg 
1908 - 1909 H . J . Holtzman 
1910 - W. S. Henrick 
1911 - 1912 W. L. Dreier 
1913 - R. W . Geiger 
1914 - 1916 A. E. Pletch 
J917 - 19190. G. Hallman 
1920 - J . W. Hammet 
1921 - 1922 H. B. Jackson 
1923 - 1924 W. H . Campbell 
1925 - 1931 F. Meyer 
1931 - the church changed from 

Evangelical to Gospel Workers of 
Canada 

1931 - 1935 Francis Showell and Miss Bertha 
McCauslan 

1936 - James True 
1936 - 1940 Albert Mills 
1940 - 1946 Frank Dian 
1946 - 1948 Christopher McNicol 
1948 - 1950Albert Muir 
1951 - 1951 J . H. Leonard 
1951 - 1953 Cecil elson 

1953 - 1956 Harold Stewart 
1956 - 1958 L. Higgi nson 
1957 - The gospel Workers changed to 

Free Met hod ist 
1958 - 1961 R. L. Gordon 
1962 - 1964 Lloyd Mino 
1964 - 1968 James Carne 
1968 - 1970 Wm . Anderson and Peter Harris 
1970 - 1972 Dennis Anderson 
1972 - 1973 Under the Superintendant 
1974 - 1975 David Howick 
1976 - 1978 Under the Superintendant 
1979 - 19 Peter Lanigan 

Church built in 1882 by Evangelical members, Williamsford 
Courtesy of A. N. Clarke 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WILLIAMSFORD 

In 1850, John Buchanan donated a Lot on the South-West 
corner of his farm, Lot 17 Concession 1, East Garafraxa 
Road, to build a Presbyterian Church. The first church was 
erected of logs. In 1851 the first elders were installed, and 
the first communion was celebrated December 14, 1851. In 
1866 the log church was demolished and a frame church 
built. 

James McLauchlan, an early resident of Williamsford and 
by this time an Owen Sound businessman, was a generous 
contributor towards building the second church. Rev. 
McDermitt and Rev. James Cameron were the first ministers. 

Mrs. Cameron organized the first Sunday School, held 
only in the summer. Miss Donald and Miss Quinn later took 
the leadership and arranged for Sunday School to be held 
all year. Miss Quinn later went to China to serve as a 
missionary. 

August 29, 1896 was a very special day in the Presbyterian 
Church, when Thomas J. Elliot and Mary Eckel were united 
in marriage, the first couple to take their vows in the church. 

The church was always joined with either the Chatsworth 
or the Dornoch charge, and in 1925, Dornoch, Chatsworth 
and Williamsford became a three-point charge, and remained, 
until the closing of the Williams ford church in 1967. At this 
time some of the members went to the Dornoch church and 
those living nearer Chatsworth church went there. 
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Presbyterian Church Williamsford 
First church built 1850, replaced 1866, sold 1969. 

Courtcs> or Mrs. Ann ~1cComb 

In 1930 a manse was bought in Chats worth for $3,100.00 
and the Dornoch manse built in 1877 was sold in 1931, and 
after more than l 00 years is still used as a residence. 

The ministers of the church from 1911 were; 
1911 - 1913, Rev . N. Stevenson 1936 - 1940, Rev . S. M . Gordon 
1913 - 191 8, Rev. T . W. Mills 1940 - 1950, Rev . Robert Duncanson 
1918 - 1924, Rev. D. Sellars 195 1 - 1953, Rev . W . I. C low 
1925 · 1929, Rev. W. A . MacWilliam 1954 - 1957, Rev. L. L. Wynne 
1930 - 1934, Rev. J. R. Greig 1957 - 1959, Rev. John J. Jennings 
1934 - 1936, Rev. M. E . Bourdreau 1959 - 1967, Rev. Hugh Nugent 

Rev. Gordon served as a teaching missionary in China 
for 15 years . While there he married Miss Jessie Winchester, 
also a missionary alongside her parents. Rev. and Mrs. Dun
canson also served as missionaries in China. The political 
situation there caused the return of both the Gordons and 
Duncansons to America. 

Some of the organists were: Jessie McIntosh, Verna Ait
cheson, Stella Davidson. and Mrs . Elsie Noble . 

The untiring efforts of the Ladies' Aid and the Women's 
Missionary Society did much to support the upkeep and pro
gress of the church. 

Arnott W.I. 1930 
Fron/ Ro w: Mary Lee, Mrs. Cecil Weeden and Hazel, Mrs. Bruce Elder, 
Annabelle Ceaser, Mrs . Russell Galbraith . 
Back Row: Mrs. John Fraser, Mrs. Chester Jackson, Mrs. J.T . Mcinnis, 
Mrs. G.E. Mcinnis , Mrs. Roy Richardson, Mrs. Jim Ceaser, Mrs. Phil 
McKay, Mrs. Dick Wheildon, Mrs. Jack Baird, Mrs. Walter Wheildon 
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Interior Presbyterian Church Williamsford at the turn of the century 
Courtesy o r John Armstrong 

THE HEN THAT WENT TO CHURCH 

On a pleasant summer Sunday in the horse and buggy 
days , Jessie and Gordon McIntosh harnessed their horse, 
hitched it to the buggy and drove three and a half miles to 
the Presbyterian Church in Williamsford. When they were 
getting out of the buggy they noticed in the folds of the 
buggy top, a hen. The top had been left down from a 
previous trip, which was customary in nice weather. The 
McIntosh: decided to leave the hen where she was sitting, 
and went mto the church service. The hen was waiting for 
them when they came out, and rode home in the same spot 
she rode to church. The Mclntoshs frequently checked the 
buggy top, and several days later found the hen was a proud 
mother of a bunch of fluffy chicks. In this vicinity she was 
the only hen known to make a trip to church. 

-
Arnott store after it was moved down the hill to the highway. 
Ernie Goodfellow, Ken Wheildon, Francis Wheildon, Dick Wheildon , Eva 
Goodfellow, Jim , a visitor from England, Mrs. Goodfellow and Mrs. 
1-lowlelt 
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ST. STANISLA US 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CEMETERY 

For approximately eight acres of land donated by Stephen 
H. Breese, the deed for St. Stanislaus Cemetery was obtained 
on June 10, -1853. The cemetery is located just north of 
Chatsworth on No. 6 & 10 Highway. Until 1900, parishioners 
from St. Mary's Church in Owen Sound, as well as those 
from Chatsworth and area, were buried in St. Stanislaus or 
at the Irish Block Cemetery. 

In the early 1900's the cemetery land next to the highway 
was rough and in need of attention. The members of the 
congregation brought their teams and plows and harrows, 
and after removing the monuments, levelled the ground 
making it look much more attractive. However, this resulted 
in it being impossible to tell accurately where the different 
plots were located. One lady, Mrs. White, did not wish her 
stone removed and she levelled her plot with a rake. This 
stone now stands quite alone. 

A fine white cross made from a pine tree from Ham 
Robson's farm was erected, but the woodpeckers would not 
leave it alone and it had to be removed. 

Plots in this cemetery are sold by the Rectory . 

St. Stanislaus Roman Catholic Cemetery 1982 
Councsy of Jane McCoy 

St. Stanislaus Roman Catholic Church, Chatsworth 
Courtesy of A . N. Clarke 

BURIAL GROUND 
BECOMES PART OF HIGHWAY 

Mr. and Mrs. Blatchford lived on part 1 of Lot 24 and 
part 2 of Lot 23, Concession 1, East of the Garafraxa Road. 
In 1872 Mr. Blatchford helped build the school known as 
U. S. S. No. 4, Holland and Sullivan. The bricks used in 
building the school were made on the Blatchford farm. 
When the Blatchfords died they were laid to rest on the 
north-west corner of the property. A son was also buried 
there. A tombstone with their names on it was placed on 
the graves to preserve their burial ground. 

When the highway was surveyed and widened in 1964 the 
Blatchford graves were included, and are now on highway 
property. The tombstone is no longer in place, and only 
those who know where the graves are can point to the spot 
beside the busy Number 6 Highway . 
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Mount Pleasant Cemetery, 1982 
CourtC1i) of A. N. Clarle 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY 
On number 10 highway midway between Berkeley and 

Markdale is a large hill with a pioneer cemetery on top. It 
is named Mount Pleasant. 

In pioneer days, before Markdale or Berkeley existed, 
Mount Pleasant was a thriving little centre, boasting a tan
nery , a store, a hotel, and a cobbler shop. As early as 1852, 
there was a log school in the Mount Pleasant Cemetery; the 
present structure, popularly known as "Seventy School", 
taking its place in 1874. Post offices were established both 
in Markdale and in Berkeley at the same time in 1852. 

When the highway was widened during 1935 and 1937 and 
during the excavation of the Mount Pleasant hill, the 
cemetery started shifting down the embankment. Passersby 
can sti ll observe a wall which was built to secure the graves 
at the top of the hill. 

The workmanship was done by Robert Kennedy, who 
learned the mason trade in Ireland. 

The wall is a landmark of almost 50 years and has remained 
in almost perfect condition . 
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Relaining Wall on Highway No. 10, 1.5 miles soulh of Berkeley al Mounl 
Pleasanl Cemelery 
Coun c,y or A. . Clar t.. c 

Stone in Mount Pleasant Cemetary 
Courie,) or . . Clad,c 



Massie Choir Easter Sunday, March 29, 1959 
From /efl lo righ1 - Jim Hamill, violinist; Bclh McPherson, pianisl; Leone McPherso n, Shirley Kirk, Joyce Purvis, Mary Love, Patricia Neelands, 
Roseanne Campbell, Diane Ca mpbell, Belly Lou Sutherland, Doreen Hamill , Judy Purvis, Susan Nullall 

Counesy of Rob1. Lewis 

Presbyterian Manse at Dornoch 
Built in 1877 on land donated by lhe Smith family. II was used unlil 1925. 
Photo taken 1982. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Elma Rosenburg 

Rev. and Mrs. T. E. Meldrum 
pastor al Strathaven Baptist Church 1907 - 1910, Daughter Lois 
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Chatsworth Public School 
(U .S.S. #1, Holland, Sullivan & Chatsworth) 

Courh.'"iY or Mr"i. Joh n Armstrong 

S.S. #1, Holland, Hogg's School 1982 
Court c1,y of Jane M cCoy 

Councsy of Mrs. Rita Armstrong 
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S.S. #2, Holland, McBride's School 1982 
Court t:"'Y or E. Rmcnburg 

U.S.S. #1, Holland and Euphrasia Townships 
(Walters Falls school) 

From, left 10 righl - Woodrow Cook, Albert Menary, Jack Lemon, Grace 
Dixon, Hilda Long, Jim Hanna and Ivan Jerry 
Courtesy of Margaret Quinton 

S.S. #3 , Holland , Moggie School 1952 
Courtc,y of Pearl \ \ ' heildon 



The Path that Led to School 
In the beginning schools were non-existent. If a mother 

could read and write, she might undertake the teaching of 
her own children at the kitchen table using whatever books 
the family brought with them. Sometimes one mother would 
gather a group of neighbouring children and teach them on 
an irregular basis when farm work was not too pressing for 
either the parent or the children. 

In 1816 the Common School Act encouraged the estab
lishment of rural schools under the jurisdiction of three 
trustees elected by the community of each school section, 
and provincial grants were offered to assist. Parents joined 
together to build a "school house" and hired a teacher from 
among the few candidates available. Often the trustees ob
tained a teacher in the same fashion that they purchased 
wood, by requesting tenders and accepting the lowest bid
der. Supplies were few, and books confined to whatever the 
child could bring from home. The curriculum was largely 
at the teacher's discretion and according to his ability and 
background, much of it consisting of memorization of pas
sages from the Scriptures or other books. Attendance fees 
were usually required, paid in either cash or supplies such 
as firewood, or in offering board to the teacher. 

In 1846 and 1850 Egerton Ryerson, through the Common 
School Acts of those years, recommended the establishment 
of training schools for teachers , and the standardization of 

text books and programmes of study. Local trustees were 
authorized to raise money by taxation, a practice that was 
strongly opposed by many of the early settlers particularly 
those who had no children at school. 

In November 1854 the Standing Committee on Education 
in the newly-formed Grey County, divided the county into 
three Common School Districts. Holland Township was in 
District #3 under Superintendent William Ferguson . In 1856 
the districts were reorganized into four, and Holland was 
in District #1 under Superintendent Thomas Gordon. 

In 1876 a Provincial Department of Education was 
authorized to draw up regulations for schools, authorize 
textbooks, define courses of study, issue certificates to 
teachers and inspect the schools. After 1870 their control 
of written examinations became a powerful instrument of 
central control. 



U.S.S. No. 2 Holland & Sullivan 

For many years the small, three-man school boards served 
throughout the rural areas. Gradually, however, these small 
schools began to amalgamate into Township areas which, 
it was believed, could deal more efficiently with larger school 
populations. They could buy supplies in more economic 
quantities, establish larger central schools, and hire special
ized personnel to serve all the schools on a regular basis. 
Not everyone was pleased with these mergers, resenting the 
loss of local control as they saw children bused to distant 
schools and taught by teachers hired by remote trustees. 

But continuing mergers were inevitable, and in January, 
1969, the Grey County Board of Education came into being 
to serve the entire county. The Holland-Chatsworth Central 
School was built to accommodate children from all parts 
of the township. For high school, the pupils attend Grey 
Highlands Secondary School in Flesherton, Owen Sound 
Collegiate and Vocational Institute, or West Hill, Owen 
Sound, or Georgian Bay Secondary School in Meaford. 

Teaching took on professional status as Normal Schools 
became Teachers' Colleges and part of the Universities which 
conferred university degrees upon their graduates. Class
rooms opened into larger areas, carpeted and well-lighted, 
with ready access to attractive libraries and audio visual cen
tres. Children at the earliest levels now become acquainted 
with computers and electronic devices that would have as
tounded educators of a generation ago. Graduates of to
day's schools will be citizens of the 21st ··Century, and the 
schools reflect the fact. 

The W.W. Smith Gazetteer and Directory of the County 
of Grey listed the following teachers in Holland Township 
for 1864 (p. 128) 

#5 Fifl) School (circa) 1963 
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THE SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

by Mary Lee Taylor 

When I was young, a long time ago, our school Christmas 
concert was very exciting. For weeks we would be making 
decorations. These were not shiny store-bought balls, but 
strings of popcorn which we had popped on the old wood 
stove in the centre of the classroom, or at home. With a 
large darning needle we would string the popcorn and, with 
our water colours, dab on a bit of red a,nd green paint here 
and there. These ropes were used to decorate our tree, which 
was always donated by a parent. Several days before the con
cert we would trudge to the bush behind the school and cut 
boughs which we fastened all around the windows and across 
the top of the blackboard. These were decorated with more 
popcorn . 

For months before the concert we saved Salada tea 
packages, which were made of foil, (there were no tea bags 
in those days). We cut the foil packages in strips and formed 
circles, attaching each circle to the next circle, making a 
string of shiny circles. These were used on the tree, but not 
on the boughs as we just never had enough foil from the 
tea packages. You couldn't buy a roll of foil the way you 
can today. 
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S.S. No. 6 Holland, 1982 

( ourtc..,~ ol \\ <1ltcr Ha rrll'~ 

Pupils would pester their mothers for old drapes, curtains, 
bathrobes etc., which were always needed to dress Mary, 
Joseph, Angels and Wisemen. We usually had the manger 
scene, and the lucky girl with a doll that looked like a baby 
was chosen to play the part of Mary dressed in sheer cur
tains. Joseph, of course, wore one of the bath robes with 
curtains around his head for a turban. 

We did not have electricity, so several of the boys brought 
coal oil lanterns, which we hung from the ceiling. Anyone 
in the community who had a gas lamp brought it along also. 

After we left the school at 4:00 p.m. the day of the con
cert the teacher, in her best printing, put "Merry Christmas" 
across the top of the blackboard . I well remember being so 
excited I did not want any supper, as I couldn't wait to get 
into my new dress, usually red velvet, and get back to school 
for the concert. 



My father had a team of heavy horses, Clydesdale I guess ~ 

you ca"iled them, with bushy feet. He would hitch them to 
our straw-covered sleigh and Mother would get out all the 
heavy quilts we owned, plus a buffalo skin robe we used 
in the cutter. We would pile onto the sleigh and go from 
neighbour t~ neighbour picking up the people, all the while 
singing Christmas carols. The horses were sometimes weary 
so we would stop for a rest. Quite a bit of pushing and shov
ing went on and you would end up head first in a snow bank. 
It was never too hard to get back on the sleigh as the horses 
moved slowly. I could not do it now I am sure. We had lots 
of music from the sleigh bells. 

My father would unload us all, and the quilts and robes 
at the school, then go to the nearest neighbours to put the 
horses in the stable . Sometimes it was quite a walk back to 
the school. He always wore a coon skin coat which was quite 
heavy, but he needed it later when he played Santa's helper. 

S.S. No. 7 Holland, 
Holland Centre 

Teacher's pet (or so we said) had the very important part 
of opening and closing the curtains for the different 
numbers. The boys always strung a wire from wall to wall 
at the front of the platform and one or two of the girls 
brought sheets from home which we pinned up for curtains. 

Our concert had lots of skits, singing, readings, but best 
of all Santa came at the end with an orange and some candy. 
We had drawn names early in December so everyone received 
a gift. I still remember getting a pink bracelet from a boy 
I did not like at all. His choice of a gift was O.K. so I liked 
him better after that. The teacher was always so lucky as 
she received a gift from each pupil. 

After the concert ended with "God Save the King" every
one scurried for his outside clothes. There were no snowsuits 
like today that zip up quickly, - just lots and lots of but
tons. To cover our legs we had woollen leggings, usually 
hand knitted with a draw-string at the waist to hold them 
on. Our overshoes had metal buckles, but no zippers . Many 
of the boys wore their long rubber boots, straight from the 
barn, so you will understand they did not always smell like 
roses! Anyway, by the time my father walked to the barn 
and brought the horses and sleigh, we were ready to load up. 

Very little singing was done on the trip home, and no 
pushing. Most of us curled up under a quilt and went to 
sleep. 

U.S.S. No. 8 Holland 
& Sydenham, Strathaven 

SCHOOL FAIRS 
School Fairs originated in the period following 1913 and 

were supervised by the Department of Agriculture. They 
were formed to encourage rural school pupils to take an in
terest in gardening, livestock raising, public speaking, music, 
and such subjects on the curriculum as crafts, woodwork
ing, household science, nature study, writing, art, etc. Seeds 
were supplied free of charge by the Department which also 
sent the judges. A fair was held in each township in Sep
tember. 

Holland Township School Fair was first held in 1917, in 
Holland Centre which continued as the site. The parade, 
in which all the schools marched, was a colourful sight, each 
school p-roudly displaying a banner bearing its name and 
number, and each pupil dressed in his school costume. Also, 
each school presented a drill or exercise. Top winners then 
participated in the County Fair held in either Owen Sound, 
Meaford, or Markdale. School Fairs were terminated late 
in the 1930's, partly due to the beginning of the Second 
World War. They had been under the supervision of 
T. Stewart Cooper, who was Agricultural Representative 
from 1920 - 1959, a man greatly interested in the youth of 
the County. 

Mrs. Marion (Stewart) Sutherland, a student of Williams
ford Public School, won the most points at the 1930 Holland 
Township Fair. To earn these points she demonstrated the 
proper method of applying a tourniquet, baking a cake and 
bran muffins, hemstitching a hand towel and nightie, grow
ing vegetables, writing and singing "Little Red Wing". She 
was awarded an engraved silver trophy donated by the 
T. Eaton Co. Ltd., Toronto. 

In 1933 the trophy for the highest number of points at 
the County School Fair held in Owen Sound was won by 
Irene Taylor (Mrs. James Tribble, Massie) of Massie School 
(U.S.S. #11 Holland and Sydenham). As well as exhibits 
entered in the displays, Irene won first prize for her vocal 
solo "The Lass with the Delicate Air", Mrs. Mance! Hewitt 
being her accompanist. 
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· ' S.S. No. 9 Holland, Lily Oak 
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S.S. #1, Holland 1891 
Front row - Robert Webster, Maggie Hogg, Eva Jackson, Sadie Yates, Victor Yates, Maggie Elder, Alice Hill, Anne Galbraith, Sadie Wright, 
Robert Hogg, Mary Bailey, Russell Webster, William Bailey 
2nd row - Dave Bailey, Tena Elder, Gertie Green, Eveline McLean, Janet Campbell, Miss Kate Andrew (teacher), Ethel Galbraith , Tena Frazier, 
Sadie Cook, James Wright, Dave Mathews, Chesther Jackson 
3rd row - Maggie Chisholm, Sara Bailey, Maggie Belle McMurchy, Christena Campbell, Hannah Campbell, Alice Mathews, Ada Green , Lydia 
Galbraith, Sadie Webster 
Back row - Archie Ferguson, Albert Webster, Ed Bailey, James Yates, Dolphus Mathews, Jack Campbell, Herman Love, Dave Frazier, Victor 
Love, Charlie Green, Abe Wright , Jack Hill. 
Court c\y o r Jad Gil by 

S.S. #1, HOLLAND TOWNSHIP 
HOGG'S SCHOOL 

On a small piece of ground, once only five rods square, 
on the 2nd. Concession of the Township of Holland stands 
a brick school house. This building represents S.S. #1 
Holland and is the first school section to be established in 
the township. 

Charles Gilby, who in accordance with the Department 
of Education regulations, prepared a "log" dealing with im
portant facts and statistics arranged in chronological order 
in connection with the section. 

The log states that School Section # l, Holland Township 
was formed and organized in 185 l. The first trustees were 
John Mcinnis Jr., Thomas Willoughby, and William Willis
croft. The piece of land on which the school was erected 
was purchased from George Deavitt of the Township of 
Holland, District of Waterloo, in the Province of Upper 
Canada. Until April 15, 1852, this part of the Province (Der
by, Sydenham, and Holland) was included in the District 
of Waterloo, County of Wellington. The change which 
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brought these townships into the County of Grey was made 
that year. 

The land purchased for the school site cost l pound 2 shill
ings per acre, so that the total cost of the land was about 
$1.25. The deed of the property was registered in Guelph 
at a cost of 10 shillings, atmust half the cost of the land. 

S.S . #1 Holland was the first school house in Holland 
Township. Most of the township was virgin forest. The 
school was a log building hewn from rough timbers. It was 
equipped with rough forms and desks running along each 
wall, and was heated during the winter months by a large 
open fireplace . 

Before the building was erected there had been some 
dispute as to its situation since a building was partially built 
on the farm of James Wray, now occupied by William Rice, 
for school purposes. However, the building was never used 
as a school as it was decided the present site was more 
suitable and more central. This building stood for many 
years being also used for entertainment and religious ser
vices. It was illuminated with candles stuck on the walls. 



The names of some of the pioneers who were directly in
strumental in ~he establishing of this school were: 
Martin Cunningham 
James Baird 
Robert Clarke 
Martin Dowd 
Joseph Edgar 
John Garrett 
James Kirk 
Pa1rick Ma1hews 
Jus1ice Merriam 
Donald McDonald 
Duncan Sinclair 
John Telford 

George Deavitt 
William Chalmers 
Samuel Couller 
John Garrett 
Ja mes Fraser 
Samuel Gunn 
Mr. Lawlor 
Charles Ma1hews 
William Murray 
Hugh McGregor 
Pe1er Sinclair 
Joseph Trough1on 

Alex Cameron 
Thomas Chisholm 
Richard Craven 
Donald Elder 
William Garrell 
Robert Holland 
William Ly1le 
S1ephen Millar 
James Murray 
Pal Russell 
Gilbert Telford 
James Wray 

In his notations opposite these names, the aforementioned 
Mr. Gilby gives information with regard to their marriage 
and in several instances their vocations in life and what 
became of them ultimately. He says; "These are the names 
of those hardy open-handed men who laid the foundation 
of education in this section, who opened and left us a 
heritage of which we are justly proud". He states that at 
that time Sir Edmund Walker Head was Governor General 
of Canada, succeeding Lord Elgin. Mention is made of the 
fact that most of these men had some distinguishing char
acteristic and particular reference is made to three of them 
who were outstanding. 

George Deavitt was referred to as "a straight and upright 
man in all his dealings, he early became a leader in all things 
pertaining to the welfare of the section. A born leader, he 
was soon the head of any scheme or organization. Any state
ment or proposition he made was usually carried out to the 
full letter. He became one of the first Reeves of the 
Township and was its treasurer until I 873". 

William Lytle is described as being a man of "strong 
determined individuality; he reasoned things out to his own 
satisfaction. He had views and theories that he could discuss 
with percussion (sic) and decision that admitted of no argu
ment or debate. He studied for the ministry in his younger 
days, fought as a volunteer in the rebellion of 1837 under 
Sir Allan McNabb at the battle of Montmorency Tavern. 
A man of retiring disposition, he never entered the 'hurly
burly' of public life". 

John Cameron is mentioned as a "man of sterling worth 
whose name was his bond .. .. He sat on the Trustee Board 
of the school for many years, became a member of the 
Township Council and rose to the Reeve's chair which he 
most ably filled. He then became treasurer which post he 
held until his death in 1911, aged 84" . 

Mr. Gilby refers at some length to the wives of these 
sturdy pioneers, many of whom were known personally by 
him , and to the large part they played in the raising of the 
old log school house, and "no doubt did their share in help
ing to raise the population of pupils to overflow it. A finer, 
more motherly set of women would be hard to find. They 
lived their lives quietly and unostentatiously, not dreaming 
that they were doing anything out of the ordinary". 

Returning to the old log school house, Mr. Gilby states 
that the first teacher was Jack Hyndman and of him he says: 
'' He was a character in the way of humour and buffoonery; 
I don't know what salary he received, but he boarded out 
among the different families, here, there and everywhere. 
He was in the habit of giving the pupils nick-names, such 
as: Jane Telford, Mary A. Dowd and Charlotte Clarke -
were the family compact, after "The Family Compact" of 
the parliament at that time; George Wellington Lytle, "The 
Duke", after Wellington; Susan Lytle as "The Scamp", pro
bably after some other parliamentarian. Ellen Dowd was 
"Ellen Dowd come down from the cloud", etc. 

If the boys and girls made a blot on their copy books he 
would tear out the leaf, and pinning it on their back made 
them take it home that way. If any of the boys got into any 
altercation outside, he brought them in and made them box 
it out under ring rules, with "no hitting below the belt". 

lackey Hyndman (whose signature is in the register that 
way) was the only master in the old log school house. This 
building did duty for about 12 years, when it became in
adequate for the fast growing population of pupils. 
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Following is a list of names taken from a leaf out of an 
old register dated September to October 1862. It is believed 
that these were the last to attend the old log school house . 
Jane Telford Samuel Garrell James Garrell 
Joseph Edgar Ann Clarke Emma Clarke 
Charlolle Clarke John Clarke Mary A. Deavill 
Ann Deavi ll Thomas Coult er John Craven 
Thomas Craven Eliza Craven Agnes J . Edgar 
John Dowd Thomas Dowd Margaret Lytle 
1ary A. Lytle George Holland Mary A. Holland 

Alex Cameron Archibald Cameron Robert Kirkpatrick 
Donald Curry Mary A . Mathews Agnes Garnell 
Margaret Sinclair William Ireland Mary A. Murphy 
Alex Ireland Isabella Ireland Agnes Ross 
Swinton Ros Mary J . Cooney George Elder 
Samuel Holland Susan Lytle Catherine Dowd 
Mary A. Dowd Donald McDonald Jane Garrell 
Margaret Deavi11 Mary A. Craven Alex Cameron 
Charles Mathews James Mathews S.A. Mcinnis 

A frame, rough-cast building replaced the log school. It 
contained unpainted wooden forms and desks. This building 
was used for 30 years. Miss Kate Andrew of Owen Sound 
was the last teacher in this school. This building became in
adequate and greatly out of repair and it was decided to 
build a new school. This move was strongly opposed by 
many of the ratepayers. A vote was taken and after every 
available vote was polled there was a small majority in 
favour of the new building. Mr. John C. Baird, who at that 
time was a young man, worked hard to get a new school. 
Later he was a trustee for many years. 

#10 Sowerby School (Circa) 
1920 

Lot 28 Concession 6, E.G .R. 

In 1908 the size of the grounds was enlarged to a little 
more than three-quarters of an acre. A fine brick school was 
erected on this same site. 

Some of the early teachers were: 
Anna May Wilson 
Dave McClintock 
Merne Wilson 

Mally Baird 
Ernie Galbraith 
Frank Baird 

Robert Baird 
Donald Ferguson 
Sadie Elder 

In 1894 Robert Baird was engaged to teach at $300.00 per 
year. He lighted the fires, but the sweeping was done by the 
pupils . He was followed by Dave McClintock who received 
$285 .00. Since that time we have paid as high as $1,000.00 
with a janitor as high as $90.00. The first caretaker, the late 
Robert Hogg, was appointed in 1901 at a salary of $5 .75 
for the school year. 

Charles J . Gilby was the Secretary-Treasurer of the school 
for almost 50 years. When he started his position he was 
paid $4.00 per year. In that year there were 40 pupils atten
ding the school; later enrolment rose to 60 and, in 1947 when 
Mr. Gilby resigned, there were three pupils enrolled. 
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Coun i.:,y ot I..:. A . Whi.:ild on 
S.S. #1, 1931 

Back row - Oliver Jackson , Jack Websler, Allan Skinner, Clarence 
Skinner, J . D. Ceaser, Marjorie Jackson, Marjorie Skinner 
Middle row - Howard Skinner, Francis Wheildon, J . D. Gardiner, 
Clifford Skinner, Belly Palmer, Amelia Skinner 

In fro fll - Ken Wheildon 

Since the section's formation there have been several In
spectors, as follows: 
Charles Gordon 
J.J. Wilson 
Alexander Smith 

Thomas Gordon 
S .A . Morrison (1937) 

H .H . Burgess 
L. L. Sinclair 

Following is a list of the names of the last pupils in the 
old frame school house, under Miss Kate Andrew in 1891: 
Robert Webster Maggie Hogg Eva Jackson 
Sadie Yates Victor Yates Maggie Elder 
Alice Hill Annie Galbraith Sadie Wright 
Robert Hogg Herman Love William Bailey 
Victor Love Gertie Green Abe Wright 
Ethel Galbraith Russell Webster James Wright 
Tena Elder Maggie Chisholm Janet Campbell 
Jean Campbell Sadie Cook Ada Green 
Chester Jackson Archie Ferguson Maggie Bell McMurchy 
James Yates Alice Mathews Dave Frasier 
Sadie Webster Charles Green Edward Bailey 
Mary Bailey Dolphus Mathews Eveline McLean 
Jack Campbell Tena Frasier Sam Love 
Dave Mathews Jack Hill Sarah Bailey 
Dave Bailey Tena Campbell Hanna Campbell 
Lydia Galbraith Albert Webster 

A complete list of the teachers in the School Section begin
ning in 1851 is as follows: 
Jack H yndman 
William Neelands 
William Ferguson 
Anna May Wilson 
Ida Forsyth 
J . D. Gilchrist 
Dave McClintock 
William Howey 
Laura Hall 
A . A . Morrison 
Elizabeth Welsh 
Margaret Lillle 
Miss McMillan 
Sadie Elder 

Samuel Holland 
James Neelands 
George Young 
Kate Andrew 
Robert Baird 
Ethel Cocking 
Donald Ferguson 
Ella Hall 
Miss Downey 
Ella Stortz 
Miss Hicks (10 days) 
Merne Wilson 
Annie Morrison 
Frankie Baird 

Pearl Mortley Jean Buchanan 
Tena Mccorkindale (Mrs. Bob Hogg) 

John Scullon 
James Shute 
Ma11ie Baird 
Edith Gaskill 
Alice Garvey 
Ernie Galbraith 
Ethel Holmes 
Miss McCracken 
Laura Murphy 
Madeline Pallerson 
Miss W. Whitmore 
Edith Driver 
Jean Givens 
Mary Rice 
Frankie (Webster) Campbell 



Other teachers in this school section since 1929 were: 
Yvonne Murray 
Merle Budge 
Mrs. Gibson Mustard 

Mrs. L. Mustard 
Cyril Skinner 

Mrs. Anna Hamilton 
Marjorie (Jackson) Woods 

In 1944 - 45 there were only four pupils in attendance, 
and the school closed in June 1945 and re-opened in Septem
ber 1947. During this time the four pupils - Donelda Gar
ret, Glen Garrett, Roger and Ellwyn Stewart were trans
ported to Chatsworth Public School by Mrs. Cecil Weeden, 
in the winter by horse and cutter and in the summer by car. 
The same four pupils were in attendance when the school 
re-opened in September 1947 . 

Hydro was installed in the school in the summer of 1952 
and the power turned on shortly after school began that fall. 

The first Board-sponsored bus trip was on June 24, 1959 
for the Grade 7 and 8 pupils to Midland. These trips became 
an annual affair to different destinations. 

In June 1964 the school was closed. Some of the pupils 
went to Chatsworth Public School and some to Holland
Chatsworth Central School. At the time it was closed there 
were 32 pupils. The teacher was Mrs. G. Mustard. 

In 1965 the school property was sold to Mr. Roy Girdler 
for $800.00. In October of that year Mr. and Mrs . Mel 
Webster and family bought the property and converted it 
into a comfortable home. The school was resold in the fall 
of 1981 to Mr. G . Hossfeld of Woodford, who is living there 
now. 

S.S.#1, Holland (Hogg's School) 1919 
Fron/ Row: Annie I. Morrison, Charlie Kirk, Mae Kirk, Charlie McCallum, 
Violet Gardiner, Jack Gilby 
Second Row: Clarence Elder, George Garrett , Melville Gardiner, Edwin Hill 
Courtesy o f Jack Gi lby 

REUNION AT S.S. #1, HOLLAND 
On July 3, 1965, former pupils attended the reunion and 

closing activities at S.S. #1, Holland which was being ab
sorbed the following September by the new Holland Chats
worth Central School. 

Tenth Line School #12 

Courtesy of A. N. Clarke 

J.D. Ceaser was chairman and introduced the chief 
speakers - R.K. McAvoy, Crown Attorney and a former 
pupil at the school, and Lyall Mcinnis, Reeve of Holland 
Township. Mrs. Ken Woods read a history of the school. 

Howard Mitchell (Attie Chisholm's husband) of Toronto, 
sang a solo and led the singing. Violin music was supplied 
by Mrs. Leland MacDonald and her three sons, Ker, Ian 
and Douglas . Bruce Lake and Bob Ceaser sang a duet, and 
Miss Myrtle Kidd read a poem. Mrs. Chester Jackson pre
sented pictures of the school to the two earliest pupils pre
sent - Miss Sara Bailey and Bob Hogg, the earliest teacher 
present - Mrs. Waddell, and the pupil coming the greatest 
distance, Charlie Kirk of Windsor. One hundred and sixty
six guests from far and near reminisced over a picnic lunch. 

Former teachers present included: 
Mrs. Mervyn Wilson 
Mrs. James Thom 
Mrs. Waddell 

Miss Mary Rice 
Mrs. Lou Mustard 
Mrs. Hugh McLean 

Mrs. H . Hamilt on 
Mrs. George Morrison 
Mrs. Gibson Mustard 

U.S.S. No. 2 
Holland & Euphrasia 

Hand-made rnppcr and wooden sta mp made by Charles Gilb)· bcarin~ the 
inscription "S.S. No. I, Holland " in 1899. 
< ou11 l·-.v nl .la1.: I. { ;ilh, 
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Walter's Falls School , 1888 
Councw of l r-, . G. ~l an nmg 

U .S.S. #1 HOLLAND & EUPHRASIA 
WALTER'S FALLS SCHOOL 

Tape recorded by Norman Seabrook of Walter's Falls, 
March, 1982. 

(from old school records and from Mrs. Ward's historical 
write-ups in 1934, and data from the late Emerson Quinton 

of Walter's Falls) 

The Village started shortly after 1850. In the early years 
of the 1860's the few pupils walked to the school in Holland 
Township about 2 miles west of Walter's Falls on the 10th 
concession . Late in the 1860's there were classes held above 
the ox shed behind Peter Prior's Tavern in Walter's Falls . 
The first teachers of these classes were a lame soldier and 
later on a Miss Barbara Carney who held classes over the 
ox shed. It was used for various activities in lieu of a com
munity centre. 

In 1870 the school log book records that a meeting of the 
free holders and house holders of# 1 Euphrasia and Holland 
was called by Charles Carney to elect a board of trustees 
to start a school in 1871 and the trustees were Sydney 
Carney, David Squires and James H. Deleree. 
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In 1870 they arranged to use Peter Prior's Hall for a 
school for 187 l. Miss Phoebe Doyle applied for $200 for 
the year. Charles Carney was authorized to make lO writing 
desks , a teacher' s desk and to repair the building. 

On Jan. 9, 1871 formal school classes started at Walter' s 
Falls. 

Jan . 1871 the fi rst annual school meeting was chaired by 
Thomas Walter , secretary George Williams. It was decided 
at that annual meeting to build a school house as near to 
the centre of the section as possible and as soon as possi
ble. As a result, a small parcel of land was purchased from 
Sydney Carney, a little less than a mile south of Walter 's 
Falls (Lot 28 Con 12 Euphrasia Twp.). This small frame 
school was built and served until 1888, at which time it was 
decided to build a brick structure and enlarge the school 
grounds. A heated controversy took place regarding the ac
quisition of more property requiring three arbitrators to 
come in to settle the dispute. It was purchased for $40.00 
in due course plus expenses of the arbitrators, from 
Mr. Carney and the new school of brick was built which 
still stands. 



The first school was frame, 22' x 28', and the tender of 
a Mr. Smith was accepted to erect the school and have it 
fi nished by November of that year for a sum of $200.00. 
By Nov. 26, 1879 Mr. Finch was retained for one year for 
$400. On Dec. 28 1881 the school section held its annual 
meeting witli chairman Wm. Daymen and the Secretary J.M. 
Bonnell and the new trustee for the year was Wm. Daymen. 
On Jan. 9, 1882, J .H . Deleree was appointed as secretary. 
In Dec. 1882 he was given $5.00 for the year for his services 
as secretary-treasurer. 

Final payment on the costs of the new school in Jan. 1889 
came to $995.65. 

In 1890 George Reid was teacher for $370 for the year. 

At the June meeting of 1897 Tom Quinton was employed 
to build a wood shed for $28.00. 

In 1901 Jeff Artley was paid $30.00 to put in a well and 
a pump. 

At the annual meeting in December 1905 it was decided 
to purchase a bell for the school, and in Feb . 1906 a 22" 
bell and some maps were purchased at a total cost of $22 .50. 
The fence to the north and east of the school yard cost 
$27 .00 in 1906. 

In 191 I Stan ley Ferguson was the teacher for $512.50 
which was the first time more than $500 had been paid to 
a teacher. 

In 1912, Nov. 23, Walter Lemon was employed to build 
two outdoor toilets for $65.00. The same year the teacher 
was a Miss Lemon who received $600. 

In 1923 Richard Hannah painted the school for $12.50. 
In 1931 a set of the Books of Knowledge was purchased and 
added to the library, plus a ladder and an organ for the 
school. 

U.S.S. No. l Holland, Euphrasia - Walter's Falls School, May 13, 1920 
fronr ro w, left to righ1 - orman Long, Bill Lemon, Morris Laycock, Maurice Quinlon , Bess ie Dixon , Berl Free. Russell Ha nna. Leslie La~-cock. 
Fred Free, Frank Dixon, Herbie Lemon 
2nd row - Fred Sa undres, •••••• , orma Laycock, Mildred Plourde, May Free, •····· , Amy Laycock, ······ , Margonil Sa undres. Hilda Hanna , 
Irene Saundres , Percy Ferris 
3rd row - Hilda Hanna, Pearl Pallerson , Olive Quinlon , Slella Prowd , •·····, Pearl Rennie, Bea Walson, Miss McKinnon (teacher), Oliver Olmslead , 
Dave Slrain 
Back row - Audrey King , Berl Dixon , Melba Quinlon , Elhel Dixon, Hazel Pallerson, Mabel Rennie , Ella Walsoo , C larence Dixon , Gordon Dixon 
Courtl',y o l Maurin Quimon 
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At the annual meeting of 1916 Duncan Torry supplied 
12 cord of wood, beech and maple, 26" long to be piled 
at the school house shed door before March 1 st at $2.15 a 
cord . R.H . Olmstead offered 2 cord of cedar 14" long for 
75<1'. a cord . 

Duncan Torry was hired to scrub the school house floor 
and closets at Christmas and at Easter holidays and do a 
general cleaning at summer holidays - the pipes taken down 
and cleaned, wood work washed, closet cleaned and stove 
blackened for the summer for the sum of $8 .25 . 

In 1916 the trustees purchased a new cast box stove for 
the school for $38.00. It weighed 405 lb. and was 36" long. 

By 1940 teachers ' salaries were going up a bit. Keith Hills 
was the teacher for $750 a year. By 1945-46 they were up 
again. Miss Mildred Ford was paid $1150 and that was raised 
to $1200. About 1946 we note mention of application for 
a government grant to help in the operation of the schools . 

In 1949 Mrs. Ethel Hazard was the teacher at $1800. In 
1949 Walter Lemon died after serving 33 years as secretary. 
His son, John, carried on. 

Hydro was installed in 1950. Tenders all came in about 
$350. 

In March 1957 it was decided to join a larger area of their 
choosing. The school had a large enrolment and eight 
grades . Euphrasia was favoured rather than Holland. In 
May 1957 a public meeting was held in the school to vote 
on joining Holland or not. Twenty-one were in favour and 
8 opposed . 

A 1958 contract supplied 16 ' ' wood from Doug Saunders 
at $6 .40 a cord. Caretaking of the school was let to Doug 
Saunders for the year at $250. 

Mr. Palmer taught up to this time, and sometimes had 
50 pupils on the roll. Attempts were made to put in a por
table classroom and hire a second teacher but to no avail. 
Pupils were transported to other schools to lighten the load 
somewhat. One family was transported in four years to three 
different schools. 

Eventually the central school came into b.._eing and in spite 
of strong opposition from some parts of the township, the 
school was located at its present site and the pupils from 
U .S.S. # 1 Holland and Euphrasia went to four different 
schools. 

TEACHERS AND WAGES PER YEAR 
1870, Nov. Miss Phebe Doyle 
1873, Jan . Wm . Bannerman 
1874, Jan . John McKerrol 
1876, Jan. S.E. Brown 
1877 , Jan. Alex H. Finch 
1879 Alex H . Finch 
1883, Jan. Miss Maggie Locke 
1884, Jan. Miss Mabel Ball y 
1884, Sep!. A. J . Squires (3 mo.) 
1885, Jan. John R. Wickham 
1887, Jan . Robert Martin 
1890, Sep1. George Reid 
1893 , Jan . Wm . J . Henderson 
1897, Jan . John R. Wickham 
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$ 200.00 
300.00 
320.00 
350.00 
350.00 
400.00 
300.00 
365.00 
90.00 

385.00 
350.00 
370.00 
375.00 
300.00 

1898 John R. Wickham 330.00 
1900, Jan. Joseph J . Bailey 355 .00 
1900, Sep1. A. J . Fries (Sept. - Dec. ) 135 .00 
1901, A. J . Fries (Sept. - Dec.) 375 .00 
1904, Jan . Wm . Ernest Marshall 325.00 
1907, Jan . Miss Ethel Robert son 41 0.00 
1908-09, Sep 1. Miss Pansy Atkins 450.00 
191 0, Thomas Wil son (I mo. ) 
1910, Sep!. Miss Stewart 
19 11 , Jan . Stanley Ferguson 512.50 
191 1, Sep1. A. G. Camerson (Sepl. - Dec.) 232.00 
1912, Jan . Miss Lemon 600.00 

1913, Jan. Miss Jarret 525 .00 
191 3, Sep!. George Jolley 600.00 

1914 George Jolley 625.00 

1914 (daughter helped Mr. Jolley) 200.00 

1915, Sep1. B. Barclay 650.00 
19 16, Sep1. Wesley Leach 
1916, Oct. Hector H. Mackey (1 1 mo.) 593 .00 
191 7, Sept. Miss B.E.R. Stillwell 700.00 
1919, Sept. Miss E. McKinnon 750.00 
1920, Sept. Miss Mary Rice 850.00 
1921, Jan. Wm. Irvine 650.00 
192 1, Sep1. Miss L.V. McLean 1000.00 
1922, Sept. Miss Mary Mark 1000.00 
1924, Sept. Miss Mabel Curry 1000.00 
1926, Sept. Wm . McLean 900.00 
1927, Jan . Miss Annie Scott 950.00 
1927, Sept. Miss Islay Morgan 900.00 

1929, Sep!. Wesley Neelands 1000.00 

1930, Sept. Fred Jolley 1000.00 
1932 Fred Jolley 900.00 

1933 Fred Jolley 800.00 
1934, Sept. Miss Edna Lyons 600.00 
1935 , Sept. Albert Medley 600.00 
1937, Jan . Wm. Blackshaw 600.00 

1938 Wm. Blackshaw 700.00 
1939, Sep!. Keith Hills 750.00 
1940 Keith Hills 800.00 

1941 , Sept. Craig Lougheed 872 .00 
1942, Sept. Mrs . Bertha McPhatter 965 .00 
1943 , Sept. Miss Mary Bowes 1060.00 
1944, Sep!. Miss Mary Bowes 1200.00 
1945, Sep!. Miss Mildred Ford 11 50.00 
1946, Sep!. Mrs. Ethel Hazard 1200.00 
1947, Sept. Miss Norma Loucks 1260.00 
1848, Sept. Mrs. Ethel Hazard 1800.00 
1949 Mrs. Ethel Hazard 1800.00 
1950 Mrs . Et hel Hazard 1800.00 
195 1, Sept. Mr. L. Bondi 2400.00 
1954, Jan . Mrs. Mary Reid 2700.00 
1954, Sept. Charles Rushton 2700.00 
1955 , Sep1. Charles Rushton 3000.00 
1956, Sept. Robert Jackson 2400.00 
1957, Sep1. Donald Palmer 3300.00 
1958 Donald Palmer 3300.00 

U.S.S. #1 EUPHRASIA & HOLLAND SECRETARIES 
Mar, 187 1 - Alben Carney 

I 872 - Sidney S. Carney (treasurer) 

1873 - Jas. H. Deleree - Secretary 

I 877 - John Small 

188 1 - J . M. Bonnell 

1882 - J . H . Deleree 

1887 - Wm . Dayman 

I 888 - W. J . Shepherdson 

I 89 I - John Deleree 

1898 - R. W. Quinton 

1901 - Henry Bo nnell 

1904 - Clark Boyle 

1912 - Fred Wickham 

1915 - Clark Boyle 

1916 - (Dec.) Walter Lemon 

unti l his deat h in 1949 

1949 - Jo hn Lemo n 

1954 - Ken Weaver 

I 957 - Mrs. Margaret McElrea 

I 958 - Mrs. Rita Cullen 

In 1959 the school became part of the Township School 
area. Mr. Palmer continued to teach in this school until the 
Holland-Chats worth Central School opened in 1965. 



U.S.S. #1 HOLLAND AND SULLIVAN 
CHATSWORTH 

Chatsworth Public School about 1900 
Back row - Bill Henderson, Percy Little, Eddie McClure, Harvey Matheson, Harvey Ewens, William Ferguson (Principal) 
Nexl ro w - Miss McRae (Jr. teacher) Len Henderson, Ida Hopkins, Edith Blythe, Sophia Crane, Marie Galbraith , Edith Cameron , Miss Fawcett 
(lnt . teacher) Annie Mitchell, Robert Hopkins, Dave Henderson, Frank Mcfarlane, George Collins, Percy Elliot 
Nexl row - Oscar Hopkins, Eliza Johnston, Lena Rock, Lillie Hopkins, Bertha Vail, Rhoda Blythe, Gertie Freeman, Mary McFadden, Mamie 
Merriam, Maude Turner, Maude Green (------) Chapman 
Front row - Aubrey Shouldice, Billie Green, Ed Curtis, Mabel McClure, Eva Freeman, Ruth Simpson, Mina Mitchell, Milli.e McClure, Billie Perkins 
Couri csy o f Jack Gil by 

The first school house in the village of Chatsworth was 
a log building on Lot 17, Division 6, west of the Garafraxa 
Road, and known as Hemstock's Corner. This building, 
erected about the year 1844-45, was used for school and 
religious services. 

At that time there was no township of Sullivan and no 
village._ The post office on the opposite side of the road was 
called East Holland. 

There was no organized school section. The pupils attend
ing school had to pay for their tuition. Anyone sending three 
children paid for two, the third was free. The scholars were 
taught for a number of years by a Mrs. Williamson. The 
pupils came from far and near. The main subjects taught 
were reading, writing and arithmetic, with a smattering of 
grammar and geography. 

The sons of those pioneers thought it more important to 
learn to swing a cradle or an axe in symmetrical curves, to 

make chips and grain fly, than to know whether "a fox was 
a noun or a pronoun." The first pupils in this log building 
were: 
Dudgeons Steadmans Charltons Dobies 
Cardwells Coleman Dillanes Hanleys 
Hamiltons O'Neils Pringles Rosses 
Should ices Mc Donalds Kellys Bells 
Osbornes 

The Jog school building served for about 10 years when 
it was replaced by a frame building farther north on the same 
side of the road at the southern boundary of what was then 
Johntown. 

The last master in the old log building was W. Scullon. 
The first in the frame school was Mr. Buchanan, followed 
by Williamson, McDowell, Robert Cummins, etc . This sec
tion formed in 1850 was then U.S.S . #1, Holland and 
Sullivan. On the incorporation of Chatsworth as a village 
in 1905, it became U.S.S. #1, Chatsworth, Holland and 
Sullivan. 
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When the frame building became too small for the grow
ing population of pupils in 1873, a new two-roomed stone 
building was built on the east side of the Garafraxa Road, 
directly opposite the old frame building. It was the first 
building in Chatsworth not of wood. 

From these old school houses have emanated some boys 
and girls who have reached a high standard in life. John 
Cameron, son of Rev . Jas. Cameron, became professor of 
languages in Nova Scotia College, Robert McDowell, an 
engineer in Owen Sound, W.H. (Harry) Collins, head of 
the Geological Survey of Canada, Dugald Gilchrist, Pro
fessor of English at Ottawa College, Lachlan Gilchrist on 
the faculty of Toronto University, Frank Kelly, a priest and 
teacher of theology in Hamilton, and Nellie McClung, (nee 
Mooney), a writer of national distinction. 

For many years the old stone school was under the prin
cipalships of Alex Stephen, Rich Freeman, Robert 
McDowall, Martha Boddy and William Ferguson. By the 
year 1886 this building became too small and was replaced 
by a larger one at the north end of the village. 

The following year saw the erection of a fine two-storey, 
four -roomed building, three rooms being used as a public 
school with principal and two assistant teachers. It cost in 
the neighbourhood of $8,000 .00. This building was de
stroyed by fire in late autumn of 1888 due to a defective 
flue heated by hot air. It was occupied January 1888 and 
destroyed in November of the same year. As a temporary 
measure the trustees had to use the old school house for two 
rooms, the third finding a place in a small community hall 
that stood on property owned by Charles Bye, Cardwell's 
Hall. 

The following summer, 1889, the next building was con
tructed by the late Henry Collins on the same foundation. 
This building, although less expensive than the first, was 
quite an imposing structure fitted with all modern equip
ment. The bell, cast in Chatsworth by Andrew McGill and 
formerly hung on the old foundry, was presented to the 
school by his son, Thomas McGill. 

Chatsworth Public School (U.S.S. #1) Holland & Sullivan 1951 
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Back ro w - Mary McGillvary, Evelyn Hanna , Yvonne Bush, Mary Blake, Sally Disbrowe, Ruth Ann Pumfrey, Mrs. Rose McLeod, teacher, Glen 
Gamble, Warren Watts, Ross McNabb, Bob Mills, Mel Hill, Gary Givens 
Middle row - Rosemarie Puddicombe, Catherine Cameron, Catherine Hanna , Rosemary Bolduc, Georgina Disbrowe, Patricia Dudgeon 
Front row - orma Young, Terry Mitchell, Bev Walker, Joe Givens, Paul Leonard, Barry McEwen, Donald Lake, Jim Malloy. Ken Kingwell 
Courtc,) of Linda Thibaudeau 



Jn 1912 a Continuation School (Grade 8) was organized 
in this school. John Norton was the last principal in the 
public school before the re-organization. C.J. Graham was 
principal for 16 years. Of the many pupils who received the 
first rudiments of their education in the old school houses 
several came back to teach in their home town: 
R. McDowe ll 
Octavia McG ill 
H . Collin s 
Ina McKenni1t 

D. Gilchrist 
Aggie McG ill 
Louis Sinclair 
Evelyn Shute 

W . H . Co llins 
Aggie Mc Rae 
Brillon Fosler 

The Continuation School was changed by the Department 
of Education in 1914 to a High School. It again reverted 
to a Continuation School in 1925. 

In 1919 the late Henry Norton donated to the village a 
plot of land for a memorial park that contains a huge granite 
monument on which are engraved 42 names of those who 
enlisted from this vicinity, who were victims of the war of 
1914-18. Among them are names of several boys who spent 
their boyhood days in the school house across the road. One 
of the school secretaries was Alex McGillvary who held of
fice 17 years from 1909 to 1925. He received the books in 
1909 from James Gilchrist who had been in office for 30 
years. 

When the school became a Continuation School, Christie 
Graham was principal of the Public School division, assisted 
by Miss Ruth Erwin. Principal of the Continuation School 
was Fred Ahrens, and Miss Florence Bramhall was his assis
tant. The trustees were: 
C arman Jordison 
Mac Mi1 chell 

L. D. Merriam 
L. Minorgan , 

Frank McFarlane 
George Collins 
- (Sec . Treas.) 

Fred Ahrens was principal from 1935 until the Continua
tion School closed in June 195 I. His assistants were: 
Miss F. Bramhall - 1935-37 
Miss M Dawes - 1939 
Miss Edna Cruickshank - 1943-45 
W. A. Donovan - 1948-49 

Miss L. Raymer - 1938 
Miss M . Book - 1940-42 
Mrs. J . W ylie - 1946-47 
R. S. McCa llum - 1950-5 1 

This Continuation School served a very useful purpose 
in the community. The year it closed, four former young 

men graduated from college with their degrees namely: Glen 
Hemstock, Judson Hopkins, Bazil Kuglin and Ken McEwen. 

Jack Hopkins became principal of the Public School in 
1940 and held that position until 1942, when he joined the 
army during the Second World War. He returned to his posi
tion as principal in 1946 and held that position until June, 
1967, when the last entrance class graduated from this 
school. During the year I 967-68, Grades 4, 5, 6, and a 
Special Education Class were taught in Chatsworth. The 
teachers in 1967-68 were: 

Grade 4 - Mrs. Jean Mustard 
Grade 5 - Bradley Dunham 
Grade 6 - Jack Hopkins 
Special Education - Mrs. Evelyn Dudgeon. 

The rest of the Chatsworth pupils were transported to the 
new Central School in Holland Township. 

In September, 1968, all the students were enrolled in the 
Holland-Chatsworth Central School and the school in 
Chatsworth was closed. 

In August 1976, a school reunion was held in the Chats
worth Community Centre, to mark the 25th year after the 
closing of the Continuation School. Hunter MacDonald was 
Master of Ceremonies and committee chairman. Mrs. Mar
jorie Woods was co-chairman. There was a large attendance 
with former students coming from California, New Jersey, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, Windsor, Killaloe, Elliot 
Lake, Ottawa, St. Thomas, Niagara Falls, Lindsay, Toronto, 
and many other centres. 

John Ramage, who enrolled when the school opened in 
1912, won the prize as the oldest student present, and Jean 
Nicholson O'Hara, from California won the prize for com
ing the greatest distance. Another successful reunion was 
held five years 'tater in August 1981. 

More recently the school was purchased by Robert Dier 
of Chatsworth and is now converted into four comfortable 
apartments. 

School Board members at the official opening of the Holland-Chatsworth Central School 1968 
Ham Robson, Norman McNabb, Harvey Mcinnis, Marlin Mc eil, Sec. Treas., George Disbrowe, Vice-Chairman, J. D. Ceaser, Chairman 

( ounc,y of l-lin£1l') ~iudio, 
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S.S. #2, Holland , McBride's School 1888 
Back row, left to right - Louisa Earlls, Tena McKay, Miss Jennie Slight (teacher), Hugh McKay, Lizzie McKay, Martha McComb 
3rd row - Ella Little , Eda McKay, J ennie Quinn , Bill Miller, Jennie McKay, Sophia Miller, Adam Miller, Maggie Fraser 
2nd row - Maggie McKay, Violet Sinclair, Lettie Galbraith, J ennie Quinn, Ila Si nclair, Mary McKay, Kate Little, Abner Shunn 
Front row - Lulu Curti s, Herb McComb, Bella Sinclair, Jim McKay, Lettie Sinclair , Willie G reen, Millie Curtis. 
Court c.,y of Jad M c,; Kay 

S.S. #2, HOLLAND TOWNSHIP 
MCBRIDE'S SCHOOL 

The followin,g is a copy of the minutes of the first school 
meeting of School Section #2, Holland, August 2. 1873. 

"In the matter of arbitration as to a school site for School 
Section #2 in the Township of Holland held this twenty
second day of August, 1873. Present - John Cameron, ar
bitrator on the part of the majority of freeholders and 
householders (appointed at a special meeting held on the 
nineteenth day of August, 1873); William Steerman, ar
bitrator on the majority of the Trustees; and Thomas Gor
don, Public School Inspector for the North Riding of the 
County of Grey. The said arbitrators having heard the 
statements of the parties interested and duly weighed and 
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considered the same, do award the site for a school house 
for the said School Section Number two, in the Township 
of Holland, in the Second Concession west of the Toronto 
and Sydenham, now Owen Sound Road, commencing at the 
North West angle of the said lot and having frontage of ten 
rods on the Concession line known as the second and third 
concession line of the said Township of Holland and run
ning parallel to the northern limit of the said lot, number 
eleven, deep enough to make one acre. " 

"And the said arbitrators fix the costs of this award at 
seven dollars and sixty-Jive -cents payable as follows - to 
John Cameron, two dollars, to William Steerman, two dol
lars and forty-Jive cents, to Thomas Gordon, three dollars 
and twenty cents, which several amounts are to be paid to 
the said parties respectively by the Trustees of the said 
School Section number Two out of School Section funds". 



"In witness whereof the said arbitrators have to this their 
award set their. hands and seals this twenty-second day of 
August 1873 at the Township of Holland in the County of 
Grey" 

10h11 Cameron 
William C. Steerman 
Thomas Gordon 

The deed for the transfer of the property to the school 
section was dated, October 6, 1873. The school section 
bought one acre from Mr. and Mrs. William McComb for 
the payment of forty dollars. William and Ann McComb 
agreed "to fence the South and East side of said acre with 
a legal fence." 

The earliest register available for this school is 1899. At 
that time there were 21 pupils registered, the teacher was 
H. Perry. Those enrolled in 1899 were: 

Elwood Mcinnis Alice McCosh 
Willie McComb Charles Shea 
Wilfred McKay Stephen Den nit 
Herbert Mcinnis Herbert McKay 
Annie Fowell Maggie Dennit 
Fannie Edmunds Herb Shea 
Bessie Fowell Lorne Curtis 

Other early teachers included: 

Agnes Trout 
H . Dunoon 
L. E. Harriman 
A . C. Killoran 
Irene Dowd 
Morrell Acheson 
Edna Cruichshan k 

Victor Danard 
Annie Lynn 
F . M . C hisolm 
C. Olive Hatch 
Cora Sutherland 
Mary Anne Rice 
Robert Currie 

Harold Edmunds 
Archie Winterburn 
Sadie Mccosh 
Russell Baird 
C lara Green 
Addie Dennit 
J oe Webster 

Helen A. Frost 
M . Johnston 
J. Richardson 
Gertie Mac Cuaig 
M . J . Givens 
Wilbur Leonard 

The school was originally known as McBride's School and 
later McKay's School. Originally the building was of frame 
structure and in 1913 the exterior was covered with tin 
sheeting. 

Some of the improvements included: in 1912 the interior 
was painted and again in 1923; in 1925 blackboards were 
purchased; in 1927 the yard was drained and a maple floor 
installed in the school as well as a platform. In 1928 hot 
lunch equipment was purchased. In 1933 the interior wa 
again painted, and in 1938 storm windows were purchased . 
In 1925 a teacher's desk was purchased . The value of the 
building in 1941 was $2,000.00. 

Some of the Chairmen of School Board included: G.E . 
Mcinnis, John Fraser, and William McComb. Secretary
Treasurer was Phil McKay for many years . 

In June 1943 , the school was closed and the pupils bused 
to Chatswortb Public School by Phil McKay . In 1965 the 
students transferred to the new Holland-Chatsworth Cen
tral School. 

In 1954 the school building was sold to Rev. James. J. 
Hayes of Brechin, and he uses this building for a summer 
home . 

When the school closed the pupils in attendance were: 
Peter Campbell , Ruth McGregor, and Mary Anne Harnack 
(Mrs. Carl Hansen). 

U.S.S. #2 HOLLAND & EUPHRASIA 
RICHARDSON'S SCHOOL 

U .S.S . No. 2 Holland and Euphrasia was formed about 
the year 1870. The school house, a frame building, was then 
situated on the north half of lot 8, concession 12, Euphrasia. 
Since the trustees had failed to procure a proper title to the 
piece of land on which the school was built, James Lake, 
who had become owner of lot 8, concession 12, found that 
he could claim ownership of the school and wanted the 
trustees to pay a monthly rent. 

As the trustees found that this would have acknowledged 
his ownership, they did not acceed to this request. Instead, 
a meeting of the ratepayers was called, and as a re ult the 
school building was moved across the road to the Holland 
side of the road . From that time (1881) school was conducted 
there. In January 11 of 1881, the school was destroyed by 
a fire of mysterious origin. As there was no vacant building 
in which to hold school , the trustees decided to erect a log 
school. This school was ready for use about the first week 
in February. 

For a time, this building was occupied but, as it was not 
the centre of the section, an attempt was made to break up 
the section and a motion was passed to that effect. However, 
some of the ratepayers petitioned the Municipal Council to 
allow them to continue as a section. On this favour being 
granted, it was decided to erect a new building on the 
Holland side opposite lot 6. This building was built in 1888 
by Abe Scott at a contract price of $300.00. The trustees 
of the new school at that time were: - John Montgomery, 
Robert Elliott, and J .J. Richardson. P . Lyons was secretary
treasurer. The first teacher employed was Miss Bull of 
Durham at a salary of $250.00 per year paid at the end of 
the year. She was followed in turn by Miss Rogers, W.J. 
Henderson, Miss Annie Chalmers, Miss Ida Irwin, Mrs . R. 
Myers, Miss Mcintrye, Miss Hunter, Miss Eva Scott, Miss 
Maude Flesher, Miss Ross, Miss Emma Baines, Henrietta 
Irwin, Mr. Thomas Bayley, Miss McFadden, Miss McClock
lin, Miss Davis , Miss Hunt, Miss Kines, Miss Hutchinson, 
Miss Walker , Miss Howard, Miss Wiley, Miss Burrett , Miss 
Campbell, Miss Plewis, Miss Patton, Miss Sherriff, Miss 
Brown, Miss Annie Butler, Miss Cowper, Miss Rae Stewart, 
Miss Morrison, Miss Inez Brown, Miss Jean Beatty . Miss 
Grace Shaw September 1939. Miss Jessie Roberta Mair from 
January to June 1941. Mrs . Ethel McGee September, 1941. 
Miss Ruth Wakefield September 1944 (Miss) Mabel Hill 
September 1946. David T. McGee, started to teach in 
September 1950. Subsequent teachers were Mary England, 
Mr . Harold Thompson, Mrs. Harold Thibaudeau , Mrs . 
Miriam Freeburn, Michael Smart, and Mrs. Ro emary 
Eagles. A fine cement block addition was built on the east 
end of the school in June, 1950. This addition , costing 
$1100.00, served as a woodshed, and housed the two inside 
toilets . 
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U .S.S. #2 Richardsons School 
Teacher - Grace Kines, Laird Binns, Ne llie Mills, Leona Wice, Garfield Wice, Nettie Richardson, Terrifs Acheson, Ina Acheson, Russel Acheson, 
Nina Eagles, Roxie Acheson . 
Russel Wice, Dick Robinson , Archie Burrell , Cora Wice, Chrislie Acheson, Gordon Doubleday, Kalhleen Binns, J o hn Eagles, Berl Burrell. 
Gordon Neely, Li llia n Doubleday, Slanley Doubleday,------, Alex Acheson, J ack Acheson, Effie Neely, Vera Eagles, Vera Alkitison, George Wice. 
Courtesy o f Walter Goud y 

At the outset, Thomas Gordon of Owen Sound was In
spector. He was succeeded in turn by H.H. Burgess, J.J. 
Wilson, S.A. Morrison, and L.L. Sinclair, former principal 
of Strathcona School, Owen Sound, in September 1940. 

T.H. Richardson was elected to the position of Secretary
Treasurer in 1891 and held that position until 1943, when 
J. Semple succeeded him. James Semple was Secretary
Treasurer from 1944 - 1952. 
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Chairmen 
1934 - 1938 - James Semple 
1939 - Wesley Winterburn 
1940 - D .L. Binns 
1944 - Wesley Winterburn 
1946 - Bert Burrell 
1947 - Bert Burrell 
1948 - 1949 - Jack Eagles 
1949 - 1950 - Bert Burrell 
1950 - 1951 - Bert Burrell 
1951 - 1952 - Jack Eagles 
Other chairmen were Mr. Mel Ward, Bert Burrell and Jack 
Burrell. Walter Goudy was secretary-treasurer when the 
school was closed in 1965. The school has been sided and 
is now owned by David Pennock. 

T.H. Richardson, who had been secretary-treasurer from 
1891 to 1944, died on April 9, 1948. 



U.S.S. #2 Richardsons chool 1927 
Jim Semple (trustee), Bill Stoddart , Elsie McCauley, Lyct G lossop, Ella Winterburn, Howard Winterburn , Archie McCauley, Clifford Binns, Rae 
Stewart (teacher), Wesley Stoddart , John Mc ally (t rustee), Shirley Semple , J essie Winterburn , Aldine Graham, Eva Stoddart, Renie Mc all~, 
Isabel Graham , J ean Winterburn, Clarence McCauley, Alex Semple, Graham Engla nd, Ro y McCauley 
Coun c,y o f Ell a Hr, lop 
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SULLIVAN AND HOLLAND U.S.S. #2 
SHILOH SCHOOL 

Shiloh School (S.S. #2 Sullivan & Holland) 19 
Front row - Agnes Irvine, Margaret Tribble, John Tribble 
Back row - Evelyn Shute (Dudgeon) teacher, Arthur Hardman, Emeline Steinfield , Reta Saulter , Norman Saulter, Nelson Irvine , Stewart Irvine, 
Harvey Irvine 
Courtesy of Mrs. Evel yn Dudgeon 

Pupils from Holland Township and Sullivan Township 
attended U.S.S. #2 school located on the Garafraxa Road 
(Highway #6). First known as Lee's School, it was located 
on the North West corner of the third part of Lot 14. 

It was a frame school with a cottage roof. Each side had 
three windows with small panes. Across the back was one 
long blackboard, and on both sides were long desks run
ning the length of the school. The benches were used as seats 
for the small children; in the centre were twin seats, a 
teacher's desk, and a few chairs for visitors. The school was 
heated by a large box stove and, since the door of the school 
was never locked , the first pupil to arrive started the fire. 
Wood for the stove was supplied by the parents of the 
students . 

Some of the early teachers in the school were: Miss Bar
rons, Miss Black and Miss Sutherland. In 1875 Miss Beckie 
Hamilton was engaged as teacher for two years. She boarded 
at the late John Saulter's home. Other teachers who followed 
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were: Miss Ferguson who taught for two years, and Miss 
Mary Henderson who was there for one and a half years. 
In 1881 Miss Maggie Creighton, of Owen Sound was en
gaged, followed by Mrs. Emma Bull (nee Norton) in 1884, 
and Miss Sarah Creighton of Owen Sound the following 
year. Thomas Gordon was the Inspector. 

The school burned down in 1885. A new red brick school 
was built in 1887. Andrew McGill donated the land on the 
North West corner of Lot 11 . 

Hydro was installed in the school in 1948. In 1953 indoor 
toilets were installed during summer vacation and a radio 
was purchased. 

No history was recorded from 1951 to 1964 when the 
school was closed . 

The new Holland-Chatsworth Central School began oper
ating in January 1965. Pupils were bused from U.S.S. #2 
to the new Central School beginning in September 1965 . 



The old school was sold by auction to Mr. Bender of 
Durham for $1,.700.00. Contents were also sold by auction 
on September 18, 1965. Lawrence Knaggs was the 
auctioneer. 

Following -is a list of the teachers in the new red brick 
school: 
Miss Ella Stewart 
Miss Edith Palmatire 
Miss Kate Andrews 
Mr. John McKinnon 
Mr . Thomas Collison 
Miss Kate Lillie 
Miss Garvie 
Miss Weatherhead 
Miss Brown 
Miss Prentis 
Hugh Collins 
Miss Campbell 
Miss Dungree 
Jean Miller 1941 -42 
Marguerite Clark 1942-45 
Lucy Colgan 1945-48 
Mrs . Merle Jolley 1948-50 
Mrs. Rose McLeod 1950-52 
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Mr. R. J . Wickham 
Mr. William Stuart 
Miss Dunn 
Miss Gally 
Miss Root 
Mr. Tom Bailey 
Miss Givens 
Miss Henry 
Miss E. Shute 
Miss Elsie Mason 1928-32 
Mr. Reginald McKennill 1932-36 
William Anderson 1936-38 
Grace McClelland 1938-41 
Mrs. Mabel Mustard 1952-54 
Mrs . Jean Grahlman 1954-57 
Mrs. Catherine Kuhl 1957-59 
Ken Wells 1959-60 
Alex Beirnes 1960-65 

George Jackson a former pupil or Moggie school, with slates. The large 
one was used by him in 1883 and several years more. The small slate was 
used b)' his daughter Ida, Mrs. Bert Gilbert. 

S.S. #3 HOLLAND 
MOGGIE SCHOOL 

The first Moggie School was a log building constructed 
in 1859 on the south-east corner of the school yard (Lot 55, 
Con. 2). There were no playgrounds in connection with the 
school, and the children played in the field across the road . 
There was a great deal of bush all around. 

A description of the furniture was given by Rev. Robert 
Creighton, of California who lived in this section at one time 
and attended school here. He told of the high seats made 
of split logs smoothed off with the broad axe. They had pegs 
driven into auger holes for legs. There was just a table for 
the teacher and a blackboard. These comprised all the 
furnishings. 

Boards covered the floor and when pencils fell through, 
the children picked them out. When ink bottles froze in the 
winter they often exploded as they thawed and that was the 
end of the ink. Children had to provide their own books, 
and some found it very hard to do so. The children prized 
a new book or even a new lead pencil. They used slates for 
many years , for slate pencils were cheap. 

Some of the early accounts of the school show the great 
variation between modern prices and those of the late 19th 
century. In the year 1884 Richard Waters got 90ct for draw
ing bricks for the school. John Pears was secretary, and 
received $3.00 for a year's salary. In 1886 Charles 
Woinowskj agreed to start the fire daily from January I 
to April I for $1.50. This same year John Shepherd agreed 
to scrub the floor and clean the school for the sum of 50ct. 

In 1885 half an acre of land was purchased from William 
Schwandt and a brick school was built. A number of peo
ple in the section gave free work to build the school. The 
trustees at this time were Elija Eagle, John Blatchford and 
John Pears, secretary-treasurer. The teachers at this time 
were paid from $200.00 to $250.00 a year. 

In the year 1888 Mr. Campbell was the teacher. William 
Loitz put in 10 cord of maple wood for 58ct a cord. 

In 1897 J .E. Spencer was the teacher for an annual salary 
of $240.00 which was to be paid fifty dollars at mid-summer 
and the balance at the end of the year. On Arbour Day 
Mr. Spencer and pupils planted a maple sapling at the gate. 
It is one of the few shade trees remaining. 

In the year 1900 Joseph Kehler was secretary-treasurer. 
The first fence was put around this school by Fred Evers 
for the sum of $20.00. 

Many teachers and pupils have passed through this school. 
At times, crowded conditions forced some of the children 
to sit along the front of the platform. 

There was no well and the children took turns carrying 
water across the road from the spring on the farm which 
Mr. McNeil owned until a well was drilled at the school in 
1922. 
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Moggie School S.S. #3 teachers and pupils 
taken June 21, 1912 

Back ro111 - Fred Routcnburg , Rose Heimbecker. Charles Pears, Russel Jackson, Louise Kehler, Ca rl Heimbecker, Emerson McIntosh , Miss Bertha 
McFadden, teacher 
Second row - Edward Schuknecht , Sara Kehler , Harry Subject , Gordon McIntosh, Archie Castle, Bill Molson , Louis Subject 
Third ro w - Joseph Schrider , Fred Grass ing. Russel Subject, Myrtle Pears, Albert Page, Gilbert Castle, ------, ---·--
Front ro 111 - Mabel Schoph, Albert Routcnburg, Emma Kehler , Herbert Heimbecker, Henry Kehler, Mary Mower, Joseph Jackson 
Coun.:,) of Rm'I Rm,c.: nburg 

Two girls would carry out the duties of caretaker each 
week. They would arrive early and stay late to dust and 
sweep. The boys carried the water. 

On Arbour Day the gi rls, taking pails, soap and floor 
cloth , scrubbed the floor, cleaned the windows and polished 
the stove while the boys carried water, planted trees and 
flowers. The children were not clothed as warmly in those 
days. Many were nearly frozen facing the bitter cold of a 
Canadian winter, and sometimes their lunches froze before 
they reached the school. 

As the years passed, the furniture was improved and 
sanitary conditions were much better with good drinking 
water and facilities for washing . 
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Many students left Moggie to enter different professions. 
Some were soldiers of two World Wars, one lost his life in 
I 942 in Hong Kong. Dr. Ivan Jackson served as missionary 
in Northern Rhodesia. Holland Township's first full time 
clerk-treasurer Arnold Rosenburg was also a graduate of 
Moggie School. 

Mrs. Mina Davidson was the last teacher in 1965. The 
school was sold to Oliver Goslin who used it as an aviary. 
It was burned to the ground during a blizzard at 4 a.m . on 
January 10, 1969. It contained a large number of budgies 
which were all destroyed. A snow plough had to open the 
road for the Markdale Fire Department. Mr. Goslin, owner, 
lived in a nearby trailer house which escaped the flames . 



MOGGIE SCHOOL TEACHERS 

According to records available, Moggie School was built 
in 1859. The teachers were Miss Anderson, and Miss McKay 
and in 1864 - John W. Jackson with attendance of 10. 

Other teachers were: 

ame Year 
Mr. Campbell 1888 

followed by 
Miss Kingsbury 
Mr. Norris 1894 
Mr. J. E. Spencer 1897 
Miss Hawken 1897 
Miss Bertha McFadden 1912 
Mary Bell 1919 
Miss Dorthy Hickling 1923 
Miss Muriel Bull 1924 
Miss Ca1herine Morrison 1928 
Dorthy Hagey 1929 

Mr. Angus Mcln1 osh 
Reg ina ld McFarlane 
Marvin Roberts 
Mrs. Lily Perry 
Amery Shields 
Mr . Warburton 
Mrs . ouller 
June Freeman 
Geraldine Hannah 
June Freeman 
Yvonne Givens 
Mrs. Pa rsons 
Mr. Allan Shaw 
Shirley Davidson 

1929 - 1931 
1932 

followed by 

Mrs. Mina Davidson, the last Moggie teacher, taught for 
twelve years. She had three students who started their public 
school education with her in Grade One, and completed all 
eight grades with her. They were Carol Sobey, Shirley 
Rosenburg and Melville Woods . 

Moggie School, S.S. #3, ovember 12, 1953 

Back row - Shirley Davidson, teacher,------, Lynda Storey, Howard Rosenburg, Robert McNeil, Frank Beirnes, George Newell, musk teacher 
Middle ro w - Eleanor Routenburg , Douglas Jackson, Glen Storey, Sharon McNeil , Joan Winwood, Reverie)' Routenburg 
From row - Janice Beirnes, Murray Walls, Arnold Rosenburg , Marion Rosenburg, Colleen Winwood, Doreen Routenburg, June Woods, John Cook 
C mirtc,) o r Arnold Ro1-cnburg 
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MOGGIE SCHOOL REUNION 
A reunion of teachers and students was held June 16, 1951 

at Moggie School, S.S. No. 3 Holland. The school was one 
of the pioneer seats of learning in this district. From it has 
gone out a steady stream of responsible citizens, as was well 
evidenced by the over 400 who returned for the reunion. 

The event was sponsored by the Moggie Women's In
stitute and local interested citizens, and showed careful and 
extensive planning. A sign in Old English lettering by Bazil 
Kuglin expressed the sentiment of the gathering "Welcome 
to Moggie'' . 

The platform was banked with flowers and decorated with 
yellow and blue crepe paper, a program prepared, as well 
as ball games, races, and pictures on display on the walls 
of the school, were enjoyed. 

Daniel Schwandt of Harcourt was chairman; Wellington 
Beirnes gave the address of welcome. Sylvia Davidson and 
Arthur Routenburg supp_lied music. Mrs. William David
son and Robert Bryson gave humorous readings, duets were 
rendered by Ivan and Phyllis Brown. Guest speaker was 
Dr. MacKinnon Philips, Minister of Health, a former 
physician at Chatsworth. Edward Spears gave impromptu 
speeches. Miss Jessie McIntosh read the history of the two 
schools. Mr. Gamble, a former teacher, recalled happen
ings during his time of office, mostly humorous. Mrs. Ed
ward Beirnes gave a recitation. 

Mrs. Oscar Ossmussin, North Battleford, received the 
prize for coming the farthest distance. The oldest man liv
ing in the community was William Pears. The youngest at
tendents were Mr. and Mrs. John Royal's twin children of 
Collingwood. 

Mrs. Allen Storey, President of the Moggie Women's In
stitute gave the reply on behalf of the school section. 

Rows of tables had been set up and were laden with food 
in the late afternoon. After the supper, socializing and games 
concluded the memorable day. 

Some of the teachers attending were Miss Elizabeth 
Hawken, who taught in 1902-04, Mrs. Mary (Bell) Beirnes, 
Mrs. Lily Perry, Geraldine Hanna and Yvonne Givens . 

U .S.S. #3 EUPHRASIA & HOLLAND 
HARKAWAY SCHOOL 

Before 1874 there was no school here. The children of the 
district attended the Lily Oak School on the Tenth Line of 
Holland . 

The early settlers of this section were chiefly of Irish, 
Scotch, and English nationality. The Section of U.S.S. #3, 
Euphrasia and Holland contained 3500 acres. 

Several of those interested in the building of the first 
school were Mr. Hawkin, Mr. Lyons, Mr. Johnston, 
Mr. Halbert and Mr . Logan. 

The first annual meeting of U .S.S. #3 Holland and 
Euphrasia was January 15, 1876. Present in order mentioned 
were: 
Robert Neeley G. H . Bonnell Henry Bonnell 
H . V. Bonnell John Burnside Hugh Smith 
David Clarke John Murdock John Bonnell 
Thomas Neeley Oliver Torkington Robert Johnston 

At this meeting they procured a one-half acre of land from 
H.V. Bonnell for $20.00. 

Old School at Harkaway 
Courtesy of Luxton Barry 

Shortly afterwards a small frame building, approximate
ly 25 feet by 35 feet was erected, with three windows on each 
side. The building was painted red. In the interior were four 
rows of desks with a box stove at one side. Blackboards were 
painted on the plaster across the front of the room . 

The name "Harkaway" was given to the school by the 
Bonnell family who were living on the farm later owned by 
Charles Thompson. 

The second meeting was held July 29, 1876, at the 
schoolhouse at 7 p.m. At this meeting they decided to have 
the school painted and that there be no more school for the 
remainder of the year. Miss Maggie Torrie was paid $40.00 
teacher's salary. The job of supplying hardwood for school 
purposes was let by public tender, the wood to be delivered 
on the school grounds. Johnston Brothers agreed to furnish 
fifteen cords of good wood at 40 cents a cord. Robert Neeley 
agreed to furnish one cord of cedar for 90 cents. 

In 1909 the old school was torn down and a brick school 
erected in its place. Men of the section helped draw gravel 
and bricks. The builder was Mr. Martin . 



Harkaway School, 1906 

Back row - Ethel Carbert, Bob Page, Lloyde Mclaughin, Maggie Johnston, Harry Middleton, Marie Williamson, Fred Halbert, Lula Elliott, 
Syd Hawken 
Third Row - Bill Ceaser, Jim Williamson, Harry Hawken, Wm . Halbert 
Second Row - Lillian Elliott, Hazel Steer, Roy Lyons, Jean Murdock, Angus Torrie, Marabel Halbert, Roy Rae, Mame Smith, Cecil Carbert, 
Violet Wylie, Clarence Wylie, Verna Steer, Perly Hawken 
Front row - Archie Carbert, Date Torrie, Jack Smith, Del Rae, Norman Wylie , Beaulah Steer, Bob Elliott, Bob Murdock, Edith Coleman, Melvin Steer 
Courtesy o r Luxon Ba rry 

The desks and bell from the old school were used in the 
new brick building . A furnace was installed to heat the new 
school. 

During 1923 the heating pipes and cold air registers were 
improved, and outdoor toilets were built. 

While Miss Burrel was teaching in this section a "Bee" 
was held to improve the grounds . Paths were built up and 
flower beds planted . 

In 1931 land was bought from Charles Thompson to 
enlarge the school grounds. A new wire fence was built. A 
few years later new trees were planted. 

A school garden and hot lunches were carried on between 
the years 1931 and 1935. A coal-oil stove was used to prepare 
the hot lunches. After 1935 these features were discontinued . 

New window blinds were purchased in 1940. 

The pupils from this school took part in the Music 
Festival at Owen Sound in the years 1938, 1939 and 1941. 

In the spring of 1942 a new flag pole was erected, a new 
flag bought and the posts and gates painted. 

Twenty single desks were purchased from Toronto Nor
mal School and installed in December 1944. They were 
second-hand desks. Seven of the old desks remained. 
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During the summer of 1949 the school was painted both 
inside and out. Inside walls were a pale green while the 
woodwork was a dark brown. 

Indoor lavatories were built in the school in 1950. 

Shortly before Easter, 1951, the school board purchased 
a new piano for the school. This proved to be a great asset 
in the teaching of music , and increased the interest of the 
pupils in the annual Festival of Music. 

During the summer holidays of 1951 the hydro was 
installed. 

During the Christmas holidays of 1953, the desks were 

unscrewed from the floor and nailed onto slats so they could 
be moved around. 

An electric radio was purchased by the children in 1954 
from their funds of 1953 and 1954. 

In September 1955, new green chalk boards were pur
chased. 

In October 1956, the well for water supply was drilled . 

A card table and four folding chairs were purchased by 
the children in January 1958 from the Christmas funds of 
1957 . The pupils took part in Owen Sound Festival of Music 
in May, 1959 and 1960. Mrs. Kirk was the teacher. 

U .S.S. #3, Harkaway 1939 
Back ro w - Lorne Thompson, Luxton Barry, Laverne Lyons, Evelyn Harper , teacher , Ruby Tebbutl, Helen Hawken , Lulu Lyons 
Middle row - Les Boyes, Audrey Lyons, Doris Mcinnis, Et hna Halbert , Isabel Carbert, Nelson Carbert 
Fron! row - Roy Hawken , Billie Johnston, Harry Carbert, Reg Carbert , Don Smith, Garnet Mcinnis 
Coun r,y of Lu ,1on Barry 



TEACHERS AT HARKAWAY SCHOOL 
1876-77 and 1882 - Maggie Torrie 
1882 - Mr . Bruse • 
1883 - Marian E. Moore 
1885 - Miss Maggie Locke 
1887 - E. E. Norton 
1888 - Emma Wright 
1890 - R. J. Cummingham 
1892 - D. B. Neeley 
1892 - A. W . Norris and A. E. Hood 
1893 - Miss Maud Kellie a nd 

Miss Maggie Pearson 
1894 - Ester Badjerow 
1923 - Miss F. Frizzell , Miss Curry 
1924 - Miss Curry, Miss Moore 
1925-27 - Miss Moore 
1927-28 - Miss Parker 

1928 - Miss Sing, Miss Morrison 
1930-34 - Miss Morrison 
1934-36 - Miss Laycock 
1936-37 - Miss Bannon 
1938-39 - Miss Harper 
1940 - Miss Heard 
1941 -46 - Miss McCurdy, 

Miss Campbell 
1947 - Ruth Wakefield 
1950 - Mrs. Effie Akroyd 
195 1 - Miss Cramp 
1952-53 - Miss Menary 
1954 - Howard Guse 
1955 - Lee Brady and L. Smith 
1956 - Miss J . Galbraith 
1959 - Mrs. Kirk 

Other teachers mentioned were: 

Mr. Carbert 
Mr. Bains 
M. McCan n 
Mr. Davies 
Mr. Bachelor 

M. L. Michael 
M. Byers 
Miss Taylor 
E. M. McIntyre 
McAuslin 

Teachers of the Brick School have been: Misses L. Scott, 
Shaughnessy, Mac Gregor, F. Callahan, L. Ferguson, Bur
rel, E. Campbell, M. Reynolds, K. Mac Millan, Shepherd
son, Henry Livingstone, Pringle, Frizzel, M. Curry, L. 
Moore, M . Parker, A.J. Sing, K. Morrison, K. Bannon, E. 
Harper, 0. Hurd, and Mrs. Jean Thompson. 

Other teachers were: Miss Galbraith 1960-61, Helen 
Wright 1961-62, Alex Beirnes 1962-63, Mrs. Harold Thomp
son 1963-65, and Mrs. Arthur McVittie 1965-67, when the 
school was closed. The school is now a dwelling owned by 
Ron Furness. 

Inspectors of this school have been: Mr. Huff, S.A. Mor
rison and L.L. Sinclair. 

Dr. R.L. Carefoot was Medical Officer of Health for most 
of the schools in the area. He visited each school to vac
cinate against measles, polio and whooping cough and 
sometimes he checked eyes and ears. 

SCHOOL BOARD 
Year Chairman 
1934 William Halbert 
1935 A . Barry 
1936 R. Rae 
1937 C. Carbert 
1938 C. Carbert 
1939 Lloyd Lyons 
1940 J . Smith 
1941 C. Carbert 
1942 Lloyd Lyons , 
1943 J . Hawken 
1944 G. Moore 
1945 J . Mcinnes 
1946 J . Hawken 
1947 G. Moore 
1948 J. Mcinnes 
1949 J . Smith 
1950 R. Rae 
1951 Wm. Halbert 
1952 J . Smith 
1953 R. Rae 
1954 Wm . Halbert 
1955 Harold Thompson 
1956 Roy Rae 
1957 Leslie Hawken 
1958 Harold Thompson 

W. J. Lyons was Secretary-Treasurer from 1934 - 1939 
Mrs. L. McLaughlin was Secretary-Treasurer from 1939 - 1943 
Cecil Carbert was Secretary-Treasurer from 1943 - 1958. 

U.S.S. NO. 3 
HOLLAND AND SULLIVAN 

WILLIAMS FORD 

The first school in Williamsford was held in 1859 in the 
Orange Hall on the corner of Centre St. and No. 6 Highway. 

U.S.S. No . 3 Holland and Sullivan was erected at the 
north end of Williamsford, on the west side of Highway 6 
in Sullivan Township in the year 1887. Before the new school 
was built, the children from the south end of the village went 
to the Red Brick School known as U.S.S. No. 4 Holland 
and Sullivan. The children who lived north of the river went 
to Shiloh, also known as U.S.S. No . 2 Holland and Sullivan. 
The children now attend Sullivan Central School, Desboro, 
opened December 18, 1967 . 

The attendance at Williamsford was the largest in the com
munity, serving both the village and surrounding district. 
The teacher 's salary for teaching eight grades with an at
tendance of 30 to 40 pupils was at one time $250.00 a year 
while board cost $30.00 per year. 

The school was sold in 1967 to Norman Moore and rented 
by Jurgen Stock, of Stocks Wooden Toys, as a workshop. 
The building was again sold in 1970 to Mr. Bristow, and 
again in May 1972 to Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Monaghan. The lat
ter converted the school into a residence. 

Some of the teachers were: 

James Anthony 
M. J. McClure 
Belle McCormack 
M. J . McClure 
Thomas Firth 
N. A . Markle 
Miss Banes 
J . A . McKinnon 
Miss Honar 
Miss McGill 
R. Ganis 
Miss. E . C . Johnston 
Joyce Mortley 

188 · 1893 
1893 - 1894 
1894 - 1895 
1895 - 1901 
1901 - 1902 
1902 - 1903 
1903 - 1904 
1904 - 1905 
1906 - 1907 
1907 - 1908 
1908 · 1909 
1914 

Miss Caldwell 1918 - 1919 
Mr. Wickham 1919 - 1920 
Miss E . Gardiner 1920 - 1921 
Miss E. Armstrong 1921 - 1922 
F. M. Halliday 1922 - 1923 
Miss Annie Bell I 923 - 1929 
Campbell McClean 1929 - 1940 
Marshall Stevens 1940 - 1956 
Mr. Hawkins (Sept. - Dec.)1956 
Mrs. H . Weirmier 
(Jan. - April) 1957 - 1958 
Mrs. Banks (April - June)l958 
Mr . Dowd! 1958 - 1959 
John Rier 1959 - 1963 
Richard Hoskins 1963 - 1964 
Mrs. Marjorie Woods 1964 - 1967 
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Williamsford Public School U.S.S. No. 3 about 1928 
Back row - Elsie Tribble and Annie Bell , Teacher 
2nd row from back - Esther Rosman, Mary Graham, Vera Krause, Reta Hodgson, Russel Tribble, Mark Hodgson, Nelson Harnack , Wilmer Nuhn 
3rd row - Dolly Tribble, Ella Mitchel , Olive Lipskie, Elsie Douglas, Lenore Hodgson, James Tribble, Melville Harnack, Lotlie Graham, Betty 
Meyers, Carl Meyers 
Front row - Bruce Mitchel, Margaret Hefl , ---- Heft, Bruce Wilson, Howard Woinowski, Agnes Heft , Elmer Harnack, Ray Jackson,---- Woinowski, 
Russel Harnack, ---- Woinowski. 
Counc-.y o f Wilmer Nuhn 

Holland-Chatsworth Central School 



Williamsford School U.S.S. #14, 1930 
Fron/ row - Johnnie McLeod, Bruce Mitchell, Leonard Nuhn, Howard Woinoski 
2nd row - Ray Jackson, Russell Harnack, Earl Haggie, Kenneth Woods, Elmer Harnack, Cleland uhn, Gordon Haggie, Russell Woinoski. 
Orval Heimbecker 
3rd row- Clarence Nuhn, Charlie Krause, Violet Speckt, Dorothy Woinoski, Ruth Woinoski, Ida Perrin, Irene Boldt, Bruce Wilson, James Mitchell 
Back row - Cam McLean (teacher), Cameron Woods, Melville Harnack, Esther Rossman , Etta Mitchell , Mary Heimbecker, Esther Woods, Olive 
Lipskie, Elsie Douglad, Marion Stewart, Dorothy Nuhn, Audry Nuhn 
Courtesy o f Mrs. Marion Sutherland 

S.S. NO. 4 HOLLAND 

S.S. No. 4 Holland was built about the year 1855. It was 
situated on the right hand corner of Highway No. 10, on 
20 Sideroad. This building was also used for church services 
on Sundays. 

The first teacher to teach in the school was Miss Norton, 
then Mrs. Williams and Carson Price. The land on which 
the school was built was owned by the government. Some 
of the early trustees were James Hare, James Kennifick, An
thony Shute and Thomas Fowell. 

In 1868 a new building of rough cast was erected on land 
then owned by Mr. Farley on Twenty Sideroad east of High
way No. 10. In 1901 the building was remodelled . In 1947 
insul brick replaced the brick veneer. 

TEACHERS 

1868 
1869 - 1870 
1871 

Miss MacMillan 
Jack Bruce 
Miss Welsh 
Miss Alma Horton 
Miss Eva Bonomhumer 
Miss Mafra Campbell 
Miss Ethel Bye 
Mi ss Thompson 
Miss Keller 
Miss Henry 

1882 - 1883 
1884 - 1886 
1886 - 1887 
1888 - 1889 
1893 
1901 - 1902 
1909 
1910 - 1912 

Mi ss McKay 1913 
Wm . Gordon 1914 - 191 5 
Miss Rice 1916 
M iss Gilli land 1917 - 1918 
Miss McNab 1919 - 1920 
Mrs. Tupper 1921 - 1926 
Miss Christena Sutherland 1927 - 1928 
Mi ss Violet Gardiner 1929 - 1932 
Miss Elsie Murray 1932 - 1939 
Mr . Ross Meyrick 1939 - 1940 
Mi ss Flossie Ho dgkinson 1940 - 1943 
Mrs. N. Taylor 1944 
Miss Anna Hoffman 1945 - 1948 
Mr . Wallace Bennet 1948 - 1949 
Miss Dawn Howey 1949 - 1951 
Mrs. Anna Hamilton 1951 - 1952 

Mr. Wm. Scollen 
Miss S. Williscrof1 
Joseph Sullivan 
James Shute 
Miss Sarah Hare 
Miss Elizabeth Williscrof1 
Miss Maria Sprague 
Miss Squi re 

1872 - 1873 
1874 
1875 - 1877 
1878 - 1879 
1880 - 1881 

Teachers who graduated from this school were Minnie 
Downey 1896, Lottie Silverlock 1915, Mary Kennifick, 
Kathleen Craven, Yvonne Givens, Doris Craven, and 
Geraldine Hanna. 
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Doctors: Homer Bull, 1926 

Nurses: Joy Hanna, and Jean Irwin, 1943. 

O.A.C. Guelph: Mel Hanna 1942, and Harold Hanna, 
B.S.A. 1950. 

Stenographers: Mary Farley, Ruby Givens, Reta Kenni
fick, Isabelle Buchanan, Beth Buchanan, 
Eunice Givens, Eileen Kennifick, Doreen 
Buchanan, Angela Kennifick. 

On May 8, 1952 the School Board met and decided to 
close S.S. No. 4. There were extensive repairs necessary to 
the porch, toilets, and body of the school itself. The Inspec
tor L. L. Sinclair, refused to give his approval to any repairs 
and, without that, there was no grant. 

The children were transported by bus to Chatsworth, at 
a cost not to exceed $35.00 per pupil, including books and 
dental care. There was approximately 58% grant on cost 
of education and transportation. The trustees wrote: 

"We do not like the idea of our children being taken 
out of the area, but in the interest of the children and 
the ratepayers the trustees thought it the best thing to 
do. When an ungraded school gets an attendance of 
thirty or less it is nearly impossible to get a teacher 
for that school." 

S.S. #4; built in 1901 

Lef1 ar back - Violet Gardiner, teacher 1929-32 
Back row - Jean Irwin , Joy Hanna, Mary Kenefick, Isabel Givens, 

Reta Kenefick, Reta Woyce, Mary Kenefick 
From row - Rose Givens, Florence Moore, Kathleen Kenefick 
Courtcw o f Mr,; ~ Reta Arms1rong 

S.S. No. 4 Holland in the early days had no belfry, and 
pupils were called into class by a hand bell. Ratepayers in 
the section decided a belfry and large school bell were 
needed, so they held a box-social to raise money. The teacher 
was Beatrice Thompson later Mrs. Elmer Murray now 
buried in Temple Hill Cemetery. 
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Teachers went home for lunch when possible. Pupils at 
noon hour used to put a chair on top of the teacher's desk 
and crawl through the manhole into the attic to smoke. One 
day Stewart McDonald slipped off the joist and made holes 
in the ceiling. A story was made up that they went up to 
repair the bell rope, and to authenticize the story, cut the 
bell rope with a knife then tied it. 

U.S.S. #4 HOLLAND AND SULLIVAN 
THE RED BRICK SCHOOL 

U.S.S. No. 4 Holland and Sullivan started as a log or 
frame building on the property donated by Joseph Byers 
prior to 1859, to accommodate children as far south as Dor
noch and as far north as Williamsford. The first school was 
replaced by the Red Brick School about 1872. It was a small 
building and the bricks were made on Mr. Batchford's farm, 
part of lot 24, concession 1, east of the Garafraxa Road, 
by a Mr. Pritchard. 

At a later date the school was enlarged. While the addi
tion was being built, classes were held in a small barn across 
the road. 

In 1883 enough land for a playground was purchased for 
$30.00. 

In 1917 Samuel Byers, then owner of the farm, gave some 
land to the highway when it was widened. The playground 
was enlarged on the opposite side of the school, and the 
highway department in return, enclosed the yard with a new 
fence . The deeds are still treasured possessions of the Byers 
family. 

Before the Williamsford School was built in 1887, the 
Brick School's long desks and benches were occupied by as 
many as 50 to 60 children at a time. The teacher's salary 
was $300.00 a year and duties included lighting the fire every 
school day morning. The girls did the daily sweeping, and 
the boys brought in the wood from the shed at the front 
of the school and carried the water from a nearby dug well. 

On the last day of school, when the tests were all written, 
the boys heated water in a sugar kettle, and the girls scrubbed 
the benches, desks and floor. 

In the afternoon the parents came to hear the singing, 
recitations, spelling and geography matches. The afternoon 
ended with a sumptuous supper, under the guidance of 
Mrs. Davey another early settler. 



U .S.S. No. 4 Holland and Sullivan Red Brick School 
Built 1872, replacing log school prior to 1859 

When slates and slate pencils became obsolete, new books 
and pencils were provided . New double and individual desks 
were bought and the school interior improved. 

In 1959 the Red Brick School was closed and replaced by 
a new school built a short distance directly south at a cost 
of $16,700.00. The Red Brick interior took on a new look 
when the school was purchased by Ralph Miller for a small 
engine business. In 1973 Stephen Warwick Sr., purchased 
the business. After his death in 1974, the work was carried 
on by Stephen Warwick Jr. 

In 1980 the school became a residence for Fred Miller. 
The new school built in 1959 was closed in 1967 and later 
became a residence. 

David Crozier was secretary-treasurer for 33 years until 
his death on January I, I 927. He was followed by James 
Byers, Nelson Davey, and Walter Winch. Some of the 
trustees since 1900: 

',amuel Byers 
Wilham Henry Davey 
\ndrc" l' ri1c hard 
'>co11y Robenson 
I aco b Sc hopf 

C har le, Mu11el 
Charles Schildro1h 
S1ewan Byers 
/\n hur Mc ln1mh 

Wi ll iam I each 
Wi ll iam D avic.J...011 
Douglas Rohen""' 
Ku,-.,cl M1.:Crat:k.c11 

Teachers fro m a round year 1900 to 1967: 

.\ngu, Mel 111mh 
\1"' While 
Mr. McCa ll um 
Ml\s l'Clly 

M "' Ingerso l 
Ml\s Wrigh l 

Mi" llarhour 
Mi" Oldlord 
Miv .. Pap,or1, 
Min a C ra ng 
Syh il I a urcncc 
h i her M c{ 'lea n 

Kalhlccn S111i1h 
Rmc Mc< "lcllaml 
M arjor ie Wood.., 
I lca l her .I ;u..: 1-. \O Ii 

Jea n S10 11i1 011,c..: 
.J c.:,,ic Murlk} 

Miss Pendergas1 
Miss Topliffe 
Mi ss Richardson 
Miss Frook 

Eva McClean 
Leota M c utcheon 
Eva Marsha ll 

Verna Malu ske 
Jean Walker 
Mi ss H odgkin so n 
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#5 Crawfords 1958 
Back row - Alex Beirnes (leacher), Heather Cherry, Marilyn Cherry, Billie Middleton, Jerome Eastman 
Middle row - Judy Cherry, Donna Robinson, Sandra Howey, Judy Flynn, Lynda Loney, Lynda Robinson 
Front row - Dennis Ransom, Michael Howey, Paul Stafford, Bruce Robinson 
Courtesy of Anna Stafford 



S.S. #5 HOLLAND 
CRA WFORD'S SCHOOL 

School Section No. 5 was located on the Toronto-Sydenham 
Road, including the area north from Berkeley about three 
miles, and about the same distance east and west. The first 
school built in this section was not on the sight of the pre
sent school but on Lot 50, first concession west of the 
Toronto-Sydenham Road, about one-quarter mile south of 
the present site. It was probably erected about 1857 - 1860. 
A new one was built later one-quarter mile north on the same 
concess.ion . The school is now used as a home . 

The first school was built of hand-hewn logs and con
tained very little furniture. The benches were handmade and 
the desks built around the walls so the pupils sat facing the 
wall. 

The teacher's original slant top desk was used in the new 
school and later used as a bookcase. The teacher's chair was 
a block of cedar. There was no library, and only a few maps. 
Later a section of plaster was painted to serve as a black
board. The school was heated by a box stove. 

In 1864, Mrs. Minerva Smith was the teacher in th log 
school. The average attendance for the first six months was 
17 as recorded in the W.W. Smith Directory. 

The new school was thirty-six feet long and twenty-four 
feet wide with three windows on each side and two on the 
east end. It was a frame structure covered with asbestos 
shingles and heated by a box stove. Double seats were 
bought, and single ones added later. 

In 1933 an additional quarter acre of land was purchased 
for a school garden and playground. This was the first year 
agriculture was taught. 

In December 22, 1943 the pupils, under the direction of 
their teacher Mrs. Vesta Colgan, presented a concert in 
Berkeley Orange Hall followed by a dance. Tickets were sold 
on a cake donated by Mrs. Earl Hannah. Money was sent 
to the British War Victims' Fund and also used to send 
cigarettes to the boys overseas from this school section. 
Donations were sent to Junior Red Cross and Navy League . 

The boys and girls continued to help the war effort dur
ing 1944 and 1945 by making a quilt and selling tickets and 
also by collecting milkweed. The money was sent to Berkeley 
Patriotic Society, Junior Red Cross, Milk for Britain Fund, 
and the Navy League. 

S.S. NO. 6 SEVENTY SCHOOL 

• 

Top row - John Clark, Mary Foy , Jim Walker, Mary Abbott , E,·erett Rilchie, Edna Rilchie, George Clark , Ellen Bradley, Milton Gillespie, Hannah 
Milchell, Arthur Bradley 
2nd row - Dela Ritchie , Lula Rit chie , Red Pallaster, Rossie Price, John Walker, Irene Foy, Morval Rowe, Karie Dodds, May Brad le) . Mar~· 
Ritchie, Tommy Wright 
3rd row - Rex Bradley, Harold Gillespie, Hazel Walker, Wilfred Fawcett, Clara Rowe, Gertie Bradley, Clarence ummers. Fern Spears. William 
Dodds, Sadie Summers, Angela Foy 
41h row - Gordon Summers, Hilliard Clark, Russell McCann, Hes ler Bradley, Lillian Hannah , Frank Walker, Gertie Rowe, Lucas Summers, 
Hazel Wright, George Bennett , Alice Leckie, Page Bradley 
Bollom row - Annie Foy, Blanche ummers, Reta Hannah , Mamie Mitchell, Emily Walters , Harlie Spears. Charlotte Bennett, Beatrke Clark, 
Gertie Wright, Stewart Bennett 
Counesy of Stewart Bcnne11 
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S.S. No . 6 Holland was established about 1852. About 
the year 1862 a tax was levied on the residents of the school 
section. Pupils attending were expected to provide fuel for 
heating. 

The log building served the community both as a church 
and school, the site being used as a cemetery as well. 

In 1874 a half acre of land was secured and later in 1927 
increased to one acre and a half. The evergreens that are 
still standing there today (1982) were planted in l930. In
door closets were built in the porch in 1941. 

The Department of Agriculture started a contest to im
prove school grounds in June of 1947. Five Holland schools 
were entered, although Seventy School came in fifth. They 
had removed the old fence on the west and south, and fifty 
new evergreens were planted. The woodshed at the front was 
rebuilt on a cement foundation at the back of the school 
and covered with red brick siding to match the rest of the 
school. The windows were painted white and the shingles 
stained green. New blinds were put on the windows and six 
new movable seats replaced the old double ones. 

During the summer of 1949 the school was redecorated 
and a fence erected along tpe highway. New bookshelves 
were installed. In 1952 hydro came to this school and in 1953 
a radio was bought from money made at their Christmas 
concert. 

The Senior pupils took part in reforesting the Marsh farm, 
Lot 57, Concession 2. Five thousand trees were planted. The 
county council gave each participating school a ball and bat. 

Pranks were not uncommon. One time a teacher found 
a small ground hog in her desk that no one knew anything 
about. Another time the children turned the bell over and 
when the teacher went up on the roof to fix it, they removed 
the ladder resulting in the teacher falling off the roof and 
breaking a leg. 

The school was closed, the children were sent to Markdale 
and Chatsworth schools and later to the new Holland
Chatsworth Central school. 

The school is still in use as a very attractive home. 

S.S. No. 6 Holland, About 1889 
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S.S. NO. 7 
HOLLAND CENTRE SCHOOL 

The old rough-cast school house was situated nearer the 
corner, and back further from the road, than the present 
school. James P. Hare taught in the old school before the 
new one was built. 

Alex Armstrong and a Mr . Brigham were the first teachers 
in the new school. 

From 1884 - 1890 the following teachers had been engaged: 

Miv•~ M oore* 
Mi ss Came ro n 
Mi ss Torree 
Mi ss McDonald 
Mi ss Armstrong 
• While Miss Moore taught , there were c ighl y pupils in the role. 

From 1890 - 1896 
Mr . Fri zzle 
Mr. Ferguson 
M rs . Bally 
Miss Leason 

From 1896 - 1899 
Mr . Lutlc 

1899 - 1911 
Mr. Hanna 1899 - 1906 
Mr . Eggleston (Jan. - June) l906 
Miss Travers (Sept. - Dee .)1906 
Mr. Cree (Jan. - June) 1907 
Miss M. Hughes 1907 - 191 I 

In the year 1910 the interior of the school was complete
ly renovated . 

TEACHERS 
Miss Hu11on 1911 - 1913 
Mr. Newman 1913 - 1914 
Mi ss E. Dobie 1914 - 19 15 
Mi ss M . Mai1l and 191 5 - 19 17 
Mi ss A . Armstro ng 19 17 - 19 18 
Mr . W. Gordon 191 8 - 1925 
Mi ss Passmore I 925 - I 926 
Miss Parlow I 926 - I 928 
Mi" ll . Sinclair 1928 - 193 1 
Mi" V. Tcnnanl 193 1 - 1934 
Mr. C. llrown 1934 - 1936 
Mr . R. MrKcnnill 1936 - 1940 
Mi" H . Fletcher 1941 - 1943 
Mi" .I . G . Vcss ic 1943 - 1946 
Mi.ss F. Thibaudeau 1946 - 1947 
Mr. ))on E. Ra y 1947 - 1956 
l'nllowl'd hy Cath y Ba1 1cr111a11 . !\nna I lamilton and M r:\. l:l..,j(' Coo J.., who taught 
until the '\d1nol wa.., do..,cd . 
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Pupils and teacher S.S. No. 7 school west of Holland Centre 1965 
Back row - Royden Croft, Dave Limebeer, Bill Fee, Ronald Way, Carl Monaghan, oreen Shaw , Mrs. Anna Hamilton , teacher , Sharon Rae 
Second row - Terry Mitchell , Wayne Callahan , Ricky Mitchell , Rhoda Kirktown , Stanley uhn 
Third row - Rolley Holley, Marilyn Mitchell , Jim Jackson, Barbara Jackson, Lyal Rae , John Stefflar, Bonnie Jean Cameron , Viola Armstrong, 
Bonnie Kirklown , Joyce Limebeer 
Fourth row - Angus Armstrong, Jack Ray, Dean McKinnet, Lynda Armstrong 
Front row - Donna McCrae, ---- Ray, Patsy Hiembecker, Audrey Dixon, Robert Wheildon , Sharon Callahan, Donelda Kirktown, Maxine Mitchell, 
Janice Nuhn, Marilyn •'ee, Lynda Lou Way. 
Courtc-.y o f Wilmer Nuhn 

U.S.S. #8 HOLLAND & SYDENHAM 
STRATHAVEN 

At a school meeting in Strathaven on December 28, 1887, 
a motion was made that a frame school be built. At a later 
meeting it was decided that the site for the school be on 
Lot 2 Concession 9. George Murray's tender for the building 
was accepted for the sum of $425. A picket fence was erected 
around the grounds by J . Thomas for $53 .00, and the first 
school shed was built in July, 1889. The brick for the school 
was laid by Joseph Dennison in the year 1899 for the sum 
of $88.00. A new sink was placed in the school in 1907 but 
the water was not put in until 1915 when it was piped there 
by J.W. Long from a spring on Malcolm Mustard's farm 
(Lot 4 Con 9). A flag pole was erected in 1908 . It had been 
purchased from John Henry and dressed and painted by 
A. Morrison. In 1917 the old flag was removed and replaced 
by a new one donated by Gilbert Morrison. Indoor toilets 
were installed in 1935, the hydro in 1953. 

On May 15, 1936, the teacher and pupils planted seventy 
trees, butternut and white spruce . On May 12, 1937 , the 
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teacher and pupils again planted a number of young trees 
- butternut, spruce, oak and maple in honour of the cor
onation of King George VI which took place that day. Owing 
to severe dry weather, the young trees planted in 1936 all 
perished except one butternut. Later there were no survivors. 
Other plantings followed in later years with no success. 

The Gideon Organization of Canada presented the school 
with twenty Gideon Bibles on June 5, 1941. 

After winning first prize for marching for three con
secutive years at the Holland School Fair, the school received 
a shield . Miss A. Harrow was the teacher at the time, and 
on Dec. 17, 1919, a fowl supper was held in honour of the 
occasion. In 1928 the school . .won second prize and was given 
the opportunity of marching at the County School Fair in 
Markdale in 1929 and in Meaford in 1930. In 1945 Hazel 
and Grace Ramage each received a first prize for singing 
at the Music Festival in Owen Sound. In 1946, 48 and 49 
the school choir earned first prize. 



Courtesy of Sharon Hibma 

Strathaven U.S.S. No. 8, Holland and Sydenham, prior to 1900 
Man back left - Mr. Thos Anderson 

The first teacher in Strathaven School was R.J . Torrie . 
His salary was $300 per year. He was followed by A. 
Mcinnis 1889. 
George Reid 
James Hammel 
Miss Brown 
Ida Bell 
T. R. Day 
Bert hat ham an a 

Miss McCormick 
Miss McEachern 
J . M . Davey 
Margaret Taylor 
Miss A. C. McKenzie 
Miss P. B. Maxwell 

1890 
189 1 
1892 
1897 
1898 

1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1908 
1908-09 

Miss M. McQueen 
Irene Dowd 
Grace Henry 
Mi s A. Harrow 
Mi s Irvi ng 

Miss M. Peresian 

Jean Fraser 
orval Woods 

Irene Foster 
Elma Stewart 

1913 
1914 
1915- 17 
1917-19 
Sept. 1919 -
Easter 1920 
Easter to 
June / 20 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 

J ean Day 
Irene Dowd 
Vi ll a McNally 
Mary Leask 
Mabel Curr ie 
Jean light 
Harold Black 
Christena McGregor 
Eleanor Gonder 
Mrs. Mabel Mustard 
Mrs . Doreen Mustard 
Mrs. Jean E . Mustard 
Mrs. Mary E. Mu tard 

1910 
1911 
1925 
1926-28 
1928-33 
1933-35 
I 935-38 
1938-39 
1939-42 
1942-47 
I 947-48 
1948-51 
1951-65 

Cora Sutherland, 
Maisie Brown 1924 
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Strathaven U.S.S. No. 8, Holland and Sydenham 
Front row, left to righl - Ruth Ceaser , David Ceaser, Eileen Mustard, Steven McKessock, Larry Ramage 
Centre ro w - Allan Ceaser, Stanley Ceaser, Donna Mustard , Ruth Torrie, Ken Anderson 
Back row - Mrs. Louis Mustard (teacher), Wanda Ramage, Shirley Morrison , Norma Torrie, Donald Mustard , Laura Anderson 
Court c,y o f Mrs. R. McKc~sock 
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S.S. #9 SCHOOL 
LILY OAK 

In 1879, the present school house was built. The School 
section comprises approximately five square miles . It 
stretches from the town line of Euphrasia to the tenth of 
Holland and from 60 Sideroad to 30 Sideroad. 

The first settlers in the section were of English and Scot
tish descent. Four of the first names in the section were 
Norton, Young, Clark, Johnstone. 

William Norton took the contract for three hundred 
dollars and the school was built by a Mr. Brown and Dave 
Connell. The school received its name from a post office 
called Lily Oak, which was just across from the school. The 
postmaster was James Bruce, and he was one of the first 
trustees of the new school. The board was headed by William 
Norton with James Bruce and Thomas Young serving as 
trustees. 

The original building was 24 feet by 30 feet. It was covered 
with roughcast and stood on a stone foundation. The school 
was equipped with fifteen large, double desks. Miss Fanny 
Henderson, an Arnott girl, was the first teacher. She taught 
reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic. 

Courtesy or Ina Whi tten 

School #9 Lily Oak 
Emma Dennison, Margarite Young, Mary Woyce, Wilfred Dennison, 

Harry Young 

In 1910, a porch was built to the west end of the school. 
The original school was white in colour, and did not become 
the "Little Red School-House" until I 947 when the school 
was covered with imitation red brick. 

The school was heated by a large, wood-burning stove, 
situated at the back of the room. In 1949, new stove pipes 
and blinds replaced the old ones . 

School #9 Lily Oak February 1923 
Emma Dennison, Mary Woyce, Marguerite Young, Dave Connell, Harry 
Young, Lorne Connell, Jack Young 
Counc'iy of Ina Whiuen 

Two large maple trees stood in the schoolyard, one at the 
East and one at the West. A row of evergreen trees was 
planted along the South side. The outdoor toilets used to 
stand in the South-east corner, but these were replaced by 
indoor toilets in 1942. A flag-pole was erected along the West 
fence and the flag was raised at different times to observe 
holidays. 

In 1919, Miss Helen Hurd taught in this school. After
wards she worked as a missionary for twenty years in Japan, 
serving under the Women's Missionary Society of the United 
Church. In 1942, she was working among the Japanese in 
British Columbia. Miss Isobel McMullen who taught in this 
school from 1936 to 1939 later taught at S.S. No. 5 Holland. 
In 1950, with her husband, Horace Braden, former pastor 
of the Holland Centre charge, she sailed to Ethiopia to begin 
missionary work among the natives. 

Six students who attended this school served in the Cana
dian Army during the Second World War. These were Alvin 
Young, Austin Young, George Young, Les Young, Jack 
Young and Laverne Connell. 

In 1946 Lily Oak School joined the Holland Township 
School Area. A music supervisor, Mrs . Alan McMicking, 
and an art supervisor, Mr. John Rae , taught these subjects 
in school. Once a. month visual education was added to the 
classes. Dave Anderson showed educational pictures on his 
projector. 
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A former student, Alex Trafford, attended college in Los 
Angeles and was a minister in the Four Square Church. In 
1949 as a member of a quartette Alex toured the U .S.A. 
and Canada. 

On Arbour Day May 5, 1950, four trees were planted 
along the north fence and a ball screen. was erected in the 
North-East corner of the playground. On May I, I 950, 
Dr. Baxendale made a dental inspection. 

Hydro was installed in the school during the summer holi
days of I 952 and the lights were turned on for the first time 
on Friday, September 5. Trees were planted along the north 
fence. 

Swings were erected during the summer of 1954 and 
screens were put on two windows. A new pump was put in, 
in the fall of 1954. 

Some of the caretakers since 1920 were Thomas Young, 
Tom Dennison, Earl Semple and Mary Semple. The well 
was drilled in 1930. Douglas Standing, a school teacher in 
Toronto, uses the school for a summer residence. 

Teachers prior to 1920 were: 
Charlott e Porter 
Nettie Shier 
Fern Watson 
Margaret Neeley 
Miss Kelly 

Miss Whitfield 
Mr. Brown 
Mr. Schildroth 
Sarah Sands 
Miss McFadden 

TEACHERS IN LILY OAK SCHOOL FROM 1923-39 

1923 - Sept. 
1923 - Jan . 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
19)5 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1941 
1942 
1943 - May 
1943 
1944 - Sept. 

Oct. 
1945 - Sept. 

Miss Mae E. Smith 
Miss W . A. Gerhart, Huntsville 
Miss Mae E . Smith, Lorne, Ont. 
Miss Mae E. Smith, Lorne, Ont . 
Miss Laura P. Fee, Holland Centre 
Miss Laura P . Fee, Holland Centre 
Miss Olive C. Quinton, Walter's Falls 
Miss Olive C. Quinton, Walter's Falls 
Jean M. Clugston, Heathcote 
J ean M . Clugston, Heathcote 
Jean M. Clugston, Heathcote 
Elmer E. Clarke, Rocklyn 
Elmer E. Clarke, Rock lyn 
Isobel McMullen , Holland Centre 
Isobel McMullen, Holland Centre 
Isobel McMullen , Holland Centre 
Isobel McMullen , Holland Centre 
Jean Beattie , Holland Centre, R.R. #2 
Jessie Mair , Toronto 
Pearl Clugston, Euphrasia 
Christina Hutchison 
Mrs. Curry 
Mae Merriam 
Bernice Buchan an, Ravenna 
Lloyd Meyer 
Murray Hall 
Mrs. Sadie West 

15 pupils 
15 pupils 
11 pupils 
13 pupils 
11 pupils 
12 pupils 
17 pupils 
17 pupils 
15 pupils 
16 pupils 
18 pupils 
20 pupils 
24 pupils 
22 pupils 
23 pupils 
22 pupils 
21 pupils 
19 pupils 
20 pupils 
19 pupils 
22 pupils 
12 pupils 
12 pupils 
9 pupi ls 
9 pupils 
9 pupils 

11 ·pupils 

In 1904 when Sarah Sands was teacher there were 38 
pupils attending. Her salary was $275 .00 a year. Her duties 
were opening the school every morning, putting on the fire, 
dusting and sweeping the floor. Her board came out of the 
sa lary too. 
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1945 - Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

1946 - Sept. 
1947 - Sept. 
1948 - Sep1. 
1949 - Sep1. 
1950 - Sep1. 
1951 - Sep1. 
1952 - Sep1. 
1953 - Sep1. 
1954 - Sep1. 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-59 
1959-61 
1961 -63 
1963-64 
1964-66 
1966 

Mrs . Bertha McPlatter 
Henrietta Curry 
Miss Violet A. Shewchuk, Smoot h Rock Falls, Ont. 
Miss Muriel M. Graham, Markdale, Ont. 
Miss Muriel M . Graham, Markdale, Ont. 
Maurice E. Wright, Berkeley, Ont. 
Maurice E. Wright, Berkeley, Ont. 
Maurice E. Wright, Berkeley, On1. 
Douglas Smith, Meaford, Ont. 
Douglas Smith, Meaford, On1. 
Karleen Hillis, Kemble, Ont . 
Karleen Hilli s, Kembte, Ont. 
Mac Mustard 
Janice Crawford 
Mary Reid 
Jean Walker 
Margaretle Northcott 
Kathleen Wilhelm 
Mary Reid 
The school was closed and the pupils taken by school 
bus to the Holland-Chatsworth Central School. 

LILY OAK SCHOOL BOARD 

Chairman - Jas . Con nell, Holland Centre R.R. 1 
Secretary-Treasurer - Thos. Dennison Berkeley R.R. 

Chairman - Thos. Young, Berkeley R.R. 1 
Secretary-Treasurer - Thos. Dennison, Berkeley R.R. 1 

11 pupils 
11 pupils 
11 pupils 
12 pupils 
14 pupils 
9 pupils 
8 pupils 
7 pupils 

10 pupils 
13 pupils 
13 pupils 
11 pupils 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Chairman - Mr. Cochrane McCauley, R.R. 1 Berkeley 
Secretary-Treasurer - Thos. Dennison, R.R. 1 Berkeley 
Chairman - Mr. Earl Fothergill , R.R. 1 Berkeley 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thos. Dennison, R.R . 1 Berkeley 

Chairman - Mr. Thos. Young, R.R. I Berkeley 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thos. Dennison, R.R. 1 Berkeley 

1941 

1942 

Chairman - Mr. Gordon Steer 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thos. Dennison 

Chairman - Mr. Harry Johnston 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thos . Dennison 

Chairman - Mr. Ted Hines 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr . Thos. Dennison 

Chairman - Mr. Gordon Steer 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thos. Dennison 

1943 Chairman - Mr. Alex Young 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thomas Dennison 

1944 Chairman - Mr. Ted Hines 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr . Thos. Dennison 

1945 Chairman - Mr. Earl Semple 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Thos . Dennison 

1946 Holland Township School Area : 
Chairman - Mr . Emerson Craven, Holland Centre 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Martin McNeil, Williamsford 

1947 Holland Township School Area: 
Chairman - Mr. Emerson Craven, Holland Centre 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mr. Martin McNeil , Williamsford 

S.S. #10 
SOWERBY'S SCHOOL 

The first school was on the corner of John Matthew's pro
perty. It was burned. In 1884 land was bought from the 
Sower bys for $7 .00 and the present school took shape. The 
pupils played ball in a flat field behind the school. Of course 
there were outside toilets. There was a big box stove at the 
back of the school and a long string of pipes to the chimney 
providing lots of heat. Mitts and boots would be put around 
the stove to dry. As there was no well, the children carried 
water from Sowerby's or Aitken's. 



#10 Pupils 1920 
Back row - Frank Moran, Harvey Sowerby, Clifford Holley, John Sowerby, Fern Craven, Edith Hampton, Rita Walls, May Mathus, Hazel Dowling 
Front ro w - Fred Stafford, Elmer Hampton, Bert Watts, Vera Watts, Sadee Lepard, Jennie Lepard 

There were caretakers hired by the year for $25.00. They 
would sweep and dust every day after school and houseclean 
in the summer holidays. They would also put the fire on 
in the mornings, and the teacher and chi ldren kept it going 
during the day. Wood was supplied. The teachers would 
have up to 40 pupils, grades one to eight for a salary of 
$250.00 a year. They boarded in the homes. Frank Moran 
remembers that he and Rita Watts each won a box of choco
lates for having no spelling mistakes in the month of June. 
John Hopkins boarded at Sowerby's and travelled from 
Chatsworth by train and bicycle when he was teaching. Bill 
Gordon lived on the Bob Kirktown place and drove a car 
in summer and a horse in winter, bringing his son with him. 

Over the years inside toilets were installed along with 
hydro, a well and storm windows, new hardwood floor and 
cupboards, bulletin boards and blackboard and eaves
troughing. In 1961 the floor was resanded and oiled, and 
cupboards and tables were painted a cream colour. School 
concerts at Christmas and picnics in June were highlights 
when the whole community took part. Community dances 
and showers were also held in the school. 

In 1966 the new Central School was built and the little 
red school houses were closed . Number 10 was sold and is 
a summer residence. 

Trustees over the years were: 
Thomas Sowerby 
Wm. Hampton 
Charles Craven 
Richard (Dick) Whit ney 
William Priel 
John Crave n 
Ken Aitkens 
Clifford Brodie 
John Whitney 

Thomas Moran 
John Aitkens Sr. 
Frank Stafford 
Joe Hampton 
Wm. Bluhm 
Duncan Dunbar 
John Sowerby 
Jelle Dejong 
John Aitkens Jr . 

David W. Bradley was secretary-treasurer for 35 years un
til he retired . Around 175 children went through their school
ing here. 

Teachers who taught here were: 
Miss Gillespie 
Miss McKecknie 
Miss Honeywell 
Mrs. McNeil 
Mrs. Wall 
Mr . Lackie 
Miss Julesby 
Miss Leeson 
H . C. Gordon 
Miss Mary Berry 
Miss Mary Blue 
Miss Dorothy Cooper 
Miss Vio let Dobie 
Miss Strong 
Miss Fa nn ie Bradley 
Miss Dell a Ritchie 
Miss Flo rence Fee 
Miss Evelyn Lee 
Miss Ma ria n Grant 
Wm . Gordon 
Miss Mae Watkins 
Miss C lara Traynor 
John Hopkins 
Mr . Wellerman 
Miss Kathleen Morrison 
Margaret Cummings 

1914 - 1916 

19 10 - 19 14 
191 7 - 1919 
1919 - 1921 

1930 - 1932 

Miss Margaret Lynn 1939 - 1940 
Miss Anna McFarl and 1940 - 1947 
Miss Gwen Burnside 1947 - 1948 
Eli ,abeth Warmington I 948 - I 949 
Do uglas Freeman 1949 - 1951 
Mrs. Gertrude McCormick 1956 - 1959 
Mrs. Flo rence Hellyer 1951 - 1953 
Mrs. Elsie Sheperdson 1953 - 1956 
Mrs. Jean Walker 1959 - 1963 
Miss Jean Hamilton 1963 - 1965 

Pupils in grades 4 & 5 went by bus to the Chatsworth 
school for two years till 1967, when the school was closed. 
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U .S.S. NO. 11 
HOLLAND & SYDENHAM 

MASSIE 
Most of the facts of the earlier history of this school were 

obtained from the memoirs of three members of the Carrie 
family who lived on the north side of the town line of 
Holland-Sydenham, who were pioneer residents of the com
munity: Miss Violet Carrie, Mr. Jas. Carrie, and Jessie (Mrs. 
John) McQuaker. 

The community of Massie came into being in the 1840's 
and by 1858 or 59 when it had taken its name from the 
miller, Alexander Massie, almost all farms in the vicinity 
had been settled. Most of the pioneers, having come from 
the Old Country, brought with them two institutions which 
were very dear to them - the school and the church . Seek
ing to provide a means of education for the children, a 
Mr. Wallace volunteered to teach school in his home which 
was situated on the north side of Lot 4 (E 1/2) Concession 6, 
now (1982) Mr. and Mrs. Leon Outfield's farm . School was 
held in the forenoon and work was done in the harvest fields 
in the afternoon. 

School Section No. 11 was formed in the early fifties and 
a new log school was built. Quoting from an article written 
by Mrs. McQuaker we learn: 

"Some of us remember the old school at Massie very 
well. It stood on the same site as the present new brick 
church. In the old log school the seats were just planks 
with no backs, worn smooth by the perpetual motion 
of the children. When writing time came the class or 
classes moved to a desk (so called) attached to the wall 
around three sides of the room. On the fourth side was 
a platform and the teacher's desk. In those days the 
attendance at Massie school was large - far too much 
for one teacher. It was surprising how they all got in
to that old log school. I have in mind 81 (eighty-one) 
of us being there one day. There wasn't much spare 
room." 

The first teacher in the log school was George Hender
son, who was a much loved teacher and a musician of note. 
During the life of the log school, part of Sydenham came 
into the section creating Union S.S. No . 11 Holland and 
Sydenham. 

Massie School - U.S.S. 11 Holland and Sydenham, 1890-91 
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Named by: Margaret D. Taylor Shier 
Back row - Will McEwen, Joe Marquis, Andrew McKessock, Adam Matheson, Fred Merriam , Jim Marlin, fred Bolton , John Matheson, Harvey 
Taylor, Sidney McEwen, Will Taylor , Johnny Ceasar, Andrew McLelland, Harvey Merriam 
Second row - Jennie Farley,---- Farley, Margaret Fosler, Jessie McEchern, Annie McEwen, Mary Bolton, Nell McKessock, Beckie Matheson, 
Minnie Shute , Harry Thompson (teacher) , Allie Matheson, Harriet Farley, Ethel McLelland, Kale Shute, Maud McEchern, ---- McLelland, Maud 
Taylor, Maggie O' Hara 
Third row - Emma Farley, Mabel Merriam, Mary O' Hara, Mabel Merriam, Minnie Shute, Annie Minion, Jean Matheson, Lillie Laverty, Mary 
Matheson, Jennie Marlin, Eliza Ceasar, --····, •... McLelland, Polly McKessock 
Fron/ row - Stella McLelland , Beatrice McEwen, Maggie Ceasar, Katie Ceasar, Lizzie Matheson, Maggie Hamill , Mallie O'Hara, Lizzie Taylor, 
Maggie Matheson, Ethel Marquis , Christine Farley, Johnnie O'Hara, Will Matheson, Percy Taylor, Alec Taylor, James Matheson, Ethel McGregor, 
Howard McGregor, Pearl McGregor, Archie Ceasar, Bertha Lane 
Courtesy or Ruth Hamill 



In I 871 the stone building was erected on a piece of land 
purchased from Andrew and Deborah Neelands for "the 
sum of forty aollars lawful money in Canada". School 
began in the new building in January, 1872, with an enrol
ment of 120. The first teacher was Jas Cummings who 
received a salary of $400 per annum which the ratepayers 
thought was exorbitant. He had as his assistant Miss Eliza 
Brown. Early records show that James Cummings carried 
on as leader of the Band of Hope, following Wm. Howey 
who had organized it. Since this time our records list forty
seven teachers and it may be that the list is not complete. 

MASSIE SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Mr. Wallace taught school in his home on the north-east 
corner of what is now in 1982 Mr. and Mrs. Leon Outfield's 
fa rm (E I /2 Lot 4 Cone. 6). 

First teacher in the log school - George Henderson 

First teacher in the stone school - Jas Cummings and 
ass istant - Miss Eliza Brown . 

The following list of teachers may not be chronologically 
exact : 

Alex Mitchell 
Jos. Milburn 
W . H . Reid 
Neil McEachern (abo u1 I 886 or 87) 
Richa rd Howey 
Harry Thompson 
Alex Wright 
Miss Lydi a Swinton - (fo r seven years - abt>ul 1897) 
Mack MacDonald 
Thomas Firth 
Robert Carbert 
Nei l (or Nell) Pearso n 
William Breen 
M r. Hogarth 
Mrs . Stevens 

Since Sept. I, 1909 - chronology is correct 

Miss Margaret Taylor 
W . H . Campbell 
Miss Mary A . Rice 
Miss Helen M. Smith 
Miss Elizabeth Henry 
Wi ll iam Gordo n 
C. C. Sparling 
Laure ll a McAuley 
Irene Evans 
Victo ria McNabb 
Mary Ro bertson 
Vera Jones 
Victoria Hindle 
Mamie McPherson 
Alma Woodford 
Mina Danard 
Olive Qu imo n 
Jean Hewitson 
Catherine McClelland 
Isobel McMullen 
Gram Weaver 
Mrs. Wi ll iam Farley 
Mrs. Alex Mustard 
Isobel Cramp 
Jack Mi lne 

el,on Carnegie 
Douglas Smith 
Mrs. Gibson Musta rd 
Mrs. Glen Stephens 
Joseph Kugli n 
Mrs. Walter Reid 
Harry McCarthy 

Sep1. 1909 - Dec. 1911 
Jan. 1912 - May I, 191 3 
May 1913 - June 30, 1913 
Sep1. I , 19 13 - June 30, 19 14 
Sep!. 19 14 - June 1916 
Sep1. ·191 6 - Dec . 191 6 
Jan . 191 7 - Apr . 30, 191 7 
May 191 7 - June, 19 18 
Sep1. 191 8 - Dec . 3 1, 191 9 
Jan. I , 1920 - Ja n. 26, 1920 
Jan. 26, 1920 - June 30, 1922 
1922 - 1923 
1923-24 
1924 - 1929 
Sep!. I 929 (1 wo weeks) 
1929-30 
1930-32 
1932-37 
1937-39 
1939-44 
1944-45 
1945-47 
1947-49 
1949-51 
195 1-52 
1952-53 
1953-55 
1955-56 
1956-58 
1958-59 
1959-63 
1963-65 

About 1950 the Massie School Section joined the Holland 
Township School Area. This abolished the local school 
boards. Five members from the township as a whole com
prised the board . The first, and only, woman to sit on this 
board was Mrs. Carman Hamill of Ma sie who was a 
member in 1964. 

In I 965 a new central school was built to serve the entire 
township. The year 1964-65 proved to be the final year for 
classes in the stone structure which had seen boys and girls 
of .three and four generations come and .go. On June 28, 
1965, the pupils of Massie School under the direction of the 
teacher, Harry McCarthy, presented a program for the 
public, marking the closing of the school and the end of an 
era . 

It was felt that there was a need for a community centre 
and a board had been set up to make plans for a hall. On 
Sept. 25, 1965 , when the school was being sold by public 
auction, the Community Centre Board purchased (for 
$750.00) the school which their forefathers had built for 
them 94 years previously. It is the hope of the present 
residents of the community that this former schoolhouse will 
remain a fitting tribute to the pioneers of Massie in its role 
as the Massie Community Centre. 

MASSIE REUNION 
Almost four hundred teachers, pupils and friends attended 

a reunion at Massie School on August 6, 1966. The event 
was organized by Massie Women's Institute . All arrange
ments were made by a committee composed of Mrs. Clar
ence McPherson, chairman , Mrs. Arnold Ceaser, secretary
treasurer and members-Mrs . Percy Hamill , Marion Martin, 
Mrs. D.J. Morrison, Mrs. John Norton, Mrs. James Taylor 
and Mrs. Jame Mustard. Committees, made up of com
munity residents, were set up to carry out the various duties 
required to make the event a success. 

Old pictures and school books, some dating back to the 
1800's were on display. Pictures of church and sports events 
were from the days when church and school were closely 
linked. Games and sports were conducted in the school yard 
and in the athletic field . 

In the afternoon, the school's last teacher, Harry 
McCarthy, rang the bell and assembled the group and pre
sided for a short program. Awards were presented to 
Mrs. Wilfred A. Shier, Wiarton , the earliest teacher pre
sent, to Harry McCarthy, London, the teacher coming the 
greatest distance, to Thomas Ramage, Owen Sound , the 
oldest trustee, to Harold Williscroft, Owen Sound and 
Mrs. Harvey Taylor, Mass ie , the oldest pupils and to 
Mrs. William A . Baker, Victoria, B.C., the pupil coming 
the greatest distance . Some of these awards were articles 
handmade by community members. 

Refreshments at the supper hour were served by communi
ty members and the young people. 
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A capacity audience enjoyed the evening program, chaired 
by a former pupil, Mrs. William Clugston, Markdale. It con
sisted of community singing, a history of the school, solos, 
duets, family numbers, and selections by the Massie or
chestra. Mrs. Louis Mustard, who taught in the school 
1920-22, called the roll of the teachers present, sixteen 
answering. Greetings, from several unable to attend, were 
read by the secretary. Mrs. Robert Holmes, Snelgrove, spoke 
on behalf of former pupils. Miss Doreen_liamill was pianist. 
A hymn was sung in memory of deceased teachers and 
pupils. Albert Rice extended courtesies. A poem, in honour 
of the occasion, composed by a former pupil Rev. Harvey 
Howey who was in attendance, was read by the chairman, 
bringing a very successful reunion to a close. 

Poem - composed by Rev. Harvey Howey 

The old school bell at Massie 
Calls us once again to meet, 
And from far and near we gather 
Our old time friends to greet. 

These gray stone walls have stood 
Near a century or more-, 
And we're glad to share re-union 
And recall the days of yore. 

We come with many memories 
Of our youth and childhood here, 
And we formed those lasting friendships 
That we've treasured year by year 

And we say to our committee 
That arranged this gala day 
Our hearty thanks and three cheers 
Ere we go our several ways. 

U.S.S. No. 11 Holland, Sydenham (Massie) June 12, 1952 
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Back row, left to right - Jack Milne (teacher), Bob Neelands, Beth McPherson , Bill Neelands, Joyce Purvis , Cornelius, Vlielander, Hugh Neelands 
Centre row, left to right - Hazel Webster, Lorraine Kirk, Patricia Neelands, Shirley Webster, Susan Nuttall , Frances Webster, Phyllis Md}ougall, 
Karen Cornwall, Doreen Hamill , Betty Lou Sutherland, Judy Purvis, Leone McPherson 
Front row - Bill Norton, Allan Morrison, Bob McDougall, Alvin Ceaser, Jim Hamill, Leonard Vlielander 
Courtesy of L. Diebel 



S.S. NO. 12 HOLLAND 
TENTH LINE SCHOOL 

Many were the hardships and problems which faced the 
pioneers wh!J climbed the hills to Holland, and the district 
later known as School Section Number 12. But all these dif
ficulties were met and surmounted by the sturdy early 
ettlers. 

In 1857 the original board of trustees - John Price_, John 
Seabrook and John Connington leased from Peter Mclachlan 
part of lot number four in the eleventh Concession of 
Holland Township 

" containing one-tenth part of an acre, for the term 
of ninety-nine years, for the sum of five shillings of 
lawful money of Canada. It was distinctly understood 
and agreed upon that, if at any time the school shall 
cease to be taught upon this parcel of land for the space 
of one year, that this lease shall cease and become ab
solutely void but the trustees or their successors in of
fice shall have the full power to remove from the said 
parcel of land any buildings or other improvements 
that they may erect on the said demised property." 

Of the size and original cost of the first school, there is 
no reference in the old school records . But we know from 
the memories of those who attended school in the early days, 
that the first school house was erected on the property now 
owned by Murdy Young, (1982) which he purchased from 
Stewart Howey. It was a log structure of one storey, which 
served until the present stone school was erected in 1870. 
Clap boards were used to finish the roof while the project
ing stove pipe served as a chimney. The windows, consisting 
of nine 8 x 10 inch panes, were arranged to open and close 
by sliding along in a groove. Three logs at the entrance 
served as steps. 

The first school contained little furniture or equipment. 
A large wood stove stood in the centre, and around the walls 
were desks of ordinary lumber, with rough benches for seats 
in front of them. For the teacher there was a high desk and 
stool. The latter was in one piece, hewn out of a log. The 
blackboard was simply boards painted black. The classes 
were lined up for lessons in the small space available in the 
centre of the room. 

The first teacher was Carson Price who was paid a salary 
of $128.00 in 1860. The subjects taught were reading, writing 
and arithm.etic with some attention to history, geography 
and grammar. 

During the term of service of the second teacher, John 
Sutherland, whose first salary was $213 .00, there is a record 
that the school year included three vacations, one month 
in the spring at seeding, one month in harvest, and a fort
night in October. 

It was found necessary to have the log school plastered 
and repaired before the winter of 1862. A new floor was 
laid in 1867. The first statement of equipment purchased 
includes a number of maps, grammar lessons and the Ten 
Commandments. 

The Chairman of the first recorded school meeting was 
John Walter and the Secretary John Sutherland. At this 
meeting a motion was carried that S.S. No. 12 Holland be 
a free school for the year 1861. In December of the same 
year the teacher was appointed to make out a rate bill and 
levy I / 2 cent on the dollar on all rateable property of the 
section to cover the current expenses of the school section. 
"That the school be a free school" was moved annually until 
1871 . In the year 1870, when the new stone school was built, 
a resolution was passed "that non resident pupils do pay 
at the rate of twenty-five cents per month in advance for 
tuition". 

Firewood for the school was provided by the parents or 
guardians of the children attending this school until the year 
1871. The rule was "that each child attending S.S. No . 12 
provide one-fourth of a cord except where there are more 
than four from one family, in which case they shall, four 
or more, provide one cord on or before the fifteenth of 
November". 

In the early days the School Section No. 12 Holland in
cluded Walter' s Falls district and Strathaven. This was 
because there was no other school near by. It was at an open 
meeting of the Holland Council in 1869 that the following 
lots - No. 1 to the north half of No. 9, both inclusive in 
the ninth concession, Lots No. I to 9 both inclusive in the 
tenth concession, Lots No. I to 9 both inclusive in the 
eleventh concession, all were included . Ten years later the 
trustees of the section received the following notice: "The 
Township of Holland, at its last meeting, passed a by-law 
detaching the west halves of Lots No. 4, 5, 6, and 7 in the 
twelfth concession of Holland and of Euphrasia, and at
taching the same to School Section No. 12 Holland." 

When the first school grew old, and before it was replaced, 
one of the bottom logs rotted, and the chinking fell away . 
The tale is still told, of the pupil who idly dangled her foot 
through the aperture as she studied. John McCauley, after
wards Chief Constable of Owen Sound, out of school, spied 
the dangling foot and slyly pulled the owner out. 

For many years there was a certain scrubby tree almost 
across the road from the entrance to the school. Years ago, 
when it was found necessary to administer the rod of cor
rection, the culprits were frequently sent out to the beech 
tree to cut a switch for the purpose. When these switches 
became scarce and the boy was rather tough he would cut 
a larger branch, sometimes to his own sorrow. 

In the very early days the school was used for social 
gatherings, political meetings, Orange Hall, etc. At that time 
the school was closed later than July 12th for two week's 
holidays. One of the pupils remembered how the children 
had to sit outside on the road-side until the Orangemen had 
their 12th of July meeting. After the men were all lined up 
for their march, one of the members came out with a gen
erous tea kettle of whiskey and each child in turn had a good 
drink out of the spout. 
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U.S.S. No. 12 Holland Township, late 1880's 
Court ci.y o r Glen H ami ll 

Jane Hamill, later Mrs. J .H. Whittaker of Owen Sound, 
remembered her first day at the old log school. Arriving 
bright and early in her large sun-bonnet, pinafore and 
copper-toed boots, she selected a seat of her own in a sun
ny corner of the school-room. It was with embarassment 
that she learned when the other children arrived that she was 
sitting on the "boys" side of the room. 

A favourite diversion of the youngsters was to scamper 
over to Jonah Clark's woods and find a chew of tamarack 
gum. 

Carson Price, the first teacher in the Jog school, was a 
single man who boarded at home. He afterwards served as 
a valuable member of the school board, until the Price fami
ly moved from the section in 1875. Johri Sutherland, who 
taught for ~ven years altogether, settled with his young 
Highland wife, on a homestead in the section and here they 
reared their family of eleven children. The Sutherland home 
was the happy boarding place of teachers for many years. 
Wm. E. Scallen, like all other teachers in the early days and 
many members of the School Boards, was skilled in the art 
of hand writing and of bookkeeping. James Shute and 
Susannah Trevis also taught in the log school. 

The building of a new school was first discussed in 1869. 
At the annual meeting that year the trustees were author
ized to build a schoolhouse and pay for the same by a rate 

136 

levied on the rateable properties of the section in two equal 
divisions (that is half each year). James Williamson's offer 
of a site for the schoolhouse was accepted. William Norton 
was chairman of the school board, James Williamson the 
secretary, and the trustees were Carson Price, Samuel Nor
ton and John Sutherland, in 1870 when final arrangements 
for the new school were made. 

John Sutherland and Carson Price, two former teachers 
in the section, made the motion that Robert Clark and James 
Davidson's tender for building a new stone school house, 
36 feet long by 24 feet broad, seat it, and paint all, for the 
sum of $644.00 be accepted. This carried. 

At this time a rate bill was prepared and 2-1/2% was 
levied on all rateable properties of the section to pay the 
teacher's salary and other expenses. The trustees borrowed 
$100.00 from one of the section members for eighteen 
months at 120Jo interest and paid the same to Clark David
son, contractors for the new schoolhouse. 

The log school in the early days, served as a community 
social centre. This was sometimes a hindrance to the pro
gress of the pupils and it was agreed that nothing but school 
activities be allowed in the new building. Sometime after 
the erection of the new school, the log building, which served 
from 1859 to 1870 as the original schoolhouse, was used as 
a blacksmith shop by John Murray. 



S.S. No. 12, Holland 1937 
Top roll' - Willard Saunders, Bill Cathrae, Ted Howey, Glen Hamill, Jack McCauley, Charlotte Norton, Marie Calhrae, Francis McCauley, Gwenith 
Henry 
Second row - Norma McCauley, Lois Murray, Marjorie Dixon, Ada McCauley, Edna Henry, Lorraine Mower , Wilda McCaule)', Yvonne Murray, 
Freda Morrison 
80110111 row - Vernon McCauley, Doug Cathrae, Alvin Mower, Mervin Dixon, Blythe Hamill , Miss Elsie Showell , teacher 
CourtL·,~ ol Gkn H ami ll 

It was not until I 871 that school wood for fuel was pro
vided by contract. A motion was made by Samuel Norton 
and Carson Price that Samuel Hannah "chop and deliver 
to the school before March 1st, 10 cords of stove wood for 
which he shall receive 53<!: a cord." 

In 1881 George Mustard was paid $15.00 for building a 
porch to the school house . This replaced the first porch 
4 x 6 feet, built ten years earlier by James Williamson, of 
pine lumber, planed and battened at a cost of $5.00. In 1887 
the trustees accepted James Murray's offer to "light the fires 
in the school at half-past eight a.m. and to lose 5 cents for 
every ti me he neglects". His pay was $5.00 a year, one-half 
payable in June, the other half in December. 

There were as many as ninety-two pupils on the ro ll of 
the Stone School. At this time one teacher offered "to teach 

and conduct the school at a salary of $300.00 per annum 
and to build the fires, etc., and would not ask for any money 
of the salary except the government grants until the end of 
the year" . The trustees agreed to accept the offer. The 
pupi ls' ages ranged from five to sixteen years. Never was 
there full attendance, for the older boys only attended in 
the winter months when their services could be spared from 
home. 

Some of the Highland Scotch children could speak only 
Gaelic when they first came to school. One of these was lit 
tle John McDof]ald, who later became first mate on the 
laker , "Asia". Mr. McDonald was one of the five who 
perished on the Jife boat twelve hours after the ship was 
wrecked, September 14, 1882. His death was caused by ex
posure, having given his coat to a survivor, Christina 
Morrison. 
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FROM THE MINUTE BOOKS 

In 1873 Samuel Norton was given the job of making 18 
rods of a board fence to be made the same as the Hamilton 's 
fence on the Garafraxa - nails to be no less than 3 inches. 
In 1879 forty-nine cents a cord was paid for stove wood 
"beech and maple without limbs" . George Murray was paid 
$3. 75 in 1881 for making, painting and re-painting black
boards for the school. In 1885 a new maple floor was laid 
in the stone school, the woodwork painted, broken plaster 
repaired and the school room was whitewashed and the 
pump and fence were repaired. George Murray's tender was 
accepted for doing these repairs to the school house and 
premises for the sum of $35.00. 

The first recorded Medical Inspection was by Dr. McCul
lough who was paid $5 .00 in 1893. A payment of $4.00 was 
received from an insurance company for damage done by 
lightning in the same year. In 1896 James Seabrook was ap
pointed to procure and sink the necessary posts for a new 
wire fence at 25 cents per post. Contract was given to Byron 
Carney for fencing the school grounds. He was to put up 
a page fence, 8 strand, no . 9 wire, 47 inches high, stays 22 
inches apart for 45 cents a rod . William Heighes stoned the 
school ground for $1.00. Erwin P . Hamill was paid $2 .50 
for supplying the flag pole, painting and erecting the same. 
In 1907 John Sutherland retired from the School Board after 
forty-eight years of faithful service. 

There was a certain teacher at S.S . No. 12 who had one 
grey eye and one brown. His ability as a teacher was beyond 
question but occasionally, after a gay week-end he would 
fail to arrive at the school until late Monday morning . 
William McLean remembered a certain Monday morning 
when the children were given five recesses . The same teacher 
was an expert at throwing the taws and many a whispered 
conversation came to an abrupt end when the taws dropped 
beneath the culprits' noses . 

Pioneer settlers whose names have been found in the 
school records from 1857 to 1867 were: 

Alexander Adams John Conn ington Henry A. Caswell 
James Campbell George Connell Joseph Dixon 
Isaac Dixon T homas Dixon James Deleree 
Thomas Ellio t John Hewlen Robert Heighes 
Thomas Heighes John Hogg Samuel Hannah 
Peter Mc Lauchlan William J . McLean George McCauley 
Cochrane McCauley Philip McDonald Patrick McCurdy 
Samuel Norton William Norton Mr. Orr 
Carson Price Alexander Perry John Price 
Peter Prior Thomas Quinton John Seabrook 
Jo hn Sut her land John Henry Smi th Allan D. Smith 
Donald Smi th Wi lli am Shaw Archibald Torrie 
John Walter Thomas Walter John Wilson 
Philip Walter James Williamson James Young 

Settlers whose names were fo und in the records of 1868 
to I 878 were: 

James Adams 
William Heighes 
Andrew McQuaker 
Charles Morgan 
David Squires 
Colin Sutherland 
Robert Walters 
Thomas Young 

138 

J . W. Carney 
John McDonald 
D. McLean 
A. McCauley 
Wi ll iam Smith 
James Seabrook 
Richard Wales 

Willi am Dixon 
James McDiarmid 
John Murray 
William McQuaker 
George Saunders 
Henry Seabrook 
John Wales 

William J. McLean cleared the first land in this section. 
John Seabrook came later in the first year. The majority 
of the early settlers here were from Ireland; the McLeans, 
Seabrooks, Hamills, Hays, Price, Adams, Burchalls, 
Caswells, Connells, Hoggs, Hannahs, McCurdys, Nortons, 
Quintons, Saunders, Williamsons, Shaws, and Youngs were 
all Irish . The McDonalds, Campbells, Wilsons, Donalds, 
Smiths, McLauchlans, McColemans, Sutherlands, Tarries, 
McDiarmids, McQuakers, Murrays were Scottish. The early 
English settlers included the Dixons, Heighes, John Henry, 
Smiths, Perrys, Priors and Walters. Delerees were of French 
origin from the Channel Islands. Mustards were Penn
sylvania Dutch, Morgans and Rosses from Nova Scotia . 
Other settlers whose names were found in the first ten years 
of the school records include the Conningtons, Elliotts, and 
Hewletts . 

In those early years of the school it was decided that the 
ratepayers of No . 12 Holland would meet once a year -
the Wednesday between Christmas and New Years to elect 
three trustees. Their duties were to look after the main
tenance of the school, tender for fire wood, for caretaking, 
and the hiring of the teacher . No . 12 Holland stressed the 
3 R's, deportment, personal fulfillment and sound moral 
principles . 

Teachers at No. 12 Holland in order of employment from 
1858 to 1965 were as follows: 

Carson Price Andrew Stirren M. E. McLoughry 
John Sutherland Alexander Sutherl and Irene Doyle 
William Scallen John Saunders Helen Sproule 
James Shute Lachlan Gilchrist Myrtle Kidd 
Susannah Travis Robert J . Baird Mrs. E. Murray 
Eliza Brown Robert J . McKessoc k Et hel McCullough 
Lily Cumm ing John F. Lunney Mary Henry 
Thomas F. Williams Fred Anderson Marjorie Mueser 
Ferguson Wright Maudi J. McEachern Isabel Fox 
Maggie Taylor Urband R. Moore Ethel Charlton 
Annie Ferguson Fred W. Hand y Agnes McKay 
Anne Jane Squire H . C. Robertson Muriel Price 
Alexander Mitchell Osburn E. Carr Cora Howey 
William Nesbit Robertson Reta L. McComb Islay Morgan 
Samuel J . Gould Samuel Russel Grace Wellerman 
George Tredgold Mabel E. Massey Elsie Showell 
James P . Hare Myrtle Martin Eva McLean 
James Shaw M. Ferguson Isla Marshal 
William Reid Victor Ell is Frances Frizzell 
Robert McDonald J ohn W . Adams Bert ha McPhaner 
Arthu r P . Torrie Jean Hicks Mary Mustard 
Charles French Lorne E. Evans Cora Howey• 
Ella Reddin William Hill Delphine Taylor 
Margaret S. Martin Dell Thurston 
• (who was the grandaughter of the second teacher in the school) 

For a short period of time pupils in Grades 7 and 8 were 
transported to the Markdale School for Home Economics 
while the boys took Industrial Arts. 

S.S. No . 12 Holland took great pride when they paraded 
at School fairs and the Walter's Falls Fair, where they 
displayed their marching and the banners they had made 
to represent their school. There was keen competition in the 
writing and the art work they had to display. No. 12 partici
pated in many music festivals at Wiarton, Meaford and 
Owen Sound. As a credit to their musical supervisors 
Mr. Newell and Mr. Doherty, they obtained high marks in 
choirs, solos and sight reading. 



A yearly event was the Christmas Concert when the pupils 
delighted their parents and friends in an evening of dia
logues, skits and singing which ended with a visit from the 
faithful Santa Claus. 

In the l 940's the Holland Township area board was 
formed placing all schools in Holland under one board. 
Martin McNeil was chosen secretary-treasurer. Other mem
bers who served on the board were: Chester Jackson, John 
Robson, William Yates, Emerson Craven, Wellington 
Beirnes, Hamilton Robson, Norman McNabb, Sam Hamill, 
Clarence Callahan, Howard Connell, Cochrane McCauley, 
R~th Hamill, Glen Hamill, Clayton Torrie, Harvey Mcinnis, 
Alvin Norton, Ed Stafford, J.D. Ceaser, Laverne Connell. 

Their reward was $5 .00 per meeting with no pay for extra 
scheduled meetings. 

A sad experience occurred May 24, 1937 when a former 
teacher Elsie Showell was conducting an experiment with 
the "fifth class" when an alcohol burner exploded severely 
burning the teacher, but leaving no after effects. 

A reunion of former pupils and teachers took place at the 
school house on the 10th Concession of Holland com
memorating the 70th Anniversary on August 5, 1940. 

Later the school was sold to Wilfred Filsinger but has 
changed ownership and is now the home of Dave and Carla 
Crowther, proprietors of the Walters' Falls General Store 
and Tea Room. 

HOLLAND CHATSWORTH 
CENTRAL SCHOOL 

On September JO, 1964, the Holland Township Board of 
School Trustees requested the Township Council to obtain 
an approval from the Ontario Municipal Board to raise 
$165,000.00 by debenture to build a new central school in 
the township. Trustees at that time were: 

Chairman : Ham Robson 
Harvey Mcinnis 
Clayton Torrie 

Mrs . Carman Hamill 
Glen Hami ll 
Sec.-Treas.: Martin McNeil 

Surveyors were hired to survey the school site on Lots 14 
and 15 West of Highway 10 near Williams Lake. 

In December 1964 an election for school board was held, 
resulting in Harvey Mcinnis and J .D. Ceaser being elected 
for a two-year term and Ham Robson and Norman McNabb 
for a one-year term . 

In March 1964 a large delegation of ratepayers attended 
the school meeting to voice their opinion regarding the loca
tion of the new school. Some were in favour of the site 
chosen, but Mrs . Dona Norton presented a petition con
taining many ratepayers names. Parents in the Massie and 
Walters' Falls area thought the school would be too far from 
their area. However, in January 1965, the Board decided 
to bui ld on the Williams' Lake site. 

On October 22, 1965 over 475 people attended the official 
opening of the fine, new school built at a cost of $200,000.00 
comprising eight classrooms and serving pupils from 14 one
room schools. Principal of the school was W .J. Ivan Hill. 
Harvey Mcinnis was chairman of the School Board . 

On November 15, 1968, a large circular addition was made 
to the new school. This contained the library, kindergarten, 
staff room, primary rooms, a fine gymnasium, as well as 
offices and work room. Several presentations were made in
cluding flags from Holland Centre L.O.L. No. 740, and gifts 
from Ontario Hydro, and Carr's Deluxe Coaches. Greetings 
were brought from Holland Council by Reeve Lyall Mcinnis, 

from Chatsworth and County Council by Reeve John 
Dudgeon, from Provincial Government by Eric Winkler and 
Farquhar Oliver. 

Members of the school board were: 
Chairman: J . D. Cea er 
Vice Chairman : George Disbrowe 
Ham Robson 

Norman McNabb 
Harvey Mcinnis 
Sec.-Treas.: Martin McNeil 

W .J. I. Hill was Principal of the school and Mrs. Edna 
Wheildon was the school secretary. Hester Greene, R.N., 
was the Public Health Nurse and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Baker 
were custodians. 

The school opened with an enrolment of 472. In June 1979 
Mr. Hill was transferred to Derby Central School and Ken 
Fraser replaced him. Presently David Green is the Principal. 
Mrs. Sally Beirnes is secretary. Enrolment in June 1982 was 
410 pupils. 

Don Smith of Slra lford and Jim Ceaser laying lhe corner 

stone al Holland-Chatswurth Central St'hool 1968 
(ourll''} ol 1\lr-,. J. D (·1.·<hl'r 
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Graduates Holland Township School Area June 12, 1958 
Back ro w, left to righl - Bert McDougall, Ivan Anderson, Paul McKessock, Len Allan, Dave Limebeer, Donald Luke, Neil Cook, Doug Jackson , 
Dave Stafford , Glen Storey, Bill Norton 
Cenlre row, left to righl - Alex Torrie, Royden Croft, Arnold Rosenburg , Allan Newman, Betty Lou Sutherland , Patricia Neelands, Evelyn Snell, 
Ronald Way, Jack Woods, Roland Holley 
Fron/ row, left to right - Arletta Herron, Maryon Stcembrough , Sally Stafford, Anne Puddicombe, Leone McPherson , Doreen Hamill, Marilyn 

Mitchell , Dianne Kirk 
Courtesy o r Sun-T imes f ilcli 

Staff of Holland-Chatsworth Central School 1982-83 
Back row - Jim Griffen, Ted Hossfeld, Jean Walker, Art Clarke, Dawn Blackman, Lisa Monk, Laurne Murph)', Linda Baker, Pal Dinsmore, 
Jim Baker, Hugh Striker, Alex Beirnes 
From row - Don Fankey, Vice-Principal , Jean Cruickshank, Sally Beirnes, Helen Farrow, David Green, Principal, Donna Dickie, Pal Miller, 
Peggy Lambie, Ed Neelands 
Courtc"') o f A . . Clarke 
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Councsy of Mam ie Mi1 chcll 

Courtesy o r M rs. A lec Carmichael 
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Holland Centre Sawmill at the turn of the century 

Imperial Roller Mill, Walters Falls 1922 
destroyed by fire 



HOLLAND MILLS 
A shingle and sawmill were located on Lot 30, the Smith 

farm, on the Town Line of Holland and Glenelg. It was a 
busy mill during the 1920's and 1930's and was owned and 
operated by Ernest Lueck. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Boldt operated an apple butter and 
cider mill in the village of Williamsford. New houses were 
bui lt in their neighbourhood and the occupants did not ap
preciate the confusion and odour. The operation was moved 
to W. Pt. Lot 13 owned by his son, Wesley, in 1932. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Boldt carried on the business and had 
many satisfied customers. When the apple orchards became 
depleted, the mill was dismantled and removed in 1944. 

The remains of a sawmill can be seen at Lot 43, con. 2. 
The remains are just west of the bridge, on county road 24 
at the Saugeen River. No one at the time of this writing 
can remember the mill but an earlier generation tells of its 
operation at the early settling of the area. 

In 1964 on Lot I East side of Garafraxa Road a barn 
owned by Joseph and Gladys Fee, was renovated and 
machinery installed for the purpose of making basket bot
toms, cedar shingles, and greenhouse flats. After fifteen 
years of successful business, the operation ceased due to 
Mr. Fee's ill health . The building has since been sold and 
removed . 

On Lot 43 Con. 3 in November, 1907, a waterpowered 
saw mill was put into operation by Ernest Lueck. In Oct. 
1910, it was taken over by John Lueck. It was a very suc
cessful business that continued until 1926. The lot changed 
occupants several times until it was bought by David Nuhn 
in 1940. Wilmer and Jean Nuhn bought a severed lot on 
Grey Road 24, and in 1951 a saw mill again returned to part 
lot 43. This time it was powered by diesel. When lumber 
cutting dwindled, a sideline of barrel staves, pallets, and 
basket bottoms began . 

In 1936 a temporary sawmill consisting of a steam engine 
and saw was set up in a nearby field to provide lumber for 
a barn that had been burned on the property of Ernest 
Specht. In the l 940's a more suitable structure was built. 
Twenty-two years later (in 1962) the mill was destroyed by 
fire. Four years later it was rebuilt and is still in operation. 
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C.ou n c.,y of Mamit:: Mit i.:hell Berkeley Sawmill, about 1890 
purchased in 1889 for $12.00, burned down in 1908 

MITCHELL SAWMILL 
BERKELEY 

The sawmill was very important in the early years, em
ploying many people from the village. 

It was first owned by Ed Williams, then by a Mr. Brown 
of Meaford and run by his son George. It was then owned 
by W. James Lackey, from whom it was purchased March 
6, 1889, by Thomas Mitchell who came to Berkeley a few 
months earlier. 

The Mitchells at one time owned mills in Liverpool 
England, Holland Centre, Corbetton and Parry Sound . 

The present mill at Berkeley was built in 1913, the previous 
two having been destroyed by fire, the first one in 1908, and 
the second one in 1913. 

The mill was operated by steam and had a capacity of 
some 12,000 feet daily in lumber and 5,000 feet in dimen
sion stock. The logs were obtained from bush lots owned 
by the company within ten miles of the mill. A great deal 
of maple was obtained from farmers. Five acres of piling 
ground surrounded the mill. Logs were shipped by rail and 
truck. 

In the early years teams of horses pulling sleighs would 
be lined up by their owners waiting to get their logs into 

Teams were also used for skidding and delivering wood. 
The teams would deliver dumps of slab wood to the village 
homes. This all changed some time in the early to mid-fifties 
when trucks were used with fork lifts on the front. 

E.J. Stafford (Dick) trucked slab wood from the wood 
yard until people converted to oil and there was no longer 
a market for it. 

The mill turned out maple roller blocks for England and 
maple squares for spoolwood for the United States and 
Canadian markets. It also produced a quantity of shims for 
the C. P. R. and New York Central Railways besides ex
porting lumber to the British market. 

the mill. Mitchell Mill , Berkeley, Ont. 1982 
Count::"Y of A. . Clarke 



The mill was converted to electric power in 1971. It was 
sold in 1973 aµd has not worked much since. 

The mill is still standing reminding us of a much different 
life, each year taking its toll. A high wind in March of 1980 
blew the smoke stack down. Winds have taken some of the 
boards off during 1982. Nature is taking possession, as 
weeds and small trees are springing up filling in the once 
busy millyard. 

HOLLAND CENTRE SAW MILLS 
Lot 31, Concession l, West of the Toronto-Sydenham 

Road was bought from the Crown on October 18, 1855, by 
Alexander Perry. It is believed a Mr. Leitch built a dam and 
installed a water wheel to cut lumber. He was succeeded by 
a Mr. Lilburn. 

At the turn of the century the land was purchased by Tom 
and John Mitchell. Their nephew, James Dixon, came from 
Yorkshire, England, to manage the mill. He helped John 
Mitchell build an English-style house for the Mitchell fami
ly and when they moved, it was occupied by teamster Donald 
Cook. Alex McTaggart of Berkeley was the sawyer. Dur
ing the first World War the mill was run in ten-hour shifts 
making practice bullets of wood. 

John Mitchell died in 1918 . When the mill was closed in 
1933 the house was sold and moved to Owen Sound. The 
mill building was sold and dismantled, as it had been va
cant for many years. 

The pond was a favourite swimming place for the area. 

Courtesy of F. Beirncs 

Excerpts were found in notes made and kept by early 
citizens about a second saw mill n-0rth of Sideroad Thirty. 
Carson Wheildon notes that on his farm is a dam, flume, 
and timbers, evidence that a sawmill had at some time 
operated there. It is believed that a Mr. Rutherford was the 
operator. It is not known how long it was in operation, or 
the size of the mill. 

CONGER'S MILL 
Roger B. Conger was one of the early Holland residents. 

It is believed that he and his family were United Empire 
Loyalists. On his property, Lot 8 and 9 on the old # l 
Sideroad, he built a grist mill, a chopping mill and also an 
ashery. He used the power of the Spey River which flowed 
through the farm to run his mills. The first Anglican Rec
tory was built here for Rev. and Mrs. Keys who wa5 the 
minister in the Anglican Church from 1861 to 1870. 
Mr. Conger was Sunday School Superintendent. 

HAMILTON'S MILL 
HOLLAND CENTRE 

The first of many Hamiltons that came to the Holland 
Centre district was Patrick Hamilton, who worked his way 
to Holland Centre as a surveyor. He was Justice of the Peace 
and served as magistrate in the local courts. William 
Hamilton soon followed and started a sawmill about 1850 
on Lot 36, Concession 2, NETSR. Other members of the 
family followed, and altogether they owned about one 
thousand acres. 

Logging on Beirnes farm concession 22, 1926. Logs were cul with a cross 
cul saw. 



The mill was a very busy place, as there was bush on each 
farm to be sawed into lumber. Logs were bought from other 
farmers as well. Much lumber was needed to replace the 
small log buildings that were hurriedly erected by the first 
incoming settlers. 

Adam Hillis bought the mill from Hamiltons in 1953. 
Mr. Duggan took over in 1954, but when Hurricane Hazel 
passed through in 1954, the storm tore out the dam destroy
ing the source of water power. 

Soon after, the mill was torn down , and part of it was 
used by Mr. Philips to build a shed. 

Mr. Hallman bought some of the machinery to use in his 
business at Walter's Falls ending an era of a very industrious 
enterprise. Allan Dale bought the property, followed by 
Mr. and Mrs. William Wright. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Seim were 
next owners and built a greenhouse, supplying local stores 
and private customers with spring plants. The property has 
again been sold. 

One farmer made frequent trips to Holland Centre for 
feed and supplies. His horses got a lot of attention because 
of their fine condition and appearance. On being asked what 
he fed them to have them in such excellent shape, his answer 
was "Nothing but straw, and its only half threshed." 

HOLLAND CENTRE GRIST MILL 
Concession 1, SWTSR . Part Lot 30 was the site of the 

Holland Centre grist mill. The first man known to sta rt 
the wheels grinding was Moses Smith, a dealer in all 
kinds of grain. His business was established on a ten-acre 
lot. Mr. Smith's mill was equipped to make flour. The 
farmer took cleaned wheat to the mill and returned home 
with flour , bran and shorts, the latter two the outside shell 
of the wheat. 

There were two fires in the grist mill, but a new mill was 
built after each fire . Dates of when the fires occurred are 
not available. 

Mr. Caswell operated the mill until it was bought by 
Robert Harper around 1922. Mr. Wesley Patton took pos
session, February, 1942. 

Until this .time the mill was operated by water power. In 
1952 diesel power was installed to supply power when the 
water was low. Leo Patton was in charge of the mill for a 
short time . 

Changes in farming and the owners taking jobs in the city 
slowed the business to such an extent that the operation 
ceased. The building was torn down in 1963 and used for 
building purposes near Flesherton . The thirt y-two barb 
water wheel was sold to Mr. Hallman and moved to Walter's 
Falls. The wheel had been made in Meaford many years ago. 
Since the removal of the mill, the ground was levelled, and 
the lot landscaped by Mr. Patton. 
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Wesley Cornell and Vladimir Sir examine gear mechanism (teeth of seasoned 
maple) from Massie Mill May 1981. 
Counc-.y or Sun-Times fil es 

MASSIE MILL 
In the l 850's one of the fir st pioneers of Massie, and the 

man who gave the hamlet its name, Alexander Massie, 
hewed out a mill site near the source of the Big Head River 
on the south-west corner of the junction of Concession 6 
and Sideroad 3. In 1862 he purchased this ten-acre site from 
William J. Winter. Peter Arnett and Duncan Matheson (an 
area framer of note) built the mill dam and saw mills in 1859. 
This was soon followed by the building of a flour mill which 
became known as one of the best in the county. Then the 
grist mill was built in either 1862 or 1863. Timber cut on 
the site was hand-hewn and used to build the mill, which 
stood in almost its original condition until 1981. The massive 
hand-hewn timbers bore witness to the framer's skill that 
was part of every pioneer lad's heritage. Orange Lodge 
meetings, concerts, soirees, and teas were held in the mill 
until the Temperance Hall was built about 1875. 

The mill dam, originally of log and earth construction, 
was rebuilt in 1939 by the owner, John Golem, who made 
extensive use of concrete. Well-seasoned maple was still used 
for the wooden cogs set in the cast iron gears which helped 
turn the water-power into mechanical power to operate the 
mill. The wood helped quieten the noise from the gears. This 
arrangement was relatively trouble-free and wore well. A 
diesel engine was eventually used for auxiliary power. 



Wesley Cornell and the remains of the Massie Mill, May 1981 
Court esy o r Su n-Times riles 

Owners in succession were John Small 1870, William 
Brown 1874, Alfred Lickfold 1881, Henry Winter 1901, 
Orrie Taylor 1906, Mance! Hewitt 1917, Jas Riddell 1922. 
He was followed by Thomas George for a short period in 
1932 when the mill reverted to Mr. Riddell. 

Alexander McPherson bought the mill property in August 
1937 and sold the mill and rights to the pond retaining six 
acres which included the house and barn. 

John Golem bought the mill later in 1937 and erected the 
house that now stands on the mill property. Gordon Lang 
purchased the property in 1945 and continued to operate 
the grist and sawmills until 1978 when a severe illness 
necessitated the sale of the business. Purchasers were Gor
don and Doreen Stephenson of Aurora. They were un
familiar with milling, and ownership changed again on 
August I, 1979 when the mill was sold to W .A. Cornell of 
Thornbury. 

The mill was torn down in 1981, after Mr. Cornell received 
permission from the Niagara Escarpment Commission to 
do so, because he considered it a fire hazard. However, he 
hopes to replace it with another water-powered mill. At 
present improvements are being made to the property and 
Mr . Cornell hopes to turn it into a pleasant, grassy loca
tion where people may come for picnics. 
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SAWMILL ON W-1/2 OF E-1/2 
LOT 1 CONCESSION 9 

George Mustard built a sawmill which was powered by 
a stream on the property W-1/2 of E-1/2 Lot 1 Conces
sion 9. He made sash and doors and carried on mixed farm
ing operations. This mill was later destroyed by fire. 

Rowes Mill 
Lot 63 Concession 3, W.T.S.R., James & Francis Rowe 

Courtesy of Maxine Thompason 

JAMES ROWE MILL 
At the turn of the century, James and Frances Rowe ran 

a sawmill on Lot 63, Con. 3, West Toronto-Sydenham Road 
now known as the Mulock place. Their daughter, Millie, 
was one of the first registered nurses to be trained in the 
Owen Sound hospital. 

THOMAS RO\VE'S SAWMILL 
Sometime around 1900 Thomas Rowe built a sawmill in 

Berkeley. 

This mill was located on the north side of Sideroad Sixty 
just past the Presbyterian Church cemetery. Mr. Rowe sold 
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Rowes' Mill, Berkeley, Ontario 
Courtesy of MVi. Cha rli e Ro we 

the mill to George Caswell. The exact dates are not known, 
but Mr. Caswell operated this mill during the 1920's doing 
custom sawing. The mill was destroyed by fire. 

STRATHAVEN MILLS 
At the junction of "The Street" and the Big Head River, 

the grist mill and saw mill were built. Some records show 
Adam Scott Elliott as the builder, and his son-in-law, 
Thomas Ramage. It is known that Mr. Ramage who had 
been a miller in Scotland, was the owner circa 1870. 

The Big Head River supplied the water-power. A pond 
had been created by building a dam and raising about eight 
rods of the river bank by dumping material with a scraper. 
Lumber for many barns and other buildings in the communi
ty was sawed there. Mr. Ramage operated the mills for about 
ten years, selling them and fifty acres to Joseph Thomas in 
1880. He did a large business in the grist and flour mill hav
ing as flour millers among others, John Burr, Henry White 
and N. Handley. He also bought large quantities of grain 
from the farmers - also logs which he sawed into lumber 
and shingles . He drew his flour and lumber to Chatsworth 
to ship . He did a considerable amount of custom sawing. 
Mr. Handley also worked in the sawmill. A nephew of 
Thomas Ramage, Matthew, bought the mill in 1905 and 
operated it until 1928, when it was closed and demolished. 

Courtesy of Art Clarke 
David Ramage 

David with remains of Strathaven Mill Dam in background. 



WALTER'S FALLS MILL 

Walter's Falls is not easily located and the layout i dif
ficult to understand. 

The villag~ is not definitely built on a township road, but 
within the block of land purchased by the founder, John 
Walter , for the purpose of developing power and erecting 
mills on the river. 

All paths leading from the township highway were 
developed into roads, for the area was designed to make the 
mills convenient to the public and profitable to the men 
whose initiative and capital were invested in them. With this 
fact in mind the location and plans are more easily under
standable. 

John Walter and his wife Elizabeth Payne, filed entry in 
the District Registry Office in Durham in 1850 for 800 acres 
and built mills which included a grist mill, carding and saw 
mill. 

The family of four sons and three daughters all settled 
in the area, with sons learning the mill trade from their 
fa ther. Philip, the eldest son, was said to be the business 
head of the family. Thomas learned the grist mill operation, 
as did his son George . 

The foresight of John Walter and his good judgment are 
evidenced by the fact that within a very few years no less 
than four distinct water power developments were within 
the village, furnishing cheap power for two saw mills, one 
flour mill and one woollen or carding mill. 

As early as 1849 a mill one mile downstream had been 
built by Peter Trotter. The first carding mill was operated 
by John Hogg, an early settler from Thornbury. Later this 
mill was destroyed by fire. 

Hallman Lumber Company Log Yard 1982 
Walters Falls , Ontario 

(oune,) of A . . Clar~c 

Olmstead Brothers Saw Mill, Walters Falls, Ontario 
Taken before 1942 before Hallman Lumber rebuilt the mill - Frank 
Olmstead in foreground 
Courtc,y of Luxton Barry 

It is said that Mr. Walter often walked long distances 
through bush roads that were only half blazed to order mill 
parts at Barrie and, on occasion, walked to Toronto and 
carried his repair parts home with him . At one time three 
mills operated under one roof. 

Robert Clark, a prominent resident of the village, had 
taken his grist mill training from miller John Small of Massie 
and worked in the mill, later becoming the owner. Seymour 
Campbell who learned the milling business from Mr. Clark 
remained as an employer for 17 years. Mr. Clark entered 
into a partnership with Mr. Olmstead and made many 
improvements by enlarging and modernizing the mill. 
Mr. Clark equipped the mill with the first roller system in 
the district. It was named "The Imperial Flour Mill". There 
was keen competition between the roller type of production 
and that produced by stone grinding. 

In 1900 Mr. Clark sold his share to Henry Bonnell and 
the firm became Olmstead-Bonnell and remained as such 
for ten years when Bonnell and Sons became the owners. 

It was during the time Bonnells were owners that the mill 
burned to the ground in 1922 and the site was purchased 
by Andrew Menary, a Euphrasia Township farmer, who 
rebuilt the mill and changed it to a farm feed mill. He and 
his family, his wife, one son Albert, and three daughters, 
Cora, Alice , and Jean saw the grist or feed mill business 
prosper with many improvements and changes . That was 
when diesel power was introduced. 

In 1940 Andrew Menary and his wife retired to Meaford 
and their only son Albert became the owner, operator and 
manager of the Menary Feed Mill, employing extra help and a 
bookkeeper, Carl Sampson. Mr. and Mrs. Albert Menary 
and daughters Sylvia, Linda, and Gloria saw the business 
prosper and enlarged in I 957-58. 
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Olmstead Bros. Sawmill, Walters Falls 
Courtc!>)' or Norman Seabrook 

During the 1930's - 40's and 50's each farmer brought his 
grain into the mill by horse-drawn wagon in summer and 
by sleighs in winter. In 1972 Albert and Mrs. Menary retired 
to Meaford and sold the mill to William Robson. Mr. Menary 
had left school and worked at the mill to learn the business 
from 1934-40. The water level of the river provided the 
horsepower at the mill but dropped during the summer 
months. Auxilliary power was used for that period. The river 
does not seem to provide the amount of water it used to. 
Mr. Menary's comments about his years at the mill were, 
"I just worked there and worked hard." 

The Walter's Falls mills exist because of their location on 
a tributary of the Big Head River, ideal for the development 
of different kinds of mills. 

Today ( 1982) the village has one milling feed mill which 
operates most of the year with water power, but now also 
makes use of a diesel engine. The owner, William Robson 
and wife Carol, work together offering a valuable and tradi
tional service to the area farmers. 

Bill Robson was brought up on a research farm where his 
father worked in Southern Ontaario. Continuing his interest 
in agriculture, he obtained his degree from the University 

Walters Falls Milling 
The flume which carries the water from the pond to operate the water wheel 
for the 1982 mill 
Courte,;;y of A . . Clarke 

of Guelph . He went West to Alberta and worked three years 
at a feed lot. He worked as a sales representative for Canada 
Packers after that in Belleville. He found the mill in Walter's 
Falls was for sale and decided to purchase it in 1971 . 
The mill was in good condition; the former owner, 
Menary, had built many of the parts of the mill including 
the water flume which supplies the water to the mill to drive 
the water wheels . Mr. Menary stayed on to help Robson get 
to know the business and to get to know the workings of 
the feed mill itself. Water power is what makes the mill 
unique today. 

Another change in the business which took place while 
Mr. Menary was the owner, was the conversion from bulk 
delivery to bagging feed. However today the mill is pro
moting bulk because its more economical for the farmer and 
results in quicker service. It takes a couple of days for the 
mill to grind the feed and return it to the farmer. 

Whenever a load of grain (corn, barley, oats) has been 
picked up by one of the trucks, vacuum equipped to load 
grain, it is put into the unloading pit. The load is weighed 
then augered into an elevator leg and moved via cup belt 
to a bin above at a rate of about 10 ton per minute. The 
bin selected is chosen according to the mixture to be put 
together. Grinding the grain then takes place at which time 
protein supplement is added to bring grain up to the level 
asked for by the farmer. Commercial feeds are mixed ac
cording to the guidelines of the firm with whom the mill 
has a franchise. Walter's Falls Mill is a franchise mill for 
Shurgain Division of Canada Packers. Prices are checked 
daily through brokers and are put on a large board in the 
mill office. A gradual change to metric and a new scale will 
be a change in the immediate future. 

Walters Falls Milling 1982 
owned and operated by William Robson 

Courleliy of William Rob,;on 



HALLMAN'S SAWMILL 
·WALTER'S FALLS 

West of the village of Walter's Falls, Willard Hallman's 
Company stretches across Walter' s Creek flats. Piles of logs 
and rough lumber in the yard identify the village's industrial 
district where it has been for a century. Willard Hallman 
passed away in 1979 and the mill was taken over by his son, 
John . 

John Hallman is the latest of a series of sawyers to ex
ploit a creek dropping past the site on its way to the Big Head 
River and Georgian Bay. His mill was one of the last in 
Ontario to use water power. 

A third of the power to drive mill machinery comes from 
Walter' s Creek. The remainder is provided by two diesel 
engines, one rated at 255 h.p. and the other at 220 h .p. 

When the family bought the mill in 1944 it was barely 
used. It lay idle for 22 years running only a few weeks of 
each year for local custom and shingle sawing. Later it em
ployed 24 men full time, and averaged daily production of 
17,000 board feet. 

Domestic customers include a Meaford flooring manufac
turer and nearby furniture makers. 

Most timber processed at Hallman's was cut within a 
50-mile radius of the mill from forest which John said, pro
duced the whitest maple in the world . 

Water power at Walter's Falls has been maintained for 
both economic and aesthetic reasons . The first diesel at 
Walter 's Falls was installed in 1947. 

Walter's Creek is better than many locations now aban
doned. It doesn't drain a big acreage, but much of what is 
drained remains in swamp and timberland. 

Hallman's mill is only four miles from the creek head
waters. A successful chopping mill a few hundred yards 
upstream from the Hallman mill also takes its power from 
the creek. A wool carding mill between the two existing mills 
shut down in 1936. Another sawmill farther downstream and 
a chopping mill have been closed for years. 

When Hallmans took over the operation, water was col
lected at the sawmill in a small coffer dam. By installing 
a new flume from the old carding mill dam, they gained 10 
feet in height and increased the available power to 165 h.p. 
without an increase in water volume. The natural drop at 
the mill is 36 feet. 

A huge circular saw spins furiously as logs are drawn on 
a long carriage across its teeth. Boards are peeled from trunk 
sections and carried through an edger on conveyors to be 
sorted and finally stacked to dry. The carriage returns like 
a typewriter and offers another slice of log. 

Many mill operators didn't survive the economic straits 
of the l 930's. 

Wilfred Phillip's Steam Engine 
Courtc,y of/\. . Clar ~c 

ADDITIONAL MILLS 
Goldsmith's Mill was located on Lot 9 Concession 8 in 

the early 1900's. 

Winlaw's Mill was a portable sawmill and was located in 
the block north of Lily Oak school and east of Concession 10. 

Jl•:111 Givens 
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Massie General Store 
Orange Hall in background - circa 1914 

O wners - Mr. and Mrs. Robl. Ceaser, on platfo rm, Boy - Lorne Ceaser, Girl - Margaret Ceaser. 
Note barrel on south side from which gasoline was sold. 
Cour1 1.;,y of Ruth WdJb 

This was Sullivan P.O . lot 16,concession I east of the Garafraxa road 
from 1847 - 1900 
Courtesy of Buchanan Fami ly 
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Berkeley Post Office, 1982 
Courte<,y of /\. N. Clarke 



The Path that Led to Town 
ARNOTT 

According to Hazel C. Mathews, Oakville and the Sixteen; The History 
of An Ontario Port , University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1953, p. 172 
Arnott was named after a Francis Arnott who had a grant to settle near 
this locat ion . 

Arnott, once a thriving hamlet, is no longer shown on the 
road map. It disappeared when No. 10 Highway was sur
veyed and resurfaced, and rerouted in 1976. According to 
W.W. Smith's Directory of Grey County, the population 
of Arnott in 1864 was 70, and included the following busi
nessmen: 

Cruickshank, John - farmer 
Elder, Donald - farmer 
Fawell, Thomas - wagon-maker 
Gunn, John - mason 
Murray, William G . - tailor & merchant 
Murray, James - farmer 
Minnies, John - farmer 
Montgomery, William - blacksmith 
McKay, William - farmer 
Mcinnis, John - shoemaker 
Mcinnis, John Jr. - millwright 
McDonald, Angus P. - innkeeper 
Rose, Jacob - trader 
Rose, Reuben - boot and shoemaker 

1887 Arnott Population (approximately 50) 

Aljoe, Robert - blacksmith 
Fawell, Thomas - wagon-maker 
Hargrave, John - harness 
Minnis Bros. - saw mill 
Murray, W .G. - general store & postmaster 
Telford, Wm. - butcher 

Originally called, "Murray's Corner", Arnott at one time 
consisted of a post office, opened in 1868, two blacksmith 
shops, three hotels, a tailor shop, hall and a store. Council 
meetings were held in a small public hall built by Jacob Rose 
and used for public worship by Baptists and Methodists. 



The hotels were located one on each corner at Arnott, and 
one near the present location of Elgin Givens' place. One 
of the hotels was operated by Robert Galbraith . Sunday 
School was held upstairs, and sometimes there were dances 
downstairs . These hotels were busy accommodating the 
many settlers moving into the area. Food and beds were 
available as well as accommodation for animals. 

The blacksmith shops were kept busy as well. One was 
located on the corner of G.E. Mcinnis' farm and was owned 
by Dave Anderson. Later, this shop was owned by Dave 
Calendar, who taught Jack Sinclair the trade. 

The Murrays were the first operators of the general store. 
William Gavin "Tailor" Murray, and his wife and family 
came from Aberdeenshire, Scotland in 1855, and started 
business as a store-keeper and tailor at Arnott. He also 
operated the post office for many years. He would walk to 
and from Owen Sound bringing supplies to the store. He 
passed away at the age of 91, leaving one son and four 
daughters: John, who continued to operate the store and 
post office at Arnott, Mrs. James Baird, Mrs. John McKay, 
Mrs . James Galbraith, and Mrs. Ben Wheildon all of 
Arnott. 

The Arnott Store was the meeting place for all the young 
men and boys in the neighbourhood. They would gather on 
the verandah every night to talk and smoke until bedtime. 
They also played basketball in Ben Wheildon's front field 
and included girls on the team. Arnott later boasted a good 
football team, with Russell Baird as one of the star players. 

Other owners of the Arnott store were: Cleland Ferguson, 
Dick Wheildon, the McGuires, Ralph Hope, Laura Ross. 
Dieter Shoen made the store into a home and lived a few 
years there. When Dick Wheildon operated this store he had 
it moved down the hill to the highway. There was an ideal 
baseball field beside the store, and Arnott had an out
standing ball team. They raised money by holding dances, 
one, the Woodcutter's Ball, and one an open air dance with 
a wooden floor laid on the ball diamond. When the highway 
was resurveyed and changed in 1976, Lyall Mcinnis bought 
the building and moved it from the site. 

There was a Mrs. Shaw (Mrs. John Murray's mother), 
who lived in a little old house on the Arnott corner. She 
smoked a clay pipe which was an attraction to the chi ldren . 

At one time the Toronto and Sydenham Road (No. 10 
Highway) extended only as far north as Arnott. This made 
it necessary for sett lers to take sideroads or trails to reach 
Chatsworth. In 1854, the Toronto and Sydenham road was 
extended to Chatsworth to connect with the Garafraxa 
Road . In the ear ly 1870's the C.P.R. railroad was built 
through this area. 

The railroad was used a great deal. A siding was located 
behind Ben Wheildon's barn (later Walter Wheildon's, now 
Joe Nugent's). Flat cars were loaded with wood and bolts 
cut from the surrounding bush and shipped out. The return 
train would bring in loads of coal. Many can remember 
Michael Howey bringing loads of heavy green ties for ship-
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ment. He could toss them on top of the pile as though they 
were toothpicks . 

Many interesting characters lived in the community. Peg 
Leg Murray lived on the Second, Lot 25. He was a framer , 
and even though he only had one leg he built the big barns 
on the present farms of Larry Ceaser and Bob Playford . 
There were three children in his family - Olive, Arthur and 
Bob; none of them married and they were raised by the 
Minnis family. 

The present home owned by Mrs . Dawn Blackman, was 
once owned by John Webster. His daughter, Sal, married 
Percy Tebbutt who became a prominent barber in Chats
worth. Milton Webster had polio and lived in Toronto where 
he too, was a barber. When John Webster moved into 
Chatsworth Louis Vanslyke bought the farm. With his long 
flowing white beard and small dog, he was a familiar sight. 

THE ARNOTT HALL 

Arnott Hall 1982 
Courh.·,y of J\. . Clar ~l' 

Deed In Trust #7870, September 18, 1895 

The deed for the Arnott Hall was registered on February 
24, 1908 - John Murray and his wife were the grantor, 
David L. Smith, Rod McBride and George Elder the grantee, 
in trust for the Presbyterian Sabbath School. The building 
was 25' x 35' and was bought for $48.00. The location was 
Lot 21, Concession 3 EG R. This hall was remodelled in 
1934. At that time it was turned around and an addition 
added to the back. A new sign was made for it by Bob Mur
ray, and hydro was installed. This was an entire communi
ty effort both manually and financially. The Arnott 
Women's Institute and Arnott Softball Club gave much 
needed support in remodelling and furnishing the hall. 



The work was well worth while as many good times took 
place there. The majority of the Institute meetings were held 
in the renovated hall as well as Hallowe'en parties, concerts, 
voting procedures and dances . There was always plenty of 
local talent for the dances . Some of the fiddlers were Gor
don McKay., Walter Wheildon, Hughie Unwin, Alex Gil
christ, Dick Wheildon, Phil McKay and Carl Wheildon. 
Callers for the square dances included Sandy McKay, Vic 
Hansen, Cecil Weeden and Jack Unwin. One group of musi
cians who supplied music for many occasions was Phyllis 
Wheildon, piano; Tut Hamilton, guitar; and Jim Wheildon, 
fiddle. They played, not only at Arnott, but for showers, 
dances in the school houses, and in the old Holland Centre 
and Williamsford Halls. They received about $3.00 or $4.00 
for playing from nine o'clock until one or two in the morn
ing. In the winter it was not unusual for them to have to 
leave the car at the Arnott corner and walk a mile home 
because the roads were not plowed. Later on, the Baker fami
ly, known as the "Lakeview Ramblers" supplied music for 
many occasions. Jim Baker played the guitar; Isobel was 
lead singer; Brenda, pianist; and Allan on the drums. 

As the big new Community Centres were built, use of the 
Arnott Hall diminished. Finally, it was only used on elec
tion days. The hydro was removed. The building is still 
standing although it has not been in use for many years. 

ARNOTT POST OFFICE 
The Post Office was located in William G. Murray's store 

and was first opened on January 4, 1868. Mail was thrown 
off the train beside the tracks; outgoing mail was hung on 
a tall tower in a mailbag. Mr. Murray would climb to the 
top of the tower and place the.mailbag on an extended arm. 
When the train arrived it would slow its speed and the 
mailbag would be taken from the arm by means of a hooked 
pole. This tower was located between the crossing at 
Mcinnis' farm and the "Toronto Line", as it was then called 
(now #10 Highway). William Murray resigned from the post 
office on January 2, 1901. His son, John Murray, took it 
over and ran it until it closed in 1917. 

Wi lliam Murray's daughter, Isabella, married James 
Baird and they lived near Walter's Falls for a while, later 
going to Michigan where their children were born . They 
returned to Arnott to live and it was Jim Baird's responsi
bility to light the switch lamps on the railway track every 
night before dark. 

Jim and Isabella Baird had a family of five. One son, 
George, fell and injured his back when they were putting 
a roof on the Presbyterian (now United) Church shed in 
Chatsworth. He made a living making harness for horses 
in his home but died at an early age from his back injury. 

One daughter, Edith, married Harry Wheildon under the 
old apple tree on the lawn of the Baird home (Lot 24, 
Con. 2) on July 12, 1899. This farm remained in the posses
sion of descendants of the Bairds until 1977 when the farm 
was sold to Calvin and Rosemarie Russell and fami ly of 
Owen Sound . In 1982, the Russells purchased the house and 
are living there now. 

.................................................................. , 

Original Arnott Store and Tailor Shop 
Courtc'iy or Mrs. Franci , Whcildon 

BAY MOTOR HOTEL SKI BOWL 

In 1961 Louis Georgas of Owen Sound purchased 200 
acres of land from Bob Hogg and George Kidd on the sec
ond line of Holland. Here he built a modern ski resort com
plete with chalet, T-Bar lifts and rope tows for use of the 
younger skiers. Skiers from all over Canada and some from 
the United States came to enjoy these fine facilities. 

In 1963 an outdoor swimming pool was constructed and 
opened December-7th. At the time of construction there was 
only one other private heated outdoor pool in Canada and 
it was in Banff. Open to the sky, the pool was enclosed by 
glass walls on two sides. The other two sides were protected 
by one wall of the chalet and a dormitory built across one 
end with accommodation for 60 people. The pool, with 
water heated to 87 degrees, extended partly under the dor
mitory providing access to steam baths. Water for the pool 
came from natural springs one-half mile away and was 
heated by a special oil furnace. 

This ski resort provided winter employment for many 
local men and women. 

A fire in 1965 completely destroyed the chalet but it was 
rebuilt. 

There was a game preserve operated in conjunction with 
the resort. Fully grown, ring-neck pheasants were released, 
three to a hunter, and one winter approximately 150 of these 
birds were taken by guests at the motel. 

Later, snowmobile trails and cross-country ski trails were 
added. 

Mr. Georgas had hoped to open a Health Camp and 
Trailer Camp on the premises but the ski bowl ceased opera
I ion in 1980. 
Courtesy Owen Sound Sun Times 
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C. our11..·,, o l o,,rn Sound un Time\ Bay Motor Ski Bowl 1963 

BRICK KILN 
On May 21, 1867 Richard Green Sr. purchased from the 

Crown lot 31, concession 2EG R. With clay taken from the 
second field back from the road, bricks were formed and 
burned to build a brick house. The back part of the house 
was built first with a good cellar below. Later the front part 
was added. The walls of this home are three bricks thick. 

Mr. Green had two sons, Richard and Thomas. On July 6, 
1881 Richard Green Sr. purchased two lots to the north of 
31, being lots 30 and 29. To Richard Green.Jr. he gave lot 29 
and the north half of lot 30; To Thomas Green was given 
the south half of lot 30 and all of lot 31. 

The history of the different tenants on the farm has been 
rather vague. Thomas Green Sr. passed away at an early 
age leaving Mrs. Green with the farm . The farm changed 
hands frequently - sold, rented, sub-rented but always 
seemed to fall back to Mrs. Green. At one time the Cockshut 
Plough Company had the farm, and on another occasion the 
Agricultural Development Board had control of it. 

On December 10, 1914, Mrs. Green sold the farm to 
George Yates for $6,000, and he in turn sold it to Tom 
Millman on March 22, 1919. Mr. Millman sold to John C. 
Ferguson on June 24, 1920. 
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Other tenants on this farm were a Mr. McKay, R.T. 
McComb, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
McComb, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Tribble, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herb Gates . Phil and Sandy McKay rented it in 1934. In 
August, 1934, Norman McNabb purchased the farm . At that 
time he was a bachelor. On September 11, 1943 Norman 
married Esther Rossman of Williamsford. They were blessed 
with two sons, Ross and Roger. 

The Richard Green farm was operated by the Unwin 
family for many years . 

The McNabb's were very successful and progressive 
farmers. Today Ross and hi wife Joan are carrying on the 
farm tradition on the home place and Roger and his wife 
Shirley have a fine dairy farm where the Unwins used to live. 

Norman McNabb passed away June 30, 1980. Esther is 
now living in Chatsworth. 

THE KEY MOTEL 
The Key Motel was con tructed in 1961 by Francis 

Wheildon for Mr. Austin Quinlan just north of Chatsworth 
on #6 and I O highway. It is the only motel in the township. 
The present owners and operators are Orville and Elsie 
Evans. 



Harold Bryans and his honey truck 1923. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Elizabeth Bryans 

BRYANS' HONEY 
One of Grey County's early beekeepers was Howard 

Showell, who began keeping bees in 1898 in Derby Town
ship. His nephew, Stanley Bryans, became interested in 
honeybees because of his uncle's influence, and as a teenager 
had a few hives of his own on his father's farm in Sullivan 
Township. 

When World War I broke out, Stanley went overseas, and 
it became the responsibility of his younger brother, Harold, 
to care for the bees in his absence. In 1923, Stanley and 
Harold formed a partnership to keep bees commercially. The 
partnership dissolved in 1926, but both brothers continued 
as commercial beekeepers, with Harold Bryans establishing 
his business on the edge of Chatsworth at Lot 5, Conces
sion 1 of Holland Township. Now known as Bryans' Honey, 
the business was purchased by Harold's son, David, in 1976 
and still operates from the same location. Bryans' Honey 
operates 1200 hives of bees, with 30 bee yard locations in 
4 counties . The majority of honey produced is packaged 
and sold at the honey house. 

MEDICAL CLINIC 
In the same area as the motel a Medical Clinic was con

structed by Francis Wheildon in 1966. At that time the doc
tors using it were Dr. A.N. McDougall and Dr. George 
Chamberlain. Dr. McDougall moved his office into Chats
worth and Dr. Chamberlain went to Owen Sound. In 
October, 1977, the Credit Bureau of Owen Sound Ltd. took 
possession of the clinic and is still doing business from that 
location. 

LEN RUD WHOLESALE 
In 1965, Orville Stewart built a warehouse and new home 

across the highway from the Chatsworth Nursing Home. 
His business was known as "Stewart Distributors" and he 
handled mostly cheese and confectionaries. In 198 I he sold 
his prosperous business to Rudy Jacobs and it is now known 
as Len Rud Wholesale. Rudy enlarged the warehouse but 
is carrying on much the same business started by Orville 
Stewart. 

CHATSWORTH NURSING HOME 
Near the other two businesses is the Chatsworth Nursing 

Home. It was built in 1967 by Ted Cathrae and has been 
home to many people since then. David Bedford of Owen 
Sound purchased the Nursing Home in 1982. There are 
presently thirty-four people in residence there. 

FRANCIS WHEILDON, CONTRACTOR 
Francis Wheildon started into the building trade appren

ticing under Wes Patton of Holland Centre. Before long he 
had established his own business constructing new buildings 
and renovating others. Many fine homes and places of 
business in the area provide evidence of his ability as a 
builder. 

Francis was born at Arnott but now lives on the edge of 
Chatsworth carrying on his business from the beautiful 
home he built for himself and his family. Francis married 
Aeleen Cain of Desboro and they have two children, Mary 
Lou and Tom. 

WHEILDON'S SHINGLE MILL 
Late in 1939, Harry Wheildon purchased a shingle mill 

from Mr: Scarrow of the Irish Block. With the assistance 
of Pete Mitchell, an experienced millman from Williams
ford, it was set up in a building at Lot 24, Con. 2EGR where 
Jim Wheildon lived. 

Harry and his sons, Mike and Jim, operated. the shingle 
mill for several years. It was powered by a Massey Harris 
gasoline tractor. Shingles were cut from good cedar blocks, 
packed in bunches, and sold for about $10.00 per thousand 
for # I shingles (four bunches held 1000 shingles). Some 
custom work for local farmers was also done. 

Good cedar became scarce and the mill ceased to operate. 
It was sold to McEwen Brothers of Parry Sound in 1982 
and is now operating in that community. 

SLABTOWN 
Many years ago, at least prior to the 1900's there was a 

small settlement located on Lot 23, Concession 2 of Holland 
Township known as Slabtown. It consisted of a lumber mill 
owned by Claridge and Hillock (Mr. Hillock married Millie 
Mcinnis, Elwood Mcinnis' sister), a shingle mill, and several 
houses. It was located behind the swamp on this acreage, 
and a partial foundation as well as a well are still visible 
there. John Mcinnis was a sawyer in the lumber mill. It was 
here that Florence Ross, daughter of Harry and Edith 
Wheildon was born in 1902. 

Claridge and Hillock moved their saw mill to South River 
and John Mcinnis continued his employment with them 
there for several 'years. 

Pearl MacDonald, John Murray's daughter, can recall 
Slabtown, and remembers mostly the several Indian families 
who lived there. They made baskets from reeds and sold 
them around the countryside. 
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J. WHEILDON ALUMINUM 
In 1957 Jim Wheildon began his business in Arnott under 

the name of J. Wheildon Aluminum which he operated from 
his residence (Lot 24, Con. 2). The first few years the de
mand was mostly for doors and windows. 

After selling his school buses in 1968, Jim devoted all his 
time to the aluminum business. This covered a large area 
from the Bruce Nuclear Development near Kincardine to 
Stratford, to Lake Simcoe, Mount Forest, and Sauble 
Beach. But mostly he was kept busy closer to home especially 
in Markdale. Siding, soffitts, facia and eavestroughing 
became the main items sold . . , 

Jim retired to Owen Sound in 1982 with fond memories 
of many good customers and kind friends . 

The remains of the residence and office of the late Dr. Bull at the turn 
of the century. 
Court esy of A. N. C larke 

William Gavin "Tail«:1+" Murray and his wife Isabella Sinclair, founder 
of Arnott; owner of the first store, post office and tailor shop 
Cou rt esy of (late) W. J . Reid 

BERKELEY 

Berkeley in 1982 is a sleepy little village with the excep
tion of the busy traffic on Number 10 highway. How dif
ferent the roads are today from the early bush trails. 

Lifestyles have changed with the coming of better roads 
and cars, resulting in the closing of three stores. The once 
busy Orange Hall is no more, where so many good corn~ 
munity showers and dances were held . At the house par
ties the young people would come from miles around in 
horse and buggies or sleighs, and dance to violin and organ 
music provided by the local musicians, till small hours, get
ting home in time to chore. 

Showers for newlyweds were often held in homes and 
these were for the whole family . Coats and children alike 
were piled on the beds, all this by coal-oil lamp. Hydro 
didn't come to the farms on Number 10 until late 1940. 
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The people had a wonderful time making their own fun, 
in the early 1900's. The church had garden parties where 
the ladies would have a booth set up in the church yard to 
sell lemonade and homemade ice cream, which must have 
been a real treat. 

The churches also held box socials. Each lady would pack 
a lunch in a beautifully decorated box. The men would bid 
on these, sometimes paying a high price for the privilege of 
eating with a certain young lady. 

The young people enjoyed swimming and picnics at 
Sargent's Lake, located about one-half mile behind Mit
chell's sawmill. Mr. Sargent had built change houses, docks 
and boats. Mitchell's Pond, located on Sideroad 60 west of 
the village, also had a change house and boats, where many 



Berkeley Street, looking north on No. 10 Highway 

good times were enjoyed. The children of the village in 1983 
still enjoy skating on the pond. 

Some o( the changes in recent years are: streetlights in 
1968; hardtop road and drainage tile in 1975; and garbage 
pickup in the 1970's. Homes have been modernized with new 
siding, hydro and indoor plumbing. 

We now have a playground where ball tournaments are 
held. 

BERKELEY STORE AND POST OFFICE 
LOT 60 CONCESSION 1, 

EAST TORONTO SYDENHAM ROAD 

Berkeley Post Office was established in 1853, with Wm. 
Lyons as Post Master. A post office and general store were 
generally combined. In those days a general store had just 
everything you would need. Customers would bring their 
eggs, home-made butter, and vegetables to pay for tea, cof
fee, sugar and flour, which were the basic necessities. There 
was a gas service here until 1931, when Kenneth Wright was 
here. He took it out because he was too busy. Joseph Lund 
owned the store and also the building now owned by lta Watts. 
It was used as feed storage and the Forester's Hall. Edward 
Sargeant owned and operated the store and post office from 
1910 - 1926. Mrs. Laura Caswell presided from February 
1926 to September 1926, then Everett G. Henry had it until 
1931 . Kenneth Wright operated it until 1962, when Benjamin 
Freason took over until 1967 . He was followed by Robert 
Cowan until I 973. Then Mrs . Vera Turnbull operated the 
store for a few years and then phased it out in 1974. She 
is still post mistress and runs a beauty salon. 

The Post Office was established in 1853. The first name 
was Holland and changed to Berkeley in 1857. The 
Postmasters were: 

Name Date of Date of Cause of 
Appointment Vacancy Vacancy 

William Lyons 1/ 5/ 1853 26/ 9/1857 Death 
John Flemming 1/ 1/ 1858 -/2/ 1882 Death 
George Flemming I / 4/ I 882 10/ 11 / 1887 Resignat ion 
Joseph Lund l / I/ 1888 10/ 11 / 19()() Resignal ion 
Edward Sargent 1/ 1/ 1901 21 / 1/ 1926 Death 
Mrs. Laura Caswell 22/ 2/1926 7/ 9/1926 Resigna1ion 
Henry G. Everett 22/ 9/ 1926 18/ 6/ 1931 Resignation 

R. Kenneth Wright 14/7 / 31 28/ 5/1962 Resignation 
Benjamin Frearson 3/7/ 1962 Acting 

Benjamin Frearson 8/ 8/ 1962 18/ 7/ 1967 Resignal ion 
Robert E. Cowan 1/ 8/ 1967 Acting 
Robert E. Cowan 29/ 9/ 1967 31/ 5/ 1973 Resigna1ion 
Mrs. Vera Turnbull 1/ 6/1973 I 3/7/ 1973 Temporary 
Mrs. Vera Turnbull 17/7/73 S1ill there June 1982 

Post Office Berkeley 1982 
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BERKELEY STATION 

The coming of the Toronto Grey and Bruce Railroad gave 
Berkeley its early prosperity. Originally designed as a flag 
stop, Berkeley did not have a full sized station until early 
C.P.R. days. The station was built about 1882 on land pur
chased from James Wright. 

The station was fairly large . One interesting picture of 
the station shows the results of the snowplow operator 
forgetting to fold up his wings during tm winter of 1930 
and the plow removed some of the platform. 

The station was always a place of interest, where people 
of the village would often walk to watch the trains come in. 

With the coming of the train, people had transportation, 
a way to ship their produce and lumber . The remains of the 
stock yard can still be seen . 

The station was dismantled about 1965. 

Some of the Station Agents were William Marshall, 
Mr. Griner and Mr. Gilpin . Mr. Bob Fieldhouse was the 
last one. 

(From Markda/e Standard, April 22, 1937) 

EAGLE'S PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Jack Eagle's Plumbing and Heating is owned and oper

ated by Jack B. Eagles, a lifetime resident of Holland 
Township . 

Jack has offered quality service to residents since March 
of 1974. 

WALTER HARPLEY - CABINETMAKER 

Walter Harpley started his business in 1972. Previous to 
this he had worked for Centre Grey Builders in Markdale 
for fourteen years. While in their employ he did general 
carpentry, trim and cabinet work. After starting his own 
business he continues to build homes and do renovations 
but prefers to build cabinets, furniture and wood specialties, 
including restorations. 

OUR DRIVE-IN MARKET 
Lot 71 Concession 2 E.T.S.R. - SO Acres 

This lot is now owned by Fred Lepard and Reta Gillespie 
Lepard and is known as the Hiway Market. In 1950 this 
market gardening enterprise was started with a basket of 
gladiolus bulbs. 

Harold and Reta Gillespie had four children - Marian, 
Kenneth, Anna and Ron. Harold worked in Mitchell's mill 
and then in Hewgill's mill at Priceville for years. Reta looked 
after the gardening, expanding the business from bulbs to 
vegetables. Harold was only home on weekends to help a 
little. They had a small tractor and equipment. Fred Lepard 
worked in Toronto and would be there on weekends to 
work. 

Reta was caretaker of the No. 70 School for years until 
it was closed. The Gillespies drew water from the school to 
their place until a well was drilled in 1962. 
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Our Drive-in Market 
Lot 71 Concession 2, E.T.S.R. 

Courtesy of Fred & Reta Lepard 

An old trailer was bought in 1957 for a sales stand and 
in 1959 the present stand was built. In 1960 living quarters 
were built beside the sales stand. The present dwelling was 
built in 1972 along with greenhouses. 

After Harold passed away in April 1977 Reta married 
Fred Lepard. The greenhouses were modernized and are now 
heated with hot air furnaces. There is a lime kiln on this 
farm. The Lepards are seniors now, Fred celebrating his 83rd 
birthday. 

KEILL WOODWORKING 

Keill Woodworking and Carpentry started business in 
1964. In 1967 they bought the Orange Hall in Berkeley and 
for several years made kitchen cabinets, bathroom vanities, 
lawn furniture and other items. They also built some small 
houses and cottages and did numerous additions and re
modelling jobs in an area that included Corbeton, Craigleith, 
Chesley and Wiarton. They employed from one to five men. 

In early 1975 they bought a few Duroc sows and began 
to raise pure bred breeding stock, registered and R.O.P . 
tested. They were constantly near the top at the Agriculture 
Canada Boar Test at New Dundee, and sold breeding stock 
across Canada. 

The herd grew to about 35 sows and four top boars . They 
also used artificial breeding with top boars in the Ontario 
Swine Artificial Insemination. This left little time for the 
woodworking business. 

They sold the breeding herd in early l 982. 

WES KIRK'S GARAGE 
Lot Part 1-61 Concession 1 W.T.S.R. 

There was a hotel here in 1888 owned by a Mrs. Allen . 
When it was burned down in 1912 it was owned by the 
Lackeys, relatives of Alice (Mrs. Ed Beatty) . The lot was 
vacant for a number of years until Charles Rowe bought 
it from Tom Wiggins in 1931. He built the present garage 
making his own cement blocks. The house was built in 1936. 

Wallace Walker returned from overseas in 1945 and 
bought the garage in 1946. He married the former Doris 
McLaughlin and they ran the garage until 1958 when they 
sold to Wes Kirk. 



Wes is a brother of Russell and Nelson Kirk. He was a 
machinist and operated the garage until May 1982 when he 
closed down to· retire . Wes and Alma have one daughter, 
Dale. 

Wes Kirk's Garage, Berkeley 
Courtesy or Waller Harp ley 

MARKDALE MEATS LIMITED 

The Ontario Municipal Board gave its decision in favour 
of aHowing an abattoir to be built on the property at the 
fro nt of the waste disposal site north of Markdale in 
December of 1977. Francis Moran of Williams ford plan
ned to build on about 3.5 acres to the south of the entrance. 
Construction started in July 1979 and the modern plant was 
opened in May of 1980. 

In May of 1982 the plant became known as Markdale 
Meats Limited with a grand opening of its retail counter. 
This plant contin ues (1982) to do custom slaughtering. 

(From Markdale Standard, Nov. 1980, Dec. 1977, 
May 19, 1982) 

McCANN'S PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Part Lot 60, Concession 1, West Toronto Sydenham Road 

In the early 1930's, Wm. Walker, father of George and 
Wally Walker and Muriel Middleton, operated a feed store 
here. George Beighton owned the present house and sold 
to John and Marion McCann in 1958. John started his 
plumbing and heating business in the store. As he progressed 
he bought more land from Mrs. Adam Bailey in 1961 and 
built the present building. In 1969-70 a new addition was 
added and the yard paved. The business branched out from 
plumbing and heating to electrical, complete with appliance 
show-room and office. Two secretaries were hired , Emily 
Flint and Betty Stafford. John and Marion have one 
daughte r. 

MILLS' CUSTOM WELDING 
Lot 61, Concess ion I, East Toronto Sydenham Road on 

fifty acres was owned by Frank Maxted . Jack Byers built 
a 40 ft. x 80 ft. Wonder Steel Work Shop. He was open 
for business in 1974. His helper was Allen Mills who took 
over the business in 1978. Allen was assisted by his father, 
Sheldon Mi lls. After a few years Allen took another job, 
leaving his fat her to operate the heavy equipment, general 
welding busi ness to the present day . 

GENERAL STORE 
Lot 61 West Toronto Sydenham Road, Concession 1 

(Now known as John McCann's Apts.) 

Mina Atkinson came here from Dundalk and bought the 
general store in 1936 from Bill Price . The Prices had owned 
the store 90 years ago. Mina Atkinson later married Sam 
Saunders, who was an insurance agent. They kept store un
til 1945 when they sold to George Fox. Two years later it 
was sold to Bill Welton . In 1953 it was sold to Frank and 
Grace McArthur. There was a good stone wall basement, 
6 bedrooms and a bath upstairs , and living quarters behind 
the store. 

McArthur carried on a thriving business. The McArthurs 
had 3 children. In 1960 they sold to Craig McLeans. After 
several years the McLeans moved away and the store was 
idle until John McCann bought it in January 1971. 

Small town stores were being phased out, so Mr. McCann 
renovated the building into apartments . There are 3 apart
ments, with a laundromat in the basement. 

J -
Berkeley Store (CIRCA) 1956 

Courtc"y of Fran~ Ml·Arthur 

WAYNE TOLTON TRUCKING 
Wayne Tolton started his trucking business in 1959. It was 

with a 1956 Dodge truck purchased from Clarence Soul of 
R.R. #3 Markdale, to truck to the Toronto Stock Yards . 
In 1959 a trip to Toronto with a load of stock cost $40.00. 
Mr. Tolton said he bought a new truck in 1964 for $4600.00 
compared to the $35,000.00 it would cost at 1982 prices. In 
the busy times he sometimes makes 3 - 4 trips to Toronto 
without stopping. 

Wayne's son, Brian, also entered the trucking business 
in 1979 when he purchased a cattle truck from Garnet 
Mcinnes. He also helps to run the family farm. 
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SEAN SEMPLE DRYWALL BUSINESS 

Sean started his apprenticeship with Ron Wright in 1976 
and started up his own business in 1977. In July 1978 he 
bought part Lot 60 Concession 1 E.T.S.R. from his father 
and built a shop and then a house. On June 2, 1979 Sean 
married Catherine Winch and they have a daughter, Karrie 
Lee. 

DOUG'S TOWING 
Thompson Murray started a wrecking yard business in 

1955 when he bought a farm from Wally Graham located 
about two miles north of Markdale on the east side of 
Number 10 Highway. Mr. Murray continued this business 
for nineteen years, selling to Jim Landry in 1974. Mr. Lan
dry carried on for three years, selling to Doug Curry. 

Mr. Curry has the wrecking business as well as a towing 
service in operation in 1982. 

WILLIAMSON'S GARAGE 
Part Lot 60 West Toronto Sydenham Road 

This lot was owned by George Stafford and his wife. They 
built the garage around 1928 or 29 and also had a general 
store and blacksmith shop on the side street behind the 
garage. They lived over the store. The garage was sold to 
George House of Meaford, and he made an apartment above 
the garage. 1'he store was sold to Joe Fotltergill and used 
for a dwelling. The blacksmith shop has long since 
disappeared. 

In October 1946 George House sold the garage to Ed 
Williamson from the Goring area, and with his bride, Jean 
McCauley, in November 1946 set up their married life. Their 
only child, Alan, was born in June 1949. 

The Fothergill house was sold to a Mr. Seal of Toronto, 
and when he died, the Williamsons bought it and turned 
it into a car paint shop and storage shed. The Williamsons 
still operate the garage in partnership with their son. They 
built a new home on E-1/2 Lot 61 East of the Toronto 
Sydenham Road in 1975 and enlarged the.garage to accom
modate big trucks. 

Williamson Garage, Berkeley 
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WALKER ST ABLES 
W-1/2, Lot 27 Concession 6 in the township, S-1/2 

Lot 26 Concession 5, this land consisting of 150 acres was 
taken from crown land by John and Margaret Aitken (the 
former Mary Jane Brown). They cleared enough land to 
build the house and barn . The original house still stands . 
The couple resided their entire married life here and raised 
children, Margaret, Matthew, John and Jane. 

In December 1942 it was purchased by Nelson and Leona 
Kirk who with their son Lloyd farmed here for the next ten 
years when Nelson took sick and passed away. 

Leona Kirk sold this farm to Mrs. Albert Walker in 
February 1955. She, with her son Robert (Bert), and 
daughter, Gladys, moved here April 1st 1955 . 

Robert married Jean Boyce (daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Boyce, Markdale) December 22, 1956 and brought 
her here to reside. Jean was a teacher at Orange Valley 
School south of Markdale and later taught at S.S. 10 
Holland (Sowerby's School) 1959-63 . 

In 1957 Robert and Jean purchased the property from his 
mother at which time she and daughter Gladys moved to 
Markdale. 

..... ~ 

Councsy of Walter Harplcy Walker's Stables 
Lot 27 Concession 6, E.G.R. 

Robert and Jean were blessed with three daughters Jayne 
1959, Lorna 1961, and Rosemary 1963. 

In mixed farming for many years, the Walker family had 
dairy cows and then moved into the present beef commer
cial cow-calf operation. It has given the family the basis for 
growth and development of several other farm related 
interests. 

In the 1960's to 1970's Robert took outside seasonal jobs 
to compensate financially, then worked eleven years as 
grader operator for the Township of Holland . 

The farm now totals 170 acres. Another 300 acres were 
rented from neighbours. It became known as "Walker 
Stables". 

In 1977 horses and ponies were their hobby. A highlight 
in their farming career was the building of a large indoor 
arena 60' x 136' which housed a clubroom and washrooms. 
This was the beginning of the riding stable business. 



Registered Quarter Horses are bred and raised, and show 
horses are boarded . Jayne trains and gives riding instruc
tion in English ·or Western style, offers hay and sleigh and 
trail rides and operates a Youth Day Camp in summer. 
Facilities are open year round, the only facility of its kind 
in this immediate area. 

The daughters are competent horsewomen and 
knowledgeable in all aspects of farm and stable. Thus it is 
a family enterprise with casual labour hired only when 
needed. 

Progress over the years has seen many changes to these 
farm lands and buildings. 

Perseverance and hard work have made all this possible. 

Isaac Elder Sr. moved from Traverston to Berkeley inl894 
or 95 in order that his children could go to a Protestant 
school. He built the. blacksmith shop in Berkeley. Other 
members of his family were born here - son Isaac Robert 
in 1902. Isaac Robert joined the army from Berkeley but 
spinal meningitis was prevalent in his camp so he was quar
antined in England and never went to the continent. 

Upon returning home he worked with his father who also 
had a woodworking shop where he built sleighs, one set be
ing sent to Saskatchewan. Isaac Jr. gradually took over the 
blacksmithing and Isaac Sr. did the woodworking. The 
Elders did much work for the Mitchells, welding etc. Mit
chells supplied them with their lumber. 

Berkeley Street 
looking west on sideroad 60 Stafford's Blacksmith shop and store , 1894, now Ed Williamson's paint shop 1982 

Left to right - Alice Baker, Lillie Lackie, Henry Baker, Sarah Baker, Jim Wilson, Rebeana Wilson, their two children, Mary Jane Brown, Ellen 
Brown, Mrs. Bob Lackey, Jas. Brown, Geo. Sargent, Thomas Sargent, Ellen Sargent, Ed Sargent, Thressa Sargent, May Brown 
(Ourtc'>) o l ,\1r -. . ~tan \Torri , on 

BLACKSMITH SHOPS 
Blacksmith shops were very important to each community 

in the early days. Almost every family had horses for trans
portation and working the farms. Many of the small barns 
still remain, but no longer house the horses, chickens, pigs 
and a cow that each family had. 

Richard Abbey owned a blacksmith shop located on the 
south-east corner in Berkeley where Mrs. Russell McCann 
now lives (1982). 

George Stafford's shop was located where Mrs. Stan Staf
ford's home is. Almost directly across the road on the site 
of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Bykorlund 's home, a shop was 
owned by Isaac Elder. 

THE WATTS RESIDENCE 

Part Lot 60 Concession I North East Toronto-Sydenham 
Road was formerly owned by Joseph Lund in 1888. It was 
used for the living quarters and for storage for the store next 
door. In the late I 800's the Canadian Order of Foresters 
opened a branch in this area and used Lund's storage shed 
for a meeting place. There is a separate entrance off the 
street with a wide stairway leading up. There is a platform, 
two steps elevated at one end of the hall. John Craven of 
Owen Sound was one of the first members of the Foresters 
and possibly the only one living today. The Hall was an ideal 
place for -the church tea meetings and concerts and even a 
little shin-dig. 
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One time years ago, the 12th of July celebration was held 
in Berkeley. The Orangemen marched through the village 
to Mitchell's pond where there was a park. Here special 
speakers stood on a plank platform and delivered a message. 
Naturally people had to eat, so for those who had not 
brought a picnic basket, a meal was provided by the village 
ladies in the Hall . 

Another happening was a wedding reception given for Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Mitchell by the mill em:i)loyees on January 
l , 189 l. Oysters were on the menu. It is hard to believe so 
much excitment happened in Berkeley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell had been married in Wainfleet and 
the party took place when they arrived in Berkeley. The gifts 
were a big arm chair, which the Mitchells still have, and a 
silver tray. This property is now owned by Ita Watts. 

J.B. WITTEN & COMPANY 
J .B. Witten & Company is a small family printing business 

formed in 1962 by Jean and Jim Witten. The Wittens were 
both employed in the printing industry in Toronto . The pro
perty was purchased in 1956 and the next few years saw ex
tensive repairs and renovations. 

Jean was born two miles West of Dornoch and spent her 
first 14 years in Grey County before moving to Toronto. 
When the Wittens began thinking about a country life they 
started looking for property close to "home". Jim has taken 
to rural life like a native and they feel they have found the 
ideal place to settle down and raise their family here in 
Holland Township. 

The property is located 1st Concession West of Berkeley 
on the West Back Line. 

GRIFFIN CORNERS (DORNOCH) 
Many immigrants, after coming to Canada and reaching 

Southern Ontario, headed north, as did Mr. Griffin. While 
travelling the Garafraxa, he came upon crossroads which 
appealed to him and he settled there in 1841. The crossroads 
were called "Griffin Corners". Mr. Griffin started a store 
in an effort to provide the necessities so essential for sur
vival. Flour, the main basic, and mail were brought in once 
a month, weather permitting . 

John Jessman_also came_in 1841 .. follo~:by John Smith, 
John McIntosh, and Joseph Byers in 1842. John and George 
Skene came in 1843. In the late 1850's a stage coach started 
running from Durham to Chatsworth so supplies would be 
available more often. It was also a means of transportation 
and communication, and life in Griffin Corners was much 
improved. 

These new Canadians felt the need of spiritual fellowship 
so services were held in the homes. A central meeting place 
was the home of James Smith and Joseph Byers. In the late 
1850's churches were constructed to fill the needs of both 
the Catholic and Protestant faiths . 
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On the Glenelg side of Griffin Corners stood O'Marrow's 
Hotel, Sullivan's store and post office, and a Catholic 
Church and Separate School. On the Bentinck side was a 
store and blacksmith shop. The store is still in operation in 
1982. John McIntosh donated land in 1857 on the Sullivan 
corner where the Presbyterian Church was built. Somewhere 
in Griffin Corners were a shoemaker, tailor shop, two 
smithies, and a weekly cattle sale. Around the turn of the 
century, the hamlet's name was changed to Dornoch, after 
Dornoch in Scotland. 

Dr. J. L. Smith came to Dornoch in l 890 where he started 
a practice that lasted for 20 years . It was only during the 
last few years he was in Dornoch that he had the convenience 
of a telephone . He successfully removed tonsils in his of
fice, or on the kitchen table in his patients' homes. In winter 
he walked as many as five miles, and spent hours, sometimes 
all night, with a seriously ill patient. He was a man of small 
stature. When he was making calls with horse and rig, he 
trusted his horse to take him home, and that was when he 
would curl up in his rig and catch up on his sleep. 

He paid tribute to the information many farm women 
gleaned through the branches of the Women's Institute mak
ing them most capable nurses when sickness entered their 
homes . He moved his practice to Durham in 1918 but he 
still had many patients in Holland Township, who asked 
for and relied upon his services. With the convenience of 
the automobile, he covered the extra miles to care for those 
who needed him. 

John Halliday and his wife came from Scotland in 1847 
and settled on lot 29, con. 1, Holland Township, just north 
of Dornoch. Mr. Halliday was a cabinet maker who special
ized in cupboards and made caskets. This was his full time 
occupation. Some of the older homes in the Dornoch area 
proudly possess some of these cupboards, and are proof of 
the fine workmanship of those times . 

DORNOCH HALL 
In 1952 an organizational meeting was held and a com

mittee named to purchase enough land from A.O. McIntyre 
for the purpose of building a community hall. 

The four townships, so closely joined by the four cross 
roads, Holland, Sullivan, Glenelg, and Bentinck, provided 
money. William Holley was given the building contract and 
along with others who donated labour, soon built the hall. 

It was completed November 14, 1952, and the official 
opening was on December 5, 1952. People from the four 
townships filled the hall for a dance held to celebrate the 
joint accomplishment. A lunch was supplied by the ladies 
of the community. 

Each of the townships had a representative on the board: 
Howard Smith from Holland, Louis Grahlman from Sulli
van, David Hewitson from Glenelg, and George Mannerow 
from Bentinck. 



Concession 2-3 West Toronto Sydenham Road between 70 & 80 sideroad 

Berkeley 

Glenelg Twp. 

+- No. 10 Highway 

1917 
Elijah 

Dunnett 
married 

Jane Nesbitt 

Bought by Russell Allison 

Paid $2,000 for 
100 acres in 
spring 1915 

Bought by R. Allison 
in 1919 
50 acres 

for $800.00 
from Frank J. 

Hill. 

Bought by John Beaton 
who married Sarah Cullen 

about 1920. 

William 
McNally 
married 

Catherine Leitch 
one daughter 
Leona now 

Mrs. Leonard Hampton 

William Walker 
married a Bradley 

70 sideroad 

Glenelg Twp. 

80 sideroad 

Rev. Shunk 
a minister in 
early 1900. 

United Brethern 
(Church) 

more on other 
side of sheet. 

about 1915 Archie Cowan 
bought farm from the 

William Walker (estate) who 
married Lillian Anderson. William 

was killed in 1914 by the kick 
of a colt he was training. 

To Bell Lake _. 

This was submitted by Mrs. Jean (Frank) I. Eagles 
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CHATSWORTH 

The following is the way W. W. Smith saw Chatsworth 
in his Gazetteer and Directory of the County of Grey 
(page 48) in 1865-66: 

CHATSWORTH. 
A thriving villnge on the" Garafrax·a Road ," nt the intersection of 

the Toronto nnd S:;denham Road, 9 miles south of Owen Sound, 
and 19 north of Durham . About the yenr 1842, n settler named 

Coyer, built a log Rhnnty, an<l called it a 'l'nvcrn . H e was succeeded 
by Devine, who dispensed such chC'cr as his house afforded , for some 
years. " Devine's" wns reckoned the fir~t. st.,1gc from Oiven Sound , 
It was the first house built in the settlement, n~d stood where Camp
bell 's Tavern (occupied by G. FolliR) stands now. In 1852, when 
the "Toronto Line" was projected, Mr. S. II. Breese bought the lot 
at the intersection of the roads, and put up the " California House" 
which he still keeps open as a Hotel and General Store. The " Cali
fornia House" (so called by its proprietor, who is a returned Califor
nian), soon became a well-known point on the great northern road . 

BLACK & McGILL Proprie- Freeman, Richard, Plasterer. 
tors Chatsworth Fo~ndry. GIBSON, THOMAS, Tinsmith. 

Black, ,Tohn (of Black & l\JcGill) . Hopkins, John, Boot and Shoe
BREESE, STEPHEN H., Pro- • maker. 

prietor California House, and 
General Merchant. 

BRITISH ARMS INN; ,Joseph 
Hopkins, Proprietor. 

Bell, Mrs. 
llowiP.. Mr•. 

HOPKINS, JOSKPH, Proprie
tor British Arms Iun 

Johntown Hotel, G. l•'olliss. 
Kingsbury, Stephen, Proprietor 

Cbatsworth 'l'annery. 
CALIFORNIA HOUSE, 8. H. 

Breese, Proprietor. Knox, '.l'homJls, Lubourcr. 
Chatsworth 'l'own Hnll. Knox, Rooert , Boot and Shoe-
CHATSWO RTH FOUNDRY, maker. 

_Black & McGill, Proprietors. Little, John, Carpenter. 
CARDWELL, HENRY, l'ost- Leggett, Gore. Wuggon-maker. 

master, Conveyancer. Clerk Letherland. ·wm, Carpenter. 
6th Div. Court, To.wnsbip Clerk Mitchell , John, Lnbourer. 
for Holland, Issuer of Marriage Mo~ris, Thomas, Cooper. 
Licenses r ~ , l\Iu1rhouse, George , Carpenter. 

C d ll ~ ' h As · t t p t l\IcGill, Andrew (of Black & Mc-
ar we , posep , . _sis an os - Gill). · 
~aster ; ColI;1w1ss10ner for ta- McGREGOR DUNCAN Pb _ 
k10ii; Affidavits. . . ' ' Y 

CAMPBELL, ALEX., General s1cian and Surgeon. 
M b t McGregor . Hugh, Labourer. 

C 
ere an R J C d Norton, Rev. William, Wesleyan 

ameron , . ev. awes, ann a Methodist. 
Presbyterian . R' h d S I BI k · 1 

Curtis, George, W aggon-maker. R~c h o.r d son, Mam;eBI ~c 5.~t 1. 

Duffy, Thomas, Blacksmith. Sh1c aldr. sonJ, l bar ·F. ac sm1 : 
D d J BI k · h ou ice, Q n, • armer. 

u geon, nmes, ac sm1t , T J b L b · h T D ff anner, o n, a ourer. 
wit · u Y· . . THOMPSON, JOSEPH, Sad-

Duffy, Joseph, Blacksmith, with. di d YCI . •1 k T D ff e an r: arnetis 11 a ·er. 
F 11; GY· I k EThompson,John,Carpeuter. 

F
o te1ss , Seorgel, Bnn ·teepedr. Sh Williamson, J. A. G., Teacher. 
os r, amue , oo an oe- ,v ts 1\1 
maker a on, rs . 

The Illustrated Atlas of the County of Grey, in 1880 added 
(page 13): The development of the place, (Chatsworth) since 
the building of the T. G. and B. Railway, has been very 
rapid. It now contains twelve stores in various lines, four 
hotels, a school with two teachers, four churches, large f oun
dry, several wagon and blacksmith shops, saw mill, shingle 
mill, etc., together with the best mail, express, and tele
graphicfacilities. It was for some time known as Johntown, 
but when the Post Office was established it received its pre
sent name from the P. 0. Department. It contains sufficient 
population (over 750) to incorporate under the general pro
visions of the Municipal Act, and there has lately been an 
agitation tending in that direction. 
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COATSWORTH NEWSPAPER 
At Chatsworth G.J . Blyth before 1880 published the 

Markdale Expositor and commenced in 1885 to publish the 
Chatsworth News, a weekly. This paper, independent po
litically, continued in publishing under A.C.W. Hopkins and 
Hugh McCullough for a period, disappearing in 1935. It had 
a rival from 1896 with the appearance of the Chatsworth 
Banner, also politically independent and a weekly, published 
by Nelson Brothers . This paper continued until about 1907, 
disappearing until 6th of May 1927 when the masthead was 
resurrected by G.W. Collins. On June 3, 1927 it moved from 
Chatsworth to Markdale and merged with the Markdale 
Standard under Colgan and, commencing June 16, it began 
to appear as pages 3 and 4 of the latter paper. It separated 
again on December 22, 1927. The issues of the Chatsworth 
Banner were published as a separate paper from May 6, 1927 
to June 10, 1927. 

Markdale Standard Microfilm 

DIULEA jN 

Staple and Fancy Dry-Goods, Gents' Furnishings, Boots and 
Shoes Specialties, Groceries, Provisions, Crockery, 

Jewelry, Etc. 

!=======~--=----~==-=-========;,,== 
~ ~11.?JroJ;o-3 ~ i'f J 12;h .. I , ✓, 

Ill 

VI( l I It eh.--~ 
I{ (" , ~z__ ~e~ 
If ,f f/ 1...- /( l1 

lr l1i fc;,.. ~ IS 

I( Ii y'l. -o:3 fl--1 ~ 
,II~ 

Sale bill from the Ross House, Chatsworth 
Junl' 18, 1892 
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HARKA WAY POST OFFICE 
Harkaway P.ost Office was established May l, 1875 (some 

of the time it was in Euphrasia Township), located on the 
townline just north of the school in the farm home of Henry 
Bonnell (H~rry Carbert lives there now). 

Henry Bonnell resigned in 1879 and James Logan was ap
pointed February l, 1880, a post he held till July 31, 1891 
when he resigned . John V. Logan was appointed the 1st of 
December 1891 resigning on February 16, 1892. The Logans 
lived on the same farm. 

The next postmistress was Mrs. Jane Murdock appointed 
January l, 1893, resigning August 9, 1904. Her home was 
located south of the school on the present Jim Johnston 
farm. 

William Wylie was appointed December 22, 1904. His 
far m was located in Holland across the road from Jim 
Johnston. William Wylie resigned on July 31, 1907. Mrs . 
Richard Lyons Sr. was appointed July l, 1907, resigning 
March 15, 1910. Mrs Lyons ' farm was on the north side of 
Sideroad 50 on the Holland-Euphrasia Townline. 

The next appointment was that of R.S. McLachlan on 
May 3, 1910. McLachlans lived on the Harry Hawkins 
fa rm. 

The rural mail delivery must have started in that area 
about this time. The post office was closed in l 9 I 3. 

Holford 
Lot 27 Concession 7, E.G. R. 

Double B Sim mental Farm, Pearl & Brian Bumstead 
< 011rtc:,) of Walter Harplc) 

HOLFORD 
The community of Holford lay east of the Garafraxa Road. 

It was homesteaded in the early l 860's by settlers such as the 
Priels, Aitkens, Morans, Sowerbys, Staffords, Hamptons, 
Dowlings, Beattys, Bradleys, Featherstones, McKennetts, 
Cravens, Colwells, Malones, Flewellyns, Holleys and Ritchies. 
The Mickey Priel farm was considered one of the best in 
Holland Township. The Priel brothers, George and William, 
used to go to the field to plough in white shirts. William 

brought black oats down from the west by train one year when 
the crops were poor. 

There were several saw mills. Frank and Jack Hamilton had 
one on the Malone place, run by steam engine. Harold Ed
munds was the engineer. They cut the timber out and drew 
cords and cords of wood and lumber to Holland Centre. The 
Dowlings owned quite a bit of land and had a surrey with a 
fringe on top. 

Maple syrup making was an annual chore when neighbours 
shared bushes and wood. At the turn of the century the roads 
were of logs called corduroy. The water runs from the swamp 
on Lot 29 into a hole in the ground and rises on Lots 28 and 
27 flooding the road every spring. One had to go around the 
block with a car. This was remedied when the road was built 
up in the 1970's. There was a post office here from Septem
ber l , 1911 to November 30, 1914 in James Bradley's house. 

Farm Forums and 4H clubs were popular projects. Today 
Holford can boast a registered Simmental cattle farm , a 
registered riding stable, and a Christian family holiday camp. 

LILY OAK 
East of Toronto-Sydenham Road 

Some of the earliest settlers in this community were the 
Woyces, Madills, Kenneys, Youngs, Clarks, Dennisons, 
Connells, Grants, Lansings, Alexanders, McCauleys, 
Greenaways and Johnstons. There was a post office on the 
corner of Lot 16, Con. 10 managed by James Bruce. It was 
closed in 1914 when rural mail came into being. The first 
car, a 191 8 Ford Touring was bought by the Woyces from 
Tom Raeburn of Markdale. Today, there are several modern 
beef farms and a modern farrow-to-finish hog operation 
there. 

Postmasters 

James Bruce 
John S. Kelly 
Robert A,ison 
John Kelly 
Jame, Graham 
Adam Clark 
Joseph Dennison 

LILY OAK POST OFFICE 

Period of Service 
Day · Month • Year Day • Month - Year 

01 • 08 - 1881 07 - 0 1 - 1889 
0 I • 03 • 1889 0 I - 03 - I 892 
01 • 11 - 1892 18 - 11 - 1898 
0 I · 02 • 1899 28 • 02 · I 902 
01 • 08 - 1902 23 - 12 - 1904 
12 - 10 • 1905 12 - 11 - 1912 
26 - I I - 19 12 3 I - I 0 - I 9 I 3 

Closed because of advent of Rural Mail Delivery. 
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Holland Centre looking south (1900) 
I. a store ; 2. Shutes' store; 3. Queen's Hotel; 4. a rooming house; S. Prices store , 3rd floor used as a hall and for church service; 6. Milliner shop 
Courtesy of Lya ll Mcinnis. Submiucd by Delphine Taylor 

Holland Centre, Ontario looking north about 1915 
Left side - 1st building - Carson Prit'e ' s store; 2nd - butcher shop, then A. T. Curtis home - later storage; 3rd - Wm. Buchanan garage. 
Ni,!hl side - 1st - Harry Smith Flour and Feed later Wes. Troughtons Butcher shop; 2nd - Queen ' s Hotel ; 3rd - bank; 4th - Shutes store 
( ourtc-.y ol We.., I roughton, Suhmi111.:d hy Dclph1nl' J ;.,y\or 

Honour Roll that was placed in Holland Centre Community Centre to honour Holland Tm,nship Nursing Sisters, and Soldiers serving 1939 - 1945. 
( 11urtc,y o l (orpora11011 ol tlu.: 1,,..,.11,h1r 111 ll oll:.111<l 
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HOLLAND CENTRE 
At the last of the 1800's and well into the 1900's winter 

roads were well travelled, with teams of horses hauling sleigh 
loads of logs and wood to Holland Centre . There was ready 
sale for cordwood and stove wood and the logs were readi
ly accepted at the sawmills. 

Long piles of wood flanked the railway near the station. 
Other paying products of the forest were poles and square 
timbers. Some men became very proficient in the use of the 
broad axe, vying with each other to produce a smooth sur
face. Much of this timber was shipped overseas. Holland 
Township was rich with forest products. 

With so much lumber and wood in the village, there was 
need for a salesman. An office was built for this purpose, 
at Lot 16 to 17, Concession 1, W. T. S. R. and was owned 
and operated by Frank and Jack Hamilton. 

Wood and lumber were both bought and sold through 
this office. Later the office was extended and made into a 
home . 

( ourh.:,y ol I r..inl.. lk1rnc, 

Another businessman in Holland Centre was Peter Tel
ford who had a cement business and made cement tiles and 
pig troughs. James Ireton and S.A. Ingersoll did the shoe
making and repairing and the saddlery work. Samuel Watson 
made pumps and had a hardware store followed by Robert 
Bailey who later moved to Port Carling. Ernst Kuglin was 
harness maker for a time. He moved to Williamsford where 
he continued his trade. John Crowther was the first wagon 
maker, followed by Ed. Bell who moved to Owen Sound 
and worked for the Owen Sound Creamery and later the 
Co. Op. Frank Troughton was the village's last wagon 
maker. 

Life in Holland Centre was not all work and no play. 
Oyster suppers_ were served in Price's Hall. Garden parties 
and oyster suppers were enjoyed on the lawn of George 
Crowther. Dances and house parties are recalled when toe 
tapping music was supplied voluntarily by local talent. Each 
community had several square dance callers. Wood and 
stone clearing bees were celebrated with a dance. A good 
time with friends made up for the hard work. 

Wcllinl(lon Bcirncs and Millon McMullcn lc>l(l(ing in Beirnes bush 1926. 
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CARSON PRICE'S STORE AND POST OFFICE 

Prices Store, Post Office and Hall in Holland Centre 
To the right of the picture can be seen the stairs to the hall , where council met for awhile, and the local Justice of the Peace held court. 
From left to right in the picture are - Emma Price, Mae Price, Mrs. Price, Carson Price, Mrs Lagard, Maggie Price , Mrs . Jack Hubbert , 
Bob Telford, Jack Hubbert. 
Coune<iy o f John Arm,trong 

Carson Price, an early pioneer, was born in Ireland in 
1837 and settled in Grey County in 1857. He supported the 
building of several stores in Holland Centre, and Williams
ford Post Office . He was one of Holland Township's pio
neer school teachers and township clerk. In 1875 he built 
a large store on concession 1, S. W. T. S. R., part of Lot 30. 
The post office was moved from the store of Alfred Wil
liams, the first postmaster, to this building and has remained 
there since . 

The upper floor was a hall, and court was held there. 
Mr. Price was clerk when court was held in this hall. Par
ties and church services were also held here. The building 
was large enough to contain the family residence. Part of 
the upper storey was used as a tailor shop by a Mr. Morris. 
Carson Price Jr. carried on the business and post office after 
his father , followed by Mr. and Mrs. Ross Pope, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce Mitchell and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Burnside. While 
under the ownership of the Burnsides, the grocery business 
was phased out. Mr . and Mrs . Ransom became the owners 
in 1980, retaining the Post Office and adding an electric 
business. 

In a small shop north of the Price store was a dressmaker 
shop operated in the early years of Holland Centre, but has 
since been removed. 

BARBER SHOP TO BUTCHER SHOP 

A small building on Thirty Sideroad between the railway 
track and No . 10 Highway in Holland Centre at the turn 
of the century was a barber shop owned and operated by 
Frank Troughton. Date the operation ceased is not available. 

It was then put to use as a butcher shop by Wilfred 
(Barney) Cook. In 1937 it was leased by Carson Wheildon 
to carry on his butcher business. He delivered fresh meat 
throughout Holland Township, using a Model T Ford 
Coupe with a butcher box on the back . He had regular 
routes, and the ladies of the homes made sure they were 
home on the day Carson was coming to get their supply of 
fresh meat and bread . To fill a ll his orders he sometimes 
had to buy from Canada Packers . He had a slaughter house 
east of Holland Centre on Thirty Sideroad near the bridge. 
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In those days everything was refrigerated by ice, which 
Mr. Wheildon cut out of the mill pond in Holland Centre 
with an ice saw. Ice tongs were then used to pick the blocks 
of ice out of the water. They were loaded on a horse-drawn 
sleigh and hauled to a shed near the sawmill and packed in 
sawdust to keep them for the coming summer. This job was 
done in February when the ice was most solid. Carson ceased 
his operation in 1940. 

Another man to deliver fresh meat for a time was Albert 
T. Curtis. He is remembered by the slogan he used in the 
villages. When he came across a group of children, he would 
tell them ("Go tell your mammy your butcher , A.T. Curtis, 
is coming") and it worked. The ladies were always ready to 
make their purchases. 

JOHN - THE BARBER 
Many years ago when the mill was still running in Holland 

Centre and the old hall was still in use , there was a man 
known as, "John, the Barber, " who lived near the hall. He 
did a little barbering, but his main business was bootlegging. 
All the men who worked at the mill and many others too, 
would visit John first and then go to the dances in the old 
hall, right in the mood for dancing after imbibing at the 
barber's. 

HOLLAND CENTRE BLACKSMITHS 

The first to open a blacksmith shop was David Callendar 
who also was township auditor for ~hree years. John Spears 
was next to ply his trade. He built a substantial stone 
building, later taken over by Isaac Elder who carried on the 
business for many years. 

In May 1942 the shop was destroyed by fire, but the stone 
walls were not damaged. A nearby garage of Mrs. Alex 
Shute was also burned. When it was thought some other 
buildings were going as well, the women of Holland Centre 
immediately formed a bucket brigade and kept the fire under 
control, proving the old adage "Never underestimate the 
power of a woman". 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Hiembecker bought the shop. It was 
renovated and made into a radio and television service and 
sales business. A second storey was built above the shop and 
served as the home of the Hiembecker family. 

Carson Price built a store a short distance north of the 
Queen' s Hotel in Holland Centre. It was operated by his 
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Shute . This 
building supplied office space for the vi llage doctor. After 
it ceased being a store, it was used as a warehouse for the 
Price store across the road. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Hiembecker bought the property, and 
the store was torn down to make way for a new home. Part 
of it was saved, loaded on a float and moved to lot 63 con
cession 2 Holland Township, and finished as a home by 
Henry Molson. 
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THE QUEEN'S HOTEL 

For the benefit of travellers, the Queen's Hotel was built 
on the north-east corner of Thirty Sideroad and Number 
Ten Highway. It was owned by R.M. Galbraith, and run 
by William Vogan. Mr. Galbraith was also an auctioneer. 
The first building was burned but was rebuilt. There was, 
of course, a bar, and all alcoholic beverages were sold. 

McKinleys were the next owners. When a fight was started 
in the bar, Mr. McKinley's weapon was an empty whiskey 
bottle held securely by the neck . The disorderly clients were 
told it would be broken over their heads if fighting wasn't 
stopped. The threat proved very effective. The hotel was 
called "Little Hell" by those who did not approve of drink
ing and rowdiness . 

The Local Option Bill was passed, and this prohibited the 
sale of liquor or beer. 

At the east side of the hotel was a stable or shed to feed 
and shelter the horses. 

After the Local Option Vote, the hotel was changed into 
a general store by Miss Bessie McKinley, but was still used 
as a hotel. Harvey Givens was the next store keeper, fol 
lowed by Mrs. M. Henderson . Mr. and Mrs . M. Jackson 
bought the store in August 1969, and ran the business for 
several years. They sold it to Mr. Mastroangelo. It was, by 
this time, divided into apartments, and at the time of writing 
which is 1982, the building is unoccupied . 

' I \~ Li I 

Holland Centre Dam 1982 
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HOLLAND CENTRE DOCTORS 

Dr. Holstead was the first doctor to open a practice in 
Holland Centre. His office was in part of the old Shute store. 
The next to pursue the profession was Dr. Bull who served 
as Medical Health Officer in Holland Township for many 
years. The doctor had a very harrowing experience when 
one night he went out on a call that was false. Assailants 
took him to a bush two miles west of Holland Centre, tied 
him to a tree and flogged him because of an old grudge. 

He had a farm a short distance north of Holland Centre. 
When patients required his services, he was quite often found 
in the barn doing the chores, but the patient was looked after 
just the same. One thing the patient usually hoped for was 
a short examination as the doctor usually had cold hands. 

He was married to Emma Norton of Holland Township 
who was a school teacher and taught in some of the Holland 
Township schools . 

They had four sons. Beverley and Homer chose the 
medical profession and were recognized for their ability in 
that profession. Robert and Ford took up other occupations. 
The two daughters , Muriel and Enid, became school teachers 
and taught locally for a time before moving to other areas. 

HOLLAND CENTRE SERVICE ST A TI ONS 

Some time after 1915, when there were enough cars that 
needed a service station, one was built by Mr. Stewart, on 
Concession 1, Lots 14-15, W.T.S.R., with lumber from the 
local saw mill. It was purchased and operated by William 
Buchanan Sr., in the 1920's . Other operators were, Erwin 
Bumstead, Ralph Cox, and Mr. Howey, who sold to 
Lewellyn Cook. He dismantled the building and rebuilt it 
with a larger more adequate one. John Thompson then 
operated it for a short time. It was purchased by Andy and 
Emma Baca in the late 1950's. A lunch bar was added to 
the business. It was destroyed by fire in the early 1960's. 
The lot was bought by Mrs. Marie Hansen, and a residence 
was built on the lot. 

After clearing trees and brush from Lot 30, Concession 
1, E.T.S.R., William Buchanan Jr. built a garage and ser
vice station across the road from his father in 1948 . In 1965 
the business was destroyed by fire, but rebuilt the same year 
and the same type of business continues. 

TRILLIUM SPRINGS FISH FARM LTD. 
Lot 24 Concession 6 E.G.R. 

This parcel of 169 acres was first owned by Rev . Robert 
Laurrauchat in 1873 . Carl and Edna Morley of Toronto 
bought the property in 1968 and, working on weekends and 
summers, repaired the cabin that had been built by a 
previous owner, Robert Caldwell, and built a larger perma
nent addition onto it. The Morleys also started to develop 
the massive springs at the back of the property, digging three 
large ponds for trout. 

In 1977 the Morleys subdivided the property into four 
areas: two narrow strips each of about 35 acres along the 
south line, one 70 acre parcel with the house, and a 5 acre 

Fish Hatchery 
Trillium Trout Fish Farm Ltd. 

Lot 24 Concession 6, E.G.R., Marjorie & Nigel Robbins 
Courtesy of Walter Harpley 

plot on the north-east corner of Lot 24. They sold the first 
three parcels respectively to Frank and Betty Beattie, Christie 
Windle and Donelda Hinkelman, and Vernon and Melva 
Peterson. After starting construction of a house, the Beat
ties left their parcel in 1979, when it was sold to Simon 
Wildeboer. It was sold in 1981 to Alesino Carano. The sec
ond narrow parcel was sold to William and Richard Hill of 
Meaford after Mr. Windle and Ms . Hinkelman returned to 
British Columbia. The 5 acre corner parcel was sold by the 
Morleys in 1980 to Gregory Chard of Flesherton, who 
started building a log house in early 1982. The Petersons 
sold the largest remaining parcel of 70 acres to Nigel and 
Marjory Robbins from Sudbury in the summer of 1978. 
They moved in during July with their daughter Sylvia. 
Another daughter, Emily, was born in March 1979. The 
Robbins named the farm "Trillium Springs Fish Farms 
Ltd.," and further developed the fish farming facility at the 
back of the property. During 1979 - 1982 they cleared land 
around the springs, constructed a 48' x 112' barn to house 
their full-time trout hatchery and fish raising operations, 
and installed electric power to the fish farming facilities. 

Holland Centre Community Hall, 1982 
( 't1unc, v of A. N . ( ·1;11 I. ,.: 
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HOLLAND CENTRE COMMUNITY HALL OPENED 

More than 600 persons witnessed the ribbon cutting cere
mony that opened the new community centre in Holland 
Centre, December 1955, by Dr. MacKinnon Phillips, then 
Ontario's Minister of Health . 

Besides officially opening the Centre, Dr. Phillips was 
guest speaker, and was introduced by Wilbert Sutcliffe a 
member of the Board. Dr. Phillips chose as his topic "Salk 
Vaccine"; he told of the Department of Health's success 
with the vaccine, and its plans for the future. He compared 
the number of polio deaths in the province, since the vac
cine was used, compared to a year earlier. 

A special program of entertainment was presented, with 
Reeve Ernest Bradley as chairman. Scottish dancing was per
formed by Heather Holley and Bonnie Kirktown; George 
McCormick was the piper. Norbet Hamilton accompanied 
himself on the guitar for a solo. Other solos were - Miss 
Kathleen Craven, Jack Jordison, Miss Jane Robson, and 
George Hall. A choir from Markdale High School and music 
by the Holland Centre School was presented. The Adlam 
Orchestra played a few selections and later played the music 
for dancing. 

Mrs. Orville Hiembecker, a member of the Community 
Board, gave a resume of building the Centre. A meeting was 
called in January 1953. Property was bought from Edward 
Shea, and the foundation was dug in November, 1953, by 
Chester Holley. The roof, ceiling, and finishing work were 
completed in 1954. Gordon Hanna and Emerson Craven 
were given a special vote of thanks. 

During the evening a draw was held. Brenda Mcinnis won 
the first prize of $60.00; Leo Givens of Arthur won the sec
ond prize of $25.00 and Don Taylor won third prize also 
$25.00. 

SCHEUFEN FISH FARM 

Fish Farm 
Lot 31 Concession I , W.T. S.R. 

( ourll'\Y ol lldmul & W allra11 1 Sdu.:u k n 

This property, - Lot 31, Concession 1, West of the 
Toronto-Sydenham Road, was bought from the Crown on 
October 12, 1858 by Alexander Perry. 

Helmut and Waltraut Scheufen bought the property 
across the river from Wes Patton in May, 1971 and the Mit
chell's Mill property on June 15th, 1971. The Scheufens 
started from scratch to build a Jog house. The logs were 
bought in the bush and cut and prepared by hand. The house 
was built on the old foundation and basement. As there was 
no road into the property, a 750-foot road was built. A fish 
hatchery was built across the river. There are three earth 
raceways. The Scheufens moved in September, 1975 to the 
new home with their three children, Monica, Ronald, and 
Brian. They installed their own hydro power using a tur
bine engine generator operated by water power. The dam 
was repaired in 1982 to produce more power. Rainbow trout 
are grown for stocking ponds, and sold fresh or smoked for 
the commercial market. 

TILLERMAN HOUSE 

The Tillerman House is located on the south-east corner 
of Holland Centre village. 

It looks very much today as it did when it was built by 
Alfred Williams some time before 1879. 

Around 1879 people by the name of Hanleys had a board
ing house and milliner shop there. 

In the early 1900's Harry Smith conducted a flour and 
feed store. Wes Troughton bought it from Harry Smith 
about 1922. Mr. and Mrs. Troughton were married on 
September 9, 1925. Both were born in Holland Township. 
Wes is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Troughton and his 
wife Gertrude is a daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs . Robert 
Minion. 

The Troughtons had their first home in this building. 
Along with the feed and flour business they had a butcher 
shop. 

William Buchanan bought the store from the Troughtons 
in 1930, operating a general store until 1935 when he sold 
it to Charles Ransom. The Ransoms had, along with the 
general store, a barber shop and watch repair business. 

Mr. Ransom died in 1962. Mrs. Ransom continued to 
operate the store until her death in April 1973. 

The Tillerman House became a tearoom and restaurant 
in October 1973 when Miss Denise Barry of Honeywood 
bought it from the Ransom estate. The present owners pur
chased the restaurant in the summer of 1981 from Catherine 
Carson. In keeping with the style of the building they have 
a beautiful dining-room where guests can enjoy a delicious 
meal in a very relaxed atmosphere. 



RAE FAMILY AND HONEY BEES 

In 1938 at Harkaway, thirty hives of bees started a suc
cessful venture for Russel Rae, who was born and raised 
in the Harkaway area. In 1944 he married Olga Semple, and 
in 1948 they purchased the lovely home formerly owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. James Dixon, and moved to Holland Centre. 
There he increased the number of colonies of bees to four 
hundred, and built an extracting plant in 1952. In 1957, dur
ing the extracting season, he made trips three times a week 
to Perth County, taking over fifteen bee yards and driving 
a distance of 280 miles and returning to Holland Centre to 
extract the honey. 

In 1962 he bought a bee business in Brantford, and used 
an airplane for nine years for faster transportation to look 

after the thirteen hundred colonies. Again the extracting was 
done at the Holland Centre plant. 

Their family is Sharon (Mrs. G. Tilker) Lyall, Glenn, 
Bruce, and Debbie. The two sons, Lyall and Glenn, joined 
the business in 1972. Since then they ventured on their own, 
each having five hundred hives, and with Russel keeping 
four hundred, but still working as a family unit. 

They have had their share of problems because bears and 
skunks also have a sweet tooth. A bear can destroy as many 
as forty-four hives in one yard in a season . Until the bear 
is discouraged and leaves, or is moved to a different ter
ritory the losses can be heavy. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Green Sr., 10 daughters, 2 sons and their husbands and wives of those married: 
/ .1/ Ro w: Mrs. Thomas Green (Eliza Thompson), Ellen Green (Mrs. James Thompson). Hannah (;reen and Mary Green (both unmarried) 
2nd ro w: James McComh, Thomas Green , Richard (;reen Sr. , Mrs. Richard (;reen Sr., Ril:hard (;reen Jr . 
3rd ro w: Mrs. James McComh (Isabella Green), Thomas John Clements, Mrs. Thomas John Clements (Martha Green) Dunl·an Stewarl, Green, 
William McComh, Mrs. William McComh, Ann Green, Mrs. Richard c;reen Jr .• Annie Baker Hemslock 
Back Row: Henry Hcmstock, Mrs. Henry Hemslock (Sara c;reen) 
l' k 1un.: 1ahn I HH4 

Richard Green Sr. was horn in Queens Counly, Ireland in 1818, came lo Canada in 1843, sellkd near Sauhle, married Marlha McCauh~,· in 1845 
and moved lo lhe second or Holland where he built a home in lhe wilderness; evenluall) dl•:Jred 300 acres · 
C ourtc,y ol M r-, . Harvey M d ur<l y (Ada M d omh) 
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Massie looking north-west (circa 1906) 
Cou rt esy of Mass ie Women' s Institut e, Twccdsmu ir History 

MASSIE 
W. W. Smith's Gazetteer and Directory of the County of 

Grey in 1865-66, (page 149) saw Massie as follows: 

MASSIE. 
A Post-village in the Northern part of the Township of Holland; 

!i m. from Chatsworth, 5 m. from Walter's Falls, and 14 m. to 
Owen Sound. The neighbourhood began to be set.tied about 1853, 
nnd is rnpidly irnprovjng. The pince contains a Post-office, Grist,. 
~fill, Sawmill, blacksmith shop, Horse-shoe Nail Factory, and n 
~chool House. The Sawmill was crect.cd in 1859; the Grist-1\Iill in 
IRG:t Both arc the properly of Alex. Massie, Esq. Tbe Grist, 
Mill is one of the best little ]\[ills in the County. Shafting through
nnt. One rnn of stones. The l\Iills are on the Big Head River. 
There is another wtt.ter-privilel,!:C, a qtwrtcr of a mile below, unem
ployed. Regular scrvitlcs arc held eve~y Sabbath in the School 
llonse by the ·w csleyan und ~. C. l\Iethodist denominations, and 
ncca~ionally by ot,hcr denominations. There is an air of thrift and 
Pntcrprisc nbout the place, which promist'l well for its future growth 
and prosperity. 
Ceasor, John, Blacksmith. 
Coleman, Robert, Farmer. 
HOWEY, WILLIAl\1, Farmer, Commissioner in Queen's Bench. 
llendcrso11, George, Teacher. • 
Lang·, A ndrcw, Farmer. 
~IASSrn, ALEXANDER, Proprietor Grist and Sawmills, and 

Postmaster. 
~fathcson, Dnncan, Carpenter. 
Matheson, Adam, Carpenter. 
Milli!!nn, ,Joshua, Farmer. 
Partri<l!!e, .Jo~cph. lllnnufacturcr of Hol'l!e-shoe Nails. 
Winter; William ,J., Farmer. 
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The village of Massie is situated in the valley at the cross
roads of Concession 6 and Sideroad 3, owing its founding 
to the fact that it is traversed by the Big Head River which 
provided an excellent site for mills. It is a beautiful area of 
the township, "the land in the vicinity of Massie and Strat
haven is called the best in Holland being in the valley of 
Big Head River" - a quote from the Historical Sketch of 
the County of Grey 1880. The following is a quote from 
the Sun-Times, November 24, 1934 written by Thomas 
Anderson. "There was a party of trappers and hunters who 
trapped along the river one winter a long time ago. They 
came across a full grown Indian skull near the river. They 
called that river 'Big Head'. It goes by that name to this 
day. The people along the Big Head didn't require any meat 
in summer as they could get all the trout that they needed. 
A man could go down to the river at noon hour while the 
oxen were feeding and in an hour's time he could get enough 
trout to do his family for two days." 

Settlers first came to the area in the l 840's . In 1854, 
Charles Winter bought two hundred acres on the south west 
corner of the Sixth Concession and Sideroad Three. He 
never lived there but sold the west one hundred acres to 
William Hamill while the east one hundred acres were oc
cupied by William Winter who took out the Crown Deed 
for the farm in 1862 and lived there for twenty-seven years. 

Ten acres on the north-east corner of this farm were sold 
to Alexander Massie in 1862 for a mill-site. Subsequently, 
a one-half acre lot on the north-west corner of the mill pro
perty was sold, leaving the parcel nine and one-half acres . 



Massie (1982) looking north 
Counesy of A . N . Clarke 

When the early settlers came into the new country and 
took up the land, one of the very first projects was to build 
a house to shelter them, and before there were any mills to 
supply wood it was a difficult problem, especially the roof. 
Few of these houses were large enough for a public meeting, 
but the children had to be given their schooling, so very early 
schools were built and the school buildings were used for 
church services. These services were greatly valued. 

In those days there were few who didn't go to church 
regularly as they had done at home in the old country. To 
them, the church service was sacred, and on Sunday when 
they were free from the drive of work, memory would take 
them back to the old home and the old church and the dear 
ones who were still there. 

One Massie soiree was held in the grist mill at Massie 
owned by Alexander Massie. Henry Winter was chairman, 
and filled that position for years when there was a gather
ing of any importance in the village. George Henderson was 
a greatly loved teacher at Massie and his wife was highly 
respected. 

The first settlers in the Massie district were a fine type 
of people, intelligent, well educated and of good character. 
Massie was a musical centre, due largely to George Hender
son's training. It was often said that four families near the 
village could put on a concert at any time. Rebecca Howey 
who became Mrs. White, and Elizabeth Taylor who came 
Mrs. Edge, were the pianists of the district and were always 
ready to help when needed. 

For years there was a good choir led by Michael Howey, 
which was called Uncle Mike's choir, and which sang at all 
the church affairs in the district. Mostly sacred music was 
sung by the choir but a few of the songs sung as solos were 
"Killarney", "Over the Bounding Sea", "I'll Take You 
Home Again, Kathleen", "Gathering up the Shells from the 
Seashore" etc. A duet which is still being sung "Whisper
ing Hope" was sung by Elizabeth Howey and Jessie Carrie. 

There was a Mechanic's Institute Library in the village. 
Not many country villages had such a library in those days. 

For a good many years a strong Royal Templars Lodge 
carried on a good work for temperance in Massie and the 
country around. A fine Band of Hope was carried on 
amongst the children, led at first by William Howey, who 
deserves much credit for leaving his work and coming to 
the meetings. Later the work was carried on by James Cum
mings who was the teacher at the time. Two Bands of Hope 
certificates are still in one family Bible. 

The Post Office, kept by Mr. Milligan, was opposite the 
Mill House. One wintry day two men got into an argument. 
One bet the other that he would not run, without clothes, 
from the Post Office to the corner beyond the bridge, but 
the other was game and won the twenty-five cent bet. 

Sunday School was held in the old church at Massie. 
Margaret Howey was one of the teachers and a fine one she 
was . The Hewitts belonged to Massie church, and James 
Hewitt used to sit in the corner of the front seat in the 
church. Hewitts took up and owned the west half (six hun
dred acres) and Ramages took up and owned the east half 
(six hundred acres) of the block bounded on the west by the 
sixth concession line, on the east side by the eighth conces
sion line, on the north by the townline, and on the south 
by Number Three sideroad. Later Hewitts sold parts of their 
six hundred acres to Robert McKessock, John Cook and 
Thomas Sparrow on the townline and to Henry Thompson 
and David Jamieson on the sixth line. 

1887 Massie Population (approximately I 00) 
Frizzell, Amos - Grocer 
Lickfold, Alfred - Miller 
Mac Elevain, Robert - Blacksmith 
Neelands, E. - Wagon maker 
O'Hara, J. - Boots and Shoes 
Partridge, Joseph - General Store and Postmaster 
Winter, W.J. - Live stock 

MASSIE STORES 
Early in the 1800's, when settlers were hewing homes for 

themselves from the bush, there was a need for stores. Mr. 
and Mrs. James Hewitt, who owned six hundred acres of 
Concession 7, built a log building on the north-west corner 
of Lot I for this purpose. However the store never became 
a reality, and this one hundred acres was sold to Robert 
McKessock and his wife, Eliza Jane Price, and they resided 
in the log building. 

Eventually there were two stores in Massie. One was 
located on Lot 4, Concession 7, just south of the river, across 
the road from the mill house. Owners of the store, as far 
as can be ascertained were: Foster and Higgison, Pilgrim 
Brothers, George and William Coleman, Alex Massie, May 
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Courtesy of R. Love 
Massie (circa 1906) looking east 

and Mercer, and Joshua Milligan who was the final owner. 
He also had the Post Office from 1873 - 1885 . This building 
has long since disappeared but a clump of lilacs remains at 
the road. 

The other store was first opened by Joseph Partridge on 
the south half of Lot 2, Concession 6, the farm being owned 
by his son George. He bought property on the south-west 
corner of Lot 3, Concession 7 from James Hewitt in May 
1876, being part of the acreage taken from the Crown in 
1873, by Mr. Hewitt. Here Mr. Partridge built a store and 
operated it until 1898. During his tenure, in 1885, the Post 
Office was moved from Mr. Milligan's store to his, where 
it remained until the coming of Rural Mail. Ellen A. 
Chatham took possession of the store in November 1898 

and she and John operated it until it was sold to William 
Dunnington in September 1902. David Kelly operated the 
store from May, 1906 until it was purchased by Robert 
Ceaser in October 1906. Mr. Ceaser was the last Post Master 
for Massie Post Office. While Mr. Ceaser was storekeeper, 
he purchased the Temperance Hall and engaged Dick Scott, 
a contractor, to move it down the hill, and across the river 
to the north-west corner of his property. He converted it 
to a large general store, razing the original store but retain
ing the adjoining house. In the 1920's , Mr. Ceaser had a 
gasoline pump installed to accommodate the increasing 
popularity of automobiles among his customers, after hav
ing sold gasoline from barrels. 

He remained the genial storekeeper until the store and the 
three-eighths acre lot were sold in November 1931 to his son
in-law, William Morrow. While Mr. Ceaser, and later Mr. 
and Mrs. Morrow, carried on the business, it was known 
as one of the best country stores in the area. A full line of 
groceries, cured meats, confectionery, hardware, paints, 
household linens, clothing, gift ideas, etc. was kept. A flour 
house, built on the north side by Mr. Morrow, held flour 
and feed. Located directly across the road from the public 
school, it was a great place for the children to spend their 
cherished pennies. It was also a gathering place for the 

Store and Post Office (circa 1906) 
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residents to meet and swap stories in their spare moments. 
Mrs. Morrow p_assed away in 1957 and in January 1959, the 
store was sold to Laura Ross. In October of that same year, 
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Schauss, Durham, took possession. They 
carried on the business until June 1961, when Henry Hin best 
became owner. He was followed by Mr. and Mrs . N. Vessie, 
then Mrs. Laura Gowan. She sold to Joseph and Doreen 
Bruno in April 1966. They were the last storekeepers to carry 
on the business. On December 1, 1970, Hugh and Rosemary 
Neelands took possession of the house and vaca~t store. 
They and their infant son, Dennis, moved into the house 
early in 1971. During late 1972 and early 1973, extensive 
renovations were made to the store building converting it 
to a residential duplex for rental purposes. In 1978, the title 
to the duplex was vested in Hugh Neeland's name, and title 
to the house in Rosemary's name. In March 1980, the 
Neelands family vacated the house, moving to their new 
residence on Lot 3, Concession 6. In July 1980, fire entire
ly destroyed the house. It was not rebuilt, and the lawns were 
extended to cover the site. The duplex, at present, is occupied 
by two young families. 

MASSIE VS. MASSEY 
Through the years the villages Massie and Massey have 

frequently been confused with each other. Mail, destined 
for Massey, a town in the Algoma district, has been turn
ing up at Massie, a non-post office community and vice 
versa. Sometimes good came from this confusion. 

In June, 1953, Mr. and Mrs. V.J. Moore and Judy of 
Wheeling, West Virginia, left home by motor car for a two
week fishing trip in Northern Ontario. Having been advised 
of top-notch fishing spots at Massey, they looked forward 
to a quiet, leisurely holiday away from the rush and bustle 
of the city. Reaching Owen Sound they inquired the best 
way to get to Massey, and were also told that there was ideal 
tourist accommodation there. 

Turning east at Chatsworth, and driving over the scenic 
country road they arrived at Massie with no trace of accom
modation - but a small rural village. Confused by all this, 
Mr. Moore went into the little general store of William Mor
row and explained that he was looking for good fishing 
streams and tourist accommodation. Mr. Morrow appre
ciated their situation, and although his wife and family were 
holidaying at the beach, he asked them to stay for the night. 
As a result of this invitation, the Moores became very at
tached to the community with all it had to offer in the way 
of scenery and district fishing. 

This was the beginning of a friendship which has deepened 
and endured through the years. Although Mr. and Mrs. 
Morrow have passed away, the Moore family still keep in 
touch with friends made through the error in geography. 
Each year Mr. Moore comes to Grey County to fish, visiting 
with pals of those days. Often he is accompanied by his wife 
Annabelle. 

MASSIE BLACKSMITH SHOP 

-i:. "" 
Massie Blacksmith Shop - cirl'a 1900 

Left lo ri11ht - Sam Irvine, Alherl (;oldsmilh , Will lkwill , Alex Taylor, Pell' Hrown (hlacksmilh) 
On cart - James Alkinson, lhree Tinkham hoys 
( ourl t:',} ol Ma..,,11..· I wt:1,:d , 111u1r 11 1.., tory (M, .., I<. 1>i,011J 

"' , .. ,,..__ ,~ 
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1960 - George Rice in his blacksmith shop 
Cou rteS) of Mass ie Wo men's Institute History 

In 1862 three acres of E-1 /2 Lot 4 Concession 6 on 
Number 3 Sideroad were sold by the owner, William Winter, 
to Peter Arnott and Duncan Matheson jointly, and the first 
blacksmith shop which can be remembered was built on this 
lot. It was purchased by John Ceaser, an uncle of J. N. Per
due , in 1864 and to Joshua Milligan 1866 who later sold to 
William Young. David Lightfoot was the last blacksmith 
in thi s shop. Joseph O'Hara purchased the lot in 1877 and 
built a small frame house where he worked at mending 
shoes. 

After being without a blacksmith for some time, James 
Hewitt, father of Mrs. W.J. McKessock and Mrs. Sam 
Irvine, donated land on W-l /2 Lot 3 Concession 7 where 
the store (now an apartment building) was located and a 
shop was built. James Howey, who was married to Bessie 
Winter, commenced work. During his stay here, he built the 
house now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Laking. Mr. and 
Mrs. Howey later moved to the U.S.A. 

History is rather vague in regard to the order of the suc
ceeding blacksmiths, but it is known that Robert Sudden, 
grandfather of R.B. Sudden, Chatsworth, was the next one. 
Later came William George Dunbar, William Crowther, 
who died in Owen Sound in 1930, and Robert McElwain. 

Robert McGregor was the first blacksmith to live in the 
house where Mrs. George Rice now resides. William Edward 
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Rice came from Orangeville in 1906. After being here for 
some time, on September 12, 1912 he bought a small piece 
of property near the south-east corner of the E-1 /2 Lot 3 
Concession 6. He moved the shop to this location where it 
remained until it was closed . It was operated by his son, 
George, for many years. 

George Rice died on October 29, 1964, and Massie has 
not had a blacksmith since. Mrs. George Rice offered the 
shop and its contents to the County of Grey Owen Sound 
Museum. At the time the museum did not have space avail
able to accommodate the shop or its contents. When the new 
museum was built the curator , John Landen, decided the 
shop building was in such a state of disrepair that it could not 
be moved, but in July 1968 the contents of the Massie Black
smith shop were removed to the museum in Owen Sound. 
They are now housed in a new building bearing the sign 

Geo . Rice 
Blacksmith 
Massie 
1914 - 1964 

Available names of Blacksmiths: 
John Ceaser 
Joshua Milligan 
Matthew Ceaser 
William Young 
David Light foo t 
John Vance 
James Howey 
Robert Sudden 

Robert McElwai n 
William Crowther 
Geo rge Dunbar 
Robert McGregor 
Peter Brown 
W. E. Rice 
George Rice 

SHOE SHOP - MASSIE 

Joseph O ' Hara was so badly crippled in a fall from a roof 
that he had to walk with two canes for the rest of his life . 
He learned the shoe-making trade from Robert Miller who 
had a shop on Lot 4, Concess ion 7 between what is now 
Fred Marshall's house and Edward Laking's house. He built 
a small frame house on the three acres of Lot 4, Conces
sion 6 which he had purchased in 1877 from Hugh Taylor 
across the lane from the present brick house. He began his 
own business mending shoes and built up a good trade. In 
1890 he bought the rest of the farm, and the lot reverted 
to the original acreage. 

MASSIE NAIL FACTORY 
Horse-shoe nails were manufactured by George Partridge 

on his farm, South 1/2 , Lot 2, Concession 6 . He also had 
a store there which he later moved to Massie. 

MASSIE FRAMER 

In pioneer days the work of a good framer was very im
portant and necessary. Duncan, Donald and Nancy (later 
Mrs. William Ramage) Matheson came to this area from 
Nova Scotia. Duncan was the framer and carpenter who 
assisted in building the mill and many barns and some houses 
in thi s area. He li ved on Lot 5, Concession 6 (now owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. Clarence McPherson) from 1871 to 1901. 
Donald and Nancy lived on Lot 2 Concession 7, now Mrs. 
Edward Ramage's and later moved to W-1/2, Lot 4, Con
cess ion 6 where Donald lived from 1883 until his death. 



THE WAGON SHOP - MASSIE 
In 1885, Edward H. Neelands, the eldest of six sons of 

Andrew and Jane Howey Neelands, purchased a small parcel 
of land on east half of Lot 3 Concession 6 from his parents. 
It was an L-_shaped lot on the south of the present church 
lot, and on the west of the church and school lots. He built 
a board and batten frame house on the portion to the west 
of the church and school. Edward, who had served his ap
prenticeship in the carriage trade in Owen Sound, erected 
a carriage shop of frame construction at the east end of the 
narrow strip. It was a two-storey building with access to the 
upper floor, which was used as a paint shop, gained by use 
of a ramp which extended to the higher ground of the church 
property . Much of the work carried on in the carriage shop 
was in the nature of repairs to existing vehicles but, on re
quest, new wagons, sleighs, cutters and buggies were built, 
along with wheel-barrows and children's sleighs. 

Ed ward carried on his trade in this location until 1903, 
when he moved to Victoria, B.C. The shop was later used 
as a stable where those living in the house kept their driving 
horse. The building was removed many years ago. 

MASSIE TAVERNS 
At one time there were two taverns in Massie. Neither 

operated very long, as public opinion against them was too 
strong. One tavern was on Lot 4 Concession 7 (now owned 
by Fred Marshall) across from the gateway into the former 

mill house. A clump of lilacs remains in the fence corner. 
This tavern was a little log house, and owned by a man 
named Coleman. 

The second tavern was on Lot 3 Concession 7 somewhere 
between the present apartment building and the site of the 
former Orange Hall. Cole was the name of the proprietor 
but the bar did not remain open long because of a tragedy 
which resulted in its early closing. Two men, after imbib
ing too freely at the tavern, attempted late in the afternoon 
to drive to their home some miles distant. On the way, their 
sleigh overturned. One man succeeded in reaching a nearby 
house but was too dazed to give any account of the hap
pening until awakening the following morning. On investiga
tion it was found that the oxen were still standing by the 
overturned sleigh but the other man had rolled off and was 
found frozen. Neighbours brought him back to the corner 
and his body was laid in the room where some hours pre
viously he had bought the liquor. Someone sent for William 
Howey, who was an ardent temperance worker, and it is said 
that he so severely reprimanded the proprietor of the tavern 
that he closed it soon after. 

A story is told of two men who were working nearby and, 
when told of the tragedy, were so impressed that they 
solemnly vowed never to drink again. However, another 
man coming along later with a plentiful supply of "John 
Barleycorn" succeeded in having them very drunk before 
nightfall. 

Street scene looking south early 1900's 
( ount.:\) ol :"\.--li.1 ,, il' \Vorm:n', h1 ,1i1utc. I \\t:l:lhmu,r ll i\ltll") 
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Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Milligan, Storekeeper and Postmaster Massie circa 1885 
Courtesy of Mrs. H. Milligan 

TEMPERANCE IN MASSIE 
About the time of the tavern tragedy, the strenuous tem

perance campaign began with William Howey as organizer. 
Bands of Hope were organized among the school children 
(one Band of Hope certificate dated 1875 still exists) and 
a society called the "Sons of Temperance" among the young 
people. 

Interesting tales are told of the wonderful picnics and con
ventions that the Temperance workers held. Usually the pic
nics began with a parade to some grove, the Brass Band 
leading, followed by the Band of Hope, the Sons of Tem
perance and the people in wagons. One man in the com
munity recalls that at one of these picnics, a Mr. Scott from 
Owen Sound, in the course of his speech said he was from 
the country God didn't make. This remark brought forth 
the story of an old Scottish lady who said God made 
Scotland but not England or Ireland. On being questioned 
she said He might have made England but not Ireland. Be
ing further pressed she exclaimed, "Well , if He did, He'll 
rue the day He done it!" 

About 1875 , a Temperance Hall was built on Lot 4 Con
cession 7, the building standing close to the road on the north 
side of what is now (1982) Fred Marshall's lane. This hall 
was built by George Mustard at a cost of about thirty 
dollars. It was planed lumber on the outside and battened . 
Two of the men instrumental in having it built were James 
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Howey (William's son) and Daniel Taylor. These men, along 
with some others, met at Joseph O'Hara's home and formed 
plans that resulted in its erection. 

Temperance meetings and othe entertainments were held 
there. The Orangemen were allowed to partition off a cor
ner in which to keep their goat and they had these privileges 
free until they secured the old Methodist Church for their 
hall. Later, this building was sold to Robert Ceaser, moved 
and remodelled and served as the general store. 

MASSIE POST OFICE 
A Post Office was established at Massie on April 1, 1864 

and operated in the General Store until August 1, 1914. 
After that time, mail was delivered to mail boxes at each 
farm gateway by rural mail carriers who picked it up at the 
Chatsworth Post Office. 
Names of Postmasters 

A. Massie 
William Howey 
John Small 
Joshua Milligan 
Joseph Partridge 
John Chatham 
W. D. Dunnington 
David Kelly 
Robert Ceaser 

Period of Service 
Day - Month - Year Day - Month - Year 

01 - 04 - 1864 16 - 08 - 1870 
01 - 10 - 1870 06 - 01 - 1872 
01 - 07 - 1872 25 - 06 - 1873 
01-10-1873 31-03-1885 
0 I - 04 - 1885 18 - 03 - 1897 
29 - 05 - 1897 21 - 06 - 1901 
01 - 05 - 1902 12 - 05 - 1906 
06 - 08 - 1906 29 - 11 - 1906 
23 - 01 - 1907 01 - 08 - 1914 

Post Card 
Miss Margaret D. Taylor, teacher, al Strathaven 1906-08, received this card 
through local Post Office. 
Courtesy of Ru1h Hamill 

MOGGIES LIME KILN 

In 1922 Andrew Schrider felt the need for a local supply 
of lime. He built a kiln on lot 56, concession 3. A kiln is 
a cone shaped structure of stone and mortar 25 feet high. 
A large door is made at one side at the bottom, where the 
kiln is fired from. 

A grate of long flat pieces of stone is split with a stone 
hammer, then built in an arch in the bottom of the kiln. 
It is now ready to be filled with limestones. 

Once the fire is lit it has to be kept going five days and 
four nights . To keep the fire going this length of time, twenty 
cords of four-foot wood are needed. Three hundred bushels 
of lime are the returns for these efforts. Some years the kiln 
was filled four times to supply the demand. 



About ten hours before the lime is finished, a gurgling 
noise could be heard at the top. A little later, rainbows would 
start darting through the stones, then soon the top of the 
kiln would be covered with a mass of beautiful flashing col
ours four fet~t high. The neighbour children had their bed
time extended a bit later to enjoy the lovely colours. 

Fresh kiln lime is different to dehydrated lime. When 
water is applied the lime becomes very hot. It has to be kept 
stirred in water, or it will get so hot it will explode or turn 
brown with the heat. 

Fred Routenburg took over the operation in 1930. After the 
demand for lime slowed, the operation ceased in 1937. 
Though the kiln has deteriorated, some of it remains, to tell 
us of a bygone era. 

Many small kilns can be seen beside the numerous hills 
in the township . They had to be built in the side of a hill 
to have access to the top for filling the kiln with stone. Many 
people at the turn of the centuries built small kilns for their 
own use, and that of their neighbours. 

There were also a few brick kilns that made red clay 
bricks. Residents recall the bricks being made in a nearby 
kiln for the Red Brick School which is U.S.S. No. 4 Holland 
and Sullivan. 

U.S.S. No. 11 Holland and Sydenham converted to Massie Community 
Centre 1966 

PLEASANT VALLEY 
Pleasant Valley is a community east of the Toronto

Sydenham Road. Some of the earliest settlers were the Rit
chies, Walkers, Blaneys, Jacksons, Bradleys, McFaddens, 
Winterburns and Eagles. Church was held in the homes. The 
Community Cemetery is a visible land mark. Farm Forums 
and Snow Clubs were active in the early 50's. Snow clubs 
were organized in every community to raise money to have 
the roads ploughed in winter, before the Township council 
took over. Today, Pleasant Valley has several cattle farms, 
a stock trucking business, a stone mason, a grain drying 
operation and a modern dairy farm. 

< ourtcw ot Mr-../\ . Md .{.:rn.l C..:hurch and School (circa 1910) 
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VILLAGE OF STRATHAVEN 

Slralhaven (1982) looking north 
Courtesy of A. N. Clarke 

In the early 1850' s a thriving village was beginning to 
develop on Lot 2 Concession 8, Holland. This lot was owned 
by Thomas Ramage who had the town plot surveyed. The 
Big Head River flows across the westerly part of this lot. 
The road which currently goes westerly from the Eighth 
Concession between the manse and the church, was the main 
street of the village and was known as "McNab Street" or 
"The Street". In the early days there were perhaps a dozen 
houses, two stores, a blacksmith shop, grist mill, saw mill, 
school, Foresters' Hall and Baptist Church. All these build
ings, with the exception of the church and school, were on 
the south side of "The Street". 

The most easterly house on the street was the manse. The 
lot for the manse was purchased from Mrs. Hamilton Nigh, 
and the house was built in 1894 by Taylor and Dennison 
at a cost of $678.00. The bill for the materials presents a 
contrast to present day costs -

Brick 
10 lbs . nails 
10 lbs. 2-1/2 inch nails 
3,000 feet of lumber 

$125.00 
.30 
.25 

6.00 (per thousand) 

The first minister to live in the manse was Rev. W.H. 
Stephens. An addition was built in 1971, and in 1980 the 
roof of the addition was raised to make upstairs bedrooms. 
It is presently occupied by Rev. and Mrs. (Elva) Robert 
Lewis. 

Next to the manse was the home of Mrs. Hamilton Nigh 
from whom the lot for the manse was purchased. Next was 
William Walker's home, occupied in later years by his son, 
Ed Walker. The Foresters' Hall stood next. It had original
ly been the first church to serve the Baptist congregation 
and was located on Lot I Concession 4 Sydenham. 

When the congregation outgrew this church and the new 
brick one was erected one-half mile to the south, it was sold 
to the Foresters of Strathaven for $40.00. It was skidded 
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down the hill and set on a new foundation on McNab Street. 
It was to be used as a meeting hall but no dance was to ever 
take place under its roof. In 1955, the building was sold, 
torn down and removed from the site. 

1887 Strathaven Population (approx . 50) 
Dunlop, James - Blacksmith 
Grame, J . - Mason 
Hansberger, J. - Carpenter 
Lee, A.F. - Grocer & Postmaster 
Locks, J. - Weaver 
Ramage, Matthew - Live Stock 
Stinson, M. - Carpenter 
Thomas, J . & Son - Miller 
James, Bruce - Postmaster 

Chatsworth News, Feb. 18, 1904 

STRA THA VEN STORES 

The first store was built by a carpenter named Edwards. 
It was quite a large general store and was kept by John Reid. 
He then sold to Hamilton Nigh who operated it for a cou
ple of years. Records show that Mr. Nigh was born at 
Markham, Ontario, in 1843, and came to this area in 1868 . 
He also owned one hundred acres (Lot 1, Concession 4, 
Sydenham Township) where the first church was built. 
Although Mr. Nigh was not Postmaster, the Post Office was 
located in his store. The first man to carry the mail from 
Chatsworth to Strathaven was John Price who lived on 
Lot I, Concession 9. He announced his arrival with the mail 
by loudly blowing a horn when he reached a certain clearing. 

Following Mr. Nigh, Newlove Handley owned the store . 
It was operated by his family while he worked as a miller 
in the sawmill. The Handleys also had the Post Office. 
A .F.D. Lee was the next proprietor of the store. Mr. Lee 
sold the store to George Clark who left after a few years, 
and the store was closed for sometime. It was then taken 
over by W .J. McKessock who re-opened it and carried on 
the business. 

When W .J. McKessock kept the store in Strathaven , his 
fifteen-year old son, Carson, helped him. He used to take 
the team and democrat to Owen Sound for supplies for the 
store. It was his practice to see how many bananas he could 
eat between Rockford and Strathaven before he had to turn 
the bunch over to his father for the store. 

W.J. McKessock had his own form of currency made 
from an alloy. These he gave to the farmers in exchange for 
eggs, butter etc., and then redeemed the coins through pur
chases in the store. This sto re was eventually closed and torn 
down. 

The Post Office was also located in Mr. McKessock's store 
and remained there until daily mail from Chatsworth to rural 
boxes began in 1914. 



Strathaven Street Scene, April 1921 
Le/1 10 righ1 - Corner of parsonage, Mrs. Hamilton Nigh's while house, William Walker's house, Forester's Hall (1.0.0.f'.), Joe Long's store, 
empty buildings 
Co urt~ , y o f Canadian Bap1i -.1 Ard1i\L' ., 

The second store in Strathaven was built by Dr. 
McClelland to the east of the other store, and kept by his 
son-in-law Thomas Walter, and later by himself. Afterwards 
he rented it to Thomas Foster who was there for three or 
four years. It was then operated by Gilbert Morrison for 
a few years. Later, when this family moved out west, the 
store was taken over by Joseph Long. He operated it until 
it was destroyed by fire . In addition to the store, he carried 
on a tinsmithing business. This was the last store in Strat
haven. 

Mr. Long then tore down the fine residence which Dr. 
McClelland had built at the same time as the store and, along 
with a number of other buildings, took them to Owen 
Sound. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. McKessock, last Strathaven storekeepers 
< o um.:,y o l \i1r,. ( . ( hamhcr, 

The first blacksmith shop was run by a Mr. Lightheart 
who had a good business. He was followed by James Dun
lop. He sold it to William Parks who operated it for a great 
many years. It was a busy place where horse-shoeing was done 
and general repairs made to farm implements. Mr. Parks 
moved to Owen Sound, and since that time there has been 
no blacksmith there. Ellsworth Kidd also blacksmithed in 
Strathaven. 

In the early days, Strathaven boasted a weaver. George 
Graham wove yarn into cloth and carpet rags into carpet. 

The first wagon-shop was owned by A. Williamson who 
sold it to James Stinson, and after he left, it was run for some 
time by James Lindsay. The first public school was held 
above the wagon-shop and was taught by Robert Torrie. 
Furniture was also made in this shop. 

A cobbler's shop was located in a small building beside 
the store operated by John Reid, the cobbler being his father. 

Mr. Alexander (Sandy) Ramage had a potash factory on 
the farm now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Carl Ramage. He 
did considerable business in making potash , having some 
large kettles on the back of the farm. A shanty was built 
at the back, and he lived there. 

Joseph Graham was a stone-mason. 

The last house on " The Street" was occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Anderson. The site of the second Post Office 
1877 - 1880 was their home. In later years, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Anderson occupied this house. 

The one house that remains standing at the westerly end 
of "The Street" was built by Thomas Ramage and was own
ed by his grandnephew, French Ramage and Mrs. Ramage 
for sometime. The second last house that remained was built 
by Sandy Ramage and known as "The Thomas House ." 
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Running south from "The Street" to the line fence of the 
Torrie farm, was another street on which four houses were 
built. The northerly house was ocupied by the Thomas fami
ly, the next by Mr. Parks the blacksmith, then a McDermid 
house, and the southerly one by a Mrs. Morrison. Mrs. Mor
rison was always on hand to assist if there was any sickness 
in the home. She is remembered for her kindness, and the 
clay pipe that she smoked for which she cut tobacco from 
a plug. 

~. BARGAINS, 
\' BARGAINS, 
For the next ihirlJ day, we with to 
turn over Onti Tkou,a111t Dolla!'I ~·erth 
wintn wear in the line of 

Fur Coats Caperines 
Caps Gauntlets, also 
lmmitation Fur Cap~ 

and Gauntlets 
and m;iny othor lino of Chilrlr.n·• 

Winter Wur. 

A gre:it qu.ant ilJ of 

Kid Gloves, Kid Mitts and 
Leiither Faced Mitts. 

R, ,""'•• Ilor-e nlanktt~, Wliip,, B,.,t, 
~nJ ~h~~. R11l,1,,,.,, $,,cl.•. Mocrui.1:1, 

nu.! Choice Gri,rr1 i~,. 
'\'t :1rc hu<l'l1mrte:·a for 

f aucy Bhiqa , Cbristmaa Toys 
Don·, (iii to.1eo 1l:.u1 

w. J. McKessock 
Strathavon. 

The history of the church, which is located on the north
west corner of the concession and "The Street", and the 
school, located on Concession 9 is recorded elsewhere. 

Located to the west of the church is the community park 
which was the scene of many lively sporting events during 
the earlier years . A well-known football team contested other 
area teams in the late teens and early nineteen-twenties . The 
young ladies had a very active basketball team at the same 
time. Field days were held in the park and ended with a con
cert in the evening. 

On February 8, 1921 an agreement was signed by Mat
thew R. Ramage of the village of Strathaven conveying to 
R.J. Carson McKessock, Edward McKibbon and Norman 
Dixon, the trustees of Strathaven Memorial Park, five acres 
at the north-east part of Lot 2, Concession 8, with the ex
ception of the church property, for the sum of five hundred 
dollars. 

The agreement contained the usual stipulations re line
fencing etc. Permission was included to make the race track 
on the property twenty feet wide. The race track was to be 
free for the use of the public at all times and seasons, ex
cept upon the days that the same was required by the trustees 
for athletic purposes. 

This agreement was signed by M.R. Ramage, and his wife 
F.A. Ramage in the presence of John S. Ramage. 

Now all that remains of this industrious hamlet is the 
church, the manse, the school buildings, one other house, 
and the community park. 

THE RAMAGE FAMILY 

Matthew Russell Ramage Jr. and Frances Anne Sutherland 
Courtesy of Lenore Still 

The story of the village of Strathaven is interwoven with 
the story of the Ramage family. It appears that Matthew 
Ramage and two sons, Thomas and Alexander (Sandy) were 
the first of the family to emigrate from the "Old Country" 
in 1849. They came from Crawfordjohn, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland, where Mr. Ramage had been a shepherd on the 
Duke of Hamilton's estate which was called "Strathaven". 
Thus the area became known as Strathaven. Mrs. Ramage 
(formerly Mary Russell) a native of Glenbuch, Ayrshire, 
Scotland, and family followed at intervals, all being here 
by 1854 except one daughter who remained in Scotland. The 
family were Thomas, Alexander (Sandy), Matthew, James, 
William, Ann (Mrs. John Wilson), Mary (Mrs. Roger 
La'11ont), and Margaret Ann (Mrs. Colville). Mr. Ramage 
did all the knitting. Mrs. Ramage didn't know how to knit 
but she really knew how to mend! 

The Ramages settled on the east half (six hundred acres) 
of the block bounded by the townline on the north , Sideroad 
3 on the south, Concession 6 on the west and Concession 
8 on the east. Three hundred acres of this land are still in 
the Ramage name. When Holland Township was surveyed 
in I 849 and 1850 the Crown deed for west half Lot I Con
cession 8 was received by Alexander Ramage, the east half 
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of Lot l Concession 8 by Wm . Ramage, the west half of 
Lot 2 by Alexander Ramage, east half of Lot 2 by Thomas 
Ramage, and Lot 3 Concession 8 by Alexander Ramage. .. 

The Ramages were Presbyterian Covenanters and would 
not sing hymns or paraphrases and allowed "no kist of 
whustles" in their kirks or churches. Mr. Ramage was 
Superintendent of the first Sunday Schoot in the area, which 
was known as Massie Sunday School, but it was held in 
Thomas Anderson's home across the Townline from the 
Ramage home. After the building of Knox Holland Pres
byterian church the Ramage family worshipped there. 

The Ramages built their home in Holland across the road 
from where Andersons were building their's. Mr. Ander
son and Mr. Ramage made a sawpit to saw lumber for both 
sets of buildings . A sawpit was a place, made in a ravine 
or creek bed, where the logs were laid across and sawed in
to boards; one man (Mr. Anderson) above and the other 
(Thomas Ramage) below. The man below had to wear a veil 
to keep the sawdust out of his eyes. The shingles were sawn 
in boards first, then shaped and sharpened or pointed by 
hand with a draw-knife . 

Matthew Ramage, who had been one of the men in
strumental in creating McLean's Cemetery in 1863, passed 
away October 7th the same year at the age of sixty-four and 
was the first burial in the cemetery. Workmen were still 
clearing it and burning stumps the day of his funeral. 

After his death the land was divided among the boys, and 
Mrs . Ramage had a house on her son William's farm. She 
would go to her neighbours and do their mending and darn
ing but would take no pay. Her visits were always a happy 
occasion, both for grown-ups and children. Her assistance 
during illness was invaluable. Mary (Russell) Ramage died 
April 8, 1892 at the age of eighty-nine. 

SPRINGHILL TROUT FARM 
Lot 7 Concession 9 E.G.R. Holland 

The farm on the Springhill was patented from the Crown 
in January 1877 to John Murray. The Howey fami ly took 
it over and built the present stone house in 1904. Michael 
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Howey sold the farm in April 1918 to George and Margaret 
Howey who farmed the land through the Depression . In Oc
tober 1937 Lorne and Clara Norton purchased the proper
ty and farmed until their retirement in 1972 . 

Lorne Norton sold the north half and the south-west 
quarter of Lot 7 in May 1972 to Elisabeth and Al Davis, 
a retired couple fr.om Baie D'Urfe, Quebec. The Davis fami
ly purchased the property after an extensive search through 
much of western Quebec and southern Ontario for land 
suitable for development as a trout farm. The springs ris
ing on the north-west corner of the property were strong, 
everflowing, and of a s~itable temperature for this purpose. 
They constitute a portion of the headwaters of the Big Head 
River. The Davis family was unable to develop the proper
ty over the next five years due to Mr. Davis' failing health. 

September 1977 saw the farm sold to Alvis Fogels and 
his wife, Susan Barker, in partnership with his aunt and un
cle lnta and Ilmars Levalds of Toronto . Permission to 
develop a trout rearing facility on the property was received 
during the summer of 1978 and construction began on the 
fir st two raceway buildings . Fingerling trout were placed in 
the first building (furthest uphill) during August. 

The first trout were ready for market in the Spring of 
1979. The plans for the third building were modified to ac
commodate a hatchery room. As buildings were added, more 
springs were piped into the system. The fourth building was 
erected during the summer of 1980. Its production capacity 
is equal to that of the other three buildings combined . 

Summer 1981 saw the hatchery room in Building 3 readied 
for the fall spawning. A concrete floor feed storage building 
was constructed as well. Future plans involve upgrading the 
operation to a level which will support two families, as the 
Levalds plan to eventually move here. 

BRICK YARDS 

Throughout the township, in pioneer days , many brick
yards were in existence. 

On the east half of Lot 3, Concession 8, where Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Torrie now reside, a brickyard was located be
tween the present barn and the creek . Even today, traces 
of brick may still be found there . James Scott made the 
brick . He later moyed to Meaford . Brick was made there 
for the house on the farm, the Strathaven school , the 
Strathaven manse and the house on Lot 2, Concession 6, 
now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Cook. 

On Lot 6, Concession 6, brick for the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Taylor was made in the field north of the house. 
Brick for the home of Mr. and Mrs . W. George Sutherland, 
Lot 5, Concession 7 was made in the field east of their house. 
The brick for the home of Mr. and Mrs . Gordon Ruther
ford, Lot 2, Concession 5, was manufactured on the next 
farm north, Lot I, Concession 5. 



POSTMASTERS AT STRATHA VEN 
A Post Of(ice was established at Strathaven on May I, 

1877 and operated in various sites until June 6, 1914. After 
that date mail was delivered by Rural Mail Carriers from 
the Chatsworth Post Office. 
Names 

Mathew Colvi lle 
Thomas Anderson 
Newlove Handley 
A. F. D . Lee 
Dr . Alex Mclellan 
John F. Foster 
Gilbert Morrison 
Clark Boyle 

--: ... 

Period of Service 
Day - Mon/h - Year Day - Monlh - Year 

01 - 05 - 1877 27 - 08 - 1877 
01 - 10 -1877 03 - 02-1880 
01 - 10 - 1880 - 1884 
0 I - 07 - I 884 18 - I I - 1889 
0 I - 03 - 1890 26 - 04 - I 897 
21 - 05 - 1897 25 - 08 - I 904 
10 - 09 - 1904 16 - 04 - 1913 
01 - 05 - 1913 25 - 03 - 1914 

•• (30 - 06 - 1914) •• clo ed 

...; -)~ _,. --

Post Card 
Miss Margaret D. Taylor's card, received through Massie Post Office, while 
teaching there 1909-12 from her sister, May, at MacDonald Institute, 
Guelph. 
Courte<,y of Rulh Hamill 

WALTER'S FALLS 
The W. W. Smith Gazetteer and Directory of the County 

of Grey described the Walter's Falls of 1865-66 as follows: 
(page 321) 

WALTER'S FALLS. 
A small village in the N. K part ~f t.hc townRhip of Holland. It 

is 14 m. from l\Icaford, 18 m. from O"·cn Sound, 10 111. from Gara
fraxa Road o.t Chatsworth, an d 7 rn. from Owen Sound and Collinµ;
wood Gravel Road, at Woodford I'. O. l'opulntiou, 80. 

In 185~, ,John Walter, Esq. , took up ~OU acres of wild land, wit.11 
magnificent water-power, on the 8 . branch of Big 1 [cad River. The 
first Sawmill was built in 1853. The proprietor has lately (18G4) , 
erected a new one further up the strcan1. The Grist Mill was built 
in 1854 or '55. 'fhc Fulling and Catdinµ; Jllill was built in 185G. 
It wa..~ leased by J\lr. John H ogg, who in addition to the usual work 
of carding and fulling, kept a powcr-l00111 in operation. ])uring the 
preparation of these sheets, an accidental lire has <l estroycd the 
premises. The Grist Mill has one run of stone~. In the place, 
besides the P. 0., 111 ills, o.nd Tavern, mny be fouml a Blacksmith, a 
W n.ggon-makcr, 2 Carpenter~, a l\Iillwri;?;ht, and a Tinsmith. At the 
present moment there is no Storekeeper in the village. J\lail on 
Tuesday and Saturday from l\Ieaford, by way of G riersvillc and 
lllantyrc. There is a resident. Wesleyan J\linistcr, :ind religious 
services nrc regularly held . 

The Big Head river is not a large stream :1t Walter's Falls, but 
the water is very abundant for one mill, and the dc,ccnt o{' the st.rcam 
is snch that o. number of mill s might stand one below nnothcr, and 
plenty ol' fall for each. The Grist J\lill an,! the oltl Rawmill were 

both suppli_cd from the so.mcjlmnc o.t once. J\lr. Walter snyR that 
the water falls sc~cral hu!1drcd. feet, within the bounds of his pro
pcrt,y, The fall m the village 1s pcrho.ps 50 feet; one ca..~cade being 
about 20; and a little below the mills is t.hc great fall, a bco.utif'ul 
cataract of 40 feet pcrpendieular, into a wild and beautiful woo<lcLI 
glen, b_ctwccn limestone rocks. An excellent nn<l improvin~ sct.tlc
men~ hcs around. _The _farms arc new, but the soil is rich an<l pro
<luchvc. .l\Icaford 1s cluefly the mo.rkct town for the village an<l 
neighbourhood. ' 
Caswell, Henry A., Waggon-makcr. 
C AJ\il'IrnLL, ,JAMES, Innkeeper and ]'armer. 
U:unpbcll, Pet.er, Fanner. 
Delarcc, ,James 11 ., lllacksrniU1. 
Delaree, ,Jollll, Blacksmit,h, wit.h J·. II. Dclarcc. 
l•:,hvanl~, <lrnrc:c, Carpenter. 
11orn1 . . l()IIN. 1.('~~!'l' Canli11g :rn<l Fnlling-mill. 
I 'ri11r, I 'rl rr. Fari111:r. 
Hol,in~, l l,• 11 ry. ( ':iql!'11ler. 
:-:11iit.h, 11 cmy Farn11•r. 
:-:fl':111111:111, <:, ·11r~<'. Farmer . 
\\' il, 1111 . ,Joli11 , 'i'i11 , 111ilh. 
\\'il111 nl t. 1: ., , . ,l11h11. \\' ,•~ll'yan Mctho,list. 
\\ ' .\LT I•: I: .. It ll IN. I '11sti;1:1 st.,•r, l'ropri<'for (hi st and Raw111ills . 
\\ ' :\ l.'1'1-:J: I'll I I.II' , ~lill,•r n11<l Former. 
\\':ilt,•r, '1'l111111:1 ~. 1\1 illwri••lil .. 
W:,11.cr, ,John , ,I r., F:irn1:~r. 

•-1~1,'.8v:lt-----❖ 

1887 Walter Falls Population (200) 
Barker, Thomas - Boots & Shoes 
Bonnell Bros. - General Store 
Brown, David - Woolen Mill 
Campbell, James - Hotel & Postmaster 
Campbell, Thomas - Lime burner 
Casewell, Samuel - Mason 
Coleridge J. - Agric. Imp!. Agent 
Davy, F. - Harness 
Dayman, W .A. - Agric. Imp!. Agent 
Delaree, John - Blacksmith 
Findly, John - Wagon maker 
Fox, Christopher - Plasterer 
King, George - Woolen Mill 
King, Ruth - Dressmaker 
Lemon, Wm. - Carpenter 
McCullough, J.S. - Physician 
McLellan, Alexander - Grocer 
McQuaker, Wm. - Foundry 
Moore, James - Blacksmith 
Olmstead, Fred - Barrister 
Olmstead & Clark - Millers 
Patridge, Charles - Tailor 
Quinton, Richard - Agric. Imp!. Agent 
Shepherdson, W .J. - Auctioneer 
Smith, Henry - Carpenter 
Taylor, S-5. - Butcher 
Tuck & McLean - Hotel 
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96 YEARS OF BUSINESSES IN WALTER'S FALLS 

During the 96 years· from 1882 to 1978, many businesses 
have come and gone in Walter's Falls. The following is a 
list of the many enterprises that were located in Walter's 
Falls and the names of their proprietors: 

Contractor and Builder 
William Lemon, Sr. 
H .V. Wales 
Albert Gowan 
Walter Lemon 
William Lemon, Jr. 

Cabinet Maker 
Clarke Boyle 
John Findlay 
H.R. Seabrook 

Farm Implement Shops 
John Coleridge 
John Laycock 

Shoe Repair 
Tom Barker 

Undertaker & Harness Shop combined 
Watsons 

Cheese Factory 
Charles Carney 

Blacksmith's shop 
John Deleree 
Norman Ormsby 
Freeman Manning 

Blacksmith & Racing Sulky Maker 
Wilbert Hopkins 

Tailor Shop 
T.G. Proud 
Walter Lemon 

Butcher Shop 
Swithyn Taylor 
Mansel Cook 

Butcher Shop & General Store 
Emerson Quinton 

Barber Shop 
William Rathwell 
William Graham 
Sam Caswell 

Garage 
Russell T. Dixon 
Byron Carney 
Sam Marshall 
William Rennie 
Ivan (Pete) Seabrook 
Russell Dixon (who also was a car salesman, a Beatty 

Bros. (windmills etc.) dealer and operated 
a steam threshing machine business. 

Egg Grading Station 
William Tindale (destroyed by fire never rebuilt.) 

Medical Doctors 
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Dr. Pravo (first doctor) 
Dr. J.D. McCullough 
Dr. Alex McLennan 

Dr. H.R. Rabb 
Dr. Thompson 
Dr. McLean 

Veterinarians 
Mr. Newton Rennie 
Dr. Maurice Clugston 

Pioneer nurses 
Mrs. Henry Smith 
Grandma Thom 

Saw mill 
John Walter (Founder) and sons with followers 
Robert Clarke 
Seymour Campbell 
Wm. McQuaker 
W.I. Seabrook (were pioneer men who were mill 

wrights or teamsters for the firm before Richard 
Olmstead and his sons Frank and Richard Henry 
operated the saw mill.) 

Willard G. Hallman Lumber Ltd . with Mills also at Peters
burg and Owen Sound 

Second largest Hardwood sawmill operation in Ontario. 
Now one of our largest industries with a lumber 
trade in Ontario and out of Canada in U.S.A., 
Europe, and England. 

Flour Mill and Grist Mill 
Robert Clarke (flour miller) 
Tom Campbell (son) 
Seymour (equipped the mill with the first roller 

system). 
Bonnell Bro. 

Andrew Menary 
Albert (son) 
William Robson (now operate this mill today to serve 

the farming community in the Walter's Falls 
area.) 

Queen's Hotel 
Campbells (Tuck and 
McLeod 
Knapp 
Hanbury) 
Tom Walter Jr. 
Taylor and 
McLean 

** Several taverns have been mentioned with a Peter Prior 
operating a hotel too. The Queen's Hotel burned to 
the ground in 1903 and was never rebuilt ** 

Photo Gallery 
Robert Bailey (tin types) 

Lime Kiln 
Swithyn Taylo~ 

Clock Repairs & machinist by trade 
William McQuaker 

Library Mechanics Library Institute 
Tom Barker 's shoe store (housed here) 

Dressmakers 
Mrs. Roy Bowler 
Mrs. Chas Wright 
Mrs. G. Eby 

Plumbing repair shop 
Harold Clarke 



Post Masters 
James Campbell and daughter 
Sis 
Walter Lemon and son 
John 
Vic McElrea 
Mrs. Ruby Weymouth 

General Store Keepers 
Smith 
Carney 
Bonnell 
Reynold 
Proud 
Mower 
Findlay 
McDougall 
Rennie 
Seabrook 
Eby 
Quinton 
Moore 
Annabel 
Simmonds 
McLean 
McElrea 
Tindale 
Weymouth 
Barker 
Conlisk 

Bank Merchants Bank 
James Bell (1st manager of Meaford) 

** this bank closed in 1923 after the fire at the feed 
mill ** 
Ken Pope (last manager) 

Livestock trucking 
H.R. Seabrook 
Elgin (Joe) Seabrook 
Wm. Muxlow 
Wm. Long 
Bert Boyd 

Gravel trucking 
Maurice Quinton 
Lorne Rennie 

Lumber and Logs 
Willard G. Hallman Co. Ltd 

Feed Mill trucking 
Andrew Menary 
A.E . Menary 
William Robson 

Transport Business 
Maurice Quinton and Sons Ltd. 

Cattle Drover 
T.G . Carbert 

THREE WALTER'S FALLS BOYS 
WENT INTO THE MINISTRY 

Rev. Walter King - Ordained United Church Minister 
Rev. Lewis Dixon - Ordained Anglican Priest 
Rev. James Cullen - Ordained United Church Minister 

WALTER'S FALLS 

Walter's Falls Tavern 1902 (Hurnl'cl in 1903) 
In white apron - James llcil(hs, 1/o ldinx horse - John Kini( , Other.\ i11 pic111re - John Walll'r, Wm . ('aml'rnn. Tom Quinlon 
( CJ\lrlC\} ol \1r,. ( 1 f\-b1111111r 
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The history of Walter's Falls dates back to 1852 when the 
waterfalls was discovered by John Walter. 

The story is told that John Walter was a gardener for a 
family in England by the name of Payne. Young John fell 
in love with his employer's daughter, Elizabeth. The Payne 
family tried to discourage this love affair but a union was 
made and John ~nd Elizabeth left their home in England 
and came to Caiuda, first to the Smith Falls area and then 
on to Grey County, settling in Walte~s Falls, Hplland 
Township. He claimed some 800 acres of land and became 
the founder of Walter's Falls, Ontario, in 1852. 

The story is told that Mr. and Mrs. Walter made a hur
ried trip by foot to Durham to file an entry in the District 
Registry Office for their property. Mr. Walter knew that 
Mr. Purdy of Purdy Town (Meaford) was prepared to file 
for himself. Mr. Walter, on leaving the Registry Office, met 
Mr. Purdy on his way in, just too late to claim the property 
for himself. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Smith were the first storekeepers in 
the immediate vicinity of Walter's Falls. They kept a store 
on their farm (the late Russell Thom farm) two miles north 
of Walter's Falls prior to moving there. They moved into 
the town in 1882-83 and opened a general store, the first 
of its kind in the village. Their stock came from Purdy of 
Purdytown (Meaford). Another early storekeeper was 
Mr. May who operated his business in the Coleridge Block. 

Book and Wood was the name of another store, and its 
place of business was located across the street from the John 
Coleridge place known as the John Laycock Implement 
Shop. 

In 1860 Charles Carney of Meaford (a brother of Richard 
Carney first Mayor of Owen Sound and editor of the first 
newspaper as well as the second Warden of Grey County) 
sold his merchandise over the counter in the Queen's Hotel. 
He later built a new store across the corner from that Hotel. 
Besides running his store he operated a cheese factory. 
Mrs. Charles Carney was a sister of Henry Smith and store
keeping seemed to be a family trait. Their family included 
three boys and four girls. 

The Carney store is still in business and is operating to
day under the ownership of Mr. and Mrs. John Conlisk. 
It is known as Lou's Store. Other owners and operators were 
the Bonnell Brothers, MacDougalls, Rennies, Ebys, An
nabels and the Barkers. 

Lou's Store (now Dave Crowther's) is one of the few 
country stores left in the area where a bell rings when the 
door opens, and your order is taken over the counter or you 
can serve yourself. Some articles were sold in bulk packages. 

At one time Newton Rennie and his family ran this store. 
Mr. Rennie was a veterinarian who provided the necessary 
animal care. In those days the daughters Blanche, Florence 
and Velma were clerks and helped package most of the ar
ticles. Bananas were sold from the stock, cheese was sold 
in a round block, crackers were sold from a barrel and nails 
were sold in the keg. Eggs were often exchanged for goods. 
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The Ebys who bought from Rennie were fine church-going 
people who were members of the choir. Mrs. Eby sewed and 
did some dressmaking, besides assisting in the store. 

The Ernie Annabel family arrived and took over the 
business when the Ebys retired to Meaford. Mrs. Annabel 
was the clerk with a friendly manner and pleasant smile. 
Ernie, a sportsman, could · be found at any nearby trout 
stream or at the park assisting with a ball game. 

The Bob Barker family next took over the business. 
Marilyn was the head clerk and manager, but later had to 
leave the business due to poor health. Robert and his 
daughter were very interested in horses and horsemanship, 
Western style, so they often attended the area Gymkhana. 
The Barkers sold their business to John Conlisk and it is 
now called Lou's General Store. 

Before there was any store in Walter's Falls many of the 
women walked to Blantyre's store, carrying their butter in 
baskets along with other produce. Often the women on 
returning would report they had been followed for miles by 
deer. It also was a custom in those days to go bare foot on 
the trail, and women would always put their shoes and stock
ings back on when they reached their destination. 

The post office was once a busy place of business. John 
Findlay an early settler was a cabinet-maker and carpenter. 
He built a home and shop at the corner of Front and Vic
toria St. which became the store, known as the H.R. Sea
brook store. 

James Mower took over the business from the Findlays. 
A Mr. Reynolds operated a store in Walter's Falls as well. 
Then T.G. Proud opened a tailor shop and also ran the store 
which he had purchased from John Findlay. Mrs. Proud, 
the former May Deleree, raised five children. Their only son, 
Clifford, lost his life in France in 1915. 

The Proud family moved to Owen Sound. H.R. Seabrook 
purchased the business and operated the general store and 
as well trucked livestock. There is a story that W.I. Seabrook 
was watching his son one day when he was loading the hogs 
to go to the city market when he realized that it was close 
to evening. It was soon explained as his son Herb, who was 
a stock trucker, knew his load of hogs would travel much 
better in the cool of the evening. The truck was cooled down 
with a block of ice put on the sawdust of the floor. Mrs. 
Seabrook, the former Edith Dixon, helped in the store and 
raised one daughter Doris, and three sons Ivan (Pete), Elgin 
(Joe), and Allan, 

In the Second World War Ivan and Elgin went off to 
serve. Store closed and was used by the women as a Red 
Cross work centre. The ladies knitted articles which were 
sent to the boys fighting at the front. 

In 1945 the Seabrooks retired to a small farm adjoining 
the village. Mr. Seabrook did cabinet making. Mrs. Sea
brook did enjoy oil painting until recent eye surgery cur
tailed her hobby. They have both reached their 80th birth
day. They have now retired to Meaford and enjoy good 
health. 



The store opened again for business after the war when 
the Lorne Moores purchased the property at the corner of 
Front and Victoria Street. Other owners were the Simmonds, 
McLeans and McElreas who also operated the post office. 
They have seen it moved from the John Lemon property 
to their store and on to its present location on Trowbridge 
Street. 

Wm. D. Tindale and his family took over the store and 
also ran an egg grading station which operated successfully 
for several years. The Tindale family had a son, William 
Junior, and daughters Norma and Shirley. 

The store was then sold to Alf Weymouth, a family from 
Toronto. Mr. Tindale kept his egg grading station which 
was later lost to fire, rebuilt on a new site and destroyed 
by fire again. 

The Weymouths ran the store for several years. Their 
children were John, Ann, Joy, Wendy, Mark, Ken and 
David . They later opened a gas station as well. Mrs. Wey
mouth became the post mistress with Mr. Weymouth her 
assistant. 

The E.W. Quinton general store and butcher shop was 
purchased from William Dixon and it had not been a place 
of business since the days of Watson's Harness making or 
when used by the undertaker. 

Mr. Quinton did some renovations and operated the 
business with the help of his wife, Eva. They had two sons, 
Richard and Tom, and a daughter Glenda. The store and 
butcher shop were phased out when the Quintons took up 
farming in the Bognor area. This building, a land mark in 
the village, was demolished a few years ago. 

TAILOR SHOP 
June was a busy time when Walter Lemon, the tailor, had 

been working for days on a bridegroom's tailored suit. He 
had been sworn to secrecy about the day of the big event, 
working away by the hour with his tape line around his neck. 
The sewing machine was well oiled and ready. This machine 
was much like the treadle Singer that the women of that day 
used. The tailor's machine was larger and heavier. 

In the shop you would find a large cutting table, shears, 
tape line marking chalk, bees wax, threads, thimble, one 
with the end out and known as the tailor thimble. Samples 
of material were there, a pressing table, pressing cloth and 
a wooden pail of water to dampen the cloth. Mr. Lemon 
had at least 4 or 5 pressing irons. They would weigh at least 
JO lbs. and had detachable handles . They were heated on 
a wood fired stove, which had a special heating oven where 
the irons were kept, ready at all times. There was the smell 
from the pressing cloth and the heat of the wood stove at 
pressing time in summer as well as the cosy warmth of the 
shop in winter. 

Mr. Lemon sat cross legged on his cutting table deep in 
thought while he whiled away his work-day as a tailor. He 
learned his trade in Preston where he was under treatment 

at the hot springs for rheumatism in 1912-13. He opened 
his first shop on Victoria Street and kept a second shop on 
the corner of Elizabeth and Alma Street as well as operating 
the Post Office as Post Master from 1922-49 in the front 
part of his tailor shop. 

His establishment was also known as the "jaw shop" 
because it was a gathering place for the men of the village 
and surrounding farms and was noted as a good place to 
warm up after a drive into the village with grist on a cold 
winter day. 

A welcome bench was usually occupied, and the news of 
the day would be discussed while customers waited for their 
mail to arrive by horse and buggy or cutter in winter. The 
Post Office supplied a waiting room for the public, but 
always a few village men would remain in the comfortable 
warmth of the tailor shop while Mr. Lemon sorted the mail. 
Walter 's Falls still has two deliveries, one from Meaford, 
and one from Chatsworth each day . 

At election time the "jaw shop" was the scene of heated 
arguments, for the men of that day were politically minded 
and voiced their opinion openly. 

A local farmer named Sam and a local businessman 
named Richard were discussing their work in the "jaw 
shop". Sam said his stock was farm animals, while Richard 
was a stock holder, and he said that Sam's stock stunk. 

When the bottom fell out of the market in the great 1930 
depression, Sam reminded Richard of their talk on the stink
ing stock. Sam said "I say, Richard, don't you wish you 
had some of my 'stinking stock'?" 

Mrs. Lemon a~sisted in the Post Office in the summer 
while Mr. Lemon did part-time carpenter work. He was a 
noted roofer and many barn roofs in the area had been cedar 
shingled by the hammer of Walter Lemon. 

Mr. Lemon was also an ardent sportsman in his early 
years, a player in the Gauntley hard ball team. He would 
play a good hand at euchre any time of day as well as hav
ing a strong singing voice ringing loud and clear in his 
church. He was also a known square-dance caller. He died 
in 1949 after falling from a barn roof. He is buried in St. 
Philips Cemetery in Walter's Falls. 

Country Store Walter's Falls 1982 
Owned and operated by Dave and Carla Crowther 
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IMPLEMENT BUSINESS 

Spring and summer at the Laycock Implement Shop 
would see farmers arriving for binder twine for their grain 
harvest, or in early spring you would see a farmer going off 
home to the farm with a set of discs or spring tooth har
rows, all horse drawn of course. A little later the scene would 
be a hay rack, hay loader or maybe a new binder in for parts. 
Farmers came and went throughout the growing season from 
this Implement shop. Cream separators were always in great 
demand, new ones, used ones, or parts could be found in 
this same shop in the Coleridge block. 

Mr. Laycock arrived in the Owen Sound area, coming 
from Kingston by waterways as a child and survived a great 
lake swrm on his journey. A bachelor, he left his farm on 
the town line of St. Vincent and Sydenham some 4 - 5 miles 
out of Walter's Falls and purchased the Implement business 
in 1903 which he operated along with a Fire Insurance 
business. In 1909 he married a village girl, Lucy Lemon, who 
resided across the street, a daughter of William Lemon, a 
builder. Mr. Laycock was in his late 40's when he took his 
bride and raised a family of three sons and three daughters, 
Leslie, Amy, Norma, Morris, Maude, and Harold. He car
ried on his business with no outside help. He travelled by 
horse and buggy for his insurance and implement businesses. 

His Implement Shop housed his own democrat, single
horse sleigh·, .cutter, his work-a-day bu·ggy and his surrey 
with the fringe on top, the latter used for Sunday travel or 
special outings. 

He never drove a car but his horses were well cared for 
in his stable which also housed a milk cow or two, two or 
three hogs for home consumption, as well as hens for fresh 
eggs or a Sunday dinner of chicken pot pie or chicken and 
dumplings . 

Margaret (Dixon) Quinton remembered : 

"In the John Laycock home at Christmas in their spacious 
kitchen the fat her tended the deep iron frying pot while the 
bake board on the end of the lengthy . kitchen table was 
tended by the mother of the home who cut the do nuts from 
the sweet smelling batter. This was for the frying of the 
dough nuts. 

"I recall Sunday supper at the Laycock home under the 
pull-down dining room light. No doubt it was lit from a 
cedar sliver, Mr. Laycock kept a good supply on hand for 
use in lighting the lamps. The sliver was lit from the wood
burning kitchen stove. From this home came a high school 
principal, a registered nurse, a music instructor, a medical 
doctor, and a carpenter, when high school students had to 
board out as there were no school buses." 

Meaford Express, Dec. 20, 1976. 

The Laycock property consisted of several lots, with a 
large garden for growing roots for the animals. Fruit trees, 
currant bushes, raspberry canes, and fresh vegetables kept 
one of the family on the hoe handle most of the sum mer. 

Mr. Laycock was a United Church member and was often 
found on the platform at a church concert reciting a 
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humourous recitation. Always ready to greet newcomers to 
the village you might find him on a street corner saying 
"What might your business be?" to the stranger. 

In his retiring years he closed his business, and his shop 
was demolished in 1952-53 by Fred Mower, a local carpenter 
when the building became unsafe . In 1954 he died in his 94th 
year . 

COMMUNITY HALLS - WALTER'S FALLS 

The first public meeting place was situated over Peter 
Prior's open ox shed, and was entered by an outside stair
way. It was used as the first schoolroom, concert hall, 
Orange Hall and a boxing ring at various times, as well as 
a church or religious meeting place. This small barn stood 
on the Prior farm overlooking the Community Park and 
the property of the late E .W. Quinton estate until May of 
1977 when it was dismantled after becoming unsafe. 

In 1883 the Canadian Order of Foresters (C.O.O.F.) in
stituted a lodge at Walter's Falls and, through the enterprise 
of its members, a new large hall was built. Concerts for the 
building fund were held in the Olmstead mill and were quite 
successful. In 1889 the hall was finished, offering much en
joyment to the residents ever since. 

Five men in the area were shareholders with Dr. John 
McCullough being one of the organizers, and he became the 
spokesman. Other members' names in the C.O.O.F. were 
Arthur Smith, Alfred Ward, Charles Dobson, R.W. Quin
ton, George Prowd, Peter McLaughlan. 

Community Centre Hall, Walters Falls 1982 
Courtt.:W of/\ . N . C larkl' 

Oyster suppers were one.of the Foresters' money raising 
efforts . Richard Quinton, a lodge member remembered these 
suppers and how Dr. John McCullough could devour a great 
plate of his favourite food, oysters. Another favourite food 
of the village doctor was groundhog, and a local farm boy 
kept him well supplied with live groundhogs. 



When the Canadian Order of Foresters dissolved, the 
Women's Institute with President, Mrs. John Wilson, and 
her members numbering 49 - 53 members purchased the 
public hall in 1917. The shareholders were approached and 
agreed on $550.00 including furniture. Spokesman Dr. John 
McCullough preferred to wait until the war was over, but 
the other shareholders agreed with Mr. Albery, a Meaford 
lawyer, to find the deed and place it in the hands of the 
Public Hall Board Trustees - Thomas Findlay, David Reid, 
and William King. A managing committee was also named 
- John Reid, Robert Howey, Alfred Ward, and Robert 
Acheson. Women's Institute ladies appointed to the com
mittee at this time were Mrs . T. Barker, Mrs. W.I. Sea
brook, Mrs. John Wilson, Mrs. John Speck and Mrs. Alfred 
Ward. 

The purchase money came through a community canvass 
and I 07 names were recorded as subscribers with a total fund 
of $330. raised, with John Laycock backing a note for $250. 
This business transaction took place in June, 1917 . 

Great efforts were made to pay off the hall note. Danc
ing has played a big part towards raising money for hall im
provements. An 11 :30 Dance Club was formed in 1917 and 
ran through until the late 20's . The hardwood dance floor 
is well known throughout the area; kept waxed and polished 
it remains the same today for toe tapping enjoyment. The 
11 :30 dances commenced at 8:30 - 11 :30 with local talent 
supplying the music, - violins or fiddles by Sam Marshall, 
Wm. Cathrae, Merel McCauley and often Annie Caswell 
on the piano. These dances were a highlight of the I 920's 
and are recalled fondly by senior citizens today, who say 
the young ladies danced the waltz, heel and toe, minuet, 
square dancing all attired in long gowns. 

In 1923 gas lights were installed by H.R. Seabrook and 
the light fixtures hung from the high ceiling on chains. The 
gas was piped under pressure and lit from a wood alcohol 
torch by caretaker James Free. Children delighted in watch
ing the lights come on slowly and low and then so bright. 
Jn 1931 hydro came to the village and so a new lighting 
system came too. The wiring of the hall was done by 
McLindens of Owen Sound, while Frank Carney of Bramp
ton supplied the fixtures. The total cost of the job $137 .50. 
A community dance was held in the hall the night the 
"lights went on" and a capacity crowd enjoyed dancing 
under the lights of hydro. 

Through the Second World War years the hall was rent
free to Red Cross meetings and for national registration pur
poses, as well for several "Farewell" and "Welcome Home" 
parties for the young men leaving and returning after serv
ing their country in the war. Also a Memorial Service was 
held there for those lives lost serving their country at war. 

In 1948, a local artist, Garnet Hazard, made a lasting gift 
to the hall by painting the backdrop on the stage. In 1952 
the board of management had the board and batten hall 
covered with red insulbrick siding. 

Once again a new name was given - Community Centre 
Hall. The board members are under the approval of the 

Holland Township Council and consist of five Holland 
Township ratepayers or residents with one Women's In
stitute member from the Walter's Falls' Branch, and one 
or two council members . They meet once a month, or as 
required, and hire a bookkeeper as Secretary-treasurer and 
a caretaker for their hall and do all necessary business at 
the hall. 

In 1958 under Chairlady Mrs. Charles Wright, a govern
ment grant was obtained to assist with the interior face lift
ing. The hall got a complete renovation with Knights of 
Meaford contract for wall panelling, acoustic tile ceiling, 
stage and window drapes . This is the year the raised seats 
were removed to make more dance floor space. The raised 
seats were an asset to the hall when concerts were the main 
attractions. The Dr. Bell medicine shows also took place in 
the hall with the Popular Girl Contest. 

In 1962 the huge cast iron box stove was removed and 
an oil-forced-air furnace installed. In 1966 under Chairman 
Allan Anderson a complete new kitchen was added to the 
hall with cloak rooms for ladies and gents and entrance lob
by. Norman McKibbon of Bognor was the contractor. This 
improvement pleased the ladies with running water, frig , gas 
stove, electric stove, double sinks etc . The cupboards were 
soon filled with enough cutlery, china and glassware to ac
commodate the many suppers served. Most of these latter 
articles were donated by the local churches. 

Through the late 1960 - 70's great effort was made to in
stil in the Community Centre Hall Board the need for wash
rooms, and each new board was faced with this problem. 
In 1975 under Chairman Douglas Saunders, steps were taken 
to purchase more land for a septic bed . The Fred Mower 
land adjoining the hall was purchased along with the late 
Wilbert Hopkin shop which was dismantled. 

In 1976 the government gave a L.l.P. grant and with the 
hall board supplying all building material, the goal of new 
flush toilet washrooms, meeting room, check cloakroom and 
convenient kitchen was achieved. Much credit is due to 
former chairman Douglas Saunders and his board for get
ting the project off the ground. 

At the grand opening a plaque was dedicated to the 
memory of former residents of Walter's Falls and area, with 
a scroll containing the names, a lasting memorial of former 
men and women of the area. Mr. and Mrs. William Cathrae 
of Meaford presented the gift of the plaque. 

The following names date from 1917 to 48 -
A . Ward 
W.1. Seabrook 
Chas Do bson 
T .G. Prowd 
W . Lemon 
D. Re id 
A . King 
R.A . Hana 
R.H. Olmstead 
C has. Wright 
B. Carney 
R. Bowler 

J . Hcighs 
J. Speck 
R. King 
R. Acheson 
J . Laycoc k 
Wm . Reid 
D. Pa tt erson 
E . Pt o lmey 
T . Dixon 
E. Wa lt er 
W . Caswell 
R. Ada ms 

C. Renni e G. Seabroo k 
From 1917-32 Walt er Lemon was 1reasurcr 

1932-33 Mrs. R. H . Olmstead 
1933-57 H .V. Wa le,. 

George Watson 
R. Howey 
Willia m King 
Mr. Bell 
R.W . Quinto n 
S . Marshall 
J . Free 
H .V. Wales 
A . Ferris 
J . Sheph erdson 
T. Barker 
F . Olmstead 
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The following did shorter periods as secretary-treasurer -
Mrs. Charles Wright 
Mrs. T .G. Carbert 

Mrs. M. Quinton 
Mr. Crawford Frizzell 

Mrs. Howard Mower 
Ray Caswell 

The following chaired the meetings as President -
Mrs. J . Laycock Mrs. A. Ward 
Mrs . Charles Wright M. Hamill 
R. Caswell Mrs. R. Seabr,,ok 
Wm . Lemon W . Reid 
D. Saunders A. Wallace 

to name a few from 1948-77. 

Caretakers were 
A . Ferris D. Pa11erson 
Chas Wright M. Rennie 
R. Caswell G. Manning 

Mrs. R.H . Olmstead 
G. Hazard 
Mrs. J . Vanderham 
R. Caswell 

J . Free 
T .G. Carbert 

Aerial view of Walters Falls 1979 
Counc,) of M. E. Quinton 

ICE CUTTING 

Ice cutting was usually done the middle of February but 
not until the ice on the Walter's Falls mill pond was 20 -
22 inches of clear blue ice. 

This operation employed village men and was under the 
direction of two local butchers, Mansel Cook and Emerson 
Quinton, for without a good supply of ice, their butcher 
shops could not operate through the summer. 

It required 8 to I Omen as well as a team of horses. The 
ice was cut into blocks by a horse-drawn ice plough and then 
lifted free from the icy water by men with ice tongs, placed 
on a flat bottomed sleigh and drawn off to the ice house . 
The ice house required no windows or door, just an open
ing to put in and take out ice as required . 

Loads and loads of sawdust covered the ice in the ice 
house to keep it free from air, top, bottom and sides. 
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First the ice surface on the pond was cleared of snow, 
some distance from the mill dam, as open water was found 
around the dam and was unsafe. 

In 1932 a team of horses went through the ice and were 
drowned. Erling Marshall, owner of the horses, and the men 
on the job said that the horses had objected greatly to go
ing out onto the ice that morning. 

The Cook Butcher Shop was in operation in the 1920's 
as a family business and Mrs. Cook (Violet) was often found 
in the shop cutting off steak for customers while the butcher 
himself could be found at his slaughter house two miles out 
of the village where he did all his own slaughtering, or he 
might be out on the road with his wagon serving his coun
try customers, especially at threshing time. The farm women 
placed their order by phone, and Mr. Cook delivered the 
roast in time for dinner for the threshing gang. The Cooks 
had a family of boys, Woodrow, Mervyn and Ken. 

The Emerson Quinton business commenced in 1930-31 
and operated from his father's, Richard Quinton's farm, one 
mile outside the village where the slaughter house was for 
he, too, did his own slaughtering and had a butcher wagon 
to serve the town of Markdale and his country customers 
as well as slaughtering for Gardiner's Butcher Shop in Owen 
Sound. This too was a family business in which his wife, 
Eva served, and which he had expanded to a store in 1932 
in Walter's Falls. 

Several householders and the local General Store also put 
up ice for their own use and for the ice cream made in the 
home. Before the beaters were frozen into the ice cream they 
were removed and the treat of all summer treats was 
"homemade ice cream." 

Ice Cream Recipe 
2 cups milk 
2 cups cream 
(or 4 cups whole Jersey milk) 
1-1/4 cups white sugar 
4 egg yolks 
salt and vanilla 

In a saucepan heat the milk almost to boiling. Add sugar 
and boil for one minute. In a separate bowl mix yolks slight
ly. Add I / 4 cup hot milk and sugar mixture into the yolk, 
stirring constantly. Return the heated mixture to saucepan 
and cook over low heat for a minute or two until it thickens 
to the consistency of light cream. Do not boil. Put this mix
ture into the container of your crank freezer. Have the con
tainer and cream mixture well chilled before you commence. 
Put the container and crank into position, sprinkle cracked 
ice and coarse salt around it and turn the crank. 

If you must look inside, wipe all salt and brine away from 
the top first . When you remove the beaters, return the lid 
and cork the hole in the lid and cover all with more ice and 
salt and set aside to rest . 



SNOWMOBILES 

Russell Dixon owned the first snowmobile in Walter's 
Falls. Another· was owned by Russell Dixon and his sons 
Walter and Mac in the 1930's transporting the sick in the 
village to the hospital, driving the village doctor H. Rabb 
into the country to visit his patients or driving the village 
veterinarian, Dr. Maurice Clugston, into the farming areas 
to doctor the livestock . Also, a Meaford High School stu
dent may recall her trip home on the snowmobile after com
ing down with measles and being dismissed from her classes. 

The snowmobile was home-made by William Buchanan . 
of _Holland Centre. He too had used it to · ti=a-nsport , - · 
Dr. Carefoot of Markdale and Dr. Phillips of Chatsworth 
before the Dixons purchased it. The front wheels had been 
removed and skis attached, back wheels were on caterpillar 
tracks . The cab was small and had room for one additional 
adult besides the driver. It had no heater but lots of fresh 
air as the top was canvas. The narrow back held an emergen-
cy tool box, extra gas·ca:n and oil, as well as sand for weight 
and better traction. 

The last trip this mode of transportation made could have 
been fatal for its driver, but because of it not being air-tight 
his life was saved. After delivering his passenger safely, the 
driver became sick with a terrible headache, so he stopped 
his machine, got out for fresh air, only to find he could not 
stand on his feet and soon collapsed in the snow losing his 
hat. 

The driver, Mac Dixon, a young teenager had no idea 
what was wrong with himself but got back in and drove 2 
or 3 miles. The incident took place at the Clare Walter farm 
gate. 

His father went looking for Mac and found his hat and 
mitts where he had fallen in the snow. Mac had driven the 
snowmobile home and parked it in the garage but never did 
get out. He was in a semi-conscious state when he was found 
slumped over the steering wheel. Dr. Rabb was soon on the 
scene and under his watchful eye Mac was soon well with 
no ill effects. After this, the Dixon mode of transportation 
had made its last trip and was soon scrapped. 

The Richard Olmstead Home 
Built from choice lumher from the Olmstead Brothers Sawmill Walters Falls 
in the early 1900's. Owned today hy Mr. & Mrs. B. Grall!(Cr, Walters Falls, 
Ontario. 

DRIVING HORSES 

The many good driving horses stabled at the Thomas 
Dixon barns were mostly used for their mail routes under 
their capable driver Bert. They also had a good team of 
heavy work horses with son, Robert, as teamster at the saw 
mill and a bush logger. The Dixons' horses also drove the 
local minister to his Sunday Service as well as others. 

Mansel Cook, proud owner of driving horses, took his 
turn in driving the people of Walter's Falls when the need 
arose. These fine horses and their drivers were also used in 
the 1920's and 30's. 

CHRISTMAS MAIL 

The Christmas rush mail did not contain the mountains 
of Christmas cards that go through the mail today, but the 
parcel post was much larger as Santa did his shopping 
through Eaton's catalogue and parcel post. Very little shop
ping at Christmas was done in the towns, because of trans
portation problems. Few people in the villages owned driv
ing horses, and the cars were jacked up and put in storage 
after the first snow fall, so Eatons in Toronto got the 
Christmas trade . 

Early mail carriers were Elmer Walter on the Meaford 
mail, and Bert Dixon on the Chatsworth. Bert made his trips 
through the Christmas rush with a team of light horses and 
a sleigh which departed around 7:30 or 8:00 a.m. to arrive 
back at Walter's Falls with a sleigh full of Christmas parcels 
around 6:30 or 7:00 p.m. This was in the late 20's and 
through the hungry 30's. 

The waiting room at the Post Office was crowded .with 
villagers and the neighbouring farmers who came in to pick 
up the mail. Post Master Walter Lemon was never blessed 
with extra Christmas help and his patience often wore thin. 
A gruff voice would sound through the wicket door. "Please 
try to be quiet!" This happened when the patrons stood close 
to the wicket to see the Eaton parcels of skis, sleds, and the 
large, long boxes that held the Eaton Beauty dolls that 
delighted some lucky girls. When one's turn came to come 
forward for mail the Post Master never ever gave out one 
Eaton parcel to the children. This was before hydro lights 
and power came to the Falls and the Post Office was lit with 
coal oil-lamps. One lamp sat in the window in the waiting 
room and dimly lit the waiting space, and one sat at the 
wicket window. This too must have added to the post 
master's lack of patience, for the hours of working in the 
dark began around 5:00 p.m. Hydro came in 1931. 

Not all skis came from Eaton's. Many were home-made 
by fathers and the turn up on the ski came from the long 
hours of soaking in the hot water tank on mother's cook
ing range. Children had the chore of keeping the wood box 
full beside the stove and a neat pile of kindling for lighting 
the morning fire. Once in a while a child had to be called 
from a warm bed if the wood box was empty. Those lucky 
enough to have a stove pipe go through their room had a 
built-in heater and made use of warming nighties by wrap
ping them around the stove pipe. "Long Johns" got the 
same treatment in the morning. 

197 



TRANSPORT BUSINESS 
MAURICE QUINTON & SONS TRANSPORT LTD. 

Maurice Quinton & Sons Transport Yard 
Walters Falls 1981 

Court esy o r Maurice Quinton 

Mr. Quinton has operated a transport business in Walter's 
Falls since 1949. His first operation was in gravel trucking, 
snow ploughing and bulldozing. 

In 1952 he went into the transportation of bagged Calcium 
Chloride manufactured in Amherstburg, Ontario . This be
ing a road building material he often found that his was the 
first tractor trailer unit into villages in Northern Ontario such 
as Gogama and Killarney, when highways were built to these 
communities. 

In 1973 the family business became a Limited Company 
when son Anthony became a part of the company. Anthony 
is a graduate of the Hailebury School of Mining and was 
a technician employed on the Churchill Falls Hydro pro
ject in Labrador, then at Stewart on the Yukon - British Col
umbia border in copper mining as well as for Falconbridge 
Mining, Falconbridge. Anthony returned to become a ma
jor shareholder in the family business along with brother, 
David Quinton, and mother, Margaret Quinton. 

This family business has expanded into the transporta
tion of lumber and wood chips for Hallman Lumber, choice 
apples and juic<: apples from Meaford an_g Thornbury to 
various destinations, the delivery and application of liquid 
Calcium Chloride to roads in Grey and Bruce Counties, the 
carriage of bagged Calcium Chloride from Amherstburg to 
all points in Northern Ontario and the return of lumber and 
plywood. Some carriage of reinforcing steel, culverts etc. 
and household furniture as well as feed supplies and fer
tilizer is being carried on. 

Maurice Quinton & Sons are the holders of Public Com
mercial Vehicle Licences Class D, F, H, R, T, and W. The 
highway equipment consists of 6 Diesel tractors, 4 stake and 
rack trailers, 3 van trailers and 1 train of trailers. 

In 1977 a work shop was built and equipped to do all of 
the maintenance on their own equipment with Anthony 
heading this operation. Maurice Quinton does the office 
work as well as drives part time. Their office is located in 
part of their home and Mrs. Quinton does part time dis
patching to assist in this family business, in which a grand
son Kenneth Edmonstone is employed . 
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MOLSON BANK - WALTER'S FALLS 

The bank opened its doors in 1920 and operated for 
3 - 4 years . 

Managers - Jim Bell, Ken Pope 
Clerks - Tom Darnly, Will Long 
(Long had a sister working in Meaford Bank) 
Mcintire (sic) also a bank worker 

Andrew Menary purchased the grist mill in 1922 and did 
business with the bank, only to see it close its doors in 1923 
moving its safe out by team' and wagon. 

WALTER'S FALLS TAVERN 

Tales are told of the night life of the Tavern, or the Camp
bell House in Walter's Falls in the early 1900's. 

One night a local gentleman was found in the Tavern in 
his wife's clothes. Apparently his wife forbade him to go 
to the tavern that night, so she took his clothes from him 
and shut him in their bedroom. 

Being of small stature he put on his wife's clothes and stole 
out the bedroom window and made his way safely to his 
favourite place, Walter's Falls Tavern, for his pint or two 
of bitters or ale. 

WATSON UNDERTAKING 

Robert Watson came to Walter's Falls in the early 1900's 
from Priceville and combined his harness-making business 
with undertaking. He operated these businesses for some 
ten years. He sold out to his brother, George Watson, who 
continued in them until 1924 when he moved with his fami
ly to Owen Sound. This building, the former Emerson Quin
ton store, was torn down in 1970. 



Aerial view of Williams Lake 
Courtesy of A . N . Clarke 

WILLIAMS' LAKE 
Williams' Lake is a clover-shaped lake situated between 

Holland Centre and Williamsford. It was named after a pro
minent Williams family that lived near-by and owned a large 
part of the lake. For many years it remained in its virgin 
state surrounded by cedar, pine and spruce trees. The edge 
of the lake was covered by half submerged dead trees that 
made an excellent hiding place for the native speckled trout. 
The spring streams of the Sydenham and Big Head Rivers 
start here. Ruffled grouse that fed on the staghorn Sumac 
were plentiful, as well as many animals such as otter, beaver, 
fox, wolves, bobcats, and white-tail deer. · 

Between 1894 and 1912 Owen Sound had three cement 
plants. The Georgian Bay Cement Plant on the east shore 
wanted to use the marl found in Williams' Lake to make 
cement. In order to do this a railroad had to be built to the 
lake . This was_accomplished in the year 1899. The rail left 
the main railroad at Lot 6, S.W.T.S.R. on Harvey Mcinnis' 
land and crossed Clayton Mcinnis' property, Lot 7 and then 
across Clifford Curtis' farm. There was a railroad siding 
behind John Mcinnis' farm, now owned by Harvey Mcinnis. 
This was a narrow gauge railroad consisting of two cars on 
two separate tracks. The cars were drawn by horses. When 
the little cars were filled with marl they were hoisted up to 
the big C.P.R. cars by a donkey engine operated by Tom 
Findlay. 

A se lf-powered digging machine was used to dig out the 
gravel to make the railroad bed. It had a fifty-foot boom, 
a yard bucket and a crew of three. Harold Edmunds became 
brakesman on the digging machine. It was his job to watch 
the machine and turn the switches to change the tracks. 
Other crew members were a fireman and an engineer. A pile 
of railroad ties was placed at the end of the track so that 
the machine could not go off the end of the track. 

One morning when the entire crew was inebriated, Joe 
Cooper, the boss, and Jack Harnett, the engineer, started 
the machine. It was going much too fast when they hit the 

pile of ties , and all went flying. Joe was badly scalded. 
Dr. McCullough came to the lake to see him and they later 
transferred him to Owen Sound hospital by railroad engine. 
Joe lost all his hair in this misadventure. 

In the same year a dredge was built to dredge a channel 
and lower the water level in the lake. This dredge measured 
40' x 16'. Unfortunately it sank in about eighteen feet of 
water. In 1900 a larger dredge was built on the ice. The boom 
of the dredge was 75' long and made of ten-inch square rock 
elm, braced with wire and steel cables. It was attached to 
an "A" frame that turned the boom. The bucket held three 
yards of marl and could load a freight car every seven 
minutes. 

Four great timbers, one at each corner of the barge, stood 
upright in a gear mechanism. They could be raised or low
ered by the steam engine and were also used to anchor the 
barge. One engine was used for this, the other operated the 
boom. Two railway car loads of bolts held the barge to
gether. The smoke stack was 12 feet high and coal was 
burned in the boiler. It took many men to build the dredge, 
among them were - Robert McKay, Jim Edmunds, Jack 
Canett, Jack Wilkie, George Cook (who lived in a house 
where the Holland Chatsworth Central School now stands), 
and "Old Man Galbraith," whose original log cabin still 
stands . In the spring the new barge sank through the rotten 
ice and, after further fitting, was soon back in service. 

There were three men on the dredge - the chief engineer 
who worked the bucket, second engineer who tended the 
two engines and one fireman. The first engineer was Jack 
Canett, then followed Jack Wilkie, Mr. McMillan, Burt 
Brown and Harold Edmunds who was the last engineer. 
Harold became engineer when the former chief engineer shot 
himself while out hunting. Lorne Curtis was the last fireman 
on the dredge and Oscar Edmunds also worked there. 
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After the water level in the lake was lowered the top muck 
wa removed by ten or twelve wheel barrow , and wheeled 
out on timber . Under the muck were two to four feet of 
marl, with gravel under the marl. When the marl reached 
Owen ound it wa dried by coal fire. 

Harold Edmunds operating train engine from Williams Lake 
Cour11.·,, o l I );1II ~ 1dn111, 

At fir t the marl was all shovelled out by hand. Some of 
the workers included: Josh Earls, Fred Rock, Jack, Dan and 
"Old Man" Parker, Charlie Zoomock, Wallace Sinclair, 
Jack McKay, Tom Curtis, Charlie Woinowski, Mes r. 

athan Wood , Julius Routenburg and Clayborn. Men 
from Williamsford would walk to the lake, work ten hours 
per day, and walk home again for $1.00 per day. 

Teams of hor es used for the operations belonged to 
Curti , Delanty, Edmunds and Lewis Sinclair. 

One day Ed Shea was coupling the cars on the train when 
a car came down the hill and caught his hand between the 
two cars, severing it. 

A boarding house was built to the south-west end of the 
lake near the old swimming hole. This was a very large house 
with eight rooms on each side of the hall upstairs and a 
men's itting room, dining room and kitchen and bed-sitting 
room downstairs. There were stables for the boarders' 
horses. Most of the men who worked at the lake stayed at 
the boarding house, but some just obtained their meals there. 
Thi boarding house was operated by Bill McKinley, 
Mr. Denhouse and Raymond Bridgett and his wife, Carrie. 
Bert Brown and a Mr. Miller a lso ran it at one time. When 
the boarding house was no longer used' for boarding the 
workers, it was turned into a public dance hall with a dance 
held each week. People came from miles around to dance 
and hear the local music. They could dance in two separate 
room~. The couples would bring their horses and buggies 
or walk down the railroad track. Eventua ll y Jack Hamilton 
bought the boarding house and tore it down. A house wa 
made from the materials and thi s house is located on Pat 
Rob~on•~ farm at R.R. #2, Holland Centre . 

Lowering the water level in the lake created many prob
lem!-. . Approximately 250 acre!> of lake were lost when the 
water was lowered about twelve feet. Some of the area wells 

200 

and springs went dry. The Galbraiths had trouble with their 
spring well going dry. The marl company drilled a well for 
Mr . Galbraith about 60 or 70 feet deep and put in a pump. 
Later they erected a windmill which stood 60 feet high and 
was oiled by Oscar Edmunds. Albert Curtis was the last per
son to oil the windmill before it blew down in the wind. He 
wa 16 years old at the time. Albert's mother boarded many 
of the workmen for $3.00 a week. 

In the winter time ice wa cut at Williams' Lake and 
shipped to Owen Sound by C.P.R. to Davis, Smith and 
Malone, up to six or seven car loads at a time. Jim Edmunds 
cut ice in the winter and took it to Chatsworth. 

Many car load of marl were removed from the lake 
before the operation shut down for a year or two. It started 
up again, but only lasted two months. Making cement from 
marl was proving too costly a a new method, using rock 
and other material , had been found. 

Today, in 1982, Williams' Lake is a very busy place with 
approximately 128 cottages located there. In April 1947 , 
Robert J. Comber purchased the island to the south of 
Williams' Lake from Tom Walker, and the following year 
built the first cottage on the lake. Louis Brown purcha ed 
land from Phil McKay and was the first person to build a 
cottage on the mainland. Cottage owners come from Kit
chener, Schomberg, Toronto, Hamilton, Goderich and 
many other point , and the lake is used a great deal for water 
skiing, swimming, boating and fishing. One family, the 
Struthoffs, live on an island in the lake year round. 

In 1973 most of the property owned by Chester Holley, 
on the south-east ide of the lake was purchased by the North 
Grey Conservation Authority. According to the terms of the 
agreement this property will remain in its natural state. This 
will be an area of great interest to naturalist and other peo
ple who are involved with nature's beauty. There is also an 
agreement that no power boat will be allowed past the nar
row west entrance into the small lake, known locally as the 
"Channel". This is a spring water area and the spot where 

llamillon llrnlhl•r, hunghl ,111d dismanlkd llw hoarding ht111Sl' al \\' illiams 
l.al.l' . 11111d1 of tin• lumhl'r \\:JS lal.l'II lo l.ol 29, Cun. 5 lo huild a hou,l'. 
11011,l' i, U\\lll'II h~ Mr. & Mr,. l'al l{uh,un in 11)112 



Pupils of S.S. #2 in front of the old Boarding House at Williams Lake 
Front row - Eva Wheild on, Mario n Bridgett , Florence Wheild on, Elsie Wheildo n, Emily Bridgett , Jean Givens, Murial Wheildon, Mabel Bridgell , 
A lma Rock 
Second row - Zella McKay , Mary Ell en Shea. 
Boys seated in front - Cliffo rd McComb , Tom Shea, Waller Mannerow, Carl Wheildon 
Courtesy or Mrs. Alex Givens 

the speckled trout spawned and provided great fly fishi ng 
in the l 920's and l 930's. This area is also being reserved 
so that it may be kept natural and may be an area used by 
the canoeist and rower. This small channel leads down 
through the stream that was dredged more than one hun
dred years ago into a small lake known as McKay Lake. 

Just across the road from the lake, near the entrance to 
the lake, was the "Old Swimm in' Hole." This was a body 
of water shallow at one end and very deep at the other end. 
The water was usually quite warm and on warm summer 
evenings this was the place to enjoy a swim and to meet 
friends. During the last few years a public swimming area 
and boat launching ramp were created by the Township of 
Holland on the lake. In 1966 Phillip Varley, 17 years of age 
was drowned in the swimming hole and in 1969 Ken Ransome 
drowned. No one uses this old swimming hole anymore. 

GLENDALE AIRDROME 
The Glendale Airdrome was built by the Comber family 

on lot 15, con. I S.W.T.W.R. on Williams' Lake beside the 
Comber home. This airstrip was built in three stages . It 
started in 1956 and by 1960 was a paved runway allowing 

aircraft to use it, not only in the summer, but in the spring 
and fa ll as well when grass fie lds were too soft. 

Fifteen pi lots learned to fly at the Glendale airdrome. 
Most of these later bought their own planes. Throughout 
the years the airdrome has been used for Armed Forces train
ing, as an emergency landing base, and is listed as an 
emergency airfield for forestry fire fighting, or natural 
disasters. Some of those using the airdrome included Jim 
Baker with his J3 Cub which he hangered beside his house. 
Russell Rae of Holland Centre used his Super Cub frequent
ly in his bee farming. Ron Coates of Norvar Paint Com
pany, Patrick Farmer Bros. Ltd., Al Promaine, Wally 
Sprung, Bill King, John McQuay, Frank Provst, Jack Met
calfe, Jack Coheen, Don Fendley, Stan Baker, Don Pust 
and Bernie Walker all used the air strip. 

There is not much activity in aviation at the present time 
but the fact that the approach and takeoff is over a mile 
of water gives the location a great advantage. 

In 1964 the Combers were given the "Flying Farmer of 
the Year" award. 
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COMBER'S SCHOOL OF SURVIVAL INCORPORATED 

Because of the rapid increase in aviation in the late I 950's, 
survival after an air mishap became important. The Survival 
School taught courses in emergency aid, fire making, shelter 
building, signals, and getting water and food. 

Training was given to the Billy Bishop Air Cadet 
Squadron of Owen Sound. Later the Armed Forces became 
interested and began sending special cadets of the three ser
vices on training courses. At one time the school employed 
two persons year round with 14 part-time employees. As 
many as 43 persons were on the payroll. During the last year 
of operation 263 students went through the summer course 
every two weeks, several from the Meaford Tank Range. 
Over 3,000 students have passed through the various courses. 

The budget for military training was drastically cut and 
the Survival School is now inactive. 

BOATING ON WILLIAMS' LAKE 

Harry Levell of Mount Forest invented and built a steam 
powered outboard motor. About 1928 he brought it to 
Williams' Lake to try it out. Although the motor worked 
fine he just had an old boat which proved unsuitable. He 
came back to the lake in 1935 with Jim Mitchell of Berkeley 
who had extensive experience with steam engines. With a 
better boat , all went well. The first fuel used was small pine 
knots from rotted logs. Later, wood then charcoal and final
ly oil were used for fuel. This steam outboard motor is on 
display in the National Museum, Ottawa. 

The first gasoline powered motor boat on Williams' Lake 
was owned by Louis Brown in 1947. 

Jim Baker was the first man to water ski on Williams' 
Lake. 

WILLIAMS' LAKE BUSH FIRE 

In November 1923 land was being cleared and the brush 
burned on Lot 18 1st. Concession S.W.T.S.R. when the 
brush fires got out of control and started a severe forest fire . 
Parts of Lots 17, 18, 19 and 20 were ravaged . By the end 
of November the fire was thought to be out. Men shovelled 
dirt onto the burning timber. At its height, the fire could 
be seen lighting up the sky at night as far away as Owen 
Sound. Some of those who worked putting out the first fire 
were: Robert McKay, Dan Shien, Earls brothers, Oscar, 
Harold and Jim Edmunds, Jim Hare Jr. , Jack Mcinnis, 
W. Galbraith, W. Cook, G . Mackey, W. Lambert, Ronald 
Comber and many others. The women carried food and 
water to the men. 

The wind at one point shifted to the west and all the rail 
fences caught fire rapidly going towards the Comber's 
buildings. 

Ronald Comber took all the harness and implements to 
the centre of the field and moved the furniture out of the 
house for fear all the buildings would go . The firefighters 
managed to kill these fires. 
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The following spring the fire burst forth on Lot 15 and 
16 in the cedar swamp. After burning most of the swamp 
on the Edmund's property it was stopped at Martin's Creek. 
It was then discovered that the fire had smoldered all winter 
in the sub soil and spread all through the swamp, bursting 
forth in spring. 

Williams Lake 1982 
Courtesy of Fred Slruthofr 

COMBER PIONEER VILLAGE 

The Comber Pioneer Village, surrounded by a rail fence 
containing 2,034 rails, is located on Robert Comber's pro
perty at R.R. #3 Holland Centre, Lot 15 Concession I 
S.W.T.S.R. There is a log school, an outhouse, a log barn , 
and the restored Galbraith log cabin. 

Sometime in the early I 840's the first settlers constructed 
a log school. The buildings for the reconstruction of this 
log school were donated by Ernest Heidmann of R.R . #1 
Desboro as many original timbers needed replacing. The 
school contains original timber desks made from one hal f 
of a log planed and sanded , and the old cast-iron stove, 
which once belonged to James Edmunds. Pegs on the walls 
were used to hang up the children's coats, and the pegs out
side on the rear wall held the horses' harness. The rings were 
used to tie up the horses or oxen. 



Cou rtesy of A. N. Clarke 
Martin's Inn 

The windows in the school were made by the Amish peo
ple living near Williamsford and are of the old type with 
many small glass panes. The cedar shingles on the roof of 
the school and lean-to were made by Joe Fee of Williams
ford. 

The log barn, now restored in the Pioneer Village, once 
belonged to Mr. McFee who owned Crown Land at Lot 15, 
Concession 11 of Glenelg. It contains storage area for grain, 
hay, etc., three stalls which each held two cows, and an ex
tra large stall in which oxen were kept. There were few win
dows in order to keep the barn warm in winter and cool in 
summer. There is also a wooden water trough. 

The Galbraith log cabin was built from the remnants of 
the original cabin. It contains the large stone fireplace con
structed with some of the original stones from the first 
fireplace. The floor is made of stone. Contents consist of 
an old oak table and cupboard, donated by Jim Fordham, 
and muzzle-loading gun donated by Bert Mcinnis. Upstairs 
there is a large bear rug on the floor and smaller bear rugs, 
an old spool bed, and many articles donated by Fred, Roy 
and Lewis Cook. 

To the left of the Galbraith cabin is a small herb garden 
and two cement tables and a stone and mortar fireplace, 
which can be used by special groups on picnic outings. 

The latest addition to the village is Martin's Inn, which 
has been recreated as closely as possible to the original Inn , 
which stood on Lot 16 first Concession South West of the 
Toronto Sydenham Road . The Inn was called Martin's Inn 
after the owners , and the stream near-by was also named 
after the Martin family. 

The building used to recreate the Inn , was donated by 
William Cook of Holland Centre. 

For a period of 2 years, Robert McKay, leased the Inn . 
He had tokens minted and three of these are still in existence, 
two of which are on display in the Inn along with the old 
beer barrel pump and other artifacts. 

An Ojibway Indian, by the name of Percy Pavis, lives in 
the upper part of the Inn and he is the present custodian . 

On certain evenings in the old days they would have a 
lively time down at Martin ' s Inn with good fiddling and 
banjo playing. So it is today, for every Tuesday night is 
music night at the Inn and musicians come from far and 
near to make music. 

Fireplace in Galbraith home 
Comber Pioneer Village 

Courtesy of A. N . C larke 

PIONEER MARKET 

The Pioneer Market is located on Highway 10 beside the 
Holland-Chatsworth Central School. (Con. l S.W.T.S.R. 
part of lot 15) 

On April 21, 1947, Jim Adams purchased several acres 
of land from Harold Edmunds. Here he erected a two-bay 
garage, and a small grocery store with living quarters above. 
Jim had a progressive business here. On December 17, 1963 
Verne and Wilda Edmunds bought this property. They car
ried on the grocery store but turned the garage part into a 
sitting room. 

On November 15, 1971, Thomas Derry purchased this 
store and resold it again in June 1972 to Gordon Frederick. 

Archie and Gladys Don and family bought the store on 
June 19, 1973. They have enlarged the store and carry a large 
stock of groceries, wickerware, gifts, guns, etc. They are 
exceptionally busy during the tourist season. On weekends 
during the summer they operate a very successful and well
known flea market. 

( 111lll l' " ~ ol A. N. ( 'larh· 

Galbraith Home 
Comber Pioneer Village 
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WILLIAMSFORD 

,WILLIAMSFORD. 
Willi:1111,f;ir,J i~ :1 1:owrn111cnt town-plot on tl11' flarafrnxa llo:ttl , 

partly in i-:nllirnn an,! partly in I lollaml tnw118hips. It iR J .~ 111. fro111 
I lw P11 i-:111111.J. a11,l I-~ 111. from Durh:1111. 'l'he lnc:,lity is co1111no11l_y 
known tn tr:1l'1' il l'rs as "'l'hc ~nLle. " (Sec "St1!1/r Rivrr.") The 

,town-pint 1r:1s ,, 111·1·,•yc,l in lH:,H hy ClrnA. Hankin , l•:sq., :111.l 11:11ncd 
" \\'illia111,f;, n1. ·· It, has not yet been hrnuf!:ht into 111:irkct Ly the 
t :,m•rn1111•nt : t hnu~h along the <:rnvPI l:oad it. is all cl!'arcd up, :111,I 
in p11s~('.<s i1111 111' "i-:qnattl'r~." ft cnmpri•l'S :ihnnt ,l(lfl acres; laid 
11111. i11 l,nildi11"· lots a11, l l':1rk l11t :i. 

Tl11 • I' . t 1. T, "~nll ivan ,'' :i mile N. and outside thn t(IWll •)llol. 
111 tli, • t11w11 f'l11t . arn found al, JH'<'Rent., a H:mmill (A. 1,;_ i-:t.r:,thy, 
I 'ropri, •tnr J, 0111· t :r nl'r:il ~l.nre, ~ t.av,irns, ~ Blnrh111iths, a T:iilor. 
:-:h11,•111 :1 k, ·r. ,\,·. 'l'h,·n· :irc- two resident Cler!!y111cn; Church of 
l•: 11 !..: l:t11d . :111d ll :q,tist . 

From its wat.cr-powcr (hci ng sit11:1tcd on tho N. fork of the Saugeen ), 
and it.s sitna.tion on the main wad half' way between Owen' Sound an<l 
Uurham, it may be expected to ~row into :1 villnge of more or lcsA 
importance before long. ,\ new I :ri~t-111ill is ncnrly coiuplct.cd , :1 

litt.lc more tlmn half a 111ilc East, (np the ~tream); the property of 
Wal t.er and George Burnes. One and a quarter miles up the river 
from Willi :unsford is a Saw111ill, lately erected, the property of George 
Speers. .l'opulation about, 70. 

TIIJCllANAN , WJ\f ., l'<1stnw~tl'r, 1'11llirn11 P. 0.; Bookbinder. 
Ruchanan , Arch. , Fanner. 
Buclrnnan , ,John , Tailor. 
BJ<;Ll, , ,J. , Blnrhmith. 
Cook, Rev. Hobert B., B:ipt.ist. 
CRISP, Capt. S., Proprietor "Well ington Hotel." 
Clark, ,John , Blacksmith. 
Donalrl , .fohn, Jo'armrr. 
r, 1 T, Ul~S, RO lmlt'r, Ueneral Jllerchant.. 
Hopkin~, N., Hoot and f:hocmakcr. 
Key~, Hcv. Gcorp;c, Church of' Bnp;lancl. 
JllAlU(l,J,;, W AL'l'Elt K., l'roprictor " British Hotel. " 
J\fcClnrc, Hobert., Far111er. 
McClure, David, Carpenter. 
Pro~ue, lllr., Farmer. 
f:TRATHY, A. K, Proprietor Sawmill. 
Wilson, l\Irs. 

•>--1~,l~I---<• 

W. W. Smith Gazetteer and Directory of the County of 
Grey, 1865-66, (page 322). 

Williamsford Dam and Pond 
Counc,> o l A _ C larl-. c 

204 

Mr. Wm. Buchanan first postmaster at Sullivan P.O. lot 16, concession I, 
E.G.R. from 1847 to 1900. The first book binder in Grey County. 
Courtesy of Buchanan fam il y 

Williamsford was surveyed by Charles Rankin as a town, 
in preparation for the railway that was to run from Toronto 
to Sydenham (Owen Sound). Each township over which the 
railway was to cross was expected to contribute $40,000 
towards construction. When Sullivan Township refused, the 
rails swung to the east through Holland Centre instead, since 
Holland Township agreed to the expenditure. The railway 
took the name Williamsford with it when it divided its 
tracks, and for a time there were two Williamsfords. This 
caused so much confusion that the second station took the 
name Holland Centre. 

A grist mill nearly half a mile up stream was established 
by Walter and George Barnes, the Wellington Hotel by Cap
tain S. Crisp, Proprietor, and the British Hotel by Walter 
K. Markle. All were out of business before 1900. Ronald 's 
Hotel, which was located a mile and a quarter south of the 
village, also went out of business at the turn of the century. 

John Buchanan, Concession I , E. G. R. Lot 17 , was a 
tailor, as was Alex Ireland . Shoe makers were Nicholas 
Hopkins, Ralph Cook, Mr. Morley, George Green, and 
James Oearling. Numerous dressmakers looked after finery 
for the ladies . 



Mr. and Mrs. Fred Evers and family had a store and bake 
shop in 1899 on part of lot R. It later became a barber shop 
with shoe repairs when purchased by John Eckel in 1922. 
It is now a residence. 

It is believed that the house on the north-west corner of 
part lot 16, was the first house built in Williams-ford. 

On the north-west corner of lot 20, concession 1, 
E. G. R. was the thriving implement business of .A.C. 
Roberts, the owner and operator. Part of the first floor was 
used for a show room with two very large windows in front. 
The rest of the building was the family residence. When trac
tors replaced horses, machinery took a drastic change. Not 
able to cope, Mr. Roberts went out of business . The pro
perty was later purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Earlls. 

In the 1960's when the highway was widened, the building 
was thought to be too close to the highway. It was torn 
down, except for one part which was moved to the corner 
of Orr Lane and No. 6 Highway and remodelled as a 
residence for Mrs. Hazel McDonald . 

A variety of wagons was made by skilled workmen. Ed 
Bell practiced this trade at concession 1, part lot 8 and 9. 
Mr. Bryce at the south end of the village was also a wagon 
maker as were Vandusen, John Schade, M. Heisler, William 
McKnight, Ed Hamilton, John Bechtel, and John Dillan. 
William Byers had a frame shop. Smithies were Chas 
Hamilton and James Cochrane. 

Williamsford, in spite of the fact that practically every 
household has its own garden, had a market garden. On the 
cemetery hill on as unpromising a bit of stony acreage as 
you could find, Thomas Moore cultivated an amazing 
garden and by driving at early hours with horse and wagon 
to other towns and villages, he sold enough to constitute 
a flourishing business . His son, Elwood, took over the 
garden when Mr. Moore went into groceries and granary 
produce. 

STORES 

It is believed Robert Norman started the store on the cor
ner of Orr Lane and E.G.R. It was operated by Charles 
Specht for a short time . John Harnack bought and operated 
the store until 1945 . Douglas Cutts became the next owner, 
it was during this ownership that renovations began. 

Belford Dunlop and family bought the store in 1946. It 
was March 1947 when a severe winter storm blocked Num
ber Six Highway for five days. Mrs. Dunlop baked four 
batches of bread every day, each batch consisting of twelve 
to fourteen loaves of bread, to supply residents of Williams
ford until the storm was over and the highway opened . Mrs. 
Dunlop also supplied her customers with chelsea buns. 

John (Herb) Minke became the next owner followed by 
Richard Cole, during whose ownership the store and adjoin
ing residence were burned about 1957. The property was pur
chased by George McDonald on which to build a residence. 

In the late 1800's a store was built 2.69 chains south of 
Orr Lane and E.G.R. by Archie Parks . Barrels of flour and 
salted fish, groceries, yard goods, lace curtain material, 
boots and shoes and family clothing were exchanged for but
ter, eggs and fowl brought in by his customers. 

General Store Williamsford 
Henry Ross owner, early 1905. 

Courtesy of John Armstrong 

. ,, 

In 1919 Henry Ross bought the store and the business 
changed with the times, adding new lines. In winter stove 
wood could be exchanged for necessities. Manley Rourke 
bought the store in 1945. Well known in this store for their 
service were Mrs. Louis Ross, Harry Weppler, Joseph Heft 
and Charles Eckel. 

Before hydro came to Williamsford this store and attached 
residence were lighted by a delco plant. 

In 1950, Elmer Metzger purchased the store. A freezer 
plant was installed and locker boxes were rented to cus
tomers, and a meat counter was added. William Metzger 
purchased the store in 1968. Extensive renovations have 
taken place, the meat business has. been expanded supply
ing all kinds of fresh meat, as well as custom cutting, wrap
ping and freezing. In 1980 a large storeroom was built and 
the former storeroom' is used for boots, shoes and clothing, 
school supplies and other necessities. The shelves are ar
ranged to accommodate customers with self-serve service. 
Frozen foods and vegetables are also available. 

Gone is the old coffee grinder with the large wheel, the 
bench that accommodated the "hot stove league" that 
gathered every Saturday night to discuss everything from 
politics, the new piece of machinery the neighbour bought, 
to the latest market price. 
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IMPLEMENT SHOP AND SERVICE STATION 
At the turn of the century when binders and mowers and 

other horse-drawn machinery were being bought in large 
numbers, William McMitchell built a storage shed and shop 
on part of Lot 3 and 4. For many years he supplied farmers 
with these new models. He also repaired them. Many times 
he received a call for help and went to the farmer's field 
to time the binder whec it would not tie a proper sheaf. 

The property was purchased by Louis Subject in the ear
ly l 940's and a new home and service station replaced the 
implement business. After the death of Louis Subject, Mr. 
and Mrs. Speilmacher became the next owners. It is now 
operated as a lunch bar and gas station by the Flooren 
family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Prival , slanding in fronl of Williamsford hardware 
in lhe ea rly 1900s. 
Cou r1 e1,y o f John A rm\ l rong 

WILLIAM FORD POST OFFICE 
The Williams ford Post Office is one of the oldest in Grey 

County. It was opened in 1847 and was called Sullivan P.O. 
It was located on concession 1, lot 16, east side of the 
Garafraxa Road with William Buchanan as the first post
master. 

Sullivan Post Office was very important to settlers com
ing north o n the stage coach. The stage also brought the 
mail from southern post offices to Owen Sound and served 
points in between. This was the place for travellers to rest, 
while the drivers were getti ng a change of horses . 

The Gazetteer and Directory of Grey County says: 
Mr. Buchanan, postmaster of Sullivan Post Office 
combines book binding with his official duties. 

There were no book binders in Owen Sound at this time, 
so he received all the patronage of the County. Date of his 
official appointment was November 6, I 847; date of vacan
cy, April 7, 1900 by resignation. 
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In 1929 Mr. and Mrs . Samuel Stewart purchased the 
Buchanan farm. In the garage were found several boxes of 
printing equipment and a small chest about fourteen inches 
high and eight inches wide with drawers containing letters 
of the alphabet. These were the letters used by Mr. Buchanan 
in his printing business . 

A horn about four feet long that had been brought from 
Scotland, by the Buchanans , was also discovered. It was 
used for calling sheep and could be heard for miles. Unfor
tunately, Mrs. Stewart did not realize the significant value 
of the articles and left them on the property when she sold 
it in 1944. 

POST OFFICE 

Louis Privat filled the Post Office vacancy May 1, 1900. 
Date of vacancy, March 5, 1920 because of his death. It was 
located in the hardware store. 

Mrs. Isabelle Cummings was postmistress from August 
25, 1920 to April , 1925 when she resigned. During this period 
it was in a residence north of Privat hardware store. 

William J . Elliot became Postmaster July 22, 1925 and 
the post office was returned to the hardware store. Wm. J . 
Elliot filled the position until April 6, 1970 when he retired . 
On May 7, 1970 his son Robert Elliot officially became Post
master. 

WILLIAMSFORD HOTEL 

Lot 13, Concession 1 East of the Garafraxa Road. From 
the crown by Elizabeth B. Breese. 

1883 - Elizabeth Breese to Adam M. Anderson 
1886 - Anderson to James Connors 
1921 - Fredrick Stafford from the Connor Estate 
1943 - Fredrick Stafford to William J. Molson 
1953 - William J. Molson to John W. Batterman 
I 955 - I 967 - owned by John W. Batterman and 

Hilda C. Klages 
I 967 - it was purchased by Johann Frost 

The hotel was burned in 1971 and the property purchased 
by Lydia (Herzig) Vanslyke in 1972. 

There were two large show windows in the centre of the 
building at the front where it is believed Mr. Anderson and 
also Mr. Becker had a store for a short time. Later, that 
part of the building was occupied by the Bank of Montreal, 
Chatsworth, where a bank employee rendered banking ser
vices one day a week. This was discontinued in the early 
1930's. 

Before prohibition came into effect, the hotel was a busy 
place, with its "stand up to the bar" business. Later it had 
an ice cream parlor. The ice cream was kept frozen packed 
in ice from an ice house. Later F. Stafford made the building 
into four apartments, reserving part as a dwelling. It was 
empty for several years before it was destroyed by fire. 



Court esy A.N. Clarke Williamsford 1982 

WILLIAMSFORD HARDWARE 

The first hardware, a frame building, was located two 
buildings north of the pond . Louis Privat made his wares 
available to his country customers by means of a one-horse 
wagon. He later built an addition for a tinsmith shop. 

In 1904 Mr. Privat built a new cement block building 
which housed the hardware, post office, tinsmith business, 
and his residence. The building is still being used for the 
same purpose in 1982. Louis Privat died in 1920. Herb Privat 
ran the business for one year. It was then rented and 
operated by L.D. Merriam and N. McElheron. 

On February 9, 1922 T.J . Elliot bought the building and 
operated the business. At this time W .J . Elliot was a tinsmith 
apprentice with Herb Privat of Chatsworth, and he took 
over the business the following year. In 1925 gas pumps were 
installed in front of the store. 

In the 1970's the first hardware was renovated for feed 
storage, fence wire and other essential farm supplies. On 
the south side next to the pond, a new building was erected 
and houses the necessary motor lubricants. 

Robert Elliot took over the business in 1970 and is the 
present owner. 

WILLIAMSFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE 

In 1953 concerned people in the community of Williams
ford felt that recreational facilities were needed in their com
munity. A meeting was called on January 24, 1954 to get 
some of the thoughts of the people in the community. It 
was decided that an arena with curling rink and a ball field 
were needed . 

A committee was nominated to look at arenas and ball 
fie lds in other communities to see which type would be the 
best suited for Williamsford. After viewi ng many places, 
the committee decided to build the type recommended by 
Tommy Cooper, who was the Agricultural Representative 
in Markdale. The land where the arena now stands was 
bought from Archie Gillies . As it is situated near Highway 6; 
Holland and Sull ivan Townships share responsibilities for 
the upkeep of the centre. 

The seven members of the board were James Beirnes, 
Elmer Metzger, Victor Hansen of Holland Township, plus 
William Batterman, Stanley Irvine, Vally Eickholdt, and 
Ivan Aitcheson from Sullivan. 

The townships were canvassed to raise funds. Many 
farmers donated logs for lumber. In the summer of 1954 
the curling rink was built and the cement footings poured 
for the arena. Lumber was drawn from Northern Ontario 
in the spring and summer of 1955. Each arch alone consisted 
of 2200 board feet. 

It was decided to use the heippel truss system. Two men 
were sent by the firm to assist in the building of the arena. 
Much of the labour was donated by the men of the area . 

By January 23, 1956, the skating rink was in operation . 
In the summer five ball teams were using the field, including 
one girls' team. 

On July 18, 1956, the official opening of the Williamsford 
Community Centre took place. Every year since, there has 
been a garden party held in the summer time to celebrate 
the official opening. Many people look forward to this event 
when they may meet their old friends again . Usually, after 
the huge meal , a variety show is held which consists of sing
ing, dancing, and the bagpipe band. 

The Community Club holds many functions - ball 
games, hockey games, skate-a-thons and other events to raise 
money which is given to the board of management. 

In February 1976, the Department of Labour inspected 
the arena and stated that repairs would have to be made . 
An engineering firm was hired to show what repairs should 
be made and in the summer a meeting of interested citizens 
was held to discuss arena renovations, repairs and install
ing artificial ice. It was decided to go ahead and bring the 
building up to the necessary standards. 

Once again , the people of the community banded together 
to raise their share of the cost. Dances and draws were held 
monthly to raise funds. The arena trusses were repaired in 
November and December and a certificate was issued stating 
the arena passed all safety standards. 

New dressing rooms and washrooms were built in the 
winter of 1976-77. An ice plant was purchased and installed 
in the summer of 1977 making the Community Centre one 
of the finest in the area. A Zambonia for cleaning and 
flooding the ice was also purchased in 1977, the most 
modern machine in this area. 

In 1980 the east end of the arena was renovated as a social 
area, and curling club room . 

STOCK'S TOY FACTORY 

After living in Germany, Brazil and other places, Jurgen 
and Martha Stock came to Holland Township and bought , 
lot 44, concession 2 in 1962. Very soon after their arrival 
the place took on a new look . The wood shed at the back 
of the house was converted into a place for the making of 
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Community Centre, Williamsford built in 1954 
Coun ~'i~ ot .\ . N. Clarl..e 

small toys. These quarters became too small, and the stable 
was cleaned out and made suitable for the bigger machines. 
The barn floor was used for storage . School furniture and 
blackboards were also made. An addition to the building 
had to be added in 1974 and again in 1980. Jurgen and 
Martha Stock's venture has added much to the community, 
at times employing as many as fourteen people . They have 
two sons, Martin and Philip, and a daughter , Brenda, to 
follow in the manufacturing business . 

They have markets for their manufactured products 
throughout Canada, the United States and as far away as 
Germany. 
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CH ICKENS BEFORE EGGS 

In 1955 Mr. Hubert Bicknese immigrated from Holland 
in Europe to Ontario. He worked for one and a half years 
on a poultry farm at Freelton. He heard of a farm in Holland 
Township that was for sale. After seeing this part of the 
country he decided this was what he wanted. He bought a 
farm near Williamsford and started renovati ng the barn in 
September 1956, and put in his first chicks in January 31 , 
1957. The demand for broiler eggs kept growing. In June 
1964 a new two-floor, one hundred and thirty-two foot barn 
was built. A further extension was needed. In June 1967 
another two floors, the same size as the first, were built to 
accommodate a total of eighteen thousand birds to fill the 
demand. Diseases were rampant in those days but before 
too many years, vacci nes were put to use and that was a 
great improvement. He has steady employment for two peo
ple seven days a week plus part time work. 

Mrs. Bicknese, the former Louise Peltzer, was active in 
helping in all phases of the business , and was the mother 
of three chi ldren, Eleanor, Victor, and Karen. Mrs. Bicknese 
passed away in 1976. 

Quotas entered the egg and chicken bu iness, so the flock 
population is controlled by supply-demand, result ing in the 
closing of the firs t barn . 



Bought October 3, 1890 by Ernst and Amelia Kuglin, as a harness shop. Owners 1982, Thomas and Margaret Kuglin. 

Courtesy o f Mrs. Thelma Kuglin 

"WILLIAMSFORD" LOT 2, EAST ON THE 
GARAFRAXA ROAD 

The history of this lot is most interesting. January 26, 1870 
- bought by Margaret and Hugh Bryce for $10.00, Black
smith, this deed is written on parchment paper. 

May 25, 1871 - Margaret and Hugh Bryce to Hen-
ning and Corbett for $30.00 

September 26, 1873 - Geo. Corbett to James Buchanan 
September 26, 1873 - Henning and Buchan to Margaret 

and Hugh Bryce 
October 10, 1873 - Margaret and Hugh Bryce to 

Emma Hamilton for $600.00 
October 11, 1873 

October 15, 1873 

October 30, 1876 

February 7, 1877 
February 22, 1886 

Apri l 14 , 1886 

October 3, 1890 

April 12, I 943 

- Emma Hamilton to Margaret 
Bryce for $375 .00 
- Margaret and Hugh Bryce to 
William Smith 
- Wm. Smith to Emma and Charles 
Hami lton, blacksmith 
- Wm . Smith to Wm . Kough 
- Wm. Kough to Mary and Christian 
Merk linger 
- Mary and Christian Merklinger to 
Joseph Ross, sadler. 
- Joseph Ross to Ernst Kuglin , 
harness maker 
- Ernst Kuglin to Son Emi l C. 
Lloyd and Thelma Kuglin, slipper 

July 1974 

< ~111111.·,~ ol I H.:d :--.1rn1hofl 

manufacturing, they had five boys -
Bazil, Dennis, William, Joseph, 
Thomas, two girls, Ileen and Helen . 
- Thelma Kuglin to Thomas and 
Margaret Kuglin now a residence. 

S,·en~ tak~n at Williams Lake 



\/\l A L.T 

Courtesy of Norman Seabrook Fall Fair 1917. 
Walter's Falls, Ontario. 

Fall fair discontinued after the last fair 1948. 

Massie Orange Hall, 1949 
( ·ount.:, y of Mav, i,: Wo ml· n• ~ 111 ... 1i1u1 c. Twl'l'<l.,muir H i.-.tory 
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The Path that Led to Fellowship 
HOLLAND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The Holland Agricultural Society was organized in 1860. 
The Fair was first held at Arnott, north of the Hall, at a 
time when there were no less than three hotels in Arnott. 
It was next held at Holland Centre. No exact dates or records 
were kept beyond 1898. From Holland Centre the Fair 
moved to Chatsworth and was held where the present Hotel 
parking lot is located. Vegetables, fruits, etc. were exhibited 
in the old hall that is still situated east of the Chatsworth 
Hotel. This building had no upstairs and was more like an 
open shed. 

From this location the Fair was taken to the grounds south 
of Albert Bush's residence. Part of the late Dr. Airth's pro
perty was apparently owned by the Society as it was rented 
annually to Dr. Airth. In 1900, the hall situated on this land 
was moved to the north-east corner of the grounds by John 
Collins at a cost of $40.00. 

In 1905 a new site was discussed for the Fair. Four acres 
south of Chatsworth could be purchased for $375.00 with 
an offer of $200.00 for the site being used, but no action 
was taken. In 1911 a committee was appointed to approach 
S.H. Breese regarding purchase of the present site while the 
rink could be rented reasonably. In 1912 it was decided to 
rent the grounds and rink from Mr. Breese for five years 
at a cost of $25 .00 per year (2 days each year). 

In 1914 the old grounds were sold to Dr. Airth for 
$200.00, reserving the building which was later sold to 
Joseph Dudgeon for $700.00. 

In 1922 the rink was purchased by the Society from W. G. 
Merriam for $1,000., $700. of which was borrowed from 
John Telford. This loan was paid off in 1946. At this time 
a committee was appointed to try to buy land from John 
Hamilton suitable for a Fair grounds and hall. 

In 1950 the old rink was sold to the village council for 
$1.00. In 1953 the present fair grounds were purchased from 
Jim Jackson for $800.00. 

Varied ways have been used to raise money over the years 
to keep the Society functioning such as dances, concerts, 
fiddlers' contests and ticket sales. In 1913 affiliation fees 
were $1.00. In 1921 this was raised to $2.00, and in 1953 
fees were raised to $8.00. 

In 1909 school children paraded to the fair and were ad
mitted free. 
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For a number of years the Fair Board refused to include 
school fairs. In 1934 they decided to notify schools in the 
surrounding sections that if they wished to make exhibits 
at the Chatsworth Fair they could do so by the School Board 
paying a $1.00 entry fee. 

Alvin McComb with his farm team which he was showing at the Chalsworth 
fall Fair 1949 with his nephew Garfield. 
Counesy o f ~lrs. Ada Mccurdy 

In 1935 the Women's Institutes were asked to exhibit at 
the fair. 

Each winter the rink was rented to the Chatsworth Curl
ing Club . 

All Society meetings were held at the Chatsworth Hotel , 
Club room until 1927. Mr. and Mrs . M.E. Galbraith were 
presented with a gift that year for use of the Club Room. 
Since then most of the meetings were held in the Town Hall . 

In 1938 the first Service Diploma was sent out by the 
Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies. This was 
presented to Cecil Weeden for meritorious service to agri
culture. Each year a similar award was made to a President 
or Past President. Some who received this award included : 
A llan Find lay 
Anthony Shute 
Harvey Farrow 
George A. Sut herla nd 
Lorne McMi lla n 

Ed win Hill 
C hester Jack son 
Mac Mitchell 
Wil son Hall 

Joe Dudgeon 
Peter MacDonald 
Jim Howey 
Frank Gamble 

The following names are the Presidents and the years they 
presided: 
1898 • 1902 John Cameron 1947-48 Geo. A. Suther land 
1903-04 William Foster 1949-50 Jim Howey 
1905-09 Malcolm Cameron (M rs . Weeden's first yea r 
1910-13 J. C. Baird as Sec. Treas.) 
19 14-15 Frank Mah er, who passed 1951-52 Frank Gamb le 

away May 19 15, before 1953-54 Lorne McMillan 
his term had expired. 1955-56 Victor Hansen 

19 15-16 Peter MacDonald 1957-58 Dave Manin 
19 16- 19 Allan Findlay 1959-60 Jim Hanna 
1920-22 S. H. Breese 1961-62 Gordon Spencer 
I 922-23 Joe Dudgeon 1963-64 Norman McKessock 
I 924-25 J. N. Perdue 1965-66 Elgin Givens 
1926-27 M. M. Mit chell 1967-69 Ruby Gamble 
1928-29 Anthony Shute 1969-7 1 Howa rd Lundy 
1930-3 1 Augu,1 Kemp 197 1-72 Alex Pringle 
1932-33 L. A. Mathew, 1973-75 Bob Peacock 
1934-35 J. E. Weeden 1975-76 Dave Manin (resigned 
1936 - L. A . Mathew, because of illness) 
1937-39 C. S. Weede n 1976-77 Carman H am ill 
1940-41 Edwin Hill 1977-78 Bob Pri ngle 
1942-43 Chester Jackso n 1978-80 Mac V. Gamble 
1944-46 Harvey Farrow 1980-82 Jim Brick 
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There have not been many secretaries over the past 107 
years: 

Jo hn McDonald 1898 - 1901 (probably before this), at a salary of $10.00 a year 
John Galbraith 1901 - 16 - In 1912 his sala ry was raised 10 $30.00 
G. W . Coll ins 1916-2 1 
A. Findlay 1921 - 1934 - In 1923 his sa lary was raised 10 $75.00 
A. D. McColeman 1934 - 46 - held the position for 12 yea rs at $75.00 
A . Findlay 1947-54. When he resigned his sa la ry was $ 125.00 
Louise Weeden 1954 - 198 1 

Allan Findlay was connected with the fair for 42 years 
in which time he held every office, 16 years as Secreta ry
Treasurer. 

Cost of printing the prize list has escalated over the years: 
1904 - $10.75 
1905 - $14.50 
1906 - $25 .00 
1952 - $170.28 
1953 - $189.95 
1981 - $900.00 approx . 

In 1930 A.G . Chisholm was made a Life Member of the 
Society. He never missed a fair until the year he died and 
always paid his entry fee as well . 

Some of the Auditors over the years included: 
G. C. MacDonald 1925 
A. McG illvary 1927 
Milton Sinclair 1931 
J . L. Minorgan 1937 

and more recently: 
Anne Ca meron and Jack Hopkins l956-62 
Marsh Wester and John Morgan 1962-65 
Bruce Sturrock and Ivan Hill 1965-73 
Len Vlielander and Ivan Hill 1973-80 
Jack Hopkins and Len Vliela nder l980-8 1 
Jack Hopkins a nd Frank Stauble 1982 

In 1907 a motion was made to call the Society the Holland 
Agricultural Society with headquarters in Chatsworth. 

In 1957 the fair grounds were turned over to the new Com
munity Centre Board . The first fair held in the new Com
munity Centre was in 1959, and fairs have been held there 
ever since with improvements each year. 

In 1960 the fair celebrated its Centennial, and in 1963 the 
beautiful new gates to the fair ground were officially opened. 

In 1982 Louise Weeden decided to step down from the 
position of Secretary-Treasurer after 32 years' service . On 
April 19, 1982, at a happy celebration in the Chats worth 
Community Centre, a large crowd gathered in her honour 
and presented her with a painting by John Mueller in ap
preciation of her many years of devoted service to this 
organization. Bruce Sturrock is presently (1983) the 
Treasurer of the Society and Mrs. Margaret Sturrock is the 
Secretary. 

\ 



HOLLAND CENTRE AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION 
PRIZE WINNERS - OCTOBER 4, 1883 

Span, draught horses - George 
Yates. 

Span, general purpose - James 
Farley, John Crawford, John ilender
son, H. Page. 

Span, carriage-William Willis
croft, Mrs. Rutledge, Robert Irwin, 
William Edmunds. 

Mare, with foal-William Henry, 
John Hamilton, Watty Crawford, 
Robert Greenaway. 

Buggy horse-James Laird, Mar
shall Ward, Patrick Hamilton, Wil
liam Vogan. 

Saddle horse - Pat. Matthews, 
Robert Carter, Frank Troughton, 
John Cameron. 

Colt or filly, roadster, two years-
Thomas Williscroft, James Bruce. 

Colt or filly, roadster, one year
John Middleton, William Armstrong, 
Jam~s L. Pa~terson, John Murray. 

Colt or filly, one year-John Hanley, 
John Deavitt Anson Stevenson, 
George Crowther. 

Spring colt-John Hamilton, Rob
ert Greenaway. 

Bull, over two years, pedigree
George Ptolemy, William Foster. 

Bull, under two years, pedigree
Dan Taylor. 

Bull, grade, any age-Joseph Fan
ning, Robert Givens. 

Cow, with pedigree-W. Henry, D. 
Taylor, Torn Robinson. 

Cow, in milk . - John Crowther, 
Robert Walker, W. Anderson. 

Heifer, two years-W. J. Jackson, 
Stewart Doyle, Ed. Sergeant. 

Heifer, one year-Marshall Ward, 
Richard Clark, John Henderson. 

Yoke oxen-John Middleton, Pat
rick Hamilton, Mr. Eagles. 

Yoke three-year-old steers - G. 
Ptolemy, Fred Stafford, R. Watters. 

Yoke two-year-old steers-James 
Farley, Joseph Jackson, A. Crawford. 

Spring calf-Robert Freeborn, W. 
J. Jackson, Joseph Fanning. 

Aged ram, E.eicester-Dan Taylor, 
William Deavitt. 

Aged ram, Southdown - Edward 
Batty. 

Shearling ram, Leicester-Patrick 
Kelly. 

Shearling ram, Southdown-Ed
ward Batty. 

Ram lamb-John Middleton, John 
·cameron. 

Pair ewes, Leicester-M. Cameron. 
Pair ewes, Southdown-Ed. Batty . 
Pair ewe lambs-John Middleton , 

Thomas Sowerby, Ed . Batty. ...,. _, 
Ram lamb-Ed. Batty. 
Berkshire boar, aged-Robert Free

born, Thomas Anderson . 
Berkshire sow, aged- Dan Taylor, 

Thomas Anderson, James Page. 
Berkshire boar , Spring- Jacob Vise. 
Berkshire sow, Spring- James Gal

braith, J acob Vise. 

Suffolk boar, aged-James Page. 
Suffolk sow, aged-Robert Irwin. 
Suffolk sow, Spring-James Farley, 

James ·Page. 
Pair Spring pigs-Jacob Vise, 

Robert Webster. 
Collection Barnyard fowl-George 

Crowther, Carson Price, Thomas An
derson. 

Pair geese - Thomas Williscroft, 
William Foster , Mark Abbey. 

P&ir d~cks, !2rge- Thomas Ander. 
son, William Howey. 

Pair ducks, small-James Farley, 
Mr. Scott, Henry Roberts. 

Fall wheat, White Russian-Frank 
Troughton , John Marquis, Robert 
Carter. 

Spring wheat, Genesee-Thomas 
Clark, Joseph Jackson, Henry Norton . 

Spring wheat, A.O.K . - James 
Gawley, R. McKessock. 

Barley, Geor(!e ,Sh,'lw, Patrick -,,:,) 
ly; peas, large, Jolin Cameron, Joti.1' 
Henderson ; peas small, Henry Nor
ton, Patrick Kelly; oats, white, John 
Murray, Mr. Vair; oats, black, John 
Henderson, William Norton; timothy, 
Pat. Kelly; white beans, George Crow
ther, James Farley, William Norton; 
collection of potatoes, James L . Pat
terson , John Deavitt; Early Rose, 
Robert Hayes, James Laird, Alex. 
Kirton; Potatoes, A.O.K., James 
Bruce, Anson Stevenson. 

Swede turnips, Alex. Adams, R. 
Watters, Dan Taylor; turnips, A.O.K., 
George Ptolemy, Rich . Walters: man
golds, Henry Page, Mr. McKessock; 
blood beets, William Greenaway, 

John Hend.erson, · M. Abbey; but
ter,\ 5- tb. roll (33 entries), T. Ser
gea11t, M. Scott, J. Mccurdy; firkin 
butter, Henry Roberts, R. Clark, H. 
Norton; Cheese, 10 tbs ., H. Norton , 
Mr. Vair, J . Cameron; 100 tbs . flour, 
J . P. Hare, M. McNabb, P. Hamilton ; 
bread, J. Laird, R. Watters, M. Scott, 
D. Taylor. 

Honey in comb, Thomas Anderson , 
Mr. V-air. 

Plow, A. McArthur; iron harrow, 
John Speck ; farmer' s wagon, John 
Noble, A. McArthur, John Speck; 
_bl,ligy, M . Williamson, M. McVicar, 
J. L. Patterson; double sleigh, Thom
as Sergeant. 

Men 's coarse boots, John Gawley; 
set horse shoes, Richard Abbey, John 
Spe.ck; speciment of cabinet work, 
James Foster; five yards, full cloth , 
John McCurry , R. Walker ; five yards, 
~.;wnette, R. Walker. 

Fancy flannel , homemade , J . P . 
Hare, J . Cameron ; plain ftann d . 
homemade, R. Clark , R. Walker ; pair 
1'4tukets, homemade, J . Galbraith , J . 
Cameron ; pair hor~c blankets, home
made, W. Howey; pair wool mitts, 
homemade, J ohn Downey, John Han
ley , F. McCann ; pair wool socks, 

~memadc, M·. Ea~lcs, M. Mcl'ann; 
·pntchwork quilt, J . Downey, R. Wal 
-twrs, M. Robinson ; fancy quilt , J . P . 
Hare, R. Robinson ; log-cabin quilt , 
William Norton, J . P. Hare. 

Embroidery, cotton, M. McNabb, J . 
'Downey; embroidery in wool , J. Far
ley, W. Henry; Berlin wool, raised , 
R. Givens, George Crowther; Berlin 
wool, not raised, Adam Shaw, W. 
Uenry; fancy knitting in cotton, John 
l!Rfflte, John Hanley. 

Fancy knitting, wool, Joseph Fan
ning, J . Noble ; braiding in cotton. 
John Lilburn, Adam Shaw; knitted 
lace, Mrs. Hanbury, P. Kelly ; collec
tion of Berlin wool, Thomas Willis-

. ,roft, Joseph Fanning. 
Hair work, Mrs. Williamson; rag 

mat, J . Farley, A. McArthur; mat, 
A.O.K., Robert Webster; five yards. 
rag carpet, Henry Page, R. Webster, 
William Howey. 

· · Collection of flowers. R. Shaw, M. 
"smith, Mr. Vair ; man 's fine shirt, John 
Henderson , John Cameron . 

Best looking baby, Mrs. Hanbur~·. 
Mrs. McMitchell 

Best looking baby, under 12 
months, Mrs. Hanbury , Mrs . Mc
Mitchell. 

---s~cial by C. W. Rutledge for paint
ing, Alex. Callcot. 

In the following year , 1884, many 
new exhibitors were present- John 
Atkinson, George !iinclair . .J. W . ~1c
Quak"er, W. Neely, W. McKay, A. 
~hute, P . Gillan, T. Dixon. T. Neel} . 
J. Quinn, R. McKessock, J. Suther
land, R. Clark, Robert McBrice. R. 
Freeborn , Eli Eagles, W. Minion, 
Sam Hanna, Robert Boyd, C. Price , 
·_;J!lOS Wright.,. r,tose Smith, David 

·squire, John Hewitt, George Dunbar , 
James Ireton, Robert Aljoe, F . Kemp. 
J . McAuley, A. Philips. W . Ast.bury, 
'W. McCaye, W. Merriam. 



HOLLAND TOWNSHIP 
FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE 

April 10, 1956 
OFFICERS ELECTED IN 1956 

President : Percy Hamill 
1 st. Vice President: W . Geo. Sutherland 
2nd . Vice President: John Norton 
Secretary-Treasurer: James Beirnes 
Press Reporter: Clarence Callahan 
Farm Forum Director: Mrs. Margaret Taylor 
Hog Producer Representative: R. John Fee 
Cream Producer Representative: Clarence Callahan 
Beef Producer Representative: Norman McNabb 
Poultry Producer Representative: Wm. Jackson 
Co-op Medical: Albert Rice 
Director at Large: Mel. Hanna 
Women's Institute: Mrs. Doug Saunders, Mrs. Bert Menary 
Junior Farmers and 4H Directors: Alex . Beirnes, 

Harold Lauber 
Auditors: Morrell Hampton, John Armstrong 
Presidents and secretaries in succession have been: 
1957 Clarence Callahan, John Norton, Sec. Treasurer, 

Percy Hamill 
1960 Clarence Callahan, President 
1962 Norman McNabb 
1964 Carman Hamill (Mrs. Whitney was a new director) 
1965 John Fee (Mrs. Whitney, Vice Pres.) 
1967 Mrs . John Whitney 
1970 Carman Hamill 
1971 Carman Hamill 
1973 W .G. Sutherland, Vice Pres. Bob McKessock, 2nd. 

Vice Pres . Terry McComb, Percy Hamill was Trea
surer until 1972 and then Mrs. John Whitney was 
elected Sec. Treas. and is still encumbent. 

1974 Terry McComb Pres., 1st. Vice Pres. Bob McKes
sock, 2nd. Vice Pres. Bruce Saunders, (Pearl Whit
ney was elected a new director) 

1976 Ross McNabb was Pres., 1st. Vice Pres. Keith 
Black, 2nd. Vice Pres. Bruce Saunders 

1980 Bruce Saunders Pres. as Keith Black resigned, Vice 
Pres. Dick Jones, 2nd. Vice Pres. Mrs . Pearl Bum
stead, Sec. Treas. Mrs. John Whitney, Directors: 
Carman and Ruth Hamill and Wilf Brown. 

The aims of the Holland Township Federation of Agri 
culture were to co-ordinate helpful programs such as public 
speaking contests, information meetings, 4H programs, 
farm forums, folk schools, rural learning associations and 
to act as a liaison with the county organization. It was 
originally financed by a one-half mill levy on everyone_'s 
taxes. As full-time farmers decreased in number the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture brought in individual member
ships and the township counci l gave a grant. 

In June 1961 , plans were made for the 4H Junior Fair, 
which was carried on for many years. It featured 4H calf, 
grain, hogs, sheep , and potato clubs, plus school fair ex
hibits . It was held in the Williamsford arena. 
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Mrs. John Whitney was sponsored to Folk School at 
Craigleith in 1961, and Mrs. R. Fee attended in 1962. In 
that year W. Geo. Sutherland was nominated for the 
Tommy Cooper award . 

F.A.M.E., a co-op meat packing plan, was initiated in 
the 1960's. 

In March, 1966, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence McPherson 
resigned as Junior fair Secretary and Treasurer. Mrs. Car
man Hamill was elected to succeed them. 

Mrs . John Whitney attended Folk School at Varney in 
March 1967. The theme was "Our Self Worth". Welcomed 
were Indian delegates from the Cape Croker and Saugeen 
reserves. 

Mrs . Carman Hamill attended the folk school at Varney 
in 1968. 

In August, 1968, a memorium was given to the sheltered 
workshop, for Dean Whitney who was killed in a tractor 
accident. The son of John and Helen Whitney, he was an 
ardent 4H member and had won his certificate for six com
pleted clubs. 

In February 1969, James Jacklin of Chesley was nomi
nated for the Tommy Cooper award and Mrs. Joe Fee went 
to Folk School in March at Varney. John Robson, a long 
time member, was given a gift of appreciation when he 
moved to Markdale. 

At the 4H awards and annual meeting on November 28, 
1970 Grant Sweiger presented club leadership pins to Car
man Hamill, George Sutherland and Stuart Luckhardt. 
William Medley, 2nd. Vice President of the County, con
gratulated the young people and gave a resume of the year's 
work in the federation. Sam Luckhardt had the champion 
calf. Fred Beirnes was the champion showman. Highest 
number of points in first year 4H went to Steven McKes
sock. Ted Beirnes had the highest points in the club. Cer
tificates for completion of six projects over 70% proficiency 
were received by Glen Martin, Ted Beirnes, James Whitney. 
The champion dairy calf shown by a Junior was owned by 
James Luckhardt. Ted Hamill won the grain trophy donated 
by the federation. Mrs. Carman Hamill gave out the school 
fair prize money. Grey County Fieldman, Ken Leith of 
Varney, who won the 1970 Junior Farmer tour to the British 
Isles, was the speaker. 

At the December 1971 annual meeting the Al Casselman 
trophy was presented to Dorothy Brack for champion ca_lf, 
the Mel Hanna trophy to David Hampton for showmanship, 
Bank of Montreal prize for high points first year calf club 
to Mary Jean Hamill. The Holland Township Federation 
trophy for champion grain was won by Mary Jean Hamill. 
The D.C. Taylor trophy for Junior champion calf went to 
James Luckhardt. 

Jn 1972 a plaque was purchased to be placed in the new 
Holland Chatsworth Central Public School, with the public 
speaki ng winners names engraved on it. Pearl Whitney and 
Marilyn Sowerby were sponsored to the folk school at 



Varney . Mrs. Carman Hamill was nominated for the 
Tommy Cooper.award. The 4H Club amalgamated with the 
Chatsworth Club and continued to be supported with a 
donation and the grain trophy from the Holland Federation 
of Agriculture. 

Mrs . John Whitney was nominated for the Tommy 
Cooper award in 1978 and Bruce Saunders was nominated 
in 1979. 

The federation has been inactive during the last year, but 
still supports the public speaking contest. 

HOLLAND JUNIOR FAIR 
One of the projects supported by the Holland Federation 

of Agriculture was the Holland Junior Fair, which was held 
for the first time in 1953. It enjoyed a life-span of almost 
twenty years, amalgamating with the Chatsworth Agricul
tural Society in the early 1970's. Co-sponsors were the 
Holland Farm Forums, Holland School Board, Women's 
Institutes, and other groups under the supervision of the 
Federal and Provincial Departments of Agriculture. 

The idea of the Junior Fair originated with Mel Hanna. 
He attended the 0. A. C., Guelph, and upon graduation, 
returned to his home farm in the Holland Centre area. He 
felt that the young people of the township were not being 
given the opportunity of participating in 4H Agricultural 
Clubs. He set to work to organize such clubs within the 
township with the result that the first Holland Junior Fair, 

as it became known, was held in Holland Centre in 1953 . 
This fair, which was the Achievement Day for 4H Beef, 
Dairy, Sheep, Swine and Grain Clubs, and Junior and 
Midget Clubs (members being residents of the township) 
became known as the "Biggest Little Fair in Canada". There 
were as many as fifty members participating in the various 
clubs, and they ranged in age from three years to twenty. 
The fair was unique in that it had one of the few 4H Agri
cultural Club Achievement Days held independently of any 
Fall Fair. 

In 1954 it was held at the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Emmer
son Craven near Holland Centre, and in 1955 at the farm 
of Mr. and Mrs . Carman Hamill near Massie. It was then 
moved to Williamsford Community Centre where it re
mained for the duration. 

Some of the leaders who contributed to its success were: 
W. George Sutherland, Carman Hamill, John C. Norton, 
Wellington Beirnes and William Davidson. For many years 
the Secretary-treasurers were Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
McPherson, followed by Mr. and Mrs. Carman Hamill. The 
success of the fair was possible because of the generous 
donations of money and of goods, by merchants and other 
interested parties in the villages and surrounding area. 

In 1958 the regional fair in Owen Sound for the first time 
held a 4H King and Queen competition. Each club within 
the County nominated contestants. The 4H Queen chosen 
at the regional fair was Beth McPherson of the Holland 4H 
Beef Club. Other Queens chosen from Holland were Jean 

( ount.:,) ol \u11 - I i1rn:, I ih.:, Holland Township Junior Fair 
al Mr. and Mr, . ~arman 1-lamilr,. 1955 
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Fee, 1960, Leone McPherson, 1961, Doreen Hamill, 1962, 
Patricia Kingston, 1963, and Margaret Sutherland, 1964. 
Kings chosen from Holland were Jim Hamill, 1963, and 
Stewart Hamill 1967. 

4H Beef Club members who have done well at local and 
regional fairs have the opportunity of showing their calves 
in the Queen's Guineas competition at the Royal Winter 
Fair, Toronto. In 1956, Betty Lou Sutherland had the Grand 
Champion Beef Calf at the Regional 4H Fair in Owen 
Sound, and in 1962 she was the Grand Champion Showman. 
In 1963 Margaret Sutherland had the Grand Champion Calf 
at the Regional Fair and Reserve Champion Shorthorn at 
the Queen's Guineas Competition. 

In 1961 Bill Fee showed the Grand Champion Gilt in 4H 
Regional Swine Show in Owen Sound. 

For some years a miniature School Fair was held in con
junction with the Junior Fair, where members displayed 
vegetables, baking and crafts . 

In the early 1970' s the Holland Junior Fair amalgamated 
with the Holland Chatsworth Agricultural Society, and the 
Achievement Day is now held at the Chatsworth Fall Fair . 

Year 
1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

196 1 

1962 
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Holland Township, Federation of Agriculture 
PUBLIC SPEAKING WINNERS 

Prize 
1st. 

2nd. 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

I st. 

2nd. 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

1,1. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

Name 
Primrose Benne11 
Markd ale 
Elizabeth Sa unders 
Walt er 's Falls 
Bell y Lo u Suth erl and 
Massie 

Prim rose Bennell 
Markda le 
Bell y Lo u S utherland 
Massie 
Marilyn Murray 

John Bigarest 
Dornoch 
Margaret Sutherland 
Massie 

Susan uth a ll 
Massie 

Margaret Sutherland 
Massie 
Susan Nu tha ll 
Massie 
Rose M an e Bo lduc 
Holland Centre 

Marga ret Sutherland 
Mass ie 
Stewart Hamill 
Massie 
Bruce Ham ill 
Massie 

Ji m McE lrea 
Holl and Centre 
Suza nne Sta ffo rd 
Ber ke ley 

ancy Lou Walls 
Berkeley 

Ji m McElrea 
Ho ll a nd Cent re 
C hri , tel La nd auer 
Ho ll a nd Centre 
Will a rd S uther land 
MaS\ie 

Subject 
Will the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Benefit the Canadi an Farmer? 
The Li fe o f C hurchill 

T he Adva ntages of Farm Life 

Conservatio n 

Neighbo urs 

Life o n the Fa rm 

Why I am Proud to be a 
Canadi an 
Most Interesting Persona lit y 
I have Read Abo ut -
Pa uline Jo hnston 
Wh y I am P roud to be a 
Canadian 

Neighbo urs 

Neighbo urs 

The Most Interesting Persona lit y 
I have Read A bo ut -
Humphrey Davie 

Why I am Pro ud to be a 
Canadian 
The Sto ry o f Wheat 

My Favourite Season -
S umm er 

Th e Starry Heave ns 

My Favo urit e India n Legend 
- Thunderbird 
My Favouri te Ind ia n Legend 
- The Gratefu l Wolf 

The Value of the Far m 
Wood lo1 
Ha rvest Time 

Va lue of the Farm Woodl ot 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

197 1 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

I st. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd. 

3rd . 

1st. 
2nd . 

3rd . 
3rd . 

I st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

1st. 
2nd . 
3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

1st. 

2nd . 

1st. 

2nd . 
3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

1st. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

I Sl. 

2nd . 

3rd . 

Catheri ne Taylor 
Ho lland Cent re 
Wm . Bl ack 
Markdale 
J ames Black 
Markdale 

Ed ward Neel ands 
Massie 
Wa lter McElrea 
Ho lland Cent re 
J anice Black 
Markda le 
Ted Pilo n 
Ber keley 

Walt er McElrea 
Ho ll and Cent re 
Willa rd Sutherland 
Massie 
Do uglas T aylor 
Ho lland Centre 

Paul Ku ras 
J anice McElrea 
Ho lland Centre 

haron Sheare r 
Brenda Baker 
Ho lland Centre 

J anice McEi rea 
Ho ll and Cent re 
Gwen Morga n 
C ha tsworth 
Do rothy Hobbs 
C ha tsworth 

J a nice McE lrea 
Ho lland Centre 
J erry P ilo n 
Berkeley 
Ted Hamill 
Massie 

G len Belbeck 

Sa nd ra A rm strong 
Berk eley 
Kevin Belbeck 
Massie 
Julianne Mo rgan 
Cha tsworth 

Kevin Belbeck 
Massie 

Kev in Belbec k 
Massie 
Lynn Jenk s 
Andrea Langhamm er 

Jeff McKessock 
St ra t haven 
Richard Hill 
C ha tsworth 
Penny Givens 
Ho ll and Cent re 

Va leri e Hallman 
Wa lter 's Fa lls 
Dia nne Do n 
Ho lland Cent re 
Caro l King 
Cha tswo rth 

Lo ri Sa unders 
Walt er 's Fa lls 
Ci ndy Wark 
Cha tswort h 
Jo hn Belbeck 
Massie 

Cin dy Wark 
Cha tswo rth 
Lori Saunders 
Wa lt er's Falls 
Peter Ba logh 
Berke ley 

Jo hn Belbec k 
Pa tri cia Siet-en 
C hatswo nh 
Da nny Sprague 
C ha1swor1h 

Why I Like 10 Read 

Yesterday, Today and 
T omorrow 
The Sto ry of Electrici ty 

Water and It s Conservatio n 

The History o f the Stanley 
Cup 
Safety o n the Farm 

Safety o n the Farm 

Electricit y and H yd ro 
o n the Farm 
The Place, Use of Agricul ture 
Today 
Farm Vacatio ns 

Canada, A To urist 's Pa rad ise 
Canada , A To urist's Paradi se 

Evolutio n o f a Pro vince 
Waterways of Ca nada 

Highway Safety 

My Trip to Ex po 

Highway Safety 

A Canadi an Sport , Hockey 

Communit y Li ving in Can ada's 
20th Century 
Skiing 

Ladies' Fash io ns 

U.F.O .s, What A re They? 

A Story o n the Piano 

Science Fictio n , Po llutio n 

Living In Venezuela 
Pyramids In Eygpt 

Sin king o f the Ti tan ic 

Superstiti ons 

Superstiti o ns 

The Life o f Helen Kella r 

Po llution 

School Safety Pa trol 

The Do nnell y Feud 

Magici an , Eric Weis 

Unidentified Flying Objects 

The Life o f Jea n Di xon 

Vio lence o n Telev ision 

Ligh tning 

T he E nglish Language 
The Koa la Bear 

The C. N. Tower 



1978 1st. 

2nd . 
3rd . 

1979 1st. 

2nd . 

3rd. 

1980 1st. 

198 1 1st. 

1982 1st. 

2nd . 

John Belbeck 
Massie 

Bobby Hooper 
Chatswort h 
Brenda G illam 
Chatsworth 
Leanne McNabb 
Chatsworth R #4 

Brenda Gi llam 
Chatsworth 

Linda Jenkinson 
Holland Centre 

Heather Kidd 
Chatsworth R #4 
Jerome Miecznyowsk i 

My Bak ing 

The Mosquito 

My Bird Feeder 

The following were 1st Prize winners at the county finals : 
1969 Glen Belbeck 
1972 Kevin Belbeck 
1976 Lori Saunders 
1978 John Belbeck 
1979 Bobby Hooper 

JUNIOR FARMERS 
Although the majority of the members of this club reside 

in Holland, it is known as the Chatsworth Junior Farmers. 
The organization meeting was held on March 28, 1979. The 
executive for the first year were: President - Valerie 
Luckhardt; Vice-President - Jas Long; Secretary - Lori 
Saunders; Treasurer - Betty Snyder and Public Relations 
Officer - Lynn Mustard. The attendance at that meeting 
was six members and three guests. 

Every year the club does community work. Some of the 
first work was helping the Massie Hall Board improve the 
ball diamond at the Athletic Field. The club worked on this 
project for three years. The Junior Farmers also help 
organize the Chatsworth Santa Claus parade. In the Christ
mas season, they sing at the Chatsworth Nursing Home. At 
the Grand Opening of Participation Lodge near Holland 
Centre June 12, 1982, the Junior Farmers parked cars and 
provided transportation with tractors and wagons to the 
Lodge from the parking area and back again. 

The Junior Farmer motto is "Self-Help and Community 
Betterment" . The Holland club has tried to live up to the 
motto and is now a busy and thriving club with more than 
forty members. 

FALL FAIR 
WALTER'S FALLS 

It was fi rst named " The Central Agriculture Society". 
Dr. G.O. Holmes, a veterinary doctor and a great horseman 
with a gift fo r organizing and managing shows, made the 
firs t fair in 1889 a success. An Englishman by birth, he 
would be found ridi ng his high spirited horse abo ut the 
Walter's Falls grounds on Fair day, dressed in English riding 
togs. 

The fair grounds were located on a part of the Prior's 
farm (now the Community Park) . In 1913-14 the fina l pur
chase of the Prior land was made and deed registered. In 

1909 the name was changed to the Walter's Falls Agriculture 
Society and remained as such until 1948. When no board 
was named, the fall fair ceased. 

In 1894 they built the exhibit hall and grandstand, a two
floor building, the first floor holding mostly field crop com
petitions with fruits and vegetables, while the second floor 
housed the ladies' exhibits of needle work, crafts, baking, 
arts, home-made soap, jams and preserved fruit , vegetables 
and meat. 

The fair was a two-day event. In 1912 a football (soccer) 
match was held on Opening Day. Lady directors were named 
to the board in 1917 and remained as part of the board 
through its long period of operation. Prizes of $8 .00, $5 .00, 
$3.00 and $1.00 were given to the best decorated autos of 
the 1917 fair ; also a baby contest was held that year with 
Dr. A . Eagles of Meaford as judge. In 1918 the Public 
School prize list was added with a prize for marching. This , 
too, continued and was an added attraction to the fair. The 
schools paraded through the grounds, led by bagpipes and 
drum band and were judged for their marching, drills, sing
ing and yell. 

The Walter' s Falls School, U.S.S. #1 , was well known for 
its marching with girls in sailor middies and skirts, while 
the boys were in navy dress pants and white shirts. The 
Bognar School pupils, U.S.S. #9 Sydenham, always looked 
smart in their Scottish kilts and knee socks. Other schools 
taking part were Goring and Holland 10th Line School. 

Once a year, usually after the fair and in the early part 
of winter, members of the board and their wives or escorts, 
enjoyed a banquet in thanks for their year' s work. Mrs. Wil
liam Morrison often hosted the members for this banquet 
with the help of her daughters in their farm home to a boun
tiful full course dinner with roast goose and all the trim
mings and an evening of entertainment. 

The last night of the fair, a concert and dance was the 
event of the year . A concert company from London, Ontario 
was booked several years in a row with a lady soloist , 
Miss Gladys Cornell and her strong soprano voice. 

In 1920 Mr. Bell, the Merchants' Bank Manager at 
Walter's Falls was Secretary-Treasurer so all meetings were 
held at the Bank . In 1925 a Field Day was held in June to 
raise money. In 1928 a Fair Day feature was a car balanc
ing contest. In 1930, to help finance the Fair , dances and 
box socials were held through the year. In 1932 no field crop 
competitions were held and prize money was cut twenty per
cent and prize money given to residents of Grey County. 
In 1933 the bicycle contest was a featu re for children. In 
1934 the Fair was open to anyone. In 1948 when the Fair 
was under President Wi lbert Hopkins, there were horse 
races, and Tory Greig of Wingham was master of ceremonies 
for the day. It was noted that this Fair had more horses than 
Owen Sound Fair in its last year of operation. 

One board member of the 1948 board said President 
Hopkins won the "war" but lost the "battle" as the Agri
cu lture Society Act and Regulations of 1939 stated fair 
grants would be cut re horse racing. 
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4H HOMEMAKING CLUBS 
4H Homemaking Clubs are under the supervision of the 

Home Economics Extension Branch, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food and sponsored by some local group such as a 
Women's Institute etc. The overall purpose of 4H Home
making Clubs is to give young people a chance to develop 
their potential. The program offers a chance to develop self
confidence while learning practical ski lls. 

The 4H pledge is: 
I pledge my head to clearer thinking 

my heart to greater loyalty, 
my hands to larger service 
my health to better living for 
my club, my community and my country. 

In 1960 the 4H Homemaking Clubs celebrated twenty
five years of club work in Grey County. They originated 
as sewing clubs, first formed in 1915, then garden and can
ning clubs were added. In 1935 the Homemaking Club pro
gram was initiated by Miss Bess McDermiad, Superinten
dent of Women's Institutes. In 1954 the Homemaking Clubs 
became 4H Homemaking Clubs. By the l 980's over twenty 
projects were available. 

The program caters primarily to rural young people 
12 - 26 years of age. It began with a membership of girls 
only but boys also enjoy the clubs now. 

During 1981 the first project was "Get ready, get set, 
sew!" and the nutrition project was "Which came first, the 
chicken or the egg?" To maintain members interest, new 
programs are offered each year . Early in 1982, members 
learned basic breadmaking ski lls and later outdoor living 
skills. 

The format of 4H Homemaking Clubs has been changed 
recently to stress "Living Skills". Two or three new clubs 
are offered each year. New material is provided for each 
club . One half the province has the opportunity of having 
one club while the other half has another. Then the clubs 
are alternated. One such club at present, deals with "Foods 
and Nutrition," while a second is on "Clothing and Crafts". 

The County Home Economist supervises training of the 
leaders who are volunteers from the community. Miss Flora 
Durnin worked as Home Economist from 1934-66. At first 
she was paid only for the days she worked . It was 1944 
before Home Economists received an annual salary. Miss 
Durnin was followed by Mrs. Lera (McCormick) Ryan and 
presently Mrs. Denise (Storey) Edwards. 

ARNOTT 4H HOMEMAKING CLUB 
The Arnott 4H Homemaking Club was organized in 1958 

in conjunction with the Arnott Institute. The first leaders 
were Mrs. Janet Wrobelewski and Mrs. Clayton Mcinnis. 
Other leaders included Mrs. George Lake, Mrs. Jim Han
na, Mrs. Walter Wheildon, Mrs. Jack Coulter, Mrs. Harvey 
Mcinnis, Mrs. Lloyd Weatherhead, Mrs. Bud McComb and 
Mrs. J . Wheildon . There was an average attendance of 
eleven girls at the meetings. 
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In 1962, the Arnott Club was invited to the Women's In
sti tute Area Convention where they put on their skit per
taining to the course " Meat in the Menu" . 

The following year, Catherine Hanna and Linda Wheil
don were invited to attend the weekend Folk School held 
at the Varney Motel. 

The 4H Club was disbanded when the Institute folded in 
1967 . 

HOLLAND CENTRE 4H CLUB 
The 4H Homemaking Clubs were organized in the mid

dle of the l 950's. Girls between the ages of 12 and 26 were 
taught by two leaders who learned the projects through the 
Home Economics Branch of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food. As the projects became popular, two clubs were 
formed, one in the Berkeley area and one in the Holland 
Centre area. Up to twenty girls would take part in the two 
clubs. 

Leaders of Holland Centre 4H Club 

Mrs. Wallace Cameron 
Mrs. Gordon Hanna 
Mrs. Don Ray 
Mrs. Orval Heimbecker 
Mrs. Tom Moore 
Mrs. Angus Armstrong 
Mrs. Wm. Fee 
Mrs . Walter Harpley 
Miss Terry Ward 
Mrs. Jelle Dejong 
Mrs. Alieda (Dejong) Harvey 
Mrs. Robt. Walker 
Mrs. Helmut Scheufen 
Mrs. Wayne Talton 
Mrs. John Whitney 
Mrs. Earl Reid 
Mrs. Marilyn (Sowerby) Russell 
Mrs. Barbara (Harpley) Brown 
Mrs. Ruth (Cowan) Sowerby 
Mrs. Pearl (Whitney) Bumstead 
Mrs . Monica (Scheufen) Whitney 
Mrs. Shirley (Cowan) O' Donohoe 
Mrs . Jim Tebbutt 
Mrs. Ron Turnbull 

Leadership Certificates 

Mrs. Barb Brown - 5 Year 
Mrs. Ruth Sowerby - 5 Year 

Provincial Honours 

Marilyn Sowerby 
Pearl Whitney 
Barb Harpley 
Monica Scheufen 
Ruth Sowerby 
Terry Ward 
Jayne Walker 
Lorna Walker 
Shirley O'Donohoe 



Advanced Honours 

Mrs. Barbara Brown 
Mrs. Ruth· Sowerby 

Marilyn Sowerby attended the 4H National conference 
at Guelph in 1970. Mrs. Robert Walker, Mrs. Wayne 
Tolton, Mrs. John Whitney were guests at the Royal Winter 
Fair of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food . Mrs. Ron 
Turnbull and Mrs. Walter Harpley are the current leaders. 

Beth McPherson 
1st. Grey County 4H Queen, 1958 

MASSIE 4H HOMEMAKING CLUB 
The first 4H Homemaking Club at Massie was organized 

in September, 1956, and it has been continuous since that 
time. Leaders of the first club "Sleeping Garments" were 
Mrs. Arnold Ceaser and Mrs. Gordon Cook. Members were: 
President - Leone McPherson, Secretary - Betty Lou 
Sutherland, Beth McPherson, Doreen Hamill and P,atricia 
Neelands. The first to receive Provincial Honours from this 
club were Leone McPherson and Betty Lou Sutherland. 

A member of this first 4H Club went on to receive several 
honours. In 1962 Doreen Hamill won the National 4H trip 
of one week's duration to Toronto and Ottawa. In 1964 she 
won the Adelaide Hoodless FWIO Entrance award of $100 
to MacDonald Institute. In 1965 she won the Adelaide 
Hoodless Memorial Scholarship for second year students at 
MacDonald Institute. That same year Doreen had completed 
all nineteen of the available Homemaking Clubs. 

To date three girls participating in the clubs at Massie have 
been awarded Advanced Honours on the completion of 
eighteen clubs - Doreen Hamill, Margaret Sutherland and 
Mrs. Robert (Eileen Carbert) Seabrook. 

During the life of the Massie Club there have been many 
leaders. Those receiving five-year certificates are: Mrs. 
George Rice, Mrs. Clarence McPherson, Mrs. Carman 

Hamill, Mrs. Harold McKibbon and Mrs. Kenneth Dunbar. 
Honoured with a ten-year certificate were Mrs. Harold 
McKibbon and Mrs. Carman Hamill. 

Receiving provincial honours have been: Leone McPher
son, Betty Lou Sutherland , Doreen Hamill, Margaret 
Sutherland, Hilda Ceaser Watt, Helen McDougall, Lynda 
Nuttall, Karen McKibbon and Bonnie McKibbon. 

At present there is no Club at Massie. 

WILLIAMSFORD 
4H HOMEMAKING CLUB 

The Williams ford 4H Homemaking Club was formed on 
April 3, 1964, at the home of Mrs. John McComb with Mrs. 
Joseph Fee as leader and Mrs. John Mccomb as assistant 
leader. 

The first unit was "Home Garden & Preservation" which 
was a new topic for both leaders. Unfortunately no record 
was kept of the members' names. However, the fall unit that 
same year was "The Club Girl Entertains" and the members 
were Irma & Janet Elliot, Alice & Patsy Moore, Lynda 
Cowan, Georgina McDonald, Maryann Eriksen and Debi 
McComb. 

Through the years approximately 100 girls have covered 
a variety of projects including gardening, sewing articles of 
clothing from wool, cotton & knit fabrics, bedroom ac
cessories, hats & bags, clothes closet accessories, cooking, 
featuring dairy products, meat and eggs, cereal, vegetables, 
fruit, foreign foods and breadmaking. Other projects 
covered entertaining, block printing, fitness, needlepoint, 
crewel embroidery, macrame, outdoor living and tie dyeing. 

At times the enrolment was so large it was necessary to 
split into two clubs, but once there were just four members. 
The largest club was 21 girls. 

Some highlights of the Williams ford 4H Club were hav
ing girls chosen to attend the 4H Girls Conference in Guelph . 
Girls receiving this honour were Debi McComb, Maryann 
Eriksen, Diane Davey, and Shelly Metzger. 

One exhibit "A Treasure Trove of Early Canadian Kit
chen Utensils", with Irma Elliot as commentator from the 
Centennial Club, was presented at the girls' conference in 
Guelph and the Women's Institute area convention in Mark
dale . The club was chosen to perform its demonstration of 
bedroom accessories with Janet Elliot and Patsy Moore at 
the Canadian National Exhibition. 

One girl, Diane Davey, received Advanced Honours for 
having completed 18 units . 

The founding leaders were Mrs. Joe Fee and Mrs. John 
McComb. 

Leadership certificates are awarded to leaders who lead 
and assist at least two units per year. These are received on 
completion of five, ten, and fifteen years. Leaders holding 
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these certificates are Mrs. John McComb for ten years, and 
Mrs. Murray Davey and Mrs. Margaret Subject for five 
years each. 

In the fall of 1982 the Unit had a membership of eighteen 
girls, with Mrs. Margaret McComb and Mrs. Karlene 
Lipskie as leaders. 

MASSIE FARM FORUM 
The format of Farm Forums was province-wide with 

meetings on Monday evenings spent listening to the radio 
broadcast on CBC at 8:30, followed by discussions and 
reporting. 

Each forum group had its distinctive characteristics. 

Massie Farm Forum was first organized in October, 1944, 
at a meeting at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Norton. 
This group met regularly during the Farm Forum season, 
(November I to March 31) for two years. Then, with very 
stormy winters and lagging interest, it was disbanded for 
perhaps three years, then re-organized. 

Meetings were not all discussion - recreation occupied 
the last part of the evening - games, contests, music, euchre 
- followed by lunch. 

For several years Massie Farm Forum members provided 
a fifteen minute program on the Lawrence Phillips' Farm 
Broadcast over CFOS radio station from Owen Sound. The 
program usually consisted of a panel discussion by several 
members on a current topic of interest, and music. In 
December one year, Beth McPherson played "Star of the 
East" as a piano solo . Another musical number was by 
Joyce Purvis on piano, Jack Norton on guitar, and Duncan 
Morrison on violin. 

During the late 1950's and early I 960's, the Farm Forum 
held a St. Patrick's concert every year. These concerts were 
so entertaining and humorous that the Orange Hall would 
be filled to capacity. There was the mock wedding with 
Arnold Ceaser as bridesmaid for Bob McKessock, a tall 
willowy bride who wed Gordon Lang a short, fat groom, 
while the bride's mother , Bill Morrow, wept copiously. 
There was the skit "The Beverley Hill Billies" with Mrs. 
Duncan Morrison as Grannie and Mrs. Harold Martin as 
"Jetherine" with the blond wig, and the boxing bout with 
Harold Martin as "Sky Hi Lee", and Gordon Lang as 
"Hard Boiled Haggerty" with Blanche Martin and Pearl 
Lang as trainers and Bob Purvis as referee. Other program 
numbers provided similar humour , especially the fashion 
show in which the men modelled women's clothes. 

Early in 1962 the Farm Forum approached the Massie 
Orange Lodge with an offer to buy the Orange Hall as the 
Lodge was disbanding. At that time Forum members can
vassed the community for donations to help with the pur
chase. The sum of $630.00 was collected or pledged and 
many offered a day or several days work. Trouble was ex
perienced in securing a clear deed and the money was even
tually given towards the purchase of the school for a com
munity centre. 
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In 1964 National Farm Radio Forum became known as 
the Rural Learning Association. 

Massie did not join the new organization, but functioned 
for two years as a Community Club, having speakers such 
as a doctor, a veterinarian, a teacher etc. and recreation. 
The final meeting of this group was at Hatten Hall, in the 
spring of 1966. 

STRATHAVEN FARM FORUM 
In the fall of 1954 a Farm Forum group was organized 

at Strathaven with Jack Ramage as president and Jean 
Mustard as secretary. Every Monday night from October 
to March, radio programs, sponsored by the Ontario Federa
tion of Agriculture, were broadcast over C.F.O.S. After 
listening to the one-half hour broadcast the members divided 
into discussion groups, with a leader for each group. The 
questions on the topic, set out in the Farm Forum Guide 
were discussed. Reports of the opinions and recommenda
tions expressed by the members were sent to the Farm Radio 
Forum secretary in Toronto and to the Owen Sound Sun
Times, where a summary of all the Forums in the County 
appeared each week. Every fourth night, Review Night, was 
open. Usually a special speaker was invited, or members 
joined with a neighbouring Forum and enjoyed their 
activities. 

Farm Forum night was a pleasant break in the long winter 
months, when farmers could do up their chores and gather 
with their neighbours to enjoy an educational and pleasant 
evening. A social time and lunch usually followed the weekly 
meetings . The last meeting of the Forum at Strathaven took 
the form of a weiner roast and was held in the school, U .S.S. 
No. 8 Holland and Sydenham, in March, 1956. 

BOY SCOUTS WALTER'S FALLS 
A community meeting was held in August 1965 to organ

ize the Boy Scouts at Walter's Falls. Mr. Rennie, district 
field commissioner from Hanover, was chairman to explain 
the Scout program. The Walter's Falls community hall 
board donated fifty dollars to obtain the charter from the 
Scout headquarters at Ottawa. The troop was in the High
land District. 

The following committee was appointed at this meeting: 
Chairman - Everett Carmichael 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mrs. Harry Young 
Public Relations - Mrs. Jack McCauley 
Transportation - Rev. Bell, Norman Seabrook 
Special Events - Bob Jackson 
Chaplain - Ken Tanner 
Member at Large - Mrs. Doug Risk 
Cub Leaders - Mrs. Maurice Quinton, 

Mrs. Allan Weaver 
Scout Leaders - Rev . Sam Bell, Rev . Ken Tanner 

The first Scout meeting was held on October 8, 1965 in 
Walter's Falls church basement. 



The first Cub meeting was held in the Orange Hall. The 
first Cub pack was invested February 25, I 966 by Keith 
Solomon from Meaford (13 cubs). 

The last family night was October 26, 1978 for a look into 
the past and a close of Scouting in Walter's Falls. Slides of 
Cub and Scout activities in the past were shown by Norman 
Seabrook. 

Last Leaders: 
Cubs - Marilyn Seabrook, Mary Janet Mustard 
Scouts - Don Goutreau, Tim Marchand, 

Gordon Brimsley 
. Committee Members -

Chairman - Norman Seabrook 
Secretary-Treasurer - Sheila Carmichael 
Chaplain - Peter Hewitt 

There were many volunteer Cub and Scout leaders, group 
committee members from the Bognor and Walter's Falls 
areas who gave their time and talents to keep this organiza
tion going during the years, who made the Cubs and Scouts 
groups the community could be proud of because they 
always set a good example of Scout work when they were 
in competition with other boys at campouts and scouting 
event . 

The first Walter's Falls Boy Scouts closed their books in 
1978 . 

WILLIAMSFORD C. G. I. T. 
The Canadian Girls in Training is a group of girls who 

meet to learn about the Bible. In Bible study a mission study 
is done, along with community service. The girls also do 
crafts, have parties, and weekend camps, hold bake sa les, 
spring teas and sometimes have bus trips. 

They also remember those less fortunate by, for instance, 
sponsoring a Korean child. 

Each member purchases a C. G. I. T. middy with the crest 
on the left sleeve. After completing a mission study and a 
Bible study the girls receive a friendship badge which is worn 
on the inside of the right sleeve. Each officer wears a blue 
maple leaf above the C. G. I. T. crest. After a girl attends 
for three years she becomes a senior, and after four years 
she graduates. 

In 1976 four Williamsford girls drove to Chatsworth to 
attend C. G . I. T. 

In 1979 there were more girls from Williamsford going 
to C. G. I. T. than from Chatsworth, so C. G. I. T. came 
to Williamsford. Mrs. Bev Illman led the girls for one year. 
The meetings were held in St. James Lutheran Church. In 
September 1980 Mrs. Walter Subject and Mrs. Allan 
McDougall became leaders. In 1980 membership increased 
to seventeen girls. 

FOWL SUPPERS 
The first fowl suppers held at Walter's Falls began in the 

late 1920's by the women of the English Church, now St. 
Philip's Anglican. This became an annual event and the first 
suppers were held in the Orange Hall with a date set on or 
near Thanksgiving Day. The meal was made in a near-by 
white, stucco house (the James Free home) now gone. The 
food was kept hot and appetizing while it was passed 
through an open window into the Hall to the serving tables . 
The fowl were chickens and came from the church members' 
own flocks of Plymouth Rocks, each family donating five 
or six of their best fowl. Nearly everyone who lived in the 
village had a hen house to supply his family's needs for eggs 
and chicken, as well as a stable to house his driving horse 
and a prize Jersey cow or two. So it was not just the nearby 
Anglican farmers but all who attended the English church 
who made their annual donation to the Fowl Supper. 

The menu remains much the same as today's Turkey Sup
per which the women of the United Church now prepare . 
The main dessert remains pumpkin pie and whipped cream, 
the difference being not freshly grown pumpkin from the 
garden and slow, long cooking, but from the store' s canned 
pumpkin, not sweet Jersey Cream but a synthetic "whip". 

The event used to be a family gathering where Mom 
cooked the goodies, Dad donned a butcher's apron to carve 
the fowl, and the young misses did the serving . The sup
pers were mostly supported by local folk. At one time the 
same workers provided entertainment for a 3-act play or a 
concert of local talent which meant a free supper if you had 
a concert part in the program. Proceeds went to support the 
church treasury for the upkeep of the church, rectory, or 
the rector's sa lary. 

HOLLA D CENTRE - WILLIAMSFORD 

LIONS CLUB 
After several preparatory meetings at the home of Brian 

Martin of Williamsford, enough interest was shown to 
organize a Lions Club. 

The following executive offices were filled at a meeting 
held February 8, 1982, at the Holland Chatsworth Public 
School with President Geoffrey Campbell, Secretary, Paul 
Heimbecker, Treasurer Brian Bumstead. Twenty-two mem
bers joined the club at the organizational meeting. 

On June I 2, I 982, Bill Hanna of Shelburne, District 
Governor of Lions, District A-9, presented Geoffrey Camp
bell with the Lions' International Club Charter. It is known 
as the Holland Centre - Williamsford District Lions Club. 

One of their goals is to support Participation Lodge. 
Much has been done by the Club for the blind. The Lions 
are a non-profit Club and all funds received locally are spent 
locally. 
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THE ORANGE LODGE 
The Orange Order is founded in Exodus 18, verses 

20 - 21. The members agree to act together to protect the 
common rights and interests of mankind, to support the 
principles and practices of the Christian religion, to main
tain the laws and constitution of the , country, to give 
assistance to any member of the association who might be 
in distress. They promise to honour the late King William 
III of England, Prince of Orange, upholding Protestantism. 
Each member strives for a sincere love for God, and obe
dience to God's commands with a firm and steadfast faith 
in the Saviour of the world, convinced that He is the only 
Mediator between God and man. 

ORANGE HALL - BERKELEY 

The hall was built before 1885. The charter for LOL 176 
Berkeley was first issued to James Allen on March 3, 1851 
in the county of Waterloo. It was incorporated on January 
31, 1894, (Registration No. 259) in North Grey. 

The Warrant (charter) was reissued to James Gillespie on 
June 23, 1876. It was eventually declared dormant, and the 
charter was returned in August 1972. 

C.:ounc, y o f Emil y f-l in1 Orange Parade, Berkeley 
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Over the years the Orange Hall was used for many com
munity who were newly married were held there. The local 
Showers and presentations for young people of the com
munity who were newly married, were held there. The local 
people would provide music for dancing, and all the ladies 
would bring lunch. 

During the war years the boys and girls from the com
munity in the service were presented with watches and many 
of these presentations were held in the Orange Hall. 

Many 12th of July Celebrations have been held in Berkeley 
and meals were served from a hall that is still over Mrs. Ita 
Watts' home. On the 12th of July the Orange Lodge mem
bers would march down to the station and back to their hall. 

LOYAL ORANGE LODGE 740 HOLLAND CENTRE 

The Warrant (Charter) was issued on January 16, 1857 
to Benjamin Williscroft. It was incorporated on April 25, 
1923. Registration No 1574 in Grey North, L.O.L. 740, 
amalgamated with L.O.L. 101 in 1977 and the Warrant was 
returned on February 3, 1978. 

The first meetings were held in members' homes and, later 
in the Orange Hall. When the Presbyterian Church joined 
the Methodist Church to form the United Church, the Pres
byterian Church was used for a short time by the Anglicans. 
It was bought by the Lodge for a meeting hall. The building 
was bought and removed by Russel Rae in 1978. 

The Holland Centre Lodge was the largest lodge in the 
district with a membership of 40. They were credited with 
having the most members with degrees within a lodge. They 
also won recognition as the best dressed lodge in the 1945 
parade. 

During the life of the Lodge the following have held the 
office of Worshipful Master: Anthony Shute Sr., Michael 
Howey, William Foster, Richard Shute, Henry Winter, 
Nelson Perdue, George Shaw, George Shouldice, Harvey 
Taylor, Anthony Shute Jr., David Gardiner , James Ceaser, 
Fred Holder, George Hanna, Stanley Norton, J .J . Matheson, 
James Riddell, Thomas Ramage, Russell Farley, James 
Howey, George Howey. 

During the early 1960's Chatsworth L.O .L. united with 
Massie and they carried on until disbanding in 1965. At thi s 
time chairs and benches were taken from the Orange H all 
to the former schoolhouse which was being used as a com
munity centre. 

When the Lodge di sbanded, nothing was done a bout the 
ha ll so it was put up for auction for taxes owing. Earl y in 
1967 Bob and Hugh Neelands bought the hall fo r $ 107 .00 
with $50.00 of this to be used to clean up the site . They 
di smantled the hall and removed it. 



L.O.L. #740, Holland Centre - 1925 Trophy 
Back row- H. Jackson, recording sec. ; T. Troughton, Tyler; W. Beirnes, 1st com.; W. Sutclirre, marshal! ; M. McMullcn , candidate; J. McMullcn, 
1st lecturer 
Centre row - Alex Shute, treasurer; Alex Stewart, P .M.; W. Hampton, W. Master; T. W. Thompson, D. C. M. Donor or cup; D. Telford, Sen
tinel; J . Hampton, Chaplain 
Front row - C. Callahan, Dep. Lecturer; William Gordon, Deputy Master 
Courtc..,, of F-ran\... Beirne" 

MASSIE ORANGE LODGE 

Massie Orange Lodge, known as Purple Hill L.O.L. 
No. 1261, in Holland Township, County of Grey (West) was 
organized on March 4, 1868. It had its official opening on 
the afternoon of March 26 of the same year. The district 
master, John Fleming, presided at the opening meeting held 
on Lot 4, Concession 6 Holland Township in the home of 
Wm. Hamill. 

The first officers were: Worshipful Master Anthony 
Shute, Deputy Master Michael Howey, Recording Secretary 
George Cochrane, Treasurer Wm. Young, Chaplain Arthur 
Shute, Director of Ceremonies Robert Givens. 

They agreed to hold their meetings monthly on the Thurs
day on or before the full moon. Later, this night was 
changed to Tuesdays. 

Before a man could become a member of the Loyal 
Orange Association, he had to be vouched for by two 
members in good standing, declare his res idence, age, pro
fess ion or occupation, religious denomination and place of 
birth. 

After the building of the brick church at Massie in I 895, 
the Lodge purchased the frame church, later enlarging and 
remodelling it to make Lodge rooms for L.O.L. No . 1261. 

On July 12 each year, the Orange Order celebrates the 
victory won by King William III at the Battle of the Boyne . 
Before the advent of the automobile, each Lodge held a 
celebration in its own community, but of later years celebra
tions are held in larger centres. The Lodges from a desig
nated area gather in a central location (town or city) and 
each Lodge, led by its own pipe and drum band and display
ing its own banner, joins in a parade which is led by a man 
riding on a white horse representing King William of 
Orange. The Orange parade in this area was held at Massie 
on July 12, 1921 with the Lodges lining up in front of G . W. 
Shouldice's farm (south 1 /2 Lot 4, Con . 7) and marching 
to the Athletic field in Massie. 

The line of marchers extended from Mr. Shouldice's gate 
to Massie. Leading the parade, representing King William , 
was James Ceaser, on the white horse. The route was 
decorated for the event - an archway of flowers being 
erected on the bridge. To bring the afternoon to a close a 
meal was served in the Orange Hall and the church 
basement. 

Massie Lodge had two drummers (large and small drum) 
and a pipe player. Someone was usually hired to transport 
"the music" as it was ca lled to the place of celebration . 
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Orange Parade, Massie, July 12, 1921, LOL #1261; 
Jim Ceaser riding the while horse 

Massie L.O.L. 1261 
Degree Team Winner, ol' lnlcr County Compelilion l'JJI - 1932, Winm·r, ol' Thomson Troph~. 1930. 31. 32 

/Jack row, le/i to ril!,ht - Ceorge Howey, Conductor; (;eorge Rice, Firsl Commillee; Russell Farll-~. Firsl Leclurt•r : Lorne Crane. Counl~ Master: 
Ceorge Love, Second Leclurer; (;eorge Hanna , Marshall: William l{ice, Conduclor 
Cen tre row, leji to ril!,ht - (;eorge Shouldice, Chaplain; Arnold Ceaser, Rernrding Senl'lar:v: James Riddell, lk1rn1~· Maslt•r: John J. Malheson, 
Wor~hipful Ma,ler: Stanley orlon, Pasl Maslcr: Archihald Mustard . Treasurer: Mann•I lkwill, Financial Senl'lar~ 
1-ront row - left to ril!,h t - William Philli1>, . Tyler: T . W . Thomson. Cup l>onor: James Howt•~ . Candidale 
( OIHI\ .. ·,, ul \11 ;nid \I ". /\111111d C i:;•"··• 
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One year, celebrations were in Owen Sound and when 
going-home time came the driver, Harold Sutherland, could 
not be found . 'It was learned later that he had made a hur
ried decision to take off to Western Canada . It is a mystery 
how the drums got back to Massie but they did . 

In earlier years, Bob Ceaser, Massie storekeeper, took the 
music with his team and light wagon . 

During the early I 930' s teams from the Orange Lodges 
of Grey County competed in reciting the Orange Degree. 
Massie L.O.L. No . 1261 Degree Team was the winner in 
1931-32 and was presented with the Thomson trophy. 

Members of the team were: Worshipful Master, J.J. 
Matheson; Deputy Master , Jas Riddell; Past Master, Stanley 
Norton; Recording Secretary, Arnold Ceaser; Financial 
Secretary, Mance! Hewitt; Chaplain, Geo . W. Shouldice; 
Conductors, Geo. Howey and Wm. Rice; 1st Lecturer , 
Russell Farley; 2nd Lecturer, Geo. Love; Treasurer, Archie 
Mustard; Marshall, Geo. Hanna; 1st Committee, Geo. Rice; 
Tyler Wm. Phillips; Candidate, Jas Howey. 

BOYNE HILL ORANGE LODGE 773 
WALTER'S FALLS 

An Orange Lodge was organized in Walter's Falls in the 
very early days, and another not far out of the village on 
the 10th line, Holland Towns.hip. A new ball was built in 
the village in the 1870' s. 

The tale is told that when James Young passed through 
the village to take up his homestead in Holland Township 
a mile out of Walter's Falls, one of the proud possessions 
that he carried on his sleigh was a big drum. When he 
stopped at the Walter's mill he played several numbers at 
the request of miller Walter. The pipe and drum made stir
ring music in the woods in those early days. 

The original Orange Hall in Walter' s Falls, became un
safe and was taken down in 1982. 

In 1885 a sad drowning accident occurred in the village 
during a Twelfth of July celebration, when a youth named 
William Norton lost his life in the mill pond while swim
ming . There had been games of sport in a field close by and 
the day was particularly warm . A crowd of boys went in 
for a swim and the Norton boy went beyond his depth and 
was drowned. He was brought to the surface by divers, but 
life was extinct. This event put a damper on any further 
celebrations that day. 

J a me, IJele Kee 
J o hn Wa lter 
John Walker 
Henry Ca,wcll 
W ill iam Mclc fa nt 

Early Members 

1865 Walter's Falls - 992 
Tho ma, Wa ll er 
J a me, Kin g 
Willi a m Wa rd 
Phillir> Wa ll er 

1857 Boyne Hill - 773 
J o hn Seabrook age 25 born - Ireland 
Tho mas Quinto n 32 Ireland 
Sam uel Hanna h 33 Irela nd 
Alexander Ada ms 36 Ire land 
George McCauley 35 Ire land 
J a mes H a mill 36 Ire land 
Tho mas Yo ung 20 Irela nd 
A rthu r Philips 20 Irela nd 
Ha milto n Atcheso n 2 1 Irela nd 
J a mes Willi a mson 2 1 Ca nada 
W illiam Young 19 Ireland 
Carso n P r ice 20 Ire la nd 
J o hn Wall er 22 Canada 
Ro bert Hayes 40 Irela nd 
Alexander McCauley 19 Irela nd 
Samuel Nort o n 

One entry noted that the treasurer was to buy flour for 
the needie familys (sic). 

Also the Lodge was to pay for the dinner on the 12th of 
July at 25<!: a plate in the early 1920' s. 

The Orange Lodge . has continued through the years, 
becoming a joint lodge with the 10th Line Holland. Their 
hall, a small brick building, was replaced by a cement block 
building in 1956. Although the membership has dwindled 
they still carry on their good work. In later years the women 
of the community organized a Ladies' Lodge, and have been 
of great assistance. Their membership, too, has dwindled but 
they keep their meeting place and meet at the call of the 
officers. 

BOYNE HILL LOBA NO 1091 

On November 15th, 1944, Boyne Hill L.O.B.A. No. 1091 
was formed by Right Worshipful Grand Mistress of Ontario 
West, Sister Crockett of Hamilton who was assisted by a 
degree team from Owen Sound with Right Worshipful Sister 
Mina Jackson as Worthy Mistress. ' 

Eighteen members were initiated that evening with Sister 
Cora Howey as Worthy Mistress holding that position for 
three years. Many ladies filled that chair between 1944 and 
1980 with Sister Ann Johnston as Mistress when, due to lack 
of members and interest, the decision was made to close. 

In the early years the Lodge did grow and many new 
members were added. On July 12, 1949 over forty members 
marched in the July 12th celebrations behind their new ban
ner, winning a prize that year as well as in 1946 and 1951 . 
One prize was a silver cup from Mount Forest for " Best 
Dressed Lodge''. 

The ladies ' dress uniform consisted of white dress, cap 
and shoes, orange sash and red umbrella , worn for church 
services and celebrations, walking behind the L.O.L. ban
ner led by the pipes and drums. In 1949 the ladies proudly 
walked behind their own banner, but still walked with the 
men sharing the music and expenses over the years. 

In the growing years meetings were held in the old hall 
situated on the North West corner of Lot 5 Con. 11 E.G .R. 
and in the basement of Knox Holland United Church. On 
November 15, 1956 the ladies met for their first meeting in 
the new hall situated to the south of the old hall and church. 

225 



Many hours of hard work and planning to raise money 
towards the building fund of the new hall kept the interest 
high for several years . Three turkey suppers were held jointly 
with the L.O.L. in the church basement, feeding up to 400 
people with tickets selling fo r $1. 50 for adults, and 75 <t fo r 
those under 12 years. A variety concert followed the supper. 

Ot her money-making projects were dances in the Walter's 
Fa lls Hall with the Jr. Farmers ' orchestra, Ormsby's or
chestra and Humphrey's orchestra . The ladies made quilts 
and sold tickets, quilted quilts, held bazaars, bake sales, 
variety concerts , home Bingos, catered to weddings, farm 
sale booths, and the very popular euchre parties were held 
for years after the new building was completed and fu r
nished . Furnishings consisted o f long tables, chairs, piano , 
oil and electric stoves, buffet for dishes and silver, and 
drapes fot all windows. Later , a porch was added to the 
front of the building and toilets were installed. 

In 1954 a JO-year anniversary tea was held in the Walter 's 
Falls hall with eleven sister lodges invited. In 1959 a 15-year 
anniversary tea was held with several sister lodges and the 
men 's lodge invited. A basket o f mums was presented to 
Sister Mae Wright on the occasion of her 55th weddi ng an-

niversary. In 1969 a 25th anniversary celebration was held 
with the L.O.L. and wives in attendance. The two eldest 
ladies and five charter 25-year members were presented with 
cups and saucers. Sisters Cora Howey and Lillian Young 
cut the cake. A short program was enjoyed while a draw 
on a quilt and several smaller articles and lunch followed. 

The later ten years were very discouraging due to lack of 
interest and decreasing membership. By 1977 it was down 
to 7 active members so the decision was made to close the 
books of Boyne Hill L.O.B.A. No. 1091. 

WILLIAMSFORD LOYAL ORANGE LODGE 

There are some notes o f a Loyal Orange Lodge being 
organized in the mid 1800' s at Williamsford . Apparently 
enough interest was not shown to become incorporated even 
though a hall had been built for a meeting place on the cor
ner lot o f Centre St. and No 6 Highway. It was taken over 
and used as a school in 1859. 

When the new school was buil t in 1887 the old bui lding 
was used by Fred Boldt to store caskets. When it was no 
longer needed for that pu rpose, it was moved to a lot on 
the west side of #6 Highway in Williamsford by Mr . Boldt 
and has si nce been used as a residence. 

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

A moll W. I. I 933 
1- ron l ro w - Mr,. Carl Wheildon, Ruhy Marsh , Mrs . Elwood Mcinnis, Mrs . Jack hasl'r , Mr, . Hrucr t-:lckr & Douglas , Mrs . H:1r\'l'y c;arrell 
/Jack row - Mrs. Wilfred McKay, Vera Hridgell , Mr~. lfonald Comlwr, Ellil' Md .aughlan , c;rrlil' Mcl .aughlan , Mrs . Russell Galhrailh, Maggie 
c;arrclt, Mrs . llenry Merriam , Mrs . .lack Mclnni, , Mrs . .lim Ceaser, Orla Mcinnis, Mrs . W. (;ranl, Mr,. Ard1il' Chisholm. Mrs. Walll'r Wlll'ildon . 
Mr, . llarry Whcildon, Olivl' Murray 
( 111 1r1 1.:,\ o l I );111 .\lfd11111 , 
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ARNOTT WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
On April 22, 1925, the Arnott Branch of the Women's 

Institute was organized at the home of Mrs. J. T. Mcinnis. 
There were 17 ladies present. The fourteen ladies who joined 
the Arnott Institute were: 
Mrs. John Mcinnis - President 
Mrs·. Elwood Mcinnis - Sec. Treas . 
Mrs. Cleland Ferguson 
Miss Olive Murray 
Mrs. Jack McAvoy 
Mrs. Bob Webster 
Mrs. Henry Merriam 

Mrs . Archie McCallum 
Miss Francis Webster 
Mrs. Ben Wheildon 
Mrs. Archie Chisholm 
Mrs. Frank Wheildon 
Mrs. Jim Ceaser 
Mrs. Phil McKay 

The membership fee was 25~. By the year 1928-29 mem
bership had risen to 41. 

An engraved silver mug was presented to every new baby 
in the community. In March 1927 the Institute made an 
autographed quilt with over 800 names on it. Miss Agnes 
McPhail bought the quilt. 

In August 1930, members voted to give each new baby 
in the community a bank book containing $1.00. A gift of 
silver was presented to each member celebrating her 25th 
wedding anniversary. 

The Institute joined the Chatsworth Fall Fair in March 
1935 and entered an exhibit every year afterwards. 

The first of many enjoyable picnics planned by the Arnott 
Institute was held in Merriam's Grove on June 25, 1932. 
A booth was operated by Institute members as well as the 
organization of the races and baseball games. Prizes were 
also provided and a delicious lunch served in the Grove. Pic
nics were enjoyed at Merriam's Grove until 1936, when the 
location was moved to Mr. VanSlyke's field. 

In June 1936, a Bird Pest Drive was held. Prizes of $2.00, 
$1.00 and .50~ were given to the boy or girl from either S.S. 
# 1 or #2 School Section for getting the most starlings, hawks, 
or crows, points to be given for old birds, young birds and 
eggs. 

On May 10, 1950, the Arnott Branch celebrated its twenty
fifth anniversary. Two special guests who conducted the first 
meeting of the branch were present - Mrs. Tom Young and 
Miss Violet Carrie. 

Many interesting ways were used to raise money for 
worthy causes with euchres, quilts, concerts, roll calls 
answered by contributing a penny for the size of your waist, 
your shoe, your ankle, and by box socials and dances. 

Some of the causes that benefitted were: 
Cancer Society 
Bible Society 
Owen Sound Children's Shelter 
Tobermory Doctor's Fund 
Overseas Boxes 
Retarded Children's Fund 
House of Refuge at Markdale 
British Flood Relief 
Save the Children's Fund 
Nurses' Residence 
Institute for the Blind 
Manitoba Flood Relief 
Red Cross 

A movie projector was purchased for the Grey County 
Home at Markdale. 

The Arnott Institute took an active part in the life of S.S. 
#1 and #2 School Sections. Oranges were given at Christmas 
and concerts arranged for both sections. In 1926 hot lunches 
were served at the schools and Hallowe'en parties were ar
ranged in the Arnott Hall. 

Mrs. G. E. Mcinnis and Mrs. C. S. Weeden presenting Mrs. Richard 
Wheildon with life membership in the Women's Institute while Mrs. Not
man Garrett and Mrs. J. T. Mcinnis look on, March 14, 1956 at the Arnott 
Hall. 

During the years 1952-53 the Arnott Institute raised funds 
to assist in the renovating and opening of the Arnott Hall. 
Euchres were held along with bake sales, lucky draws, a quilt 
made and tickets sold on it, as well as donations of money. 
The Institute also assisted in furnishing the Hall with chairs, 
card tables, electric tea kettle, boiler, shingles to cover the 
exterior of the hall, etc. Most of the Institute meetings were 
held in the hall after it was renovated. 

On March 14, 1956, Mrs . Dick Wheildon and Mrs. Not
man Garrett were presented with Life Memberships by two 
charter members, Mrs. J.T. Mcinnis and Mrs. G.E. Mcinnis 
who were also life members . 

In June 1963 the Institute helped organize the Chatsworth 
Senior Citizen Club and helped with lunches until the Seniors 
were organized . 

In April, 1962, a Tweedsmuir History Book was started 
with Mrs . Amos Leno, Mrs. Cecil Weeden, Mrs. Bruce Elder 
and Mrs. Joyce Wheildon forming a committee in charge. 
In October, 1965 , a tree was purchased to be planted at the 
new Holland-Chatsworth Central School. 

The Arnott Women's Institute sponsored a very active 
Bowling Team. In April, 1962, their team won the trophy 
at the West Hill Bowling Alley in Owen Sound. Members 
of the team at that time were: Mrs. Bob Playford, Mrs . 
Bruce Elder, Mrs. Alex Wroblewski, Mrs. Lou Beattie_, Mrs. 
George Lake and the team captain, Mrs. Jack Coulter. 

The Arnott Inst itute put on several Radio programs over 
C.F.O.S., the first one in February of 1954. 

In September, 1959, they sponsored a Square Dancing 
Competition. They supported the Arnott 4H Club for many 
years. 
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During its existence the Arnott Women's Institute per
formed many beneficial acts. Times change though, and with 
so many women working outside the home and so many out
side interests, it just was not possible to carry on. On April 
12, 1967, after 42 years, a decision was made by a vote of 
9 to 5 to disband . The executive at that time were: 

President - Mrs. J .D. Ceaser 
1st. Vice President - Mrs. Geo. Lake 
2nd. Vice President - Mrs. Bud McComb 
Sec. Treas. - Mrs. Amos Leno 
District Director - Mrs. Bruce Elder 
Institute Director - Mrs. Ken McNabb 
Institute Director - Mrs. Francis Wheildon 
Institute Director - Mrs. Russell Walker 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mcinnis 
Mrs. Mcinnis organized the Holland Centre Women's Institute 

Courtesy of Mrs. Wayne Tolton 

DORNOCH WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
The Dornoch Women's Institute was organized on 

Dec. 12, 1912, by Mrs. Robert Dargavel at her home, with 
four members enrolled. By January 13, 1913, there were 
eight members and the activities of the Branch began . The 
first President was Mrs. Robert Dargavel, the Sec.-treas. was 
Mrs. A . Campbell and the district Director was Mrs. J.H. 
Parke . 

In both World Wars, all the Institute's efforts were 
diverted to war work, knitting socks, and woollen comforts. 
Gift boxes were sent to local boys and quilting was revived . 
Concerts and box socials were some of the ways funds were 
raised. In 1919 when Dornoch Latona Church built a memo
rial tower, the Women's Institute volunteered to supply the 
bell. Donations were sent to Durham Hospital and the 
Children's Shelter in Owen Sound. They also sponsored 
girls' 4H sewing clubs, boys' basketball teams and provided 
the sweaters. Picnics were organized for the four local 
schools - "Red Brick", "Separate", "Latona", and 
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"Welbeck" and prizes were given for public speaking. They 
also put first-aid kits in these schools and in 1938 had swings 
erected . 

During the 1940 to 1950 years the Institute had a mem
bership of 30 but by 1981 there were ten members. 

Some of the members from Holland Township were: Mrs. 
Alex McIntosh who was president from 1919 - 1932, Mrs. 
Duncan Seller the minister's wife, Mrs. Scottie Robertson, 
Miss Merle Robertson, Miss. Rita McIntosh and Mrs. Wil
liam Davidson who served on both branch and district level , 
and researched and compiled all the Tweedsmuir History 
of the Institute and the community as well. 

HOLLAND CENTRE WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

Holland Centre Women's Institute was organized on the 
evening of September 12, 1950 at the home of Mrs. John 
Mcinnis. 

Mrs. W.A. Davidson of Williamsford and Mrs. Alan 
McPhatter, District President of Bognor, were invited to 
organize this Branch. 

Mrs. John Mcinnis was the first president, and it was 
through her efforts this Branch was formed. 

1st. Vice President - Mrs. M. Henderson 
2nd. Vice President - Mrs. W. Buchanan 
Sec. Treasurer - Mrs. L.M. Price 
District Directors - Mrs. Thos. Shaw 

Mrs. W. Heimbecker 
Mrs. P. Telford 
Mrs. W. Cameron 

Auditors - Mrs. R. Rae 
Mrs. J. Limebeer 

The Holland Centre Institute had twenty initial members. 
Mrs. J. Mcinnis 
Mrs. W. Buchanan 
Mrs. T. Shaw 
Mrs. P. Telford 
Mrs. R. Rae 
Mrs. M . Shute 
Mrs . T . Watt 
Mrs . W . Cook 
Mrs. N. Hamilton 
Mrs. G. Hanna 

Mrs. M. Henderson 
Mrs. L. M. Price 
Mrs. W. Heimbecker 
Mrs. W. Cameron 
Mrs. J . Limebeer 
Mrs. A. Givens 
Mrs. A. R. Jackson 
Miss Doris Craven 
Mrs. J . Robson 
Mrs. Mel Hanna 

The Women's Institute in 1952 undertook, with much op
timism, the gigantic project of financing the installation of 
street lights in the village of Holland Centre. Money was 
raised through euchre parties, selling tickets on a blanket, 
Christmas cake and a turkey. They held a Bingo and the 
members of council donated prizes. 

Finally, after all these fund raising events, enough money 
was realized ($1107 .11) to install 15 lights which were turned 
on December 23, 1953 . 

A large crowd gathered in the Town Hall to celebrate the 
event. 

The campaign continued and five more street lights were 
installed at the cost of $181. 9 I in July of 1954. 

The ladies did not rest for long, and when the Communi
ty Hall was started in 1953, they were busy raising money 



for this project. The Holland Centre Institute still supports 
the Community Centre but now has a much smaller mem
bership ( 1982): 

The ladies, though few in members, still try to support 
the commu!}ity. They sponsor the 4H Homemaking Club 
and give a donation to Holland Chatsworth School for the 
most improved student. They also make donations to other 
charities. 

Thirty years of Institute work and happy memories were 
celebrated by the Holland Centre Branch in the fall of 1980. 

The President, Mrs . Ron Turnbull, welcomed about sixty 
guests including Mrs . Myrtle Callahan, President of Grey 
Centre District, and Mrs . Jean Anderson of the Board of 
Directors and Zion Institute. 

Mrs. Walter Harpley, curator of the Holland Centre 
Branch, gave a history of the Branch. 

A beautiful anniversary cake was made and decorated in 
Institute colours by Mrs . Frank Ireton. The grandaughter 
of the first President, Mrs. Wayne Tolton, cut the cake. 

Mrs. Wallace Cameron, daughter of Mrs. M. Henderson, 
charter member, and Mrs. William Buchanan, also a charter 
member, poured tea from silver tea services. 

The Holland Centre Institute in the coming years will con
tinue to support community projects as the early members 
did. 

Largely because of efforts of the early founders, Holland 
Centre has a good Community Centre and a well-lighted 
village. 

Mrs. M. Henderson held office in the Grey North District 
Women's Institute. 

MASSIE WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
On July 14, 1903, at a meeting in the Temperance Hall 

at Massie, the first branch of Massie Women's Institute was 
organized with Mrs. Eliza Taylor, President, and Mrs. 
Daniel (Martha) Taylor 1 st Vice-President. Secretary
Treasurer was Violet Carrie, an office she held for several 
years. This organization was active until 1907, when it was 
disbanded, Mrs . Jas. Howey being President at that time. 

It was re-organized at a meeting in the Orange Hall on 
July 15, 1920 by Mrs. W.T. Moffatt, Bognor, President of 
North Grey District and Mrs. B.J. Long, Meaford, District 
Secretary-Treasurer. The first President was Mrs. J .J. 
Matheson and Miss Violet Carrie, Secretary-Treasurer. It 
was decided to meet the first Thursday of the month and 
the collection was to be one cent per member. In I 924 this 
was changed to five cents per member. 

Over the years, the Institute has been involved in many 
com munity projects . 

In 1920 a committee with members from Inst itutes at 
Mass ie, Bognor, Strathaven and Walter' s Falls was formed 
to assist with maintenance and improvements at McLean' s 
Cemetery. Mrs. Alexander McPherson represented Massie 

Institute. In October, 1922, eight bales of good used clothing 
were shipped to Northern Ontario to assist people who had 
lost everything in forest fires. In 1925 the Branch had fifty
three members and nine associate members, a daughter of 
a Women's Institute member being known as an associate 
member. In 1928 a library was begun with Myrtle McKes
sock as librarian. At that time a government grant of three 
dollars was received annually and it was used to buy books . 
Minutes of these years report that members were entertained 
with "Victrola music." 

In 1928 the branch joined with others in the District to 
furnish a ward in the new wing of the General and Marine 
Hospital, Owen Sound. This project was completed in 1929 
at a cost of $275.00. In 1949 Mrs. W.M. Morrow was named 
to a committee which was responsible for the upkeep of this 
ward. After the ward was fully equipped it was decided that 
each branch pay fifty cents annually towards the upkeep . 
This was raised to one dollar per year in 1949. In 1955 Mrs. 
Morrow was still a member. The project was discontinued 
in 1967. 

From 1939 - 1945 Massie Women's Institute was kept busy 
with Red Cross work - raising money, packing boxes for 
community boys in the service (overseas and in Canada) and 
quilting. The Branch averaged almost one completed quilt 
per month . In November, 1941, to raise money for Red 
Cross work, a euchre, crokinole party and dance was held 
with admission being ten cents, and lunch of hot dogs and 
coffee - ten cents. 

In May, 1948, a motion was made that a book be pur
chased for three dollars for the purpose of compiling a 
history of our community. First mention of this book (the 
Tweedsmuir History) was February, 1950, and the first 
Scrap Book was begun in 1951. 

In 1956 Massie hosted the District Annual with dinner be
ing one dollar per plate. In 1967 Massie again hosted District 
Annual, and everyone was asked to dress in Centennial 
costume. 

On June 21, 1956, Mrs . Alice Berry, OBE Australia, 
President of the A.C.W.W., visited Grey North, the meeting 
being held in Knox Church, Owen Sound with over one 
thousand in attendance. Mrs . W.M. Morrow, Massie, 1st 
Vice-President of the District was a member of the commit
tee planning the event and Mrs . John Norton, Massie, also 
a District Vice-President was on the welcoming committee. 
Mrs. Berry's address was entitled "The Cock Croweth but 
the Hen Delivereth the Goods". Guest soloist was Gilbert 
Howey of Massie who sang "The Farmer's Pride", "The 
Little Irish Girl" and "Waltzing Matilda." He was accom
panied by his sister, Mrs. Jarvis Smith. 

Jn I 964 volunteers began to assist in staffing the canteen at 
McKinnon Phillips Hospital. This is sti ll done. In 1966 the 
Institute sponsored a successful re-union of U .S.S. No . 11, 
Holland & Sydenham. In March 1976 a Family Night was 
held when seven ladies - Mrs. Clarence McLean, Mrs. Ar
nold Ceaser, Mrs. W. George Sutherland, Mrs. George Rice, 
Marion Mart in , Mrs. Robert Purvis, and Mrs. Clarence 
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Holland Centre Women 's Institute (circa) 1951 
Back roiv - Dolly Cameron , Olga Rae 
Jrd roiv - Bea Erwin, Mabel Telford, Alma Shute, Josie Robson, Mildred Mcinnis 
211d roiv - Irene Hanna, Delphine Taylor, Ida Heimbecker, Olive Erwin, Mildred Kenefick, Della Craven 
1st row - Margaret McCurry, Florence Givens, Mabel Henderson, Jean Givens 
Courie ... ~ of Jran GiH~n, 
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Women's Institute Holland Centre 1980 Thirtieth Anniversary 
Left to ri~ht - Vera Turnbull. llelen llarple} , Brenda Tollon, Edna Brodie, Evelyn Callahan. Mahl'I Seim, Helm Whitm·~. J ea n Ireton. Rl•ta Stevens 
C 011r11:,) ol lkk11 \\ /1111K', 



McPherson, who had been members for thirty-five years or 
more, were presented with F .W .l.C. pins . 

Special anniversaries have been celebrated through the 
years: the 25th in the church; the 35th at Mrs. Frank 
Howey's wh_en four ladies - Mrs. Howey, Mrs. William 
Rice, Mrs. Harvey Taylor and Mrs. Stanley Norton - were 
presented with Life Memberships; the 40th at Mrs. J. Vlie
lander's home; the 50th in the church; and the 60th, June 
1980, at Mrs. Clifford Campbell's home, Silverstone Farm. 
At this anniversary the only charter member and a Life 
Member, Mrs. Stanley Norton, 88 years old, cut the anniver
sary cake. 

The Institute has always been involved in community ac
tivities. It has sponsored 4H Homemaking Clubs since the 
fall of 1956, the first one being "Sleeping Garments" led 
by Mrs. Arnold Ceaser and Mrs . Gordon Cook. Sunshine 
work consists of remembering the sick and the shut-ins. 
Short courses are sponsored, outings planned, group 
displays set up at Chatsworth Fair, and donations made to 
various causes . Participation Lodge has been supported by 
donations and the making of quilts for the quilt auction. 

Several members have held the office of District Presi
dent for Grey North : Miss Violet Carrie, 1926 and 1927, 
Mrs. John C. Norton 1961 and 1962, Mrs . Carman Hamill 
1969 and 1970; Mrs. James Mustard 1978 and 1979. Mrs . 
James Taylor was District Secretary-Treasurer from 1966 
- 1971. Mrs . Hamill served a term as County Chairman in 
1978 - 1979 and also held the office of treasurer of the Grey
Bruce area 1970 - 1976. 

For 1982 the President of Massie branch is Mrs . Harold 
Martin with Mrs . James Taylor Secretary-Treasurer. 

Presidents through the years have been : Mrs. J .J. 
Matheson, Miss Mary Rice, Mrs. William Sutherland, Mrs. 
John J. Rankin, Miss Violet Carrie, Mrs. George Shouldice, 
Mrs. John Goldsmith, Mrs. Richard J. Farley, Mrs. William 
Rice, Mrs . William Cook, Mrs. Lorne Goldsmith, Mrs. 
Clarence McPherson, Mrs. William Morrow, Mrs. W. 
George Sutherland, Mrs. Clarence McLean, Mrs. John Nor
ton, Mrs. Norman McKessock, Mrs. Gordon Lang, Mrs. 
Harold Martin, Mrs. Carman Hamill, Mrs. James Taylor, 
Mrs. James Mustard, Mrs. Robert McKessock, and Mrs. 
Harold McKibbon. Some have held office for several terms . 

Presidents attending Women's Institute 50th Anniversary, June 4, 1970 
Fron/ ro w, left to ri;:ht - Mrs. James Taylor , Mrs. R. J. Farley, Mrs. John Norlon, Mrs. J. Muslard, Mrs. Geori:c Shouldice , Mrs. Harold Marlin 
Back row, left to right - Mrs. C. McPherson, Mrs. John Golcm, Mrs. Rohl. McKessock, Mrs . W. Geo. Sulherland , Mrs. Clarence McLean 
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MOGGIE WOME ' I STITUTE 

• 

In 19S1 Moggie ' rhool reunion was organized b) lhc Moggie Women 's lnslilule, lhe members from lefl lo righl arc: 
Front row - Mrs. Geo. Woods, Mrs. James Beirnes, Mrs. J. Lauber, Mrs. A. lorey, Mrs. M. ' pencer 
Back row - Mrs. A. Roulenburg, Mrs. W. Bcirnes, Miss J . McIntosh, Mrs. Joe Beirnes, Mrs. D. Cook, Mrs. W. Sutcliffe, Mrs. J. Roulenburg, 
Mrs. M. McNeil, Mrs. C. Winwood, Mrs. John Biernes, Mrs. M. Kirklown 
( our11:,, ol Mund Wcxxh 

The Moggie Women's Institute was organized in Feb., 
1948, at the home of Mrs. James Beirnes by Mrs. William 
Davidson. The first elected officers were: President - Mrs. 
James Beirnes, Vice-President - Miss Jes ie McIntosh, 2nd 
Vice-President - Mrs. Adolph Routenburg, Secretary
Treasurer - Mrs. John Lauber. 

The highlight of the Institute was the organizing of the 
Moggie School Reunion in June 1951 when 400 former 
teacher , pupil and friends attended to observe an anniver
sary of the school. 

The member were very active in helping families when 
sickness or death occurred in the community . Quilts were 
made and donated to fire victim . Donations were made to 
the Cancer Fund and the Salvation Army. 

Folding chairs were bought and used in the Community 
for meetings and social function . Cups and silverware were 
also purchased and donated to the Williamsford Hall when 
the Institute disbanded. 

TRA THA VE WOME 'S I STITUTE 

May 31, 1916 was an important day in the hamlet of 
Strathaven and surrounding country. A meeting was in pro
gre s in the Foresters' Hall, which was destined to have an 
important bearing on the live of the women and girls of 
the community. Mrs. William McKibbon had been agitating 
for some time to have a branch of the Women's In titute 
organized so that the women of the community might have 
a common meeting ground to relieve the monotony of rural 
life. The Strathaven location would be in Centre Grey 

District. 

The District Women's Institute executive at that time was: 
President - Mrs . Walter Buchanan , Ravenna, Vice
President - Mrs . A.E. Myles, Kimberley , and Secretary
Treasurer - Mrs. B.A. Carruther , Kimberley. It wa a long 
drive for them but they came and duly organized Strathaven 
Branch of Centre Grey District. There mu t have been nearly 
thirty women and girls present making a large member hip. 

The Great ar was on in France; some uch organiza
tion was needed to have charge of knitting, sewing, sending 
boxes to boys over eas etc., and making money to buy yarn, 
cloth and other nece sities . It was a trenuou effort and 
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the W. I. member did their share. At one time funds on 
hand amounted to over four hundred dollars in the bank, 
some of this being donated by neighbouring school children. 
It did not last long as money ju t seemed to melt in those 
times. The branch has advanced since those times. Great 
credit is due the first President, Mrs. W. McKibbon, for her 
interest in her community, and the Strathaven Women's In
stitute is a living monument to her executive ability and 

perseverance . 

The President of that first Institute was Mrs. William 
McKibbon, with Miss Violet Carrie as Secretary. Three 
ladie from Mas ie, Violet Carrie, Mrs . John Goldsmith and 
Mrs. Robert Ceaser were members until the Massie Branch 
wa re-organized in 1920. 

This branch was quite active in Institute work during the 
following year . During that time it wa changed to North 
Grey Di trict and one of the members, Mrs. John Ander on, 
erved a term as District President, 1936 and 1937. 

After war broke out in 1939, the ladie became involved 
in war work with the Red Cro Society which they con
tinued for everal years. The In titute di banded in 1940. 



WALTER'S FALLS WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

The Walter 's Falls Women's Institute was first organized 
in 1904. It was unable to carry on at this time, and disbanded 
shortly afterwards. 

It was reorganized again on January II , 1908, and has been 
an active organization ever since. The secretaries' minutes 
are on record from 1910 to the present time (1982) . 

There was a large membership of ladies from the four sur
rounding townships. Mrs. R. Olmstead was the first presi
dent and Irene Sutherland (Mrs. Hugh Menary) was the first 
secretary-treasurer. 

The motto of the Women's Institute is "For Home and 
Country". The Walter's Falls branch has been very active 
in both areas. One of their accomplishments was buying the 
hall for the community. 

In 1883 the Canadian Order of Oddfellows instituted a 
lodge, and through the enterprise of its members a large hall 
was built. In 1889 the hall was finished. 

The C.O.O.F . Lodge later dissolved and the very pro
gressive Women' s Institute bought the hall from the lodge 
in 1917 for the sum of $550. They raised the money by can
vassing for subscriptions and by other efforts. The hall was 
deeded to a board of trustees. 

In 1958 the deed was legally transferred to Holland 
Township and the hall became the Community Centre, 
known as Walter's Falls Community Centre. 

Mrs. Alfred Ward was instrumental in writing the first 
history of the village. The Institute members kept the history 
up to date, including Mrs. Erling Marshall who recorded it 
for twenty years. Since Mrs . Marshall's retirement the In
stitute members have again taken over, and have a written 
history up to date . 

In 1924 in a province-wide competition on "Excellence 
in Programs" the Walter's Falls' branch of the W .I. won 
first prize. The prize was a leather brief case donated by the 
T. Eaton Company. This brief case is still in use today, by 
the Secretary-Treasurer. 

The members were very active during the two world wars . 
They knitted, sewed, and helped in numerous ways to com
fort the soldiers. The Women's Institute helped Grey County 
to buy an ambulance for the soldiers in the 19 I 4-18 war. 

In 1932 the Department of Agriculture held a short course 
for men and women on phases of farm work and domestic 
science. This course was well attended and lasted four weeks. 
The Institute was involved also in this project. 

In 1952 when Walter's Falls celebrated its 100th anniver
sary the Women's Institute sponsored a play " Betty the Girl 
of my Heart." This play was presented by a group of In
stitute members and others in the community and netted the 
Women's Institute over $300 bei ng presented 16 times. 

The W. I. was instrumental in getting the street lights in 
the vi llage, and also free dialing for the village and sur
rounding district from Bell Telephone Company. 

Mrs. Rich Henry Olmstead, first known President of Women's Institute , 
Walters Falls 
Courtesy o r M . Quini on 

In 1958 the Women's Institute celebrated its 50th anniver
sary with an afternoon tea for former members and neigh
bouring branches. This was well attended and a highlight 
of the local branch . 

Walter's Falls' branch is proud to report that several 
members from the local branch have stepped up to higher 
levels of the organization. The late Mrs. Donald Carmichael 
was named President of Grey County Women's Institute, 
Mrs . Morris Rennie is Secretary-Treasurer of Grey County 
Women's Institute as well as the area Public Relations Of
ficer for six years and has served her term as District 
President. 

WILLIAMSFORD WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
The organizational meeting of the Williams ford Women's 

Institute was held at the home of Mrs. Louis Privat on 
January 2, 1906. The first President was Mrs. Wm. McMit
chell, Secretary-Treasurer - Mrs. Becker. Miss Duncan was 
in charge of the meeting. 

The Institute sparked a lot of community interest and by 
1936-37 the membership had grown to 38 members. Mrs. 
Alex McClure was the first member to receive a life member
ship which was presented to her on October 8, 1949. Other 
life members were Mrs. A .E. Elliot, June 5, 1957, Mrs. 
Lloyd Kuglin, Mrs. Notman Garrett, Mrs. Martin McNeil, 
Miss Jessie McIntosh in 1973-74, Mrs . Ceci l Weeden and 
Mrs. R.J . Fee in April 1976. Eligible in 1982-83 are Mrs . 
Gordon Dyer, Mrs. William Glasser and Mrs. Arthur Miller. 
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The aim of the Institute wa to help where help wa 
needed . In those years the Children's Aid Society benefit 
ted from contributions. An organ was placed in a church, 
and later a piano. Six hundred dollars was given to the com
munity hall. Good valued at $400 were sent to the North
ern Ontario fire victims. The In titute helped to support a 
Japane e refugee girl, 4H clubs were spon ored. The first 
Santa Claus parade was organized by the Institute. 

pecial feature in J 943 wa a resolution presented to 
the Department of Welfare of Ontario recommending a 
grant for a monthly allowance to handicapped people which 
reached Parliament, was shelved, and later put into effect. 

A $1000 donation, through the legacy of Mr. and Mr . 
Ephriam Krause, sparked the Williamsford Community 
Light Project. With the help of the community, more than 
$4000 was raised to purcha e 26 lights along Highway 6 
through the vi llage and the ide treets. 

The Institute upported Hallowe'en parties for the 
children of the community, encouraged and sponsored the 
T.B. surveys and, in 1941 , helped purchase a mobile home. 
The membership entertained the patients at the Grey County 
Home, Markdale as well. 

All community World War I Red Cross work was in the 
care of the branch . During World War II a flag and framed 
Honour Roll, written in Old English print by a local veteran, 
Bazil Kuglin, was placed in the hall and now is in the com
munity club hall. Among those who served oversea in 
World War II were Orpha Tressler (Krause) and Miss Min
nie Miller who served as nursing sisters. 

On June 8, 1956, the Institute celebrated its 50th anniver
sary and on June 21, 1981, they celebrated their 75th an-

niversary . Women ' Institute programmes call for special 
speakers, demonstrations and lectures, and use roll calls that 
fit the topic of the month. 

Today quilts are made and sold at the Split Rail 
Festival. Proceed from their sale are given to Participation 
Lodge and to the Sunshine Home in Kitchener . 

Ilorm 11f 'llpplicatio11 for J{d111i · ion. 
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75th Anniversary of Williamsford Women's Institute celebrated June 1981 
l ,e,/1 lo ril!hl, wuled - Mrs. Irene l>insmon· , Mrs . Thelma Kuglin, Mrs. l>ough1s Mimms and Mrs . Murray Duve)' 
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S1undinl! - Mr,. John Fee, Mr, . (;ordon Dyer, Mn, . ('lifford Mc('omh , Mn, . ( 'el'il Weeden, Mn, . Arlhur Wel0dl0 n, Mrs. Marfin Ml·Neil. Mrs. 
William c;1a,~er. 
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In 197 4 a group of Lutheran families purchased a large 
tract of land on Robson's Lake, for the purpose of estab
lishing a private family camp. Because of the size of the pro
perty, and in view of the charitable nature of the company 
they formed, they began to ask whether there was some 
benevolent purpose for which the property could be used. 
At the same time, the Ontario Federation of the Cerebral 
Palsied, (O.F.C.P) was looking for land on which it could 
develop a camp suitable for the needs of severely physically 
disabled young adults. None of the existing camps was pro
perly equipped and staffed to accommodate the severely 
disabled. 

The Luther Ranch group donated twenty-five acres, to 
the Lodge with five hundred feet of frontage on the township 
road. Participation Lodge will serve disabled persons from 
across the province. 

It will be integrated with the remaining parcel of land 
making a total of 340 acres of fami ly camp grounds over
looking the scenic Robson Lakes. The families at this Recre
ational Centre have demonstrated their willingness to share 
their time, activities and facilities with the disabled. The 
facility is unique because it provides an opportunity for 
family vacations. The disabled member can stay at the 
Lodge, whi le the rest of the fami ly may camp within the 
complex. 

Sidewalks, wide doors, accessible washrooms and recre
ational facilities such as a mini-putt course which can be 
played from a wheel chair will be available to the guests of 
Participation Lodge. Because of the level of care which may 
be required, the Lodge itself wi ll be a substantial building. 
The design of the structure will be motel-like, with numer
ous parking areas where electrically powered wheel chairs 
can be recharged . 

The sod turning took place October 9, 1980; the actual 
building started some time later in phase one. (It is to be 
done in 3 phases.) The bui ld ing 's unique feature is its loca-

- - ---- --~ ~ ~,~~·, 'J\•~ ·'1 .. -' , 

tion in the side of a hill, with substantial portions being in
ground. Aesthetically, it will blend in with the rustic sur
rounding terrain. The in-ground feature will yield signifi
cant economies because: 

1. The prevailing westerlies will blow over the top of 
the building . 

2. Landscaping on the roof will provide insulation. 

3. On the portions of the walls that will be in-ground, 
no expensive exterior finishes will be required . 

4. Heat loss on these walls will be as close to zero as 
possible. 

5. The depth of the footings will be greatly reduced 
since the floor is already below frost levels. 

6. Air conditioning will not be required. 

Meanwhile, the inground feature is not at the expense of 
the occupants' view or the availability of natural light. All 
the people's places, bedrooms, common recreation rooms, 
dining room, involvement centre etc. have expansive win
dows to the south-east, overlooking beautiful scenery. 

A Grand Opening of the first phase took place on June 
12, 1982. 
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Massie United Church Softball Team 1926 
Back row, /ejl lo righl - Howard Graham, ------, Albert Rice, Raymond 
Kirk , Alex McKessock, George Mclaughlan, Charles Kirk 
Fron/ row, /ejl lo righl - Mae Kirk, Mabel Sutherland, Crissie Sutherland, 
Evelyn Shouldice, Isabelle McPherson, Gladys Wilson 
Courtc..,y or Mtl',.,it.: Twcc<l,muir Hi..,1ory 

Jim Wheildon playing his fiddle 
Courtesy of Fred Claridge 



The Path that Led to Leisure 

THE ARNOTT QUARTETTE 

In May, 1954, the Arnott Quartette made its de but. Four 
ladies got together to sing in harmony and to enjoy them
selves. They were Esther McNabb, Eunice Leno, Anne 
McComb, and Frankie Campbell . Mrs. Louis Kiff was 
pianist. They soon became popular and their music was an 
addition to many functions such as church services, garden 
parties and concerts. 

In 1956, Frankie Campbell was unable to continue in the 
quartette and Edna Wheildon took her place. The group 
continued their practices in the Arnott Hall. 

A few highlights of their endeavours were singing at the 
dedication of the Nellie McClung Memorial Cairn on June 8, 
1957 under the auspices of the Grey County Women's In
stitute, singing at The Federation of Agriculture Worship 
Service in Elmwood in August 1957, and at the Women' s 
Institute County Rally held in Holland Centre in June, I 961. 
Elaine Leno later became pianist for the group. 

Due to pressure of work and the lack of practice time, 
the group eventually disbanded. 

ARNOTT COMMUNITY PICNIC 
WAS SUCCESS 

(Taken from the "Chatsworth News" July 4, 1928) 

CHATSWORTH, July 4 - A splendid crowd attended 
the annual Arnott community picnic in Merriam's Grove 
on Saturday, June 30. The young people were quite en
thusiastic in the races and afforded much fun for the older 
folk; the men enjoyed the horse-shoe pitching tournament. 
As usual the booth, in the very capable hands of the ener
getic president and secretary, did a flourishing business. The 
supper was all that one could wish for such an event, and 
the soft ball game of "pick-up sides" by the men provided 
plenty of fun for those looking on. The Institute wish to 
thank those who assisted in making this picnic such a suc
cess, and especially do they appreciate the kindness of Mr. 
and Mrs. Merriam for the use of their home and also the 
Grove . 
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The following list is of the winners of the different events: 
20-yard dash 
- 6 years and under: 

Girls - Phyllis Wheildon, Isobel McKay; 
Boys - Maurice Palmer 

- 6 years to 8 years: 
Girls - Jean Irwin; 
Boys - Gray Gardiner, Bert Mcinnis, Kenneth Fleming 

- 8 years to 10 years: 
Girls - Gertie McLaughlin, Edna Ceaser, Ida Irwin; 
Boys - Murray McKay, Melvin Harnack, 

Reuben Unwin 
lO years to 12 years: 

Girls - Margaret Gordon, Eva Ceaser; 
Boys - Jack McKay, Jack Shute, Elkin Ceaser 

12 to 15 years: 
Girls - Dorothy Gordon, Gertie Gardiner; 
Boys - Alex McEwen, Elkin Ceaser, Jack Shute 
Young Ladies - Eva Wheildon, Violet Gardiner, 

Muriel Cromar; 
Young Men - Walter Wheildon, Jack Cromar, 

Hugh Unwin 
Married Ladies - Mrs. McKay, Mrs. Ross, 

Mrs. Givens; 
Married Men- H. Wheildon, W. McKay, F. Wheildon 

Girls three-legged race: 
l. Gertie Gardiner and Gertie McLaughlin; 
2. Margaret Cameron and Muriel Cromar; 
3. Eva Wheildon and Mary Moore 

Boys three-legged race: 
l. Vernie Edmunds and Jack McKay; 
2. Alex McEwen and Murray McKay; 
3. Jack Shute and Elkin Ceaser 

Clothes-pin race: 
Little girls - Joy Hanna, Jean Irwin, Ida Irwin; 
Little boys - Bert Mcinnis, J .D. Ceaser, Gray Gardiner 

Coat Race: 
l. Elkin Ceaser and Bernice Collins; 
2. Alex McEwen and Muriel Cromar; 
3. Clifford McComb and Mary Moore 

Sand Bag: 
Married ladies won from single ladies 

Horse-shoe pitching: 
l. Walter Wheildon and Harold Edmunds; 
2. John Mcinnis and William Irwin. 

ARNOTT SOFTBALL TEAM 

Arnott Softball Team 
Back row - Dean <.:amphell, Earl McKay, Murray McKay , Jack Norton, Gray (;ardiner, Lloyd Kirk , Jack McKay, Waller Wheildon, manager 
Fron/ row - Dave Anderson, Mike Wheildon, Bud Mc<.:omh, Jim Whcildon, Jim Anderson 
( rn ir11.:,y o l Mr,. Plul M1.: Ka y 
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The Arnott Softball team was one of the best in the pro
vince. Formed ~round 1935 the original team members were: 
Jim McKessock, Earl McKay, Murray McKay, catcher; 
Lloyd Norton, Jack Norton, Harvey Mcinnis, Jim Ander
son, Don Bleich, Mike Wheildon, Jim Wheildon, Bud 
McComb, Jack McComb, Dave Anderson, Bill Anderson, 
Elgin McKechnie, Lloyd Kirk, pitcher; Merv Moore, pinch 
batter; Art Hardman, Dean Campbell. Manager was Walter 
Wheildon, Coach Argyle Campbell and mascot Reuben 
Unwin. 

Arnott team played in the Holland Township Softball 
loop that consisted of teams from Walter's Falls, Holland 
Centre, Markdale, Moggie, and Arnott. The home games 
were played in the field adjacent to the Arnott store on #10 
Highway, now the property of Mrs. Dawn Blackman. 

Lloyd Kirk was the regular pitcher and in the Ontario 
Rural Softball Association playdowns against Bervie in 1938, 
Lloyd pitched 28 games, losing only 2. He was also the 
leading strike- out pitcher in the league. 

In the same year Bud McComb made his debut as a 
pitcher and in the final game against Markdale hurled 
brilliant ball enabling Arnott to def~at Markdale for the title. 
He struck out 22 Markdale players in 12 innings although 
this was only his second game on the mound. Bud went on 

to pitch ball for several years and was the best softball 
pitcher in the area, later playing for Chatsworth and Wil
liamsford teams. 

Mike Wheildon was an all round good ball player - bat
ter, shortstop and runner. He later played for Chatsworth. 

Walter Wheildon was an enthusiastic coach and a staunch 
supporter of his team. 

The Arnott team won the O.R.S.F. three times against 
Bervie, Schomberg, and Amherstburg. 

The Arnott Softball Club not only played ball well but 
did community work as well. They cooperated with the 
Women's Institute in remodelling and refurnishing the Ar
nott Hall which is still standing today. Fund raising was ac
complished by holding dances, one of which was an open 
air dance held on a wooden platform on the ball diamond. 
The dance floor was rented from the Roman Catholic 
Church in Chatsworth. They also held a "Woodcutter's 
Ball", raffles, and ticket draws. Local talent provided music 
for the dances . 

Over the years other young men played on this team but 
gradually Chatsworth took over as the place to play and the 
Arnott team folded. 

Berkeley Girls Soflhall Team 1982 
l)ougals (;urry (coach), Karen (;rawford, Cindy Smilh, Toh) Wilkn. Sut.i Yelle. Auila llarlle) . Honnie V:111ghan, Kell)· Heaumonl. Julie Smilh . 
. Julie Torr}, Ja)la Laq , Shcllc) Curr), Ruh) Smilh 
( OllrlL'\\ 11! \l ~ir~t.l.di.: '11.111d,11tl 
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BERKELEY COMMUNITY 
PLAYGROUND 

The playground was opened on May 9, 1972, after 8-year
old Wendy Tebbutt was killed by a car on the road . It is 
on the property of Bruce Keill Jr. who leases it for $5.00 
a year. The first committee was John McCann, Angus and 
Bertha Fitzsimmons and Stewart Ireton. Swings and slides 
were installed and a ball screen. Ball teams for boys 8-14 
and girls 8-16 were organized . There is a ball tournament 

and corn roast every year. There was a fireworks display 
the first eight years. Money is raised by 50 - 50 draws, walk
a-thons, donations and garage sales. 

The present committee is : Pres. - Mrs . Jas Witten, Vice
Pres. - Mrs . Jack Sowerby, Mrs. B. Thompson is the 
Secretary and Mrs. R. Illman treasurer. 

In years gone by, Berkeley had a men's ball team. The 
team played ball behind the mill yard and also where the 
hydro station is on No. 10 Highway. They played football 
in a field where Douglas Stoddart's home is located . 

Champion Ball Team, Berkeley 1937 
Back row - Victor Ward , Arnold Bowler, Howard David , Ted Gilpin 
Fron! row - Bert Adams, Buck Singleton, James Mittell, C lare Boales, Charles Rowe, Norman Genoe 
Missing - Steven Keventis, Archie McCauley 
<..ourtc'>y of M r\. C hark .., Rm ,·c 

MASSIE SPORTS 
Massie Athletic Field or Park is located on the south-west 

section of Lot Three, Concession Seven and consists of three 
acres more or less . An indenture creating this park is dated 
June 29, 1912, the land being purchased from Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Taylor for the sum of $ I 05 .00. It states that an 
athletic field has become requisite and necessary for the ac
commodation of the young people in the neighbourhood of 
the village of Massie in the township of Holland. The 
trustees named were: Frank Howey, John A. Kirk and 
Robert Ceaser, who were responsib le for the care and main
tenance of the property . Records are not complete, but in 
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1942 the trustees were: A. Clarence McPherson, George W. 
Shouldice and George Carrie . 

No records are available until 1977 when the Society was 
revived with A. Clarence McPherson, Harold McKibbon 
and Glen Martin being named trustees . The Board then 
became known as the Massie Athletic Society. A Canada 
Works grant enabled the Society to hire men to fence and 
upgrade the grounds. Mrs. James Tribble accepted the posi
tion of bookkeeper for this project. 

Much work was done but the grant did not cover materials 
needed, so a successful Walkathon was held . Since that time 
the Massie Athletic Society has amalgamated with the Massie 



Massie Football Team, 1915 
Back row, lef110 righ1 - J. N. Perdue, Honorary Presidenl ; George Rice, Spare; H. Thompson , Goal; John Malheson , Treasurer; William Rice, Spare 
Cenrre row, lef1 10 righl - William Cook, Oulside left ; Thomas Levens, Coach ; William Laird, Right back; John McLean, Centre half; George 
Love, Left back; Robert Ceaser, President ; Dan McLeod , Left Half 
From row, lef1 10 righ1 - Maurice Howey, Outside right ; Allan McLean , Inside Right ; Albert Benson, Captain; Mancel Hewitt , Inside Left; Donald 
McLean, Outside Left 
Couri e\} of Mr . and Mr,. J . Taylor 

Community Centre Board which is responsible for the Com
munity Centre (originally the school). During the past three 
years, the Junior Farmers have done work on the park . 

Through the years it has been used for various activities. 
The school children played there when the school across the 
road was in use. Twelfth of July celebrations have been held 
there, as have field days and other sporting activities. 

In the late 1800's and early part of this century Massie 
had a very active football team . Many times they played at 
Garden Parties or local Field Days . Massie hosted several 
field days in the park and the games were played during the 
afternoon with a picnic supper served and the winners play
ing the winners in the evening. Teams participating at 
various times were: Massie, Bognor, Balaclava, Cape 
Croker, Annan, Hoath Head, Owen Sound and other com
munities. During the afternoon and evening, music was pro
vided by a band on the bandstand on the westerly side of 
the grounds. Football was revived for a few years during 
the thirties. 

Basketball was a favourite sport with the girls around 
1915-17. Friendly rivalry existed among the girls on teams 
from Massie, Holland Centre, Arnott, Strathaven, and 
Chatsworth. They often played at Garden Parties. Some of 
the Massie players were: Myrtle Matheson, Vera Howey, 
Isabel McKessock, Jessie McKessock, Vera Perdue, Elva 
Perdue, Mabel Hamill, Ethel Hamill, Vilette Hewitt and 
Charlotte Rice . 

In the 1920's Massie Girls' Softball team played at Garden 
Parties, Field Days, Fall Fairs etc. Everyone enjoyed the 
good times. Games were played at Massie, Holland Cen
tre, Walter's Falls, St. Mark's, Williamsford, Annan, 
Strathaven, Markdale, Flesherton, Owen Sound, Bognor 
and Chatsworth. When playing at Garden Parties the gi rls 
were given free suppers (and in those days this was really 
something), and a sum of money. At Field Day tournaments 
the prize was usually a sum of money. The money was used 
to pay for bats, balls and transportation. The girls often rode 
in Robert Ceaser's truck, using chairs from the Sunday 

241 



School for seats. The young men of the community were 
quite willing to drive the girls to some of the games, especial
ly to the Garden Parties. The girls supplied their own 
uniform (roomy blue serge bloomers and white middies with 
blue collar and cuffs). Campbell Clark, manager of the Bank 
of Montreal in Chatsworth, drove to Massie several even
ings a week to coach the team assisted by Harvey Bole. They 
attended most of the games. In 1925 the players were Evelyn 
Shouldice, Isabelle McPherson, Laura Shouldice, Myrtle 
McKessock, Beulah Wilson, Mary Taylor, Crissie Suther
land, Mabel Sutherland, and Annie McLean. 

STRA THA VEN SOCCER 
AND BASKETBALL REUNION 

Strathaven soccer and basketball players and their families 
attended a first reunion at Strathaven Memorial Park on 
Labour Day 1954. Sponsored by the teams of 1918 - 1925, 

the reunion was held for members of all teams from I 918 
to the present. A total of 150 registered. 

The afternoon's program consisted of a soccer game, a 
horse-shoe pitching contest and games for all ages conducted 
by Mrs. Stewart Howey and Mrs . Norman Dixon. Follow
ing a meal in the church basement, prizes were awarded to 
Mrs. Edward McKibbon, the oldest basketball player pre
sent, and James Mustard, the oldest soccer player present. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Murray received prizes for the oldest 
man and woman in attendance and Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Howey and daughter Karen for the family who came the 
greatest distance to attend the reunion. Mrs. Harold Dixon 
won the prize for guessing the number of jelly beans in a jar. 

Two minutes silence was observed in memory of the team
mates no longer living. 

Those attending came from Windsor, Hamilton, In
glewood, Chesley, Meaford, Markdale and Owen Sound. 

Strathaven Basketball Team, 1921 
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Hack row, /eji to ri1:hl - Emma Ucnnison, Cora Sulherland, Jessie Muslard, Sarah Morrison, Margarel Ml·Kibbon 
Fron/ ro w - lsahel Muslard, Myrtle McKcssock, Florence Morrison 
< 111 1nc,) ol lohn Kam.t!!C ~111l.l lrcm: I 1;11111;1 



Strathaven Football Team, circa 1921 
Back row, left to right - Norman Dixon, Will Henry, Carson McKessock, Jim Mustard, Mac Mustard 
Centre row - Jno. Ramage, Lou Mustard 
Front row - Stewart Howey, Gordon Carmichael, Edward McKibbon. Melvin Howey, Leroy Sutherland 
Court e,;y o f Jno. Ramage, D . Still 

SPORTS AT WALTER'S FALLS 

A game that was very much in vogue was the English game 
of Cricket and many good games were played on the flats 
above the Walter's Falls mill yard. Some of the players had 
received their training in England. 

Matches were played with neighbouring clubs such as 
Bognor, Leith and Balaclava. The men of the Cricket Club 
were all people of the late l 880's. 

The game of football (soccer) became popular with area 
men in the same period . The Dauntless Football Club was 
organized and brought fame to Walter's Falls by claiming 
the championship for the Ontario Division in 1889 after 
many successful competitions, travelling by train into 
Northern Ontario. 

Team reunions were held on the lawn of Richard Henry 
Olmstead and Mrs. Olmstead, one in 1929 and one in 1934. 

Hardball became popular in the l 920's. When softball 
came in the l 930's, the catcher was the only one who wore 
a glove and the ball was larger. Softball is still very popular 
but a different style of game is now played. 

In the early 30's the ·first Walter's Falls outdoor skating 
rink was operated by Fred Mower. Fred, a bachelor, gave 
many hours of pleasure to the youth and children through 

the rink which was situated on his farm property on the 
southerly outskirts of the village, and was complete with 
electric lights, change room and boards for hockey games. 

The late George Seabrook, who lived one mile outside the 
village, saw to it that his six little girls got their first skating 
lessons on this rink. 

Early in the fall of 1935 a larger outdoor rink was started 
to accommodate the growing number of skaters. The site 
was on land owned by Andrew Menary, who donated the 
use of this land for the rink as long as it operated as such. 
The site was adjoining the Menary Feed Mill beside the river 
and mill flume, and below the dam controlling the water 
supply for the mill power. 

In addition to a much larger ice surface, this rink had a 
heated dressing room, better lighted ice surface, higher 
board walls, water flooding system from the dam, nets, ice 
scrapers etc. 

Nearby farmers and their teams came to assist in level
ling the property and hauling stone and cement slabs to con
struct a wall between the river and the ice surface. The 
township of St. Vincent loaned their power grader to com
plete the final grade. It was the first motor grader seen in 
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1889 Dauntless Football Club Members 
William Isaac Seabrook, •"red Wickham, Dr. J. S. McCullough , Dr. Robert Martin, John McQuakcr, Frank Olmstead, Richard Henry Olmstead, 
James Carrey, Frank Tuck, Albert Walter, Coach Mr. Clarke, George D. Reid 
Cotfn c,~ of o rman Seabrook. Wa lt er, Fall ..,. Onta rio 
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Dauntless Football Club celebrate their 40th Anniversary (1929) 
Piclure hy Craig Pholo, Owen Sound, lhe same company which look lhe 1898 picture on lhe same field . 
Isaac Seabrook, hed Wickham , l>r . John McCullough, l>r. Rohcrl Marlin , John Mc()uaker, Frank Olmslead. Jas Carrl·~·. Richard Henr~· Olmstead 
C ounc,)' ol < lan:m:c °'4.:<1hrcH1~ 



1905 Football Club 
P. Walter, Edd Seabrook, Will Reid, E. Marshall, W. Dedman , F. Findlay, 
C. Robertson, F. J. Harper, S. Campbell, W. Lemon, P. Reid, W. King, 
D. Reid 

operation by many in this village. The work was all volunteer 
work bees with no government grants. 

Hockey teams were organized, and games played com
peting against Rocklyn and Chatsworth. 

Saturday night skating was very popular, when just as 
many girls as boys enjoyed the winter sport. When the war 
came the young people went off to war and the rink became 
quiet. 

Walter's Falls Community Park and Ball Diamond 
{ OUrtC\) ol \.1 I .. ()uml on 

At home, winter was the time to catch up on a good book 
or two from the local library. Many house parties were held 
with toe tapping to the fiddle of local talent as well as hours 
spent playing cards or just chit-chatting. 

When the radio arrived, Saturday nights were set aside 
to li sten to the "Grand 01' Opry", and friends ani:1 neigh
bours who did not have a radio were always welcomed into 
the homes of those who had a battery-operated set. The first 
radio in Walter's Falls was at Dr. McCullough's home and 
had ear phones of which the Doctor had only two pair. Even 
Santa Claus broadcast his messages. 

,; 
Jean Givens. Wallace Sinclair, 

Aud re~ Wheildon, 
Pearl Murra~· 1912 
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Williamsford Ball Team, 1931 
Back row - Cameron Elliot, A. D. MacIntyre, Norman McEwen (Manager) Campbell McClean, Dean Campbell, Joe Sweeney. 
Middle row - William Batterman, Carl Wheildon, Nelson Harnack treasurer, Cliff McEwen, John Batterman. 
Front row - Rudy Heft, George Woods 
In 1931 the Williamsford Softball Team were presented with a trophy for having wMt the series three consecutive years. The trophy was donated 

by Edward Wells of Desboro. 
Courtc'>y o f George \\ ·ood.., 

SPORTS AT WILLIAMSFORD 

Since the installation of artificial ice in the Williams ford 
Arena, interest increased in minor sports, hockey and adult 
curling. Six to seven hockey teams have operated yearly, in
volving 90 - 100 youngsters. A girls' broomball team is also 
sponsored. 

Curling is scheduled Monday to Friday nights and in 1981 
an afternoon ladies' league was started. Curling includes 
mixed, men's, and ladies' teams. Four bonspiels are held 
each year. 

In 1981 Mrs. Walter Subject and Mrs. Wayne Cook made 
inquiries in the community to see if there was enough in-
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terest to start a figure skating club. Forty students registered 
and Mrs. Laural Jean Podson was hired as teacher, with 
Miss Julie Rosenburg, an advanced student in figure skating, 
assisting. The ages were from 1-1 /2 years to 16 years. If star
ting early is an advantage, Jennifer Cook has that. She 
started when she was 1-1 / 2 years old and at the end of the 
season was skating like a real professional. There were four
year-olds who received badges at the completion of their first 
year. 

Baseball has increased interest also. Since 1978 five boys' 
and three girls' teams have operated under Williamsford 
Minor Sports, and in 1981 men's slow pitch became popular. 



THE HORSE RACE 
In the 1920's and 30's, just before the automobile became 

popular, each farmer kept a driving horse . It was a light, 
rangy type of horse, built for speed. A good number of teen
agers and young adults remained on the farms and in the 
evening, when the chores were done, perhaps twice a week 
and Saturday night for sure, the young folk took a drive 
to the village for a treat or for supplies. The stores and places 
of business were open every night until nearly midnight. 
Everything was closed on Sundays. 

After standing around and talking over the events since 
the last trip, it was time to go home, but first a few bets 
would have to be discussed (no money involved) as to whose 
horse would be the fastest that night. There were only a few 
places on the road wide enough to accommodate the pass
ing of two speeding buggies, and having done this so many 
times, the horses would really take off when they came to 
that section of the road . It can be said that the horses 
recognized their competitor. It wasn't Woodbine, but it sure 
was fun, and didn't cost a nickel. 

HOLIDAYING ON 
ROBSON AND CONNELL'S LAKES 
A group of lakes approximately four miles east of Holland 

Centre became alive with vacationers after Mr. Gerney built 
the first cottage in 1958 on Connell's Lake. He was followed 
by Mr. Neilson. Connell's Lakes appealed to others look
ing for a place to relax, and now there are at least twelve 
cottages there in the 1980's. 

Robson 's Lake, located nearby, also has cottages on its 
shores. Guy Fee was the first to choose it for his cottage 
in 1950. The scenic view attracted other people to build cot
tages in the immediate area. 

Santa Claus gets a ride to Williamsford Community Centre, after the 1981 
Christmas parade, to hand out treats to several hundred children . John 
Armstrong drives his team that won 12 first prizes, 11 seconds and 9 third 
prizes in the fall of 1981. Williamsford Santa Claus parade originated in 1950. 
( ourtc,y ol Mr, . Chi lord Mt.:Comh 

THE GLENDALE YACHT CLUB 
In 1955 a group of young people began to frequent Wil

liam's Lake. They found a mutual interest in water sport, 
so the idea of a yacht club was born. 

With the assistance of Commodore Don Adamson of 
Georgian Club and legal ad visors, a charter was applied for. 
After considerable discussion, Glendale was agreed upon as 
an appropriate name. 

The Committee which consisted of George Hall, Robert 
Comber, James Baker. Plummer Mcllveen, Fred Cook, 
Wilbert Sutcliffe, Orville Cook, Eleanor Hall, Freda Com
ber, Isabel Baker and Isabel Mcllveen came up with the idea 
of a Regatta and Lucky Draw - the prize being a 12-foot 
mahogany boat. The Regatta was held June 23, 1956 at 
2 p.m. at William's Lake. Admission was 354:, and 254: for 
children with proceeds for the building of the Yacht Club. 
The aim of the club is to promote friendship, and an in
terest in water sports. This included developing a beach for 
swimming, boating, fishing, water skiing and clean, whole
some fun. 

The Yacht Club situated on Bob Comber's property has 
been leased from him since the beginning; the lease expires 
in 1985. The club has purchased a piece of land on William's 
Lake and plans to build in the future. 

COMBER NATURE TRAIL 
The Comber Nature Trail is laid out in six sections. Its 

prime purpose is to make those who use these trails aware 
of nature - birds, trees , vegetation and the many good 
things around them. The Old Galbraith Trail starts at the 
junction of Martin's Creek and No. 10 Highway where many 
years ago Martin's Inn was located. 

This Inn flourished in the early days soon after the 
Galbraiths and other families settled in this area. The Inn 
was a rough Jog cabin about 24' x 18'. It boasted a solid 
white pine bar, made from a huge pine log that was sawn 
down the centre and hewn smooth. The under side of the 
bar was left in a half-round condition. At the end of the 
bar were three 45-gallon barrels, one containing flour, 
another salted pork, and the third containing whiskey. The 
whiskey cost 54: a double shot. Meals and drinks were pro
vided. The floor of the Inn was made of dirt and stone, and 
there was a limestone fireplace at one end of the room. The 
family sleeping quarters were upstairs. Patrons wishing 
sleeping accommodation had to cross to the east side of the 
road where a log cabin was situated on the present site of 
the North Grey Conservation Authority. 

Approximately one thousand feet down the creek Jim 
Edmunds had his saw mill which was run by horse power. 

Down the road to the north approximately one-quarter 
mile, Minnis had another saw mill on the east side of the 
road. The patronage of these mill men was very beneficial 
to Martin's Inn . Martin's Creek derives its name from the 
people who lived at the Inn. 
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The Edmund's Trail was named after the Edmund's 
family who once owned the property. 

The Boneyard Trail passes by a large tree known as the 
Bob McKay Beech. Bob McKay was born in 1850 and died 
in 1951. He used to walk from R.R. #3 Holland Centre to 
the lumber camp at Tobermory, making the trip several 
times each winter. He used to tell the story of how he and 
his brother were told to plant potatoes when they were about 
four or five years old. They found it hot, tiring, hard work, 
so they went to a big hollow tree and dumped most of the 
seed potatoes down into the tree. Naturally the potato crop 
was a failure, and the following winter the McKay family 
nearly starved. 

Further along this trail towards the junction of Highway 
10 and No. 20 Sideroad is the first log school of the area. 
It was built in the l 840's and was used until 1866. 

The Grandpa Trail was named after Ronald Comber 
M.M., who managed the forest until he died in 1967 at age 
74. There is a beautiful maple hardwood forest on this trail 
as well as swamp and swail. Further along this trail is the 
North Grey Region Conservation Area at Williams' Lake. 
This comprises one hundred and fifty acres which is to be 
left in its natural state . 

MASSIE BRASS BAND 
There are probably very few rural communities in On

tario with the initiative to establish a Brass Band. George 
Henderson, beloved school teacher and musician, organized 
such a band which was much in demand at picnics and 
soirees. Members of the Massie band were: George F. Hen
derson, Master; William Winter, Coronet; D.C. Taylor, 
Coronet; Gideon Carrie, Coronet; William Young, E flat 
Coronet; William Howey, Alto; Michael Howey, Tenor; 
George Cochrane, Alto; James G. Carrie, Alto; James 
Massie, Baritone; Henry Winter, Baritone; George Part
ridge, Bass; Ben Partridge, Bass; Jimmie Henderson, 
Triangle; Sam McLelland, Drum; J. McLelland, Kettle 
Drum; and James Howey. 

Buying these instruments was a problem as they were ex
pensive and money was not too plentiful in pioneer days. 
Each player had to learn to play his instrument from the 
beginning except Mr. Henderson who was already a fine cor
onet player. 

This band played at most of the picnics and entertain
ments around home, a concert at Annan, a twelfth of July 
celebration at Arnott and a concert at Meaford. They trav
elled by wagon with Sam McLelland's team of horses - and 
a heavy load it was! The drive to Meaford was in the daylight 
but coming home all those long miles after dark was dif
ficult. One trip was enough. 

VACATION FARMS 
Several families in the township have availed themselves 

of the opportunity of entertaining city families in their 
homes. This is a way for the host family to supplement farm 
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income, and for the urbanites to have a quiet, relaxing holi
day. Vacation farms are as varied as the people who operate 
them. Country living means home-cooked meals, the smell 
of freshly-cut hay and a learning experience for city children. 

In the early years the Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
operated a Vacation Farm Association but discontinued it 
the end of 1976. During that time the Ministry of Tourism 
had assisted with monies granted under the Agricultural 
Rehabilitation and Development Act. The Ontario Federa
tion of Agriculture then assisted the Farm Vacation Associa
tion to organize on its own. Those operating Vacation Farms 
do not have to join, but members feel it has something to 
offer - especially to new members. In 1971 there was a 
seminar held at Walter's Falls outlining the requirements 
of the hosts - advertising, food, costs, entertainment etc . 

The following was written by one who had hosted Farm 
Vacationers. 

Farm Vacations 
Greg Gallop and Robt. McKessock, circa 1970 

(ourtc,y of Mrs. R. M cKci,sock 

"To supplement the farm income in 1970 we decided to 
advertise for farm vacationers. We did not belong to the 
Association nor did we advertise through them - so ours 
was not a true farm vacation set-up. 

We advertised and got all our vacationers through the 
Toronto papers or the second year by referrals. Our guests 
lived in an apartment above our driving shed and ate their 
meals with us. This arrangement gave us, as a family, more 
privacy. Our guests were not encouraged to take part in farm 
work, but were encouraged to watch, ask questions and 
come and go at. will. Usually we had only one family at a 
time. Guests preferred it this way, because coming from the 
city they liked the individual attention and did not need other 
company. 



Our guests stayed more or less close to our home. They 
made us appreciate the great beauty of our area, which often 
we do not see. Most were quite interested in community auc
tions, especially the Sydenham auction. 

For two reasons we only continued this endeavour for two 
years. The work and long hours were too much for us and, 
as our farm operation increased in size, all help and energy 
were needed to keep things moving in that area. 

We met wonderful people. We found them to be cheer
ful, grateful and never complaining. They tried to be no 
bother to us. We still correspond with some of these peo
ple. · We have many fond memories of our association with 
our city friends." 

WILLIAMSFORD MAJORETTES 
The group was formed in October 1977 by Mrs . Marg 

Subject, Mrs. Carole Elliot, Mrs. Barb Harbinson and Mrs . 
Donna Todd. There were 23 girls from Williamsford who 
started, aged 5 to 11 years old, under the instruction of 
Mrs. Donna Todd. The community supported the group, 
selling 50/ 50 draw tickets to raise money for material to 
make uniforms. The mothers got together for a sewing bee 
one afternoon at the home of Mrs. Marg Subject. Early in 
December 1977 the girls marched and twirled in the annual 
Williamsford Santa Claus Parade in full uniforms, red pants 

and jackets with white trim and red and white crocheted hats 
made by Mrs. Barb Harbinson, and by the mothers. Two 
local boys carried a red banner with white lettering announc
ing the Williamsford Majorettes. In July 1978 they per
formed for the Williamsford Garden Party. 

The group has now been going for five years and there 
has been a total of 65 girls in the group over that period 
of time. Of the original 23 girls, two are still with the group. 
Over the years they have performed at Markdale, Flesher
ton, Williamsford and Chatsworth Santa Claus Parades and 
at the Williams ford Garden Party, at nursing homes for 
Christmas parties, the C.F.O.S. Christmas fund broadcast, 
and they have performed at their own recitals at the Holland
Chatsworth School, twirling, marching and dancing for the 
audiences. 

Today the girls are not only from Williamsford but also 
from Holland Centre, Chatsworth, and the Desboro areas. 
Mrs. Marg Subject and Mrs. Donna Todd are still organiz
ing, and making the uniforms and Mrs. Donna Todd is still 
teaching the group. 

Miss Susan Subject assisted with teaching for three years. 
Last spring ( I 982) the group purchased a hoop baton and 
a fire baton . Susan Subject performed a routine with the 
fire baton at both the group's June performance and the 
Williamsford Garden Party in July. 

S.S . #2 Holland pupils at the school fair in Holland Centre 1921 
S1andin14 - Morrell McComh , Lyla I.cc, L)all Mcinnis, Eva Whcildon, Bill Unwin 
Back row, (.1ea1ed) - Joyce Whcildon, Orla Mcinnis , Iv) Overland, Clara Unnin. Mar~ Ll'C, hrl~n Ll'l' 
I n cen /re - Jack Mc Ka) , Ada McComh 
l-ro111 row - Al vin McComh, George I.cc , Cla)lon Mcinnis nilh ,heal' of nhcal, Leslie Whl'ildon , Murra~ Md(a~ 
( ouni:,, ol ( Il l lord ( uni -. 
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Chatsworth Girls' Softball Team 1945 
Back row - Jack Jordison , Donna Brown, Jean McGillvary, Joan Maher, Dorothy Jordison, Mary Cortesi, Iona Hodgson, fay Hodgson , Gladys 
Richardson, Fred Ahrens 
From row - Hazel Weeden , Frances Bell , June Macintosh, Annabelle Ceaser , Murial Ramage, Jeanette Bell 
Courtesy of Mr\. Fa) Dosi.man 
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Chatsworth Hunt Club 1930 
Rev . S. Martin , eil McElhcrnn , John llcmstnck , Viclnr Bye, Jim Civcns, nan Hamillnn , l)r . Mac Phillips 
( OUrll°\} 111 (l ;.11 1:) w I. Kl'itl 
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Chatsworth Softball Team 
Back row: Dean Campbell, Sandy Mitchell, Charlie Rowe, Jack McComb , Bill Acheson, Ed Loney, Earl McKay, Dave Anderson. Bill Snell 
Front row: Leslie Wheildon, Len Nichol, Len Myall , Bud McComb, Mervyn Moore 
In front: batboy Jack Snell 
Councw of Ph ylli ., Andcr.,on 
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147th Batallion - First World War 
Back row: John (Jack) Craven, William Telford, Norman Aplin, Robert Telford, Edward (Ted) Givens, Alex Telford 
Front Row: William Foster, Lloyd Kirktown, (died in England), Harry Foster, Clarence Sutherland (killed in France), Delbert (Bert) Holley 
Courtesy of County of Grey-Owen Sound M useum 



\... . - - '--

~--=====----

The Path that Led···to War 
WAR EFFORT 

There are few records of the part that Holland Township 
residents played in earlier wars, but we do know the mag
nitude of their contributions during the two Great Wars. 

In the early part of the 1914-18 conflict, area men enlisted 
in various existing units. On Thanksgiving Day 1915, the 
formation of the 147th Grey County Battalion was author
ized, and the following months saw the area's most con
certed effort in recruitment. The nominal roll of the bat
talion numbered approximately one thousand. Between thir
ty and forty of these recruits were from Holland Township. 
The troops drilled in any available spot in Owen Sound -
an old arena, freight sheds or in the street. Following the 
winter's training, the battalion transferred to Niagara-on
the-Lake on May 19, 1916. On July 4, 1916 they moved to 
Camp Borden. Their last leave was in October. On October 
6th they headed for the Maritimes from where they sai led 
for Liverpool, landing on November 20. 

On October 5, 1916, the boys from the area surrounding 
Chatsworth (including the Holland soldiers) were photo
graphed at the C.P.R .. station in Chatsworth by J. James, 
a well-known Owen Sound photographer. He rode his bicy
cle to Chatsworth with camera and equipment strapped to 
it in order to take the picture. 

The 147th never saw action as a unit but fought as rein~ 
forcements with other battalions. They saw action at Vimy 
Ridge, Passchendale, Arras, and other places. By Septem
ber, 1917, practically every member had reached France. 
These men fought valiantly, and before the end of the war 
in 1918 one hundred and forty-five were killed in action. 
At least six of these were from . Holland. 

After the close of the war the remaining soldiers arrived 
in Owen Sound in the spring of 1919 and were honoured 
at an official celebration in September, 1919. 
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FROM THE TOWNSHIP 
MINUTE BOOKS 
AUGUST 17, 1916 

Davidson and Sargeant - That an order be issued on the 
treasurer in favour of the reeve for the sum of $610.00 be
ing the amount necessary to pay $10.00 to each of the follow
ing enlisted persons from Holland Township : 
Kate Wilson Robert Foster J . Gawky 
Laura Adams Lloyd Kirktown J . Stafford 
Edna Howey Richard Sobie Russel Kirk 
Gordon Foster Wm. Laird R. Comber 
Morley Williams Robt. Henry Thos. Chisholm 
Clarence Sutherland Wm . McKessock Jas. Bowman 
Howard Marsh Wm. Howey Howard Jackson 
John Price Geo. Tracey Jno. McLeod 
Robt. ·Telford Chas. Roberts Russel Galbraith 
Alex Telford Ed. Winosk i Wilmer Galbraith 
Wm. Telfo rd Howard Davidson Percy Evans 
Wm . Foster Chas. McCauley Geo. Stanley 
Harry Foster Robt. Stewart Clarke McCullough 
Albert G ivens Joseph Byers Wm. Craik 
Harry Laycook Oscar Gillespie Guy Wickham 
Milton Greenaway J no. Ritchie Melville Steer 
Bert Holley Ernest Ritchie Russel Dennison 
Norman Aplin J. Holmes Alex Shute 
James Crowther H . Holley Adam Laurence 
John Craven J . Walker Geo. Hartley 

France 21/6/ 18 

January 13 , 1919 

Acheson-Beirnes - That a committee be appointed to 
purchase medals for the boys who have gone overseas. Com
mittee Reeve Robert Howey, R. Ceasar, and H. Sargeant 

May 26, 1917 
The following received $10.00 each as above: 

W. J . Cook George Woinowski E. R. Goldsm ith 
C. D. Prowd T. A. Ramage L. Kiff 
A . C. Sparrow T. H . Collins A. Carbert 
F. Holley A . McKennit H . Taylor 

November 16, 1916 
Edward Howey Bert Benson Arch Torrie 

June, 1916 
Davidson-Sargeant - That this councit ~eems it advisable 

to make a presentation of Ten Dollars in gold to each 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Forces belonging 
to the Township of Holland, and that the Clerk ask Col. 
McFarland to permit these soldiers to come to Holland Cen
tre for the purpose, and that the Council with the Treasurer 
and Clerk make the necessary arrangements. 

August 4, 1919 

Dear Friend: 

The council and citizens of the Township of Holland 
desire to express to you their deep appreciation of the great 
service your noble sons rendered to King and Country in 
that he enlisted as a soldier and went overseas to join the 
army of Great Britain and France to fight for right and 
justice. 

We at home can never fully realize the awful horrors of 
the Great War, but we do kno w that your sons sacrificed 
a great deal in defence of home and fireside. We know that 
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by his brave and patriotic action he cheerfully did his duty. 
We honor him and are proud of his faithful service and of 
all other loyal Canadians who have given their lives in this 
great struggle in defence of those principals of right and 
justice which we all hold dear. 

We can never repay you for the great loss you ha\/e sus
tained in the death of your noble son, who fell on the field 
of battle fighting in defence of British freedom, justice and 
humanity, but we know that by his brave action and noble 
duty well done, Canada and our Empire have come out of 
this great struggle victorious, and recognized as the saviours 
of the World Peace. 

To express our heart felt thankfulness and appreciation 
in some slight way, we ask you to accept this medal for your 
son, as a small token of our love and esteem for his noble 
duty well done, knowing that his name will go down in 
History as one of Canada's brave defenders. 

Signed on behalf of the council and citizens of the 
Township of Holland. 

R . Howey Reeve 
J.R. Hare 

HOLLAND TOWNSHIP 
ROLL OF HONOUR 

1939 - 1945 
IN MEMORIAM 

Bennett, John W.B. 
Dixon, Walter A. 
Edmunds, Edward G. 
Goldsmith, Alwyn G. 
Howey, Clayton C. 
Holmes, Howard R. 
Lee, George S. 
Macaulay, Donald A . 
McFadden, Ross I. 
Whitney, Harold R. 

''These died that we might be free'' 

HOLLAND HONOUR ROLL 1939 - 1945 
Acheson, Murray M. 
Aiken , Ernest J. 
Aiken, May 

Baker, Wi lliam 
Bai lie, Edward J. 
Bennett, George F. 
Bennett Stewart J . 
Breen, Glen 
Bumstead, Henry F. 
Burnside , Wa lter D. 
Burnside, Robert W. 

Cla rke , Roy 
Comber, Robert J. 
Comber, Rona ld 
Connell , Laverne A. 
Cook, Kenneth A. 
Cook, Mervin A. 
Craven, Harold E. 

Jackson, Clayton L. 
Jackson , Floyd A. 
Jackson, Oliver S. 
Jackson, Rolph W. 
Jackson, Sidney L. 

Kennedy, George A. 
Kennedy, John A. 
Kennedy, Kenneth 
King , Elgin A. 
King, Garnet 
King, John D. 
King, Wi lliam M. 
Kirk , Lloyd L. 
Kirktown, Murray G. 
Krause , Charles A. 
Krau se, Orpha 
Kuglin , Basi l E. 

Laycock , Harold E. 

Phillips, Nelson J . 
Powell , Frank 

Quinn, Edward 
Quinn, Manley J. 

Rae, Arnold R. 
Ransom, George R. 
Ranso m, George W. 
Ransom , James R. 
Ranso m, Ted 
Ransom, Wi lson 
Ritch ie, Harold J . 
Robson, Frank B. 
Robson , James S. 
Rout enburg, Christopher L. 
Routenburg, Ernest L. 

Saunders, Alice E. 
Saunders, Edmund E. 



Craven , Kenneth R. 

Davidson , Morris 
Dixon , Allan 
Dixon, Keith N. 
Dixon , Lewis S. 
Dixon, Lloyd W. 
Dixon, Russell G. 
Dixon, William M . 
Dudgeon, Agar F. 

Evans, Margaret 

Fee, Haro ld W. 
Fitzsimmons, Dennis 
Fit zsimmons, Kenneth 
Flynn Fred 
Fraser, Murray M . 

Gardiner, Gray W . 
Gilpin, Robert E. 
Gowan, Albert 
Graham, C hri stopher J . 
Graham, Maurice J. 

Hamilton , Ray G . 
Henderson, Walter E. 
Hodgk inson, Everall 
Howey, Henry R. 

•I• 

Leflar, Roland J. Sc hope, Kenneth V. 
Lemon, Allan C. Seabrook, Elgin H . 
Lemon, Isaac B. Seabrook, Ivan H . 
Lemon, John N. Shouldice, Milton G . 

Shou ldice, Victor 
Macaulay, C larence Slade, Harold 
Macaulay, Roy Smith, Murray J . 
Mandeno, Albert Sutherland, Colin G. 
Mandeno, Robert I. Sutherland, Ian J . 
McComb, John J . 
Mcinni s, Allan Taylor, James H . 
McIntosh, Albert Taylor, Melville D. 
McKay, John W. Tebbu11 , Stan 
McKay, Murray L. Tribble, James A . 
McLeod , Donald D. Tribble, Russell N. 
Mc Leod, John 
McMullen, John A . Wa les, Alfred P . 
McMullen, Milton J . Walker, Bernice 
Moore, Florence A . Walker , James A . 
Moore , Leo A. Walker, Maud 
Moore, Melville A. Walker, Wallace 
Mower, Ellsworth Wa rd , Eldrid G. E. 
Murray, Elizabeth Winterburn, Howard 
Muzzell , Nelson A. 

Young , Alvin F. 
Norton, Alvin J . Young, Austin D. 
Norton, Lloyd W. Young, George A . 

uhn , C larence H. Young, John S. 
Nuhn, Harvey A. Young, Leslie A . 

•~~( l• 

WILLIAM JOHN 

BOWLES BENNETT 

REG. NO. 137695 

Sgt. Bennett was born Nov. 23rd, 1918 in the Bennett 
home at R.R . #7 Markdale. He was the youngest of five 
children of John and Martha Bennett. He attended No. 6 
Holland school and Markdale High School. He enlisted in 
the R.C.A.F. in 1941 and was stationed at five different sta
tions before sai ling from Halifax to England, July 8, 1942. 
He became an Air Gunner. He died October 6, I 942 by ac
cidentally falling from a moving train. He is buried at Wit 
ten Cemetery, Birmingham, England in a section of the 
cemetery dedicated to Canadian service men . 

WALTER DIXON 

Walter "Tuffie" Dixon served in the R.C.A.F. and lost 
his life over England in a fighter plane in October, 1941. 
His last resting place is in a private Church of England 
cemetery in Formby. He was 24 years old . 

When he started at Walter's Falls U.S.S. #1, his playmates 
said "We'll call him "Tuffie" because you can't make him 
cry." He attended Meaford High School and went on to 
find work in Detroit. He came back to Canada to enlist with 
the R .C.A.F. along with his brother, Mac, who was serv
ing overseas at the time of the flying incident. Mac was with 
the 1st Hussars (tanks) and received word of his brother's 
death while on duty, and was unable to attend the military 
service his fellow officers gave him . 

DIXON - Walter Alexander, Sergeant 
Killed on active service overseas. 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. T .R. Dixon, Markdale, Ontario 
R 109932 Sergeant Pilot , Walter A. Dixon 

Royal Canadian Air Force 
Killed April 9th. 1943 

Age 24 
He sleeps so far from Canada, 

his native land . 
Walter was buried in the Anglican Cemetery of 

St. Peter, Apostle and Martyr. 
Formby, England. 

GNR. 

E.G. EDMUNDS 

Gnr. E.G. Edmunds died of wounds received in Italy on 
May 24, 1944. He was in his 37th year and had enlisted in 
May, 1940, going overseas in November, 1941 . He had three 
small children living in Owen Sound with their mother who 
was the former Nina Hill of the Markdale district. 
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PTE. 
A.G. GOLDSMITH 

Alwyn Garnet Goldsmith wa a on of Mr. and Mrs . Eric 
Gold mith and wa born at Welbeck, Bentinck Town hip 
in 1922. As a young man he made his home with his grand
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Goldsmith, of Massie. He 
enli ted in September 1942 and trained at lpperwash and 
Kitchener. He took a mechanic' s cour e at Hamilton and 
Wood tock. He went over ea in December 1943. He wa 
a i ting in operating flame-throwers in Belgium when he 
wa fatally wounded on October 29, 1944. He was survived 
by his grandparent , parents and nine brothers and i ter . 

r- IIUU"1,w}_y a.,eistal Gwa.Lu, ""' .. elf=t
liy t\-..i donatiou of fwmit\9 pigrous fi,t· adu><..-
!J«t•ll iQ, • 

~ 9if't i5 ..9mmfull.y adu~ (y Che 
~ of l'.\ational '.Dejoooo fi,t: au:-,,:J 

mu- _gallanf &itdE. in lhc performance 
of fNir dufy,wiU aJd fueir 5han?, fo fhe.-
9locious <tlutttls cf Clw:RPtyu,~ffir°l>lu 

~~~ -f' c••• , I 11.,, .. ,..,J C\j.,_, I" 11,r~-.... 
Mr. H. V. Wales assi~led Canadian War cfl"nrl hy lhc donalinns of Imm 
ing pigeons for aclive ~ervice 1943. 
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Medal of Sgl. Ronald G. Comber, Fort 
Gary Horse Regi111e111 , For Bravery in 
lhe Field. 
Courte,y of Robert Comber 

MILITARY MEDAL 
During the war of 1914 - 1918 Ronald G . Comber served 

with the Fort Gary Horse a a Cavalry Sargeant. During ac
tion, he and hi officer carried out a number of wounded 
while under enemy fire at Yimy Ridge and then defended 
the position. For this gallant action, the officer received the 
Victoria Cross and Sgt. Comber received the Military Medal. 
The V .C. officer died in Calgary in 1982 at age 97. Holland 
Township struck a medal which was pre ented to Ronald 

omber in 1919. He died in 1967 at the age of 74. 

SGT. PILOT 
CLAYTON HOWEY 

Clayton Howey was the only son of Deputy-Reeve and 
Mrs. Jame Howey of Holland. He grew up in the Mas ie 
area and enli ted in the R .. A .F. in January 1941. He wa 
ent oversea in January 1943. He wa lo t during a raid 

on Germany . He was twenty- ix years old. He was survived 
by his wife, the former Jean McKessock, daughter of Magis
trate J.S. McKe ock, Sudbury, his parent and four ister. 



...... . RAY 
DONALD JACKSON 

Private Ray Donald Jackson enlisted in May 1941. In Oct. 
1941 he arrived in Hong Kong with the Royal Rifle Regi
ment. No word was received from Ray after going overseas. 
After a year of enquiry by his parents he was reported 
"Killed in Action". 

Ray was the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Jackson, both 
born in Holland Township. 

L.A.C. 

GEORGE LEE 

Leading Aircraftsman George Lee, 22 years old, son of 
Li llie Lee and the late Robert Lee of Holland Township, 
was killed in a plane crash near Uplands Flying School near 
Ottawa on Friday, Feb. 21, 1941. George, a student pilot, 
and his instructor were returning to base when the plane 
struck a large maple tree and broke into three pieces . 
Although George was not killed at the scene he died that 
night in hospital from the injuries. He had trained first at 
Regina, later at Malton and finally at No. 2 Service Flying 
School at Uplands. 

George was survived by-his mother, three sisters - Lila, 
Evelyn, and Mary and three younger brothers - Wesley, 
John and James. His brother, Wesley, joined the Air Force 
the week after George was killed. 

DONALD 
A. MACAULAY 

Sergeant-Observer Donald Archibald Macaulay, R.C.A.F., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Macaulay of Berkeley, was 
reported missing in operations over enemy territory on July 
29, 1942. Born near Dundalk, Sergeant-Observer Macaulay 
was in his 25th year. He attended Strathcona Public School 
in Owen Sound as a young lad and later went to the Mark
dale High School, from which he graduated. He later went 
to Sudbury and was employed for four years at the Falcon
bridge Mine. He enlisted in August 1940. He obtained his 
wings in Paulson, Manitoba, and in August 1941 went over
seas to take part in many operational flights. 

JOHN LEDINGHAM 
John Ledingham was a teacher in Moggie School in 1917. 

He enlisted in World War I along with two pupils, Howard 
Marsh , son of Mr. and Mrs . John Marsh, Concession 3, 
and Otto Molson, son of Mr. and Mrs . John Molson, Con
cession 2. They went overseas and they all died in the battle 
of Vimy Ridge. A large picture of the three men hung on 
the front wall of Moggie School until it closed in 1965 . 

AIR GUNNER 
ROSS MCFADDEN 

Air Gunner McFadden was born at Markdale, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs . George McFadden. He went to Seventy School 
and Markdale High School. He joined the Grey and Sim
coe Foresters in 1939 but transferred to the Air Force, receiv
ing his wings and becoming an Air Gunner. He was killed 
in action over France on June 29, 1944. 
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Tpr. Richard H. Whitney 
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RICHARD HAROLD WHITNEY D48757 

Tpr. Richard Harold Whitney was a sergeant with the 26th 
Canadian Army Overseas. He was born at Flesherton, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Whitney. He went to school at 
Markdale and S.S. # 10 Holland. He enlisted in the Grey and 
Simcoe Foresters in 1939 and was killed in action in October, 
1944. He is buried in the Bergan 0. Zoom Cemetery (Mili
tary) in Belgium. He was survived by his wife, Iona Aldean 
Livingstone (Jeffreys), his parents, one sister and three 
brothers. 

❖--1~1'.Qy:,1---❖ 

Private Richard Henry Whitney to his wife (Katherine) 

Dear Wife: 

As I have just finished fixing the room up and making 
the bed I thought I would sit down and write you a few lines 
in solid comfort sitting on a cane bottom chair & real table 
with a table cloth on it for it is seldom we have had such 
comforts as the place we are in Just now. The officers sleep 
in nice beds and springs with Hair matresses (sic) and white 
coverlets there are three Officers sleeping in the same room 
where the Officer that I am tending sleep. My Officer is a 
fine young man about twenty four has been a school! (sic) 
teacher in New Ontario and tells me some good yarns about 
the times he had up north. We were at Brigade sports the 
other day. Our company had the best Kitchen that was there 
we also won the baseball match from the 5th CMR making 
our Batallion the champion of the Brigade. I can tell you 
it was a fine match we won by 1 I to 9 runs. The prize was 
300 frances (sic). 

I have just been looking out of the door at a beautiful 
rose bush in full bloom with roses as large as a teacup and 
look like ...... . .. wax work and wishing that I could move 
the bush and place it in front of your door that you might 
see what kind of roses they can grow over here the lady of 
the house gave me some strawberries picked from their own 
garden. 0 but they were nice. They have as nice a garden 
as I ever saw. Peas as high as my shoulder in full blossom 
the potatoes are also in blossom . 

I received a Box from the Women's Institute of Markdale 
and it came in perfect order I also got the one from Raycrafts 
about a week ago with the wedding cake but I did not like 
it as well as the cake you sent. I have done very well since 
I came here as I have got 4 boxes well I think I will draw 
to a close hoping you are well. 

From your ever 
Loving Husband 



BERKELEY PATRIOTIC SOCIETY 
Members of Tpe Berkeley Patriotic Society, who worked 

during the Second World War to send boxes to the overseas 
soldiers from that district, remembered the parents of the 
four boys who_ did not come back by presenting each of them 
with a Bible in memory of their son. Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
McFadden, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Maccauley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Whitney and Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Bennett, who lost 
a son in the war, were remembered in this way. To Mrs. 
Harold Whitney, whose husband was killed overseas, was 
given a ring bearing the crest of the Grey and Simcoe 
Foresters. 

Besides working to raise funds for overseas boxes during 
the war years, the Berkeley Patriotic Society presented every 
returned soldier from that district with a signet ring. 

Officers of this group of workers were Mrs. Ken Wright, 
Miss Hannah Mitchell, Mrs. George Caswell, Mrs. Abe 
Hannah and Mrs. Dave Fitzsimmons. 

A FEW WAR EXPERIENCES 
AND IMPRESSIONS 

by M.D. Taylor 
Gnr . Taylor arrived in England in July 1943. He was a 

'' Flash Spotter''. A trained troop of ''Flash Spotters'' could 
pinpoint quickly the location of artillery pieces by sightings 
on the flash that the guns made when fired. Their work had 
best results at night and that is when they were usually 
deployed. 

"I should tell about the arrival at Greenock harbour which 
was one of my impressive memories. We sailed down the 
Irish Sea, along the coast of Scotland, which has barren
looking hills but quite beautiful. This was the Queen 
Elizabeth which was the largest boat afloat and was carry
ing its largest yet load of troops - over fifteen thousand 
as well as some freight. The impressive part was the 
welcome. Two Mustang fighter planes escorted us in and 
flew back and forth no higher than the upper decks. When 
village and farm houses became more frequent we saw hun
dreds of welcoming signs. They waved white sheets from 
the windows and there were literally thousands of Union 
Jacks being waved. No doubt about it, those Scottish peo
ple welcomed us in, and, of course, there was a pipe band 
when we finally got ashore. " 

" Another outstanding impression is the evidence of air 
raids. Almost every evening, about dusk it started, and the 
big Lancaster bombers, flying very high and always com
pletely isolated, were heading south or south-east. Five, 
maybe ten, could be counted at once in the sky while there 
was still light enough to see. In the early morning hours they 
returned, and if it was late enough that there was light, you 
could often see a big Lancaster bomber travelling slowly with 
one, and sometimes two propellers missing, and you knew 
that it was just making it back. " 

"We had our worst experience in Normandy. A squadron 
of twenty-four flying fortresses came over in daylight and 
mistakenly released their entire bomb loads on this area of 
dense troop concentration. It was the most effective few 
minutes of complete devastation I have ever seen. I will not 
dwell on this scene except to say that we were called in to 
our troop headquarters because they had been knocked out 
of commission and we would be out of action for a couple 
of weeks. On parade the next morning the troop head
quarters, which normally had about thirty men, had seven 
on parade, eight dead and fourteen wounded. I think about 
three hundred were killed in that mistake. Only minutes after 
that raid another squadron of Fortresses arrived. Two Spit
fires went up to meet them and when they had released about 
three bombs, the Spits shot down a Fortress. I saw the crew 
bail out and the Fortress crash." 

"On New Year's Day 1945 we saw the first German jet 
planes. They made an attack on the bridge at Nijmegen. We 
were so amazed at these propellerless planes that we got out 
on the roof of a three storey building in Nijmegen so we 
could watch them. Some weeks later the first jet plane to 
be shot down was in our vicinity. We were living in a big 
farm house close to the Rhine River and we rode down the 
road on our borrowed bicycles to see the burning jet. There 
were probably a dozen of us, including some top Canadian 
Army brass because this had been the first jet downed by 
ack-ack fire and by a Canadian anti-aircraft regiment. Ger
mans were watching and they lambasted us with mortars. 
We lay in that ditch a good hour until they got tired of shell
ing before biking back to our farm house. " 

"Eventually we arrived in Oldenburg. This was a fine city 
which seemed to be free of war damage. We established our 
observation post in the steeple of a big cathedral situated 
on a square in the centre of the city. We took over a hotel 
across the square. The proprietor was completely co
operative and we were allotted two to a room. This was lux
ury!! However it was short-lived. Word came that night that 
we need not observe because the war in Europe was over. 
We were a little sad moving out of our nice hotel to join 
the regiment which would be billeted at the edge of town. 
We would become part of a regiment which would be un
employed and all the tedious, monotonous red tape would 
begin. Army life in an active war had certain advantages. 
Spirits were usually good, and frictions arising from living 
in close quarters were very rare. We soon learned who could 
do the jobs that were to be done and it was no disgrace to 
be afraid. I often think of an eager beaver sergeant that we 
had in England, a number one soldier. This chap was so 
frightened that he simply could not function . He went to 
his superior officer and turned in his stripes and took a job 
in regimental headquarters. He was not despised, but rather 
admired for having courage to realize that he could not do 
the job. 

In the army we made many friends, and when one is again 
a civilian and meets a member of his regiment it is much 
the same as meeting one f rom back home. " 
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MASSIE RED CROSS 1939-45 
During the war years Massie Women's Institute members 

were kept busy with Red Cross work - raising money, pack
ing boxes for community boys in the service both overseas 
and in Canada, and quilting. Quilts were pieced and quilted; 
one year twenty-four were completed. As an example of rais
ing money, a euchre, crokinole party and -dance were held 
in November 1941 - admission 10 cents, lunch of a hot dog 
and coffee 10 cents. There was also a sale of aprons and 
homemade candy. Members were divided into four gro11ps 
and took turns serving lunch at meetings as a 15-cent tea. 

Each boy going overseas was given two pairs of service 
socks and a sleeveless sweater. Cigarettes or candy were sent 
at intervals during the year to the boys overseas in addition 
to a box at Christmas. At the end of the war, this work was 
discontinued and the members functioned again strictly as 
a Women's Institute. 

MOGGIE RED CROSS 
In the winter of 1940 the Second World War was well on 

its way. Some ladies from Moggie worked with the Williams
ford group but so much interest was shown it was decided 
to form a Moggie Red Cross. 

At the beginning, one quilt a month was pieced and 
quilted for the bombed-out families of England. Miss Jessie 
McIntosh looked after sending bales and quilts. She also 
bought supplies and materials. In a few months the member
ship grew enough so that two quilts were made each month . 
Boxes of treats and supplies were packed and sent regularly 
to the boys overseas. After the war was over the group 
disbanded, but they missed their get-togethers and so a 
Women' s Institute was organized . 

STRATHA VEN RED CROSS 
During the war years 1942 - 1945 a Red Cross group was 

formed under the auspices of the Strathaven Baptist W .A. 
Yarn was dist ributed and many of the women of the com
munity busied themselves knitting articles for overseas. 
Quiltings-and afternoon teas were held in the homes and 
the church basement. Bingos, concerts and card parties 
raised money for the Red Cross. Boxes and treats were sent 
to the boys from the area who were overseas. When the 
group disbanded, an ice cream social was held in the church 
basement. 

THE GREY ROOMS 
During the First World War the "Grey Rooms" were 

located on a quiet street in London, England and displayed 
a welcome sign, "The Canadian Greys' Rooms". Shortly 
after the 147th . Grey County Battalion wen t overseas Mrs. 
Christopher Eaton of Owen Sound, arrived in London and 
at her own expense opened the Grey Rooms. She was aided 
by two former Owen Sounders, Mrs. Boulter and Mrs_ Ball, 
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formerly Helen and Isabel Wilcox who were living in Lon
don . These ladies were nieces of John Wilson of Conces
sion 2, Holland. They loaned furniture and other equipment 
to Mrs . Eaton . Shortly afterwards they were joined by Mrs. 
Richard Howey who had gone to England to be near her 
husband, Dr. Richard Howey, who was on the medical staff 
of a London hospital. Dr. Howey had grown up in the 
Massie area of Holland, being the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Howey. 

The Grey Rooms were a haven for Grey County men. 
Everyone who came was asked to register. The rooms were 
comfortable and cheery, almost like a family gathering 
place, open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. A light luncheon was pro
vided at noon and at 4:30 p .m. an excellent tea was served_ 
This food was a real treat. Families at home sent parcels 
of food when they learned of the work that these women 
were doing . The Rooms also became an information cen
tre. Casualty lists were scanned for the names of Grey men 
and inquiries directed to the Red Cross. This work was car
ried on until the end of the war. Mrs. Eaton and Mrs. Howey 
received a civic reception on returning to Owen Sound. 

Sergeant Mac Dixon 

SHERMAN TANK MEMORIAL 
Mac Dixon was a Sergeant with the 1st. Hussar Tank 

Corps. 

During the invasion of Normandy on D. Day, Sgt. Dixon 
lost his tank between the landing barge and the shores of 
France_ 

The Sherman Tank was designed with a special canvas 
coveri ng that kept it afloat and it was driven ashore by a 
small propellor on the back. When the tank landed the 
floatation system was blown off. 

These tanks were one of the secret weapons used on D. 
Day. Sgt. Dixon managed to swim ashore after his vehicle 
went down. Three of his comrades were rescued and taken 
back to England and one was lost. 

The tank was found in 1970 in the channel and is erected 
as a Memorial in France_ 



Papers found in the tank identifi ed it as the one operated 
by Sgt. Dixon. The tank has been restored and three of the 
fo ur persons rescued are living in Canada - two in Ontario 
and one in B. C. The whereabouts of the fourth man is 
un known. 

Mac Dixon; formerly of Walter's Falls, travelled to France 
fo r the dedication and Memorial Service in the summer of 
197 1. 

ARNOTT RED CROSS 
All Red Cross activities for Arnott were carried out under 

the sponsorship of the Arnott Women's Institute. It began 
in 1940 when Mrs. S.H . Breese gave a detailed talk on Red 
Cross work to the Arnott W . l. Jn February of that year the 
fi rst Red Cross work was started. 

Jn October, the Institute sent jam to Britain . During the 
year 1942 all meetings were taken over by quilting quilts for 
the Red Cross . On October 23 / 42 Massie and Arnott 
branches presented a concert in Chatsworth to raise money. 
Boxes were sent overseas that month to Gray Gardiner, Mur
ray McKay and Frank Powell. 

In August, 1944, a Red Cross Auction Sale was held in 
Chatsworth with Arnott and Massie branches again join
ing together, each member to donate one article and one 
pie . A quilt was also auctioned at this sale. 

Jn February, 1944, boxes were sent to two boys in camp 
- Allan Mclnnis and Jack McComb . Jn November of that 
same year four more boxes were sent to boys overseas . 

By October, 1945 , it was decided no more Red Cross col
lections were necessary. Jn April, 1946, all Red Cross work 
was completed. 
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M. •W.H 

This wooden tower located on Concession 3, Lot 12, 
Holland Township was one of a number of geodetic survey 
towers erected to establish survey triangulation stations. 
Because it was built during the First World War most peo
ple assumed it was connected in some way with the Army 
but in fact had nothing to do with the Army. The tower was 
147 feet high. On Lot 11, Concession 3, is located a reference 
monument to which was affixed a plate showing a control 
point number. This monument is 20 feet south of the Spey 
River where it crosses Concession 2 & 3. On a clear day it 
was possible to see the water in the bay at Collingwood and 
Owen Sound from the top of this tower. When the tower 
became unsafe it was dismantled by Lyall Mclnnis and Bert 
Pearce in 1959. 
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Myrtle Cameron, grand-daughter of first Holland Township Warden 1904 - 1909 (Note style of carriage) 

Courtesy of Mrs. F. Bobzener 

Threshing in Holland Tonnship around 1890 
( I " \\tl!!ll "\.11 
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When the Paths were very Rough 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 
Loving care, faith and patience were the means of hope 

for recovery from the dreaded contagious diseases of small
pox, scarlet fever, diptheria, and red measles . Two children 
died a week apart from diptheria whose parents were Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Subject on lot 51, concession 2, in the late 
1800's. The dates on the tombstones in the cemeteries reveal 
many of these sad happenings. 

When an outbreak occurred in the home, the patient and 
a member of the family were isolated in a room, a sheet 
soaked in disinfectant, usually carbolic acid in water, was 
hung over the door. As soon as one of these diseases was 
detected, the Medical Health Officer came and put a sign 
on the house putting it under quarantine for the duration 
of the illness. If another member of the family contracted 
the disease the quarantine was extended. The time of quaran
tine for diptheria was six weeks. 

After the quarantine ended the Medical Health Officer 
returned and fumigated the house and contents. Sulphur was 
put on hot coals, and produced such a terrible odour it was 
relied on to kill the germs. Since the use of vaccines, these 
dreaded diseases are seldom experienced today. 

During the quarantine no one was allowed to enter the 
house, and no one from the house could make contact with 
anyone outside. If help were needed in the barn and neigh
bours could not accommodate them, they had to reside in 
the barn . Neighbours brought in supplies and left them near 
the house to be picked up by the quarantined family . 

PIONEER HAZARDS 
Williamsford: On Saturday last a son of Mr. McCann was 

kicked in the thigh by a horse. 

Same day Mr. George Stanley was putting an addition 
to his barn, on ~urning one of the logs the man at the cor
ner struck his axe into the log intending to help to turn it, 
in doing it he cut Mr. Stanley's fore finger clean off above 
the upper joint, and the second finger was also cut to the 
bone. How the thumb, in fact the whole hand, escaped, is 
a miracle. Dr. Danard, who had just returned from Mr. 
McCann's, hurried to the spot and dressed the wound. 

John Douglas Jr. cut his leg with the axe while hewing. 

A son of Mr. Rossman's managed to cut two toes off his 
younger brother's foot - Mr. Rossman is rather unfor
tunate. One of his daughters a few days ago while amusing 
herself with her school mates fell and broke her leg. 

Ephriam Page, a brother of the young man who cut Mr . 
Stanley, had an ear cut off in the chopping bush. A rather 
close shave. 

From the Owen Sound Advertiser to the Markda/e Stan
dard April 15, 1881. 

263 



SHOCKING DEATH 
Holland Centre: Shocking death - Mrs. Thomas Boyd, 

Holland Township, about six miles from here, came to her 
death on Monday evening the 23rd inst., in a most heart
rending manner. She started a little fire in front of the house 
in order to drive the misquitoes (sic) away with the smoke . 
It appears her dress caught fire, and she being very feeble 
(being 79 years of age) was unable to make sufficient exer
tion to extinguish the fire and perished before assistance 
came. Her husband was not more than half an hour from 
the house and when he returned found to his horror his wife 
quite dead. 

Markdale Standard May 27, 1881 Vo/ 1 No 37 

BIRTHS 
DECEMBER 1883 

WILLIAMSFORD STATION (HOLLAND CENTRE) 
Our population is on the incre2se, two of our respected 

citizens were the recipients of a Christmas present each 
Mr. S. Watson a daughter, and Mr. J.L. Patterson likewise. 

FARMERS BEW ARE (1883) 
Petty swindlers are now working up the rural district with 

a little game described thus - An agent will visit a house 
and exhibit a wonderful powder, ask for a loan of a lamp, 
and place a pinch of the stuff in the oil, he will dip a lighted 
match into the fluid. The match will be extinguished as if 
dipped in water. The wonderful stuff is nothing but com
mon salt, colored blue with ultramarine. As the vapour of 
the oil is what burns, and not-the oil, the agent experiences 
no difficulty in playing the artful trick. The swindler claims 
that the powder is especially adapted, for preventing lamp 
explosions, and insures against the breaking of lamp chim
neys. 

Markda/e Standard 

FIRE -THEFT 
FEBRUARY - 1884 

A fire broke out in the hardware store and dwelling of 
S. Watson , Wednesday noon. It started in a defective chim
ney, but was soon brought under control. Considerable 
damage was done to the dwelling and furniture . To add to 
the misfortune $12.00 was stolen from a bureau drawer, 
which was carried outside. The person who did it would do 
anything. 

Markdale Standard 

TORONTO FULL OF DESPERADOES 
MR. HENRY ORTO OF WALTER'S FALLS, 
WAYLAID, KNOCKED DOWN AND ROBBED 

Mr. Henry Norton of Walter's Falls, catt le dealer, was 
walking along Strachan Avenue in Toronto, when he was 
attacked by six desperate highwaymen . The men knocked 

264 

Norton down and commenced to rifle his pockets. Mr. Nor
ton fought as only a man from Walter's Falls knows how 
to fight, but six men were too many for him . 

He had his eye blackened during the encounter and was 
also terribly bruised, his mouth and cheek being badly cut. 

Mr. Norton had just finished loading cattle at the Western 
Market and was returning to his hotel when held up . 

The highwaymen got away with a pocketbook contain
ing $52.00 but fortunately for Mr. Norton they missed 
$525 .00 which he carried in the inside pocket of his coat. 

Markdale Standard, November 16, 1890 

A BOY DISAPPEARS 
The first settler on 50 acres of land just south of Chats

worth was a man named Pearce. He put up a log shanty, 
cleared some of the land and called the place home. He and 
the members of the family planned an entrance of dignity 
and beauty for their property, and a young lad of the fami
ly chose two particularly well-shaped and promising young 
trees that grew on the banks of the Spey River which ran 
through the Conger farm. He planted the trees , placing them 
well apart to form a broad entrance for the farm home they 
visualized for the future . 

Some say the boy went back into the woods to transplant 
more trees for the home place; others say he went to bring 
in the cows, that he might have wandered dangerously far 
because there were no fences in those days . But the lad never 
came home. He was never seen again by his people nor was 
any clue to his fate uncovered . Only the trees he planted 
remained to grow. 

KILLED IN A STORM 
Life was full of uncertainties and risks in the early days, 

and many of the settlers died through accident or lack of 
adequate medical attention. Joe Dobie who was born in 
I 850, and his brother, Jim, recalled picking raspberries in 
the swamp on the Holland side of the Garafraxa and hear
ing the cry of wolves near at hand. The brothers dropped 
their berry pails and headed home. Lambs and even cattle 
were frequently destroyed by wolves. 

Mr. Dobie recalled the death of a farmer who was leading 
a horse. A severe electric storm came up, and he took refuge 
in a nearby barn. The building was struck by lightning, and 
the horse was killed. In falling, it struck the owner and he 
died beneath its weight. 

DEATH OF RICHARD GREEN, SR. 
The community was start led last Saturday noon when the 

sad intelligence was brought to the village by Mr. Wickham 
mail carrier, that Mr. Richard Green, Sr., had suddenly 
dropped dead whi le getting into his cutter at Bolton's Hill. 



Mr. Green has not been in good health since he had la grippe 
last Spring, tho'. nothing serious was anticipated and es
pecially upon Saturday, as he had been improving and said 
he felt better that morning than he had for a long time. He 
and his daughter Mary started with the horse and cutter to 
visit Mrs. Thompson (Ellen) another daughter living in 
Massie, and met Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Thomas just this side 
of Bolton's Hill. In reply to Mr. Jos. Thomas enquiry after 
his health , Mr. Green said he felt real well, yet a few minutes 
afterwards he was in the embrace of death. As the deceased 
man and his daughter were driving up Bolton's Hill the hame 
strap came unfastened and they got out of the cutter to fix 
it and when Mr. Green was about getting in again he told 
his daughter that he was taking another of his bad spells 
and as Mr . Wickham came up Mary asked him to help her 
father into the cutter, but before he could get her father into 
the rig the old gentleman had passed away in Mr. Wickham's 
arms. He was taken into Mr. Bolton's and messengers dis
patched for medical aid and to notify the members of the 
family who were soon in attendance and his remains con
veyed to the home he had left only a few hours before in 
fair health and good spirits. 

The deceased was born in Queens Co., Ireland in 1818 
and came to this country in 1843, first settling near the 
Sauble where he was married two years later to Miss Martha 
McCauley. He then moved into the neighbourhood where 
his sons now reside, on the 2nd of Holland, where he hewed 
out a home for himself in the wilderness and cleared and 
built on 300 acres which his sons now occupy. He was a 
member of the council for 23 years and was one of the most 
enterprising of settlers the township possessed, being for
most in all work for the advancement of the section . When 
he had succeeded in securing the comfort of his family, he 
removed to Chatsworth eleven years ago where he has re
sided ever since, enjoying the confidence and respect of all 
his old acquaintances and many new ones. He was the father 
of fourteen children, eleven of whom are still living - two 
sons and nine daughters, all of whom are married except 
the two younger. Deceased was connected with the Metho
dist church for over 35 years during much of which time 
he was an official member. At the time of his death he was 
73 years of age and the respect in which he was held was 
indicated by the immense number of people who followed 
him to the grave yesterday, the procession containing about 
140 vehicles. His family have the sincere sympathy of the 
public in their sudden and sad bereavement. 

The News Chatsworth January 28, 1891. 

THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF CLARA LOUISE SPEARS 

OF MOGGIE 
Five-year-old Clara Louise Spears asked to ride to the 

back of the farm on the stone boat, with her father and 
brother Herb one warm October day about 1896. In the mid
dle of the afternoon her father told her to go to the house 
and put on her shoes as she was barefoot. She never reached 

home. Her father thought her at the house, and her mother 
thought her with the men. 

A search by hundreds of people began and it went on day 
and night for weeks. Night after night the lanterns could 
be seen everywhere as the search went on for little Clara, 
but she was never found . 

RABIES 
About the year 1890 there was a bad outbreak of rabies 

at Moggie. Mr. John Cowling came in contact with a rabid 
dog. After being bitten he contracted the disease and had 
a very tragic death . 

KILLED BY FALLING TREE 
On July 11, 1888 a terrible wind storm that did tremen

dous damage all over the country and on the lakes , struck 
this district of Walter's Falls. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Heighes 
were driving to the village with a team and Democrat when 
a big tree was blown down by the wind and fell across the 
vehicle, killing Mrs. Heighes. Mr. Heighes had his leg broken 
in two places. 

Sun Times 1935, Mrs. Ward's History 

A SEVERE ATTACK OF ULCERS 
Mr. George Young, son of,Mrs . Thomas Young died at 

his mother 's on Sunday forenoon ab.out 9:30 o'clock. The 
deceased was 33 years old and a h'ard workjng young man . 
By getting over-heated, it brought on ulcers which spread 
all through his system. He had lived near Manitawaning for 
some time but came down in summer to get better medical 
attendance (sic). He first tried the Toronto hospital, but 
received very little benefit. He then came home to his 
mother's on the 10th line Holland , but grew gradually worse 
until Sunday when he passed away. 

He leaves a wife, and 4 small children to mourn his loss. 

Markda/e Standard, November 30, 1899. 

HOW TO KILL PIGS 
There is very little attention in our burg (Walter's Falls) 

at present about which is the proper way to kill pigs. Not 
long ago Mayor Shunk was killing a pig and some persons 
found fault with him because he knocked it in the head with 
an axe after stabbing it. Now Chief Shepherdson undertook 
to kill one of his tamerack's (sic) a few days ago, but he 
first knocked it in the head with the axe and then stabbed 
it. His Lordship rules that that is stabbing a dead pig and 
he was up held in his views by most of those listening to 
the discussion. 

Markda/e Standard, December 14, 1899. 
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THE BARN RAISING 
Erwin P. and Sophia Saunders Hamill had farmed for 

twelve years on the family farm just west of Walter's Falls. 
However the farm was not large and Erwin's family was 
growing. Therefore in the spring of 1909 when the William 
Hewitt farm on the sixth line of Holland was offered for 
sale, the Hamills were pleased to move with their family of 
four girls, Mabel, Ethel, Mae and Gertie, and small son 
Percy, to their new farm a mile south of the village of 
Massie. 

I 909 was a good year for Erwin Hamill. The shorthorn 
cattle, pigs and hens made good returns, and with the 
garden, orchard and bee-yard, they provided a good living 
for the family. At 33 years of age, Erwin was an ambitious 
and methodical worker, and with the help of a hired man, 
usually a teen-ager through the summer, he felt he was really 
getting ahead. 

The following year disaster came to the farm. In early July 
during a thunderstorm, lightning struck the barn. Knowing 
what had happened Erwin rushed to the barn to ascertain 
the damage. To his dismay he found curls of smoke rising 
from spots in the haymow. Thinking the damage would be 
slight, he climbed into the mow and attempted to stamp out 
the flames which began appearing here and there. He soon 
realized he had to get out of the barn and look after his 
calves and pigs in the stable. Neighbours, James Howey, 
James Seabrook, Harvey Taylor, Nelson Perdue, Henry 
Page and William Foster , heard the lightning strike and 
quickly converged on the Hamill farm , but it was evident 
nothing could be done and the barn burned to the ground . 

The fright among the Hamill children was never forgot
ten. They watched as the stock in the stable were chased 
away from the building. The commotion in the hen-house 
in the corner of the barn, where they liked to gather the eggs, 
still lives in their memory. As the windows blew out, so did 
the hens but they were dead as they fell to the ground. The 
mountain of flames where the barn stood, was a horrifying 
sight to the children and the cause of nig,htmares for weeks 
to come. 

With his barn gone, Erwin had no alternative. A new 
structure had to be built as soon as possible. The tremen
dous work of cleaning up the charred rubble in and around 
the foundation was speeded up by the neighbours who came 
gladly to assist. Erwin and Sophia often spoke of their 
wonderful neighbours who eased the work load of that sum
mer. The foundation was repaired and with some further 
work over the years, remains intact. 

William Lueck of Williams ford was the framer that Erwin 
hired . He operated a saw-mill on the second of Holland and 
with some help from his brother Fred, framed barns. Taking 
the measurements of the foundation for the barn and the 
shed, William was able to strike a li st of materials needed. 
The barn was sixty-eiglit feet by fifty feet, needing four 
bents. The shed was on the west, sixty-eight feet by twenty
four feet, extending the barn floor to a straw shed, with the 
hen-house again in the south-west end of the shed. The barn 
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roof extended over the shed and there would be one more 
low bent. 

The big timbers for sills, plates, and posts were taken from 
James Howey's bush close by, and were squared by hand. 
Teams of horses and men appeared each day to work in the 
bush , although bush work was always considered a winter 
work. According to Mr. Lueck's orders , all timbers were 
cut to exact measurements, after which tenons were shaped 
on the ends where required, and mortices cut out carefully 
to receive the tenons. Each ·joint had to fit perfectly to pre
vent delays or confusion on raising day. 

Other teams of men were preparing the smaller timbers, 
rafters , braces and lumber for sheathing and barn-siding all 
of which were cut in the Massie mill. Dozens of wooden pins 
were fashioned by hand to lock the timbers together. 
Ellsworth Seabrook,the sixteen-year old neighbour boy who 
was working for the Hamills that summer, said it was a 
wonderful experience for him, getting the barn built. They 
did it in seven weeks and besides all the man-hours of 
preparation, more than eighty men came to the raising. 
Christie Hamill and his two sons, Tom and James, offered 
invaluable help. 

Sophia Hamill and her neighbour women played a ma
jor role during these weeks of work. As well as the five 
children all under twelve, mentioned earlier, a new baby, 
Evelyn was just three months old. Sophia's sisters, Sarah, 
and Mae Sutherland, Melissa McLauchlan, and Vina 
Saunders were a big help, though all had small children of 
their own. A long table was built of planks on the shaded 
lawn, and each day meals were served there for the men. 
With wood-stoves and cellar refrigeration, vegetables and 
meat were cooked and pies and cakes baked daily. It took 
careful planning to keep ample supplies ahead. Neighbour 
women also helped arriving with baskets of baking and 
pitching in for meal preparation and clean-up. 

In spite of steady work and summer heat, there was always 
an air of gaiety among both the men and women. It was 
an opportunity for them to enjoy fellowship and exchange 
neighbourly news. 

At last all was in readiness for the barn-raising. The bents 
were assembled and lying in place. Beams, braces and pins 
were at hand. Rope coils were lying all over the place, more 
being brought in just for the day. Men came from miles 
around, and everyone was made welcome. Two teams were 
formed, each team taking one side of the barn, and there 
would be a race to see which team could finish the last rafter 
first. Ropes were used to steady the bents as each one was 
raised by the men's pike poles. Some men rode up on the 
bent, prepared to fasten the joining beams as they were 
raised. Work progressed smoothly to the sounds of the 
foremen's "Yo-heave!", and the hammering of the pins. 
Then followed the race to the loaded supper tables which 
the women had ready for the nearly one hundred men. 

It took more days to complete the siding and shingling 
and then a board was fixed in the north peak of the barn 
bearing the date, 1910. Erwin Hamill and William Lueck 
were justifiably proud of their efforts. 



Two sons were born to Erwin and Sophia, in the years 
following the fire, Carman and Alvin. Carman has never 
Jived off the farm and with his wife Ruth , has raised a family 
of four sons , Jim , Stewart , Bruce and Ted, and two 
daughters, Doreen and Mary Jean . It is a coincideoce that 
Ruth heard stories of this barn-raising as a child in her farm 
home at Wiarton. Ruth's mother was Margaret Taylor and 
in 1910 she was boarding with her brother Harvey Taylor, 
across the road from the Hamills, and teaching in the Ma ie 
school. Margaret Taylor Shier could tell about the Hamill 
barn fire and she was one of the women helping beforehand 
and also the day of the raising. It was only a few weeks later 
in September that Margaret Taylor was in the Massie School 
when the George Robson barn below the hill at Massie , was 
struck with lightning and burned . That strike was so close 
to the school, the noise of the report terrified all the children 
some becoming quite hysterical. Miss Taylor spent the next 
hour or so coping with the excited children. 

That was a summer to be remembered in the Massie com
munity, for with the Hamill barn just barely completed, the 
men and women turned their efforts toward rebuilding the 
Robson barn. 

RIDING ACCIDENT 
On the brow of the hill on Lot 26 Concession 2 E.T.S.R., 

there was at one time a small cemetery known as Hillhede. 
It was originally enclosed in a white picket fence. At least 
two people were buried there . One was a man by the name 
of McLeod . He had spent the evening at a tavern at Arnott 
and while proceeding home on horseback, the horse stum
bled and Mr. McLeod was thrown over the horse's head and 
fell to the road , breaking his neck . 

TAX MONEY 
At one time Michael Howey was Tax Collector for Hol

land Township. After spending a day collecting taxes, one 
of his cows ate the tax money. 

EXPLOSION 
On Oct. 28, 1924 Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Woods Sr. of 

Williamsford received the sad news that their eldest on, 
Nathan Jr. , had been killed in an explosion . He wa em
ployed by Samuel Oliver, owner of the stone quarry in Owen 
Sound. Mr. Oli ver, Nathan and an uncle of Nathan ' pre
pared a blast to be set off at noon when the other men were 
away to lunch . 

After the fuse was lit and the required time elapsed, the 
explosion did not occur. The three men returned to check 
the failure and as they came near, the delayed explosion went 
off. All three lost their ·lives. athan would have been 18 
years old nine days later. Nathan had five brothers, William, 
George, Cameron, Kenneth, and Harvey and two sisters 
Hannah (Mrs. Schuknecht), and Hester. 

STEAM ENGINE EXPLODES 
On September 16, 1927 , Bob Hogg, a local thresher, was 

moving his steam engine into the barn on his homeplace, 
Lot 11 , Conce ion 2 EGR, Holland Township, where he 
lived with his Dad and Mother, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hogg Sr. 
A blow-off valve failed to open and the pressure of the steam 
caused the steam engine to explode. Parts of the firebox were 
thrown fifty feet in the air and the front wheels were blown 
off. The engine was destroyed. 

More tragically, Bob was severely scalded from the steam. 
Dr . MacKinnon Phillips came to the farm and attended to 
his needs. Bob did not go to hospital , but still carries cars 
of this accident on his body today. 

Later Bob married Tena Mccorkindale, a teacher at 
S.S. #1 , Holland School. They had two sons, Henry Hugh 
and Robert Jr. Tena passed away on May 22, 1958. 

Bob Hogg, age 96 resides in the Chatsworth Nur ing 
Home. 

DANGER AT THE MILL 
July 6, I 931 was a warm day and a good number of 

children had come to the Menary Mill pond in Walter' s Falls 
for an evening dip . One swimmer, Tom Artley, a summer 
visitor in the village from Toronto got into trouble and was 
going down for the second time. Margaret and Walter Dix
on, aged 11 and 12, brought the young man safely to shore. 

A lady onlooker, Mrs. James Laurie, wife of the United 
Church minister, noticed the rescue and sent the names of 
the rescuers to the Royal Canadian Association and in due 
time they were presented with certificates for life saving. At 
a function in the Community Hall the children were called 
up to receive their certificates, presented by the Warden of 
Grey County, Robert White of St. Vincent. 

One drowning did occur at the mill pond . In 1885 a 
William Norton lost his life on July 12 the day the Orange
men held their celebrations. William and Eliza McQuaker 
also lost a son age three. John Henry drowned in the 
slushway at the saw mill. The McQuakers had a double 
tragedy when they lost a second son at the saw mill where 
the father worked. Andrew William was school age and was 
in the mill when he was told to "Be off to school , lad". 
As he stepped on an idle belt his weight put the belt in mo
tion and he was carried into the pulley and died hortly 
afterwards. 

A near accident happened in the Feed Mill in the l 920's 
whi le Andrew Menary owned and operated the Feed Mill . 
Hi little daughter Jean wa ent to the mill with a written 
note to her father from her mother, and when she entered 
the mill a grist wa sitting ready for a farmer to pick up at 
the door. Tho e bags for ome reason fell over on the litt le 
girl, pinning her to the floor. Her father noticed that the 
gri t had fallen over and noticed at the same time the tail 
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end of the little one's plaid coat. She still held tightly to the 
note in her hand when she was finally rescued . Under the 
doctor's care she recovered. A new method of communica
tion from house to mill was put into effect by Mr. Menary. 
Jean is a Meaford resident, Mrs. Ed. Shortt. 

MASSIE DISASTER 
On October 28th, 1947, the community of Massie was 

shocked by the sudden death of 13-year-old William Edward 
(Ted) Rice as a result of burns received the previous even
ing when gasoline ignited. Ted was a son of George Rice, 
the operator of the blacksmith shop and his wife, Jessie . 
He was born at Massie in May, 1934, and was popular with 
young and old alike. He was a student at Chatsworth Con
tinuation School and a talented musician . 

Ted was pouring gasoline into the tank of a car and it 
is believed that a coal oil lantern which was nearby, ignited 
the fumes. He was wreathed in flames and rolled into a near
by millpond in an effort to extinguish them. His brother, 
Gilbert, pulled him from the pond and he walked the one 
hundred yards to his home. He was taken to Chatsworth 
for medical attention then rushed to Owen Sound General 
and Marine Hospital where he passed away the following 
evening. His death was believed to have been caused by in
haling the flaming gasoline, rather than the burns on his 
body. 

Ted was survived by his parents, three brothers, Gilbert, 
Brian and Jack and two sisters, Lois and Yvonne. 

FATAL FIRE AT HARK.AWAY 
One of the most appalling and distressing fires that oc

curred in this community, took place in the early hours of 
one Saturday morning in June of 1918 when the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lyons, Harkaway, was completely 
destroyed by fire. Mr. and Mrs. Lyons, son, Lawrence 
Albert, age 9 years, Miss Effie Neely, age 13 years, only 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Neely, Markdale, and 
Aldis Elwood McLaughlin, age 4 years, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald McLaughlin of Owen Sound, all lost their lives in 
the fire. The community as a whole seemed paralyzed with 
horror and it seemed quite impossible to realize that such 
a dreadful catastrophe could happen in their midst. 

How the fire occurred and whether the occupants of the 
house had time to save themselves, or even made an attempt 
to save their lives, were never known. William and Wes 
Johnston, neighbours, said they observed the fire about one 
o'clock and when they arrived at the scene they found the 
woodshed and kitchen were a complete mass of flames, both 
inside and out. Making their way to the side entrance of the 
house, they broke open the door, and called repeatedly. Fail
ing to receive a response; they broke open the front door 
and again made every endeavor to find out if there was 
anyone in the house, but failed to get an answer. Concluding 
that they had gone to some of the neighbours, they 

withdrew. There was a strong wind blowing and very soon 
the house was beyond saving. The gathering of neighbours 
and the absence of any information regarding the unfor
tunate inhabitants of the house, brought home to the terror
stricken friends and neighbours that an appalling tragedy 
had happened in their midst. As soon as conditions per
mitted, a careful and diligent search of the ruins confirmed 
their staggering suspicion. 

The bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Lyons and Miss Effie Neely 
were discovered in a most dreadful, charred condition; also 
the bodies of the two little boys were discovered near where 
the mother and father were found. All of the bodies gave 
indication of the fierceness of the fire. Heart-rending scenes 
were witnessed and strong men swayed with profound grief. 

The Markdale Standard of June 13, 1918, commented 
"This is the most distressing catastrophe that has ever over
taken our community, and it will be a long while before we 
can get back to our normal condition." 

An inquest was held, presided over by Coroner Bibby, 
the jury-men being Messrs: A. Eagles, John Graham, J .H. 
Richardson, J.W. Doubleday, D.L. Binns, Jas. Rodman, 
Albert Rusk, Jos Hawkins, and D.R. Bradley. After review
ing the remains, they adjourned until Saturday, June 15, 
at 10 a.m. 

When the remains of Mr. and Mrs. Lyons, their son, and 
Master Aldis McLaughlin were laid to rest a short service 
was held at the home of deceased's mother, Mrs. Lyons, 
and was conducted by Rev. Mr. Wakefield, assisted by Rev . 
Mr. Gunton, Evangelist, Toronto. Afterwards, in the 
church, the regular funeral service took place. The Methodist 
church choir from Markdale led the Praise, while two ladies 
rendered solos. The choir gave an anthem and J .H. Dundas 
a solo. Rev. Mr. Wakefield touched upon the tragedy and 
spoke of the loss the neighbourhood had sustained through 
the death of the deceased, and exhorted those present to 
prepare to meet God. 

It was the largest funeral that had ever been known in 
the community. As many people gathered as could have 
filled the church twice over. Interment took place at 
Harkaway Cemetery. There were many floral tributes from 
friends and relatives . 

The funeral of Miss Effie Neely took place from the 
Presbyterian church. A short service was conducted at the 
house by Rev. J. Thurburn-Conn, assisted by Rev. Mr. 
Wakefield . The Church was decorated in black and white. 
It was distinctly observable where Effie sat in the Choir, her 
seat being draped , indicating the vacancy that her passing 
had left in the Psalmidy of God in that Church. The service 
was most impressive and its simplicity added to its grace and 
beauty. There was no attempt at any kind of show or style, 
but the force of the service was felt in tremendous sorrow. 
Effie's favorite hymn "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross" was 
the chief feature, and served as the subject of the short ad
dress delivered by the Minister, from which he showed the 



unfolding of the soul of their young sister and vivid impres
sion (young as she was) she had made on those to whom 
she looked for instruction and guidance. 

The funeral was a large one, the church being too small 
to accommodate anything like the number who would have 
wished to have taken part in the service. Interment took 
place at the Markdale Public Cemetery amid scenes of pro
found regret and sorrow. 

One distinct impressive effect upon the public was the ap
pearance of the High School girls, who flanked the casket 
that contained the remains of their schoolmate, from the 
home to the church and from the church to the cemetery. 

Markda/e Standard June 13, 1918 

FAMILY OF FIVE LOST LIVES 
IN FIRE NEAR BERKELEY 

The tragic death of the Cecil Foster family in January, 
1946, shocked and saddened the entire district. Fire which 
razed their small frame house caused the death of Cecil 
Foster, 31, his wife Cora, 29, and their three small children. 
The flames reduced their home and their household goods 
to ashes before neighbours could come to their rescue. 

The origin of the fire was a mystery. The reflection was 
noticed by several in town between 11 and l l :30 o'clock, 
but inquiries as to the cause could not at first be determined. 
Kenneth Burrell, a nephew of the Fosters, while walking 
home from Markdale about that time, saw the reflection 
and believed it to be in a hollow just beyond his home. While 
he was having something to eat, Mrs. Bert Burrell called the 
Foster home but got no answer. She did, however, succeed 
in raising an alarm. Bill Walker, one of the nearest neigh
bours of the Fosters, on hearing the phone ring, lifted the 
receiver to hear her say, "I hope it isn't Cecil's" . Mr. Walker 
climbed his windmill to try to locate the blaze, but the Foster 
home was hidden in a hollow behind his barn and nearly 
encircled by bush . Mr. Walker hurried through the fields 
and was the first to reach the Foster home which was then 
a mass of flames . Helpless to do anything, he hastened to 
the home of John Acheson and together they returned to 
the fire. Kenneth Burrell had arrived in the meantime, but 
by this time the walls had fallen in and it was burned nearly 
to the ground. Beside the house was the Foster car which 
was also consumed by flames. The night was clear with no 
wind so that the barn some few rods distant was untouched. 
By daylight about a dozen neighbours had been summoned 
to the scene of the tragedy, and began searching in the pile 
of rubble for the bodies of the five who had perished. 

The home was a small frame house without a foundation 
and situated a half-mile west of the Euphrasia-Holland 
townline, and about four miles south-east of Berkeley. It 
was quite old with a new woodshed that had been added 
a nd covered with cedar' shingles. Neighbours who were 
dumb founded with the suddenness of the tragedy said the 
house would burn like tinder, including the supply of dry 
wood which was kept on hand . 

The Foster home comprised one large room downstairs 
heated by two stoves, a range and a sheet metal heater, with 
pipes from the two stoves joined and leading into one 
chimney. There were two bedrooms upstairs where the 
family slept, and it was near the foot of the single stairway 
that the kitchen range stood. 

While no one will ever know the exact facts, it was thought 
the Foster family had been sound asleep and perished before 
they were aware of the fire. Although the location of the 
five bodies was not reasonable evidence of their position at 
the time of their death, it was supposed Mr. Foster may have 
got downstairs to try to force a way out the front door which 
had been boarded up for the winter. In another part of the 
ruins were found the bodies of Mrs. Foster with her arms 
around the youngest child of five months, and the remains 
of the other two children, Marie, age 8, and Betty, age 5, 
nearby. Sloping from the bedroom windows was the wood
shed roof, where the means of escape would have seemed 
the most logical. Whether they were overcome with smoke 
and could not use this means of escape, or whether they ever 
thought of it, of course, was only conjecture. 

Within the ruins was also found the body of Brownie, 
their pet collie, that usually kept a watchful eye as he slept 
under the children's bed . As it happened, the night of the 
fire the dog had been put in the woodshed where its barks 
may never have been heard. 

Coroner Dr. R .L. Carefoot was called to the scene and 
after conducting investigations attributed the cause of the 
death of an entire family to "death by suffocation." 
Throughout Friday morning, grim-faced neighbors helped 
in the search for the five bodies under the supervision of 
Constables J .R. Brown of Owen Sound and Harold Black 
of Flesherton . 

Among the charred ruins of all their household posses
sions were found the twisted frames of what had been the 
children's playthings. 

The Fosters were a happy family and well thought of in 
the community. They had worked hard and had just reached 
a measure of prosperity. It is thought that Mr. Foster had 
made his last payment on their farm, and they had been 
making plans for renovating their house. Besides the farm 
on which they lived, Mr. Foster had leased two nearby 
farms. Shortly before the fire he had gone to town for chop 
in the forenoon, and had taken his older girl to the dentist 
to have a tooth pulled, after which she had returned to 
school. It was after seven o'clock that the Acheson family 
had seen him returning home from taking a load of wood 
to town in the afternoon, and it was thought that after a 
full day' s work they had retired early and had slept sound
ly . The fire which wiped out this entire family overnight 
was thought to have been ca used by overheated stoves. 

Mr. Foster was survived by his parent s, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wes . Foster and a brother, Clarence of the east backline 
near Markdale, and a sister, Mrs. Harold Gillespie, of 
Berkeley district. Mrs. Foster, the former Cora Mathews, 
was survived by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Mathews 
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of Rocklyn, three sisters, Mrs. Bert Burrell on the townline 
north of Markdale, Mrs. Edgar Thompson of Glenelg, and 
Mrs. John Clark of Gelert, and three brothers, James of 
Berkeley, John V. of Burlington, Iowa, and Melvin of 
Harriston . 

Markda/e Standard, January 1946. 

BERKELEY FIRE CLAIMS SIX LIVES 
In one of the most dreadful tragedies ever to occur in the 

Markdale district, fire of unknown origin caused the deaths 
at Christmas, 1965 , of six persons in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John McLaughlin, highly esteemed residents of 
Berkeley. 

The McLaughlin family were entertaining members of 
their family in their home for the Christmas season. 

All that remained of the fire-destroyed, two-storey frame 
home was a tall chimney, mute evidence of the loss of a 
happy family gathered together for the joyous Christmas 
season. 

Five persons lost their lives in the fire, and the sixth, Mrs. 
John McLaughlin, who suffered severe burns, passed away 
shortly afterwards in the Centre Grey General Hospital. 

Members of the family group who lost their lives in the 
fire were: John McLaughlin, 64; Mrs. Adam Bailie, 84, 
mother of Mrs. McLaughlin (Joan), Mrs. John Raywood, 
24, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin, and the latter's 
two children, Anne Katherine Raywood, age about 2-1/2 
years, and Sharon Phyllis Raywood, eight months old. 

Beverley McLaughlin, 32, son of Mr. and Mrs. McLaugh
lin, escaping through a second storey bedroom window, 
raced for help to the home of neighbours, Mr. and Mrs . 
Dick Stafford. Immediately, they called the Markdale Fire 
Department. 

The fire was discovered by Phillip Walker, six-year old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Walker of R.R. #3 
Chatsworth, grandson of Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin, who 
had left his bed to go to the bathroom. He hurried to rouse 
his grandmother, Mrs. McLaughlin, who pushed the child 
to safety out the second-storey bedroom window. 

Mr. McLaughlin, also aroused, tried to save the members 
of the family group of four generations. 

Mrs. McLaughlin was unsuccessful in urging her mother, 
Mrs. Bailie, to jump out the window. Mrs. Bailie escaped 
from her bedroom but died in the upstairs hall. 

Although all the members of the family had been aroused, 
the fire claimed the lives of Mr. McLaughlin, his daughter, 
Mrs. Raywood, and her children, Anne Katherine, and 
Sharon. 

At the Centre Grey General Hospital, where Mrs. 
McLaughlin was rushed in an ambulance, officials termed 
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her condition, at first, as serious, but, later, it became 
critical. She passed away shortly afterwards. Mrs. McLaugh
lin had been the Berkeley correspondent for many years of 
the Markdale Standard. 

Beverley McLaughlin suffered from first degree burns to 
his face, arms, and neck, as well as extensive lung damage 
from the smoke and the hot gas. 

Philip Walker, age six years, in a dazed condition, was 
found in the McLaughlin family's car by the Markdale 
firemen, who took him to the Stafford home. Mrs. McLaugh
lin managed to get to the gate of their farm lane, where a 
car picked her up and took her to the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Stafford, from where she was brought to the local hospital. 

The Stafford family, as well as calling the Markdale Fire 
Department, also summoned a Markdale ambulance. 

Markdale's fire truck had a water tank with a capacity 
of 600 gallons; which was emptied in two minutes. The 
nearest water supply was five miles distance. Fire Chief 
Elmer Allen called for help from the Chatsworth Fire 
Department, and its fire truck made a quick response. The 
two fire trucks then alternated between the burning house 
and the distant water supply to keep the streams of water 
pouring on the fire. 

Philip Walker, aged six years, was treated for smoke in
halation and a chill at the Owen Sound Hospital. 

Mrs. Raywood's husband, a member of the Canadian 
Armed Forces, had been posted to Egypt with the United 
Nations peace force on the Gaza Strip and was flown home 
by the Canadian Army. 

Markda/e Standard, December 25, 1965. 

BLASTING STUMPS 
Ennis Shea was instantly killed when hit by debris while 

blasting stumps near Peabody on June 6, I 963. He was 
standing about 100 feet from where the blast occurred when 
he was struck with a large cedar block. Murray Watts was 
helping him but was not injured. 

Ennis Shea was an expert in dynamite blasting. He lived 
all his life on a farm on the second concession of Holland 
Township. He never married but had three brothers: 
Donald, Archie and Tom and a sister Mary Ellen. He was 
the son of William and Joanne Shea. 

FATAL BERKELEY FIRE 
In September of 1976, the residents of Berkeley were 

shocked to hear of the death of Randy Gibbons and his seven 
month old daughter, Jennifer, in a fire which destroyed their 
Berkeley home. Mrs. Gibbons was at work. It is believed 
that faulty wiring caused the fire. 

Several local residents tried to gain entry but were forced 
back by the dense smoke. 
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Wedding of Mae Winterburn and Charles Holley June 15, 1915 at the farm of John Winterburn Second Line of Holland Township. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Ella Hys lop, Markdale 
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People Who Walked the Paths 
I AM WELL THANK YOU 

There is nothing the matter with me 
I'm as healthy as can be 
I have arthritis in both my knees 
And when I talk I talk with a wheese 
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin 
But I'm awful well for the shape I'm in. 

Arch supports I have for my feel 
Or I wouldn 'I be able to be on the street 
Sleep is denied me night after night 
But every morning I feel all right. 

My memory's failing, my heads in a spin 
But I 'm awful well for the shape I'm in. 

The moral of this tale, as it unfolds 
Is for you and me, when we're getting old 
It's better to say "I'm fine" with a grin 
Than to let folks know the shape we are in. 

How do I know that' my youth is spent 
Well my get up and go has got up and went 
But I am glad when I think with a grin 
OJ all the swell places my get up has been. 

Old age is golden, I've heard it said 
But I often wonder when I'm getting into bed 
With my ears in the drawer, and my teeth in a cup 
And my eyes on the table until I wake up. 

'Ere sleep comes to me I say to myself 
Was there anything else, I should have put on that shelf. 

When I was young, my slippers were red 
I could kick my heels right over my head 
When I grew older my slippers were blue 
But I could still dance the whole night through. 

Now I am old, my slippers are black 
I walk to the store and puff my way back. 
I pick up the paper and look at the obits. 
If my name is not mentioned I know I am not dead 
So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed. 



I~ 

REV. GEORGE BEIRNES 
Rev. George Beirnes was born at Moggie in 1884, the son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Beirnes. He received his public 
school education at Moggie School. He was ordained into 
the ministry of the Pilgrims' Church in 1906. In 1911 he mar
ried Marie Sandaahl. In 1912 they went to British Guiana 
in the West Indies, where they served as missionaries for eight 
years. On return to America they served in Winnipeg, Moose 
Jaw and Kentucky. They returned to Grey County in 1938. 
Rev . Beirnes retired because of failing health. They had a 
fami ly of nine children. 

REV. FRANCIS WILLIAM BEIRNES 
Rev. Francis William Beirnes was born January 12, 1890, 

the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Beirnes of Moggie. On 
January 1, 1912 he married Eleanor May Aiken in Marlette, 
Michigan. They both attended Pilgrim Bible College of 
Owassa, Michigan . 

They went to the West Indies in 1915 and served in Bar
badoes where most of their six children were born. He served 
three years as Superintendent of the Holiness Pilgrims. He 
and his family returned to the West Indies for a second term, 
returning to Canada in 1925. 

REV. AND MRS. 
HORACE BRADEN 

Horace Braden, Pastor of Holland Centre United Church 
from January, 1948 until July l, 1950, married Constance 
Isobel McMullen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
McMullen. 

Rev. and Mrs. Braden served in Africa under the Sudan 
Interior Mission. They went to Ethiopia in December, 1950 
and remained until June 1955. Then followed a year of fur
lough and a year of deputation work in Canada for the Mis
sion. They went to Ethiopia again in 1958 and returned in 
1959. They did three types of work while on the Mission 
field - a) radio work, b) working with the Ethiopian 
church, and c) Horace was principal of a boarding school 
(Gr. I - 8) run by the Mission. At this time education was 
in its infancy in Ethiopia and Connie had children and young 
people from eight to seventeen years in her Grade One Class 
some of whom walked miles in their bare feet to school. 
Their two daughters were born in Ethiopia . 

274 

MRS. STEPHEN 
H. BREESE 

Born Alice Maud Wilson, June 11, 1875, on Lot 8, Conces
sion 3 of Holland Township, she was the daughter of John A. 
Wilson and Susan Lytle. She was a painter of considerable 
ability, and a writer of both prose and poetry. Her articles 
were published in various magazines, and when she was in 
her 80th year she published a collection of her poems under 
the title of "Meditations". For a number of years she 
prepared and delivered a regular weekly radio program 
called "Women's World" over Radio Station CFOS, Owen 
Sound. She was very active in Chatsworth United Church, 
a former organist and choir leader in the Methodist and later 
United Church, a former Sunday school teacher and very 
interested in drama. 

Mrs. Breese directed many community and church ama
teur productions. She was an active member of the former 
Chatsworth Library. Mrs. Breese passed away April 8, 1963 
at the age of 87. 

The following is one of her poems: 

DO YOU REMEMBER 
Do you remember the parties 
And the fun they all had 
When they danced the winter night through? 
With an organ, a fiddle, 
A mouthorgan or two, 
With the Fiddler just a mere lad? 

Do you remember the top buggy 
With the fringe all around? 
The horse and the cutter, 
The bells' merry sound? 

'Tis sweet to think back 
On 1he old happy days, 
So very different from the new-fashioned ways. 
There goes the phone, 
With its jangling sound, 
Certainly, dear, send the car right around. 

by Mrs. Maude Breese 



ALBERT E. BENSON 
Albert E. Benson, a Home Boy came to Canada from 

England in the early l 900' s. He arrived at the farm home 
of Mr. and Mrs . James Howey at Massie , and their family 
were like brothers and sisters to him. He became very at
tached to the Massie community. He served overseas in the 
Great War of 1914 - 1918 and as a hospital orderly in the 
Second War. He passed away in Christie Street Hospital 
Toronto in the early 1940's. In Mr. Benson's will he specified 
that a Communion Table for Massie United Church be a 
gift from his estate . A beautiful table was dedicated on July 
15-, 1945 by Rev. William Howey, who also read letters of 
thanks from Bert's sisters in England for all that had been 
done for their brother by individuals and groups at Massie. 
Alexander McPherson accepted the gifts on behalf of the 
congregation. 

Mr. Benson is buried in the Howey family plot in Green
wood Cemetery, Owen Sound. 

BELLA BOWIE 

When the slaves left the U.S.A. Bella and her brother 
came to Toronto. John Walter went to Toronto and hired 
this Negro couple to work for him at Walter 's Falls. 

One Hallowe'en the boys of the village pulled a wagon load 
of fire wood, which was all ready for a morning delivery, 
from the Olmstead's saw mill to Aunt Bella's and unloaded 
it in her yard. The next morning Mr. Olmstead missed his 
load of wood and discovered it in Aunt Bella's yard . He 
asked her to give it back and she said "The Good Lord 
delivered the wood, and the devil came to take it back." 

Bella served her employer well and many days she hoed 
in the turnip fields. One August day the sky grew very dark 
and the people of the vi llage rushed off to Church to get 
on their knees because they thought the world was coming 
to its end. But Bella would not leave her hoeing. She said 
" If the Good Lord wants me He' ll take me here." Several 
days later the village people were told of the Great Chicago 
Fire where the smoke clouded over the sun , causing the dark 
conditions in Walter' s Falls, Canada. 

Bella's brother carried all the stones on his back that built 
the mill pond dam that supplies the water power through 
the flume to the grist mill. The stones cannot be seen today 
as grass has grown over, but this dam st ill holds the water 

of the mill pond owned by Howard Hindman of Owen 
Sound. 

The site of Black Bella's house has long gone; only the 
grove of lilacs and the ground covering of periwinkle, tell 
a tale of the house on the hill of yesterday. 

May have been the oldest woman in Canada 
ouncsy of Muriel Wood,;; 

JEMIMA BOWIE 

On October 12, 1842, a daughter was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Elias Earll of Sullivan Township. As a very young girl 
she moved with her parents and family to a farm north of 
Holland Centre when it was called Williamsford P. 0 . The 
baby was named Jemima, and was one of a family of 
thirteen. 

Jemima Earll married William Henry Bowie at her 
parents' home in 1860, when she was eighteen years of age. 
There was no going-away trip. Jemima and her mother, the 
former Louise Douglas, made the wedding cake in a very 
large, flat pan. It was later put into three tiers, and topped 
with real flowers . The young couple , soon after their mar
riage, made their home in Owen Sound where Jemima lived 
until a short time before her death . 

On her 107th birthday she proudly wore the same frilly, 
tiered wedding dress of white flowered cotton, made by hand 
by Jemima when she was fourteen years of age and worn 
on her wedding day. It fitted the tiny centenarian as well 
then as it had more than eight decades before. 

In her early years she was accustomed to driving oxen, 
but on her 107th birthday her only wish, (although she was 
blind) was to have an airplane ride. Her wish was not ful 
filled because, soon after her birthday, she passed away at 
the home of her nephew, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Earll, Strat
ford, Onta rio . She also recalled making the trip from Owen 
Sound to Stratford in a Model T. 

Believed to be one of the oldest women in Canada, and 
possibly the oldest Negro native, Canadian-born, Mrs. 
Bowie had five children - three boys and two girls. 
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WILLIAM BUCHANAN 
At one time William Buchanan was the oldest Postmaster 

in Canada. He was one of the earliest pioneers of the coun
ty, having come to Canada in 1842 and settling near Wil
liamsford, where roads were unknown and one had to travel 
by following the blaze on the trees. He was engaged for a 
time as a school teacher and was appointed Postmaster of 
Sullivan Post Office, now Williamsford, in 1847, by W.H. 
Griffin, Deputy Postmaster of Canada, the appointment be
ing ratified by the Marquis of Clanricande. Because of fail
ing health and the death of his wife, he resigned the posi
tion. He was a most faithful and obliging official. Mr. 
Buchanan was a native of Scotland, born in the village of 
Stonehouse, Lanarkshire County, on the 25th of April 1814. 
He was married to Janet Halliday on September 2, 1844, 
theirs being the first marriage of white people in Sullivan. 

The Toronto Globe was happy to report in 1901: "Mr. 
Buchanan has been a lifelong Liberal and a reader of The 
Globe since its first publication." 

JOHN CAMERON 

John Cameron was born in Islay, Scotland, in 1828, son 
of John Cameron and Catherine McCuaig. He emigrated 
to Canada in 1840, settling first in Sydenham Township, 
and moving to Lot 17 Concession 3 EGR, Holland in 1851. 
He married Sarah McEachern, also from Islay, Scotland, 
in I 855. They had a family of ten. 

John Cameron held various municipal offices - Justice 
of the Peace, auditor, assessor, and deputy-reeve for seven
teen years. In 1884 he was elected Warden of Grey County 
being the first warden from Holland Township. He was 
treasurer of the township for twenty-three years, I 887 - 1910. 
In 1910, at the age of eighty-two, he retired from municipal 
affairs. He died in 1911. 

REV. A. CLARKE 
On March 11, 1896 the Rev . A. Clarke of the Methodist 

Church at Walter' s Falls wrote a lengthy poem entitled 
"Sketch of Walter' s Falls." 

In it he mentioned some of the business men of the day. 
Part of his verse reads as follows: 

Rev. Andrew Clarke and wife, Melhodisl Church minister 1896. He wrole 
a poem aboul Walters Fa ll s. 
Councsy or David Storey, Sa ulte Stc. Marie, Oniario. 

And let me say more, here's a general store, 
Kept by Mr. Carney, a man without blarney, 
Where you can have groceries, dresses and shawls 
As cheap and as sound, as they can be found, away from 
the Falls. 
Mr. Olmstead keeps lumber, of kinds quite a number 
To build up your houses and stalls, 
You always will find him civil and kind 
And his mill sits on top of the Falls. 

We have two good blacksmiths named DeLeRee 
From the island of Guernsey thats right in the sea, 
So if you want horseshoes, or rings for your malls 
Just come to their forge, it's here in the Falls. 

And there's Mr. Thomas, who makes boots and shoes, 
As good as are worn by Gentiles or Jews, 
You will find him busy with his ends and his awls 
And ready to serve you here at the Falls. 

And there's Mr. Smith with his carpenter shop 
He can make you a cradle, a sleigh, or a mop, 
His charges are low, he solicits your calls 
His work is well known far out of the Falls. 

And if you want cloth that will save your life, 
Just take your yarn unto his good wife 
She will weave it the best, and without any seam, 
Since Samson walked off the Web and the Beam. 

Mr. Phillips, he works al the cabinet trade, 
And furniture keeps on hand ready made, 
If you want a bureau, cupboard, or table, 
And have not the money, just pay when you're able. 

And if you want washbasins, dippers, or pails, 
Call in by the way and see Mr. Wales, 
You will find his tinware as good as elsewhere 
And he always makes honest sales. 

And now to conclude, and finish my song, 
Let the Bachelors bring the Misses along 
We will marry you nice, and you'll never have brawls 
So come to the Minister here al the Falls. 

A. Clarke. 



ALBERT COLLEBERT 
Albert Colle0ert was born in Bedfordshire, England, in 

1902. When he was six year old his mother deserted him , 
leaving him to a series of orphanage and foster home . 

When he was ten years old in I 9 I 2, he came to Canada 
with the "Little Immigrant" contingent of 300 boy and 
girls, who made the crossing on the ship Cecilia. Albert, 
along with many others, wa ent to the Dr. Barnardo Home, 
Leopold Street, Toronto. 

Albert was sent to the home of Alex Fletcher of Bentinck 
Township. Mr. Fletcher's two i ters made their home there , 
and they were both mother and isters to Albert. He received 
his public education at S.S. # 13 Bentinck and Wei beck 
School. When he first went to school he felt he was not readi
ly accepted as he was an outsider, so it was at an early age 
that he decided he would have to look out for himself and 
prove to the world that there was a place for him in it. 

At age 17 he went to Detroit and was employed at the 
Ford Company for 10 years . He returned to Canada and 
on many occasions went we t on the harvest excursion . 

I r. 1940 he married Florence Bolton. They had ix 
daughters, Reta (Mrs. Lloyd Fuller), Margaret (Mrs. Milton 
Boldt), Doris (Mrs. Robert Turner), Mary (Mrs. Ronald 
Turner), Ruth Ann, and Susan. 

Albert was a resident of Holland Township for many 
year and was an employee of the Department of Highways 
until his retirement. He passed away February 24, 1982. 

FLORENCE FEE 

. . . 

Miss Florence Fee was born in Holland Township, a 
daughter of Thomas Fee and his wife, Ida May Stone of 
Artemesia Township. She attended High School in Dundalk 
and Markdale, and Toronto Normal School. After gradua
tion she taught for four years and six months , then entered 
the Methodist National Training School in Toronto. he 
spent one year in Windsor at All People' Mission working 
mostly with immigrant people from Central Europe 
(1925-26). She went to China in I 926 and remained there 
unti l 1951. 

The e were very confused and difficult years in China with 
first a strong anti -western movement which played a part 
in a civil war between the former reactionary government 
and the strongly nationalistic followers of General Ching 

Kai- hek . From 1937-39 there was the Japanese inva ion of 
China; then came the Second World War and the Com
munist revolution and eventual takeover that led to the 
departure of almost all We terners from China . 

In 1951 Mi s Fee had a six-month furlough. Then she 
began pastoral work, first in Victoria, then on a limited 
church pastoral charge at Maynooth in North Ha tings 
County where he filled in for a year as mini ter of three 
congregations. 

For five years she was the lay minister at Rama near Orillia 
where she lived on an Indian reserve where she served two 
congregations, one largely Indian at Rama, and the other 
largely white at Longford Mills. 

In 1958 Miss Fee had a one-year furlough, then in 1959 
she began her last term of work among the Chinese im
migrants in the Hamilton area. She retired in 1964. 

In 1969 she and her sister, Lilian, visited Cornwall and 
Devon in England where their Williams and Pearse forebears 
had lived, and the churchyard where certain of their an
cestors were buried. 

Following the 1967 Centennial, a cousin, sent Mi Fee 
materials that had been collected, suggesting that they might 
form the basis of a family history. This resulted in a book 
"The Substance of Things Hoped For". The central chap
ters, dealing with the first seven years spent by the William 
family as settlers in Holland Township, were excerpted and 
printed as a separate book entitled "Pioneers in the Queen's 
Bush." 

Miss Fee also wrote "Salt of the Earth" the story of her 
paternal forebear , the Whittakers and the Stones, early et
tiers in Artemesia Township who emigrated from Ireland 
in 1847 during the potato famine. 

Miss Fee retired to Markdale in 1976 to take up residence 
there with her sister. 

BEN DEREK DANIELS 
On the north-ea t corner of East Street and Grey Road 

24, in the last part of the l 800's and the early 1900's lived 
a man known as Ben Daniels, but better known as Ben 
Derek. He dug water wells for miles around his home, 
always walking and working barefoot. In winter he protected 
his feet by wrapping them in canvas or burlap. His clothes 
consisted mostly of burlap , and some he got in exchange 
for work. He walked to Arnott and surrounding farms and 
split rails for one-half cent each. His diet consisted mo tly 
of wild game. 

His dwelling wasn' t much more than a hanty. It is be
lieved he left the wood in long lengths, and kept pu hing 
the wood into the open stove a it was con umed by the fire . 

One time when the wood burned to the end, it must have 
fallen on to the floor while he was asleep, etting the build
ing on fire. The remains of Ben Derek Daniels were later 
found in the a he , of what once was hi home. 
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SIR WILLIAM HEARST 
One of the earliest councillors of Holland Township was 

the father of Sir William Hearst , Premier of Ontario dur
ing the First World War. The Hearst home was located on 
the east side of Highway 10 on the south side of Mount Plea
sant Hill , approximately half way down the hill. The home 
was restored in the I 930's by W. B. Evans, a contractor from 
Owen Sound assisted by Donald Maccauley of the Berkeley 
area. The only remains of the home's existence is a clump 
of trees. 

THE GALBRAITHS 
Before the Township of Holland was surveyed, Robert 

Galbraith emigrated from Ireland (originally Scottish) with 
his five sons and two daughter . His wife died on the way 
here from Ireland. He settled on Lot 20, second conces
sion of Holland Township E.G.R., when this area was 
dense bush. He chose a site at the base of a small hill with 
a spring si tuated on the upper slope. Later a wooden trough 
wa const ructed for some 200 feet and the spring water 
flowed to the cabin, making it the first homestead with run
ning water . 

When Mr. Galbraith arrived here he only had one ox, 
which shared the living quarters with the family for the fir t 
winter both for convenience, and warmth, and because of the 
lack of a barn. There were several lean, hard, long winters. An 
Indian band lived some three miles distant on the Spey River 
near what was to become Johntown , later known as Chats
worth. These Indians did not look too kindly on the white 
ettler , o Mr. Galbraith built a cabin like a fort. Game 

was plentiful and in later days the bears and wolves became 
a se rious menace to cattle. 

The oldest son, Robert Millen Galbraith, married Mercy 
Gell on May 7, 1866 in Owen Sound, Rev. Thomas Steven
son officiating and witnesses were George and Jane Sinclair. 
Robert was a hotel keeper at Arnott. The parents of Mercy 
Gell were married in England and after coming to Canada, 
settled on the Robert Walsh farm, Lot 28 Concession 2 
E.G.R. Mercy had two sister Jane, (Mrs. Geo . Sinclair of 
Arnott) and Polly, (Mrs. Legg of Arran, near Southampton). 

The Robert M. Galbraiths had eight children, four boys 
and four gi rl s. Childr.en born at the Arnott hotel were: 
Milton Edwin (1867) who married Mathilda Sudden of 
Chatsworth. He had a sash and door factory in Owen Sound 
and later the hotel in Chatsworth, Herbert (1870) lived near 
Stratford, Margaret (1871) married Robert Walsh of Detroit, 
and moved there, Rebecca born in 1872 and died one year 
later . The rest of the children were born at the hotel in 
Holland Centre: Mary Ann born 1874 and married Charles 
Ritz, living near Chatsworth, Letty, born 1876 married 
Charlie Gilby, an English architect, and al o lived near 
Chat worth, Robert Irwin born 1878 lived in Illinoi , 
Archibald born 1880 lived in Illinois and later Detroit. 

Robert Galbraith 's hotel at Arnott was on a V-shaped 
piece of land between the railway tracks and land owned 
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by Bert Mcinnis. Later he operated the hotel in Holland 
Centre and then moved back to their log cabin on Lot 20 
where they grew hay for the hotel horses. 

Robert Galbraith was one of the first asses ors in Holland 
Township. He passed away before his wife, Mercy. She often 
walked from her cabin to visit friends and relatives at 
R.R. #I Chatsworth, sometimes accompanied by Mrs . Jean 
Givens. Later Mercy spent the winters with relatives, tak
ing her four cows with her. She was bedridden for 9 year 
with arthritis and died at the home of Mrs. Ritz near Chats
worth. 

Other members of the Robert Gaibraith Sr. family were: 
John, a general store-keeper in Chatsworth 
James, a farmer near Arnott 
Thomas, of Milton 
Archibald, of Milton 
Margaret, Mrs. Chamberlain of Milton 
Rebecca, Mrs . Doherty of Dundalk 

CHARLES GILBY 

Charles J. Gil by was born in the east end of London, 
England in 1863 . He went to Turkey with his parents when 
he was eight years old. His father was a shipbui lder and went 
to Turkey under contract to the government to build ships 
and to teach the natives how to build them. Charles obtained 
his education at the Haskor Mechanic' s Institute School. 
He enjoyed everything about Turkey - the beautiful 
climate, beautiful women and countryside. Leaving Turkey, 
Mr. Gilby visited in four continents - Europe, Asia, Africa, 
and North America. The family returned to England, resid
ing in Hammersmi th until 1879 when Mr. Gilby emigrated 
to Canada. 

For over 60 year Mr. Gilby farmed in Holland Town hip. 
He was Secretary-Treasurer of S.S. #1, Holland for nearly 
50 years. When he took office he was paid a salary of $4.00 
per year. 

Among other pursuits he took up the study of architec
ture and left many school houses, churches and residences 
in this district as monuments to his ability along that line . 
He was also widely known for his fine penmanship. 



Mr. Gilby was twice married. His first wife was the former 
Agnes Ritz, wh_o married Mr. Gilby in 1895 . She died three 
years later. In 190 I he married Letitia Galbraith. Mr. Gil by 
had a family of two - Jack Gilby who lives in Chatsworth, 
and Louise ~Mrs. Cecil Weeden) of Holland Township. 

ALEX GILCHRIST 
Alex Gilchrist was sent out from England with many other 

Barnardo children at a very early age . He was sent to live 
with a Smith family on a farm near Keady. He was very 
unhappy there and ran away to live with Jim McAvoy in 
Sullivan Township until he was 15 years old . He left for the 
West, settling in Saskatoon where he lived in a tent. He ob
tained a job firing a steam threshing machine with flax straw. 
He had many jobs out west, but most winters were spent 
in Winnipeg working as a bartender. He enlisted in the army 
putting his age ahead so that he would be accepted. He 
served overseas in the First World War, was injured and was 
discharged in Winnipeg in 1917. He homesteaded for a 
number of years at Crossfield, Alberta, near Red Deer . He 
sold his farm and came back east to work for the Harrison 
Lumber Company on Fitzgerald Island, where he was the 
cook . 

In 1937 Alex moved to a small house on Lot 26, Conces
sion 2 of Holland Township on a farm owned by Lyall 
Mcinnis. 

Alex Gilchrist played the fiddle and enjoyed it very much. 
He was at every house party and shower in the community 
and his ability as a fiddler was enjoyed by many people. 
Around 1941 Alex's house burned down and he moved to 
Holland Centre and later became a resident of the Grey 
Owen Lodge in Markdale . 

JOHN GEERTS 
His pen and ink sketches of historical landmarks of Grey 

and Bruce counties have earned John Geerts recognition in 
Australia, England, Austria, Germany, United States and 
Belgium. He lives west of Berkeley in Holland Township, 
and his wife, Louisa, teaches at the Adult Rehabilitation 
Centre in Markdale. They have a son, Mark , and a daughter, 
Eis. 

He and his wife were born in Belgium. On completion 
of High School, he enrolled in the Academy of the Arts in 
Antwerp . He was in his second year of the Arts when the 
Second World War broke out and he was sent to Germany . 
When the war ended Mr. Geerts travelled through Africa, 
Europe and Scandinavia painting and selling his work as 
he travelled. After three years he returned to Belgium where 
he married Loui sa. 

In 1957 they came to Canada with thei r two small 
children. They arrived in Toronto and decided to buy a sheep 
farm in Grey County. In the mid 60's Geerts started sketch
ing agai n. He showed his works a t fairs , and in 1978 copy
righted the John Geerts Original. The same year he won the 

Chi-Cheemaun Jury Show over approximately 100 other en
trants. In 1979 he became a full time artist. 

He won the pen and ink division of the Huronia Festival 
of the Arts in 1982. In 1981 he was first in the Wiarton Con
test, and received honorable mention in other shows. 

REV. ALVIN C. HAMILL, B.A., B.D. 
Alvin Christie Hamill was born at Massie on February 3, 

19 I 4, the youngest member of the family of Erwin P . and 
Sophia (Saunders) Hamill. He received his education at 
U.S.S . No. II, Holland and Sydenham, Chatsworth Con
tinuation School and the Owen Sound Collegiate Vocational 
Institute . He then spent a year at Toronto Normal School, 
followed by seven years at McMaster University, Hamilton, 
graduating with Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity 
degrees . He was ordained to the Christian ministry on 
June 4, 1940 and went west. 

He pastored the Baptist churches in Flin Flon, Manitoba, 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, New Westminster, B.C., Victoria , 
B.C., Kelowna, B.C., Edmonton, Alberta, and Clive, Alber
ta. In September 1982 he joined the pastoral staff of the 
First Baptist Church, Regina. 

In 1941 Rev. Hamill married Agnes Schnurr of Guelph . 
They had two children, Ruth (Mrs. Marshall) and Roy. In 
1956, Agnes died of cancer. The following year Rev. Hamill 
married Mary Block of British Columbia and they have one 
son, Chris. 

MARY JEAN HAMILL 
Katimavik, an Inuit word meaning "meeting place", was 

adopted for a program begun in 1977 which gave young 
Canadians a chance to travel and learn about Canada. Mary 
Jean Hamill of Massie was completing her Grade 13 in the 
spring of 1977 when she applied for the program. It proved 
to be a year of interesting travel, challenging work and 
rewarding friendships. 

She was accepted for the program and received a start l
ing list of clothing to be taken with her , including heavy 
parka, underwear, coveralls, and workboots and a very good 
sleeping bag. Early in October she set off on an adventure 
that would teach her self-reliance, and a great deal about 
three provinces other than Ontario. 

Her first thrill was her fli ght from Toronto to Calgary. 
There were two other members on the same flight as exerted 
as she was. They were met in Calgary and taken to a camp
ground near Banff where they spent the next three weeks 
in the open, gett ing to know their team mates and learning 
surviva l skills . Their team of about ten members each were 
then posted to communities in the Western provinces 
which had shown an interest in the program and would of
fer them work. Three teams were going to Fort McMurray 
for three month and Mary Jean 's was one of them. 
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Fort McMurray, Alberta, is a boom town created largely 
by tar sands development. Three teams of young people, 
between the ages of 17 and 22, plus three staff members ar
rived in Fort McMurray in November when it was cold and 
wintry. Their first task was to convert an unused motel in
to suitable living quarters, which involved winterizing, paint
ing, and all sorts of repairs. The renovations took close to 
a month and the motel will be used for future Katimavik 
groups. 

They had been instructed that, working for $ 1.00 a day, 
they would be involved in any project which the community 
wished to suggest. Mary Jean worked first on a trapline with 
a Metis couple. It was while walking the trapline that she 
felt the good of her long-johns, coveralls and Kodiak boots. 
On returning to the hunting cabin she helped make rabbit 
stew and enjoyed eating it too. Living out on a trapline was 
really something different for a farm girl like her. 

Fort McMurray Park was still only a designated area and 
their team made benches, tables and sand lot equipment 
from materials which were provided. The other teams did 
some clearing and under-brushing. Mary Jean also went to 
a handicapped children's home and helped the children with 
their meals and played with them. She also catalogued books 
and antiques at the local museum. Everyone learned first 
aid in the handling of chain-saws, since they had to provide 
their own firewood. As well, each one took a turn at kit
chen and housekeeping duties. There were only three boys 
in the team of eleven so they had to share all the work . 

Many took the opportunity to enrol in night school 
classes and crafts, games and physical education at the com
munity college. Supervising the local work projects was the 
responsibility of a co-ordinator who lived permanently in 
the community. 

One thousand young people, selected by Katimavik each 
year, make up a cross-section of Canada, 30% coming from 
Quebec, 30% from Ontario, 15% from the Maritimes and 
25% from the West. Mary Jean's team was a mixed group, 
coming from all four regions as well ..as rural and urban 
homes. Some carried gu~tars with them and aJl liked to sing. 
One French-Canadian girl taught her room mate French in 
a way the text-books never could. Each was making a home 
for the other. Rapport and co-operation were wonderful. 

Fort McMurray was "away North" to aJI of them, but 
they easily adapted to the severe temperatures because the 
air is so dry. There wasn't the depth of snow-fall that most 
southerners experience at home. One thrill was going ski
ing on the slopes at Jasper which necessitated a bus trip of 
ten hours each way, but it was wonderful. 

After three months, each group moved to a community 
in another region of Canada. Accordingly on February I st 
the three teams were flown to Breadalbane, Prince Edward 
Island. No motel was there, so each team was housed in a 
different home. Living quarters had little in the way of fur
nishings. Bed-rolls were on the floor. Mary Jean' s team was 
located in a large frame farmhouse eight miles from the town 
and heated solely by wood. Needless to say much of the 

winter on the island was spent chopping wood to keep the 
three stoves burning - one in the kitchen, one in the living
room, and one in the hallway upstairs. 

If they had been happy with little snow in Alberta, they 
found the opposite at Breadalbane. They had a long lane 
and it drifted full many times. Shovelling snow became one 
of their accomplishments and they baked their bread at times 
of necessity. 

The team helped the townspeople in Breadalbane by do
ing odd jobs which some of the older residents couldn't 
manage; one did an elderly widow's spring cleaning for her. 
Two days a week the whole team travelled to the Summer
side Old Folks Home to visit with the residents. The con
struction of a greenhouse to be used by future Katimavik 
groups was also started. 

During March some of the team suffered their first home
sickness. Combined with flu it was quite depressing and two 
quit the program, returning home . This affected them all, 
but in time the feeling passed. 

Before leaving Prince Edward Island the three teams 
pooled their money and hired a bus to tour through New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. They were away Saturday and 
Sunday, had two ferry-boat trips and stayed over-night with 
a Katimavik group near Digby, Nova Scotia. 

Following the three month stay in Breadalbane, Mary 
Jean's group moved to Cabana, Quebec, to complete the 
ten month program. For many of the participants it was the 
first time living in French speaking environment. Mary 
Jean's team lived in a house near the tiny village of St. 
Modiste. There they helped with the operation of a children's 
camp. They were responsible for running a trout-rearing sta
tion as well as planting and cultivating a large vegetable 
garden. Shopping took them into Riviere du Loup and they 
went on picnics even as far as the St. Lawrence River. One 
memorable outing took them -across the river on the ferry 
and they visited several small villages on the North shore. 

It was warm weather again, and knowing their time 
together was coming to an end made 'the days fly by. The 
young people felt happy that they h_ad been able to com
plete the program. At long last, in early August, each of 
them was given an honourarium of $1,000.00 and flown 
back to their homes. 

There were tearful goodbyes and promises of meeting 
again. For Mary Jean it was home for three weeks and then 
off to Western University. · 

MISS EDNA HOWEY 
Nettie Edna Howey, born in 1891, was one of the family 

of eight children of James Henry Howey and his wife, Mary 
Ann Norton Howey. The family resided on Lot 5, Conces
sion 7, south of Massie. After her elementary education, 
Edna attended the Owen Sound Collegiate Insti tute . She 
trained as a nurse at the Toronto General Hospi tal , and 
served overseas for four years during the First World War. 



Her work was very close to the front. Many times canaries 
were freed to test the atmosphere for poison gas, and fre
quently the birds succumbed. 

She later graduated from the International Course at Bed
ford College for Women, University of London, receiving 
the International Students' Certificate of the Florence Night
ingale Foundation . She had just completed a year's study 
in England. At the time she was a school nurse with the 
government of Ontario. She was later promoted to Inspec
tor of School Nurses for Ontario and, in this position, 
travelled around the province. She held this position until 
her _retirement. She currently resides in Toronto. 

REV. HARVEY HOWEY 
Harvey Howey was the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. 

James Howey, and the third to enter the ministry. He was 
born at Massie in 1900 and received his public school educa
tion there, later attending the Owen Sound Collegiate In
stitute. 

He was the last minister to be ordained into the ministry 
of the Methodist Church of Canada, the ceremony taking 
place at Knox Church, Owen Sound on June 9th 1925, the 
evening prior to Church Union, June 10th, 1925 . 

He married Margaret Tryon who was born at Priceville, 
Ontario . They had one son, James and one daughter, 
Margaret. He served at several charges. 

Upon his retirement in 1962, Rev. and Mrs . Howey lived 
for some time in Owen Sound. He passed away in December, 
1981, and Mrs. Howey died March 4, 1982. 

ROBERT HOWEY 

Robert Howey was a son of Eliza Stewart Howey and Ed
ward Howey who resided on Lot 4 Concession 8, Holland. 
His parents had emigrated from Ireland, his father at the 
age of nine and his mother at the age of twelve. 

He farmed on Concession 11 for many years. He mar
ried Margaret Morrison of Sydenham Township and they 
had four sons and three daughters. Mr. Howey always took 
an interest in municipal affairs serving on the township coun
ci l for many years. He held the office of Reeve, and had 

the honour of being Warden of the county in 1922. Two 
of his sons also became council members, James and 
Stewart, the latter being Reeve for several terms .. 

Robert passed away in 1941. 

REV. VICTOR HOWEY 
Rev. Victor Howey was one of three sons of Mr. and Mrs . 

Jas. Howey who entered the ministry of the Methodist 
Church of Canada. He received his education at the Owen 
Sound Collegiate Institute and Mount Allison University, 
Nova Scotia. He served forty years as a minister in the 
Methodist Church, and later the United Church of Canada. 
He married Catherine McBain of Nova Scotia and they had 
three sons, James of Parkland, Alberta, Gerald of Wind
sor, Ontario, and Richard killed in the Second World War. 

Rev. V. Howey served overseas in the Great War with the 
Ambulance Corps. He passed away in Calgary, Alberta in 
August 1958 in his seventy-third year. 

William Howey was born in 1883, a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Howey who moved to the family farm in the Massie 
area. He received his education at the Owen Sound Col
legiate Institute and later Victoria College from which he 
graduated in Arts in 1910 and Theology in 1915. Prior to 
college he had taught school at Edge Hill, Grey County. His 
early days in the ministry were spent on mission fields in 
Northern Ontario where much of his work was in the lumber 
camps. He later held a charge at Eugenia from which he 
enlisted with the Signal Corps in I 916 for overseas service. 
While overseas he was gassed and had other injuries so that 
he spent two and one-quarter years in military hospitals. In 
1929 he married Miss Gladys Cornfield of the teaching staff 
of the Royal Conservatory of Music and they went to live 
on his charge at Webbwood, Ontario, moving next to 
Richard's Landing on St. Joseph's Island . Subsequent 
charges were First United Church, Owen Sound for nine 
yea rs, St. Vincent charge near Meaford for five and one
half years, and Penetanguishene from which he retired in 
1952 returning to live in Owen Sound. 

Rev . Howey loved music and literature, and published 
three volumes of poems. He died in March, 1956. Mrs . 
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Howey, during her married life, taught music in the various 
places where they resided. She died in 1966. 

THE APPEAL 
To-day the pioneers are gone; 
Too oft they sleep without a name; 
In many an ancient churchyard lie 
Neglected graves without the same. 

Oh! Children of those pioneers, 
Recall the debt you cannot pay, 
And keep their graves and memory green, 
Until you close life's little day. 

Rev. Wm. Howey 
(an excerpt from "Tribute to the Pioneers") 

REV. HAMILTON B. JACKSON 
Rev. Hamilton B. Jackson, a native of Holland Town

ship, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jackson, was ordained 
a minister in Pilgrims of Holiness Church. He did con
siderable evangelistic work in the British West Indies and 
South America. He married Marcia Mitchell in 1907. They 
had eight children . When he returned from overseas he 
served as an evangelist in Canada and the U.S. 

DR. IVAN MELVILLE JACKSON 
Ivan Melville Jackson was born 3rd November, 1935 on 

the old Moggie farm from which the Moggie School and 
area obtained it' s name. Mr. and Mrs. Russel Jackson were 
his parents. 

He remembers those early days of community life which 
included barn raisings on surrounding farms (Martin 
McNeil's and John Lauber's) in which all pitched in to make 
the work go faster. The big meals prepared by the efficient 
farm women will never be forgotten. 

His first day of school was really a baby-sitting chore for 
his older sister, Mae. However the teacher (Mrs. Perry) put 
him on the roll , as on that day two or three other children 
were making the customary kindergarten entrance into 
school which was from the first day after Easter to the end 
of June . By the end of June he realized school was not as 
much fun as playing with a dog on a farm, so school was 
postponed for one full year until he was six years of age. 

There were many teachers in that little one-room Moggie 
School. In Grade 5 he had five different teachers. During 
those elementary years, Moggie School celebrated its centen
nial when dignitaries came to help celebrate. 

After graduating from Moggie School he made a thirteen
mile trip each day to Markdale High School which later 
became Centre Grey District High School. He graduated 
from there in 1955, the first person who had taken all eight 
years in Moggie School, to graduate from Grade 13. 

From there the young farm boy from Moggie entered a 
premedical course at the University of Toronto. The eleven 
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thousand students at the University in 1955 made him look 
very small. Not only was he getting an education, but in 1959 
he also took a wife, Carol Rossiter , who had been raised 
in the big city. 

With Carol working at the Charles H. Best Institute 
(Faculty of Medicine) and Ivan a fourth year medical stu
dent, it was only fitting that Gordon, who was born at 
Toronto Western Hospital in I 960, should also go into 
medicine. He is presently in his 2nd year of medicine at 
Toronto. 

After graduating in 1961 with an M. D. degree, Ivan and 
Carol moved into the internes' quarters at Toronto East 
General Hospital. Upon completing the one year internship, 
they sailed for Africa in July 1962. 

In Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia), Ivan settled in as 
a missionary doctor at a small mission hospital. Their first 
African son was born, Edwin, who now attends the Univer
sity of Western Ontario. The hot and rainy weather seemed 
to be quite productive as in November 1963, Lynda was born 
at the mission hospital. She was delivered by her father, an 
opportunity very few doctors ever get. 

The social problems and persistence of disease proved 
quite a challenge at a small mission hospital. When the Doc
tor's house was built, all the plumbing and electrical wiring 
had to be done by the doctor himself. This was when the 
practical learning from the old Moggie farm really proved 
its worth. Since the mission was on a 3,000 acre farm, driv
ing the tractors was a pleasant break from medicine. Each 
year about 300 acres of corn were planted. The money from 
this venture helped to make the mission self-supporting as 
well as give employment to many native Africans. 

In 1964 Ivan and Carol, with their three children, returned 
from Africa, and Ivan set up medical practice in Owen 
Sound. In 1970 their fourth child, Evangline, was born in 
the Owen Sound General and Marine Hospital. At last one 
was born in Grey County, the birth place of her father. 

DR. HAROLD LAYCOCK 
Harold Laycock was educated at Queen's University, 

Kingston and practises in Fort Coulonge, Quebec. He was 
born and raised in Walter's Falls and served in the 2nd. 
World War. He attended Walter's Falls U.S.S. No. 1 and 
Meaford High School. 

THE LYTLES AND THE DEAVITTS 
William Clark Lytle was born in Galway, Ireland, com

ing to America in the early part of the century and landing 
in New York after a five week voyage across the Atlantic 
Ocean. New York, at that time, was a mere town. There 
he remained with his father, an architect and builder, who 
also founded the first firm for the manufacturing of type for 
hand printing presses. Known as the "Lytle Type Com
pany", it still stands. 
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William interested in the Anglican Church, studied 
theology. Wheri the United States of America demanded that 
a British subject take the Oath of Allegiance to the govern
ment, Lytle refused, stating he had been born a Britisher 
and he would die one. Leaving behind a brother to carry 
on the already founded type manufacturing business he, 
along with his three daughters and two sons, came with the 
United Empire Loyalists and settled near the present town 
of Pickering, Ontario. At that time this country was still 
in its infancy with few places of business and no Anglican 
Church. 

William, still interested in his church, started holding ser
vices in the homes of the various settlers. Saturday night 
would find him on horseback riding from home to home 
and crying out the time and place of worship for the follow
ing day when he would take charge of the complete service. 
While still in Pickering he enlisted with Sir Allan McNabb 
and fought against William Lyon MacKenzie until the 
end of the Rebellion. Later, deciding that MacKenzie was 
right, he became one of his staunchest supporters. 

William married Anne Deavitt of Markham, Ontario, and 
came north to join his two brothers-in-law taking up one 
hundred acres of Crown Land on Concession 2 of Holland 
Township, lot 8. This land was held for three generations 
by the family until the year 1945 when a grandson, William 
George Wilson died. William Clark Lytle died in the year 
1890. The land was purchased by Hugh Wright then by 
Hugh's son, Harry, and presently it is owned by Phil 
Novikoff. 

Before the coming of the Lytle family to Canada, the 
Deavitt family emigrated from Enniskillen, Ireland to Mark
ham, Ontario. The family consisted of three sons and three 
daughters. John and George, hearing that they could ob
tain Crown Land for a song in Grey County, decided to avail 
themselves of the opportunity. Coming north by wagon, 
George settled on Crown Land east of the present village 
of Chatsworth on Concession 2, Lot 11 of Holland Town
ship. His land extended west of Concession two, Holland, 
as far as the present Chatsworth. The original home place, 
owned for years by Robert Hogg, now owned by Rudolf 
Langhammer, was built by a brother-in-law, Robert Edgar. 
Being the first home built of brick, it was commonly known 
as "The Brick". 

Mr. Deavitt sold the land for S.S. #I Holland School to 
the council for the nominal sum of $1.00. On the east side 
of the road, almost across from the school, he presented 
his daughter Jennie and her husband Elijah Kidd, with the 
deed for one hundred acres which to this day remains in the 
Kidd family and is occupied by one of the third generation, 
George Kidd Jr. He also donated a parcel of land for the 
Chatsworth Presbyterian Church on which was built the 
church, the manse, and behind it, the cemetery, now United. 

John Deavitt went further south to live in the area of St. 
Mark's Church. It was he that donated the land where St. 
Mark's Anglican Church was built, as well as land for the 

cemetery. 

One of the greatest drawbacks in the country was the lack 
of a market for local produce. Anyone wishing to go to 
~oronto had to drive down the Toronto Line or go to Col
lingwood by boat and from there take the train to Toronto . 
George Deavitt was one of the prime movers in having a 
narrow gauge railway built. 

George's one hope was to hear the whistle of the first train 
coming through. However, he was quite ill by this time and 
his wish was not granted as he died three weeks before the 
first train came through . 

The men who built the station and railway lived at Mul
doon's Boarding House. It was located on the site of Flossie 
Hodgson's present home on the edge of Chatsworth, and 
some of the lilacs and rhubarb that surrounded the board
ing house are still evident in that area. 

Many others have come and gone from Concession 2 of 
Holland Township, such as: 
Mathews Hoggs Murrays 
Elders Cooks Wheildons 
Galbraiths Baileys Clarks 
Loves Gunns Watts 
Do wds Cameron s 

HOW ARD MARSH 
In 1914 rural mail was started. Howard Marsh was the 

first courierjor R.R. #1 Chatsworth and served for a very 
short time. He went overseas during the first World War 
and paid the supreme sacrifice. The route was taken over by 
his father, John Marsh, and later 0y his brother, Perrin. The 
route was from Chatsworth down No. 6 Highway to Wil
liamsford, on to Dornoch, 1-)12 miles east to Conces~ion 
2 and 3 Holland, and north to Arnott and Chatsworth, a 
total of at least 20 miles. 

The roads were not ploughed in winter for horse and cut
ter, so it was a long trip. A coal oil lantern was used on the 
short days to complete the trip. After Christmas, mail was 
delivered a day late, so Mr. Marsh could start in the morn
ing and complete the trip before dark. 

RUSSEL K. MCAVOY 

Russel K. McAvoy was born in 1908. He lived with his 
grandmother , Mrs . Jack McAvoy, and attended S.S . #1, 
School, Holland Township and later the Chatsworth Con
tinuation School. H e went on to Teachers' College and 
taught public school in Kirkland Lake for four years. 

Mr. McAvoy entered Osgoode Hall and graduated as a 
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lawyer in 1940. He went into partnership with Fred McKay 
for several years. 

Russel McA voy served in the Canadian Army from 1942 
- 1945. He went overseas late in 1943 and remained there 
until 1945. 

In 1964 he was appointed Crown Att-Grney and held this 
position until 1974. Presently he has a busy law practice, 
which he conducts from his home in Holland Township. 

Russel's wife is the former Ruth Jones and they have one 
daughter, Mary Jo (Mrs. Robert F. Annis). 

MARGARET 
(HEIGHES) 
MCCOLL 

Margaret A . (Heighes) McCall was born in Holland 
Township, a daughter of George Heighes (1847 - 1927) and 
Jane Adams (1846 - 1923). Margaret's grandparents were 
William Heighes ( 1799 - 1889) and Elizabeth Cole (1802 -
1878). They all had lived in Holland Township. She wrote 
many verses, such as the following: 

MEMORIES OF THE 'OLD HOME' 

Back in old Ontario, 
In the county of Grey, 
In the township of Holland, 
That's where I used to play; 
With my chums and neighbors, 
Swings and bats and balls, 
Near a little village 
Known as Walter's Falls. 
Near the winding river 
Does the Old Home stand, 
'Tis sheltered well by trees and hills, 
On two hundred acres of land. 

MARILYN MCCOMB 
Marilyn McComb, 28-year-old daughter of Bud and Ann 

McComb of R.R. #I Chatsworth, earned a berth on 
Canada's women's softball team for the third time. (1982) 
Marilyn, a second baseman and member of Milverton Suns 
of Ontario Women's Fastball League since 1973, previously 
played for Canada in International Competition at the 
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MARILYN 
MCCOMB 

World's Championship in San Salvador in 1978, and the 
Pan American Games in Puerto Rico in 1979. She played 
six times for the Suns in the Canadian Finals. 

Marilyn left Toronto International Airport, June 17, 1982 
for Vancouver, B.C. to join other team mates. After play
ing several exhibition games the club flew to Hong Kong. 
After a stopover at Tokyo the team flew to Taiwan for the 
World Championship in July. 

Marilyn is a graduate of O.S.C. V .I. and is now employed 
as a nurse at Wellesly Hospital in Toronto. 

DR. JOHN McCULLOUGH 
Dr. John McCullough was a General Practitioner in 

Walter's Falls, caring for the public from the early l 900's 
until his retirement in 1933. 

LYALL McINNIS 

Lyall Mcinnis is the son of the late John and Mildred 
McAvoy Mcinnis. Lyall served on the Holland Township 
council for twenty-six years, and was presented with a plaque 
and watch after his retirement in 1977. He served as Warden 
of the County of Grey in 1969. He is a member of the 
Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority and while on 
County Council served on most of the boards there. 



FINDLAY 
(PHIL) McKAY 

A well-known and highly esteemed resident of Holland 
Township, Phil McKay, was born on the 8th Line on July 
24, 1888. His parents were Murdoch McKay and Margaret 
McLeod McKay who were both born in Scotland. 

Phil lived on the 8th Line until he married Lulu Wheildon 
on February 12th, 1919. The ceremony took place in the 
Anglican rectory in Chatsworth conducted by Rev. Silver
light. Immediately afterwards the couple drove home to their 
farm on the 2nd of Holland in time to do the evening chore . 
There on Lot l l, Concession 2 SWTSR, their two chi ldren 
were born - Earl on November 18, 1919, and Doris (Mrs. 
Earl Hillis) on August 12, 1922. 

Phil and Lulu were successful farmers. As well, Phil was 
Secretary of S.S. #2 for many years. When that school was 
closed, Phil drove a bus to transport the pupils to Chats
worth School until it closed and the new central school was 
opened. Phil was Weighmaster at the Chatsworth C. P.R . 
station for many years and later became Weighmaster at the 
Hog Producers' location until 1969. 

Phil was treasurer of Holland Township for 40 years. He 
was a staunch Liberal and very active in that party for many 
years back to the time of Agnes McPhail, Farquhar Oliver, 
and Colin Bennett. He was ordained an elder in Knox Pres
byterian Church, Williamsford, in February, 1923 . Later he 
was an elder in St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Chats
worth, when the Williamsford Church closed. He was a 
charter member of the Chatsworth Rotary Club. 

Phil was known far and wide and was a fine neighbour 
and friend. He and his wife always made everyone welcome 
in their home. Their son passed away on May 24, 1966. Phil 
died on August 14, 1982. Lulu resides in C hatsworth . 

J.S. McKESSOCK 
James Somerville McKessock , a son of Robert and Eliza 

(Price) McKessock was born on Lot I, Concession 7, Hol
land Township in July 1877. He received his elementary 
education at Massie (U.S.S. No. 11) Public School, then 
grad uated from the Owen Sound Collegiate Institute. He 
graduated from the Faculty of Law, University of Toronto 
and practised in Sudbury. In 1928 he was appointed Police 

Magistrate and served in that position until shortly before 
his death on March 31 st, 1945. 

J .S.. McKessock married a Massie girl (Georgina 
Matheson) on October 5th, 1904. They had a family of two 
daughters and five sons - Aileen, Robert, James, Donald, 
Russell, Alan and Jean. 

BRUCE P. McLEOD 
Bruce P . McLeod and his family have been residents of 

Walter's Falls in Holland Township since 1977. As a land
scape painter he finds his subject matter in this immediate 
area . 

Born in Toronto, he grew up in Thornbury. His wife, 
Pam, is a former Meaford girl. A daughter, Maxine, was 
born while they lived in Meaford, and two sons, Ethan and 
Tyler, were born since they moved to Walter 's Falls. 

Bruce's work is represented by galleries in Toronto and 
Burlington, but his primary representative is Michael Big
gins of Meaford . 

LISA McKESSOCK 

Lisa McKessock is the younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert McKessock of Strathaven. In the spring of 1978 Lisa 
applied for the position of a Page at the Ontario Legislature 
at Queen's Park, Toronto, and was accepted. At the time 
she was 12 years old and in Grade VII. One qualification 
was that the applicant must be in either Grade VII or VIII. 
The duties of a Page lasted eight weeks. The days began at 
nine in the morning and lasted until six in the evening. Each 
Page was required to work one evening a week. School hour 
were only five hours per week with much school work as
signed for homework. 

At nine a.m. Pages were expected to be in their black and 
white uniforms ready to assemble the preceeding day's Han-
ard and to run errands. They had to learn the names of 

a ll members in the Legislature and where each sat in the 
House. The sittings convened at 2:00 p.m. and the Pages 
were there to deliver messages to the correct member without 
making any errors. 

There were twenty-two Pages (eleven boys and eleven 
girls) from va rious parts of Ontario. They became good pals, 
and lasting friend ships deve loped . 
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ROBERT C. 
McKESSOCK, M.P .P. 

Robert C. McKessock, the current Liberal member of the 
Ontario Legislative Assembly for Grey Riding , is a resident 
of the Strathaven area of the township, living on the farm 
where he•was born in 1933 . His parents were Carson and 
Jean (Murdock) McKessock. He has two sisters, Marion 
(Mrs. Cecil Chambers), and Muriel (Mrs. Paul Palmer). Bob 
received his education at U.S.S . No. 8 Holland and Syden
ham, Chatsworth Continuation School and the Owen Sound 
Collegiate and Vocational Institute. 

In 1956 he married Mary Leone Smith, daughter of Nor
man and Ferna Smith of Sullivan Township. They resided 
in Owen Sound for a short time before moving to the family 
farm. Bob worked at R.C.A ., "'Owen Sound, Pharmatic 
Engineering and for four years at Edwards of Canada. He 
began full-time farming in 1958. In his youth he had been 
active in 4-H, Junior Farmers and Sports. Mary and Bob 
have a family of four - Steven, Jeffrey, Lori and Lisa. 

Bob was first nominated as the Liberal Candidate on June 
25, l 975 and succeeded in winning the election in September. 
He has been successful, also, in the 1977 and 198 I elections. 

JOHN MIECZNIKOWSKI 
The family of John Miecznikowski moved into the 

Walter's Falls area in 1980. Before this they had lived in 
Troy near Hamilton, where John had taught sculpture at 
McMaster University. While visiting friends near Walter's 
Falls, the fami ly decided that this area with its beauty and 
quieter way of life was exactly what they wanted. John, his 
wife Nadine, and son Jerome came up weekends or when
ever possible to build a home, studios and art foundry. 

Later, three former students, Peter Beckett and Roger and 
Susan Martindill, bought property close by and also built 
homes. Other artists have come to work in this environment. 

John Miecznikowski' s sculpture can be seen in front of 
City Hall in Guelph , at the Art Gallery of Hamilton, Glen
hyrst Gallery in Brantford, the National Research Council 
Building in Ottawa, and McMaster Art Gallery. In progress 
is a work for a new rose garden park in London , Onta rio . 

286 

SIR WILLIAM MULOCK 
Sir William Mulock, Chief Justice of Ontario, was a sum

mer resident of Holland Township, his summer home be
ing located near Berkeley on the West Back Line. 

Sir William Mulock was Canada's first Minister of Labour 
and was Postmaster General at the time penny postage was 
introduced. He was 23 years old at the time of 
Confederation. 

Sir William won the hearts of some young Canadians 
when ·on a fishing trip to his summer home, "Holland 
House" in May of 1936, he spoke to the children of S.S. 
No. 6 Holland and, at the conclusion, offered three prizes 
for the best essay on the following verse: 

"Life is an arrow; 
First you must know 
What mark io aim at. 
Ho w to use the bow 
Then pull to the head 
And let it go." 

The essays were to be completed by the closing of school 
in June. 

Sir William le ft a crate of oranges with the teacher, Mrs. 
Hazel Whaley, to be distributed among the children . 

Sir William Mulock died in 1944 at the age of one 
hundred. 

JOHN NELSON 
PERDUE 

John Nelson Perdue was a prominent resident of Holland 
for the greater part of his life. He was born at Massie in 
1869, the only son of Thomas and Margaret (Ceaser) Per
due. He attended U.S.S. No. 11 Holland and Sydenham, 
and later the Northern Business College in Owen Sound. 
He was married in 1896 to Margaret Jane McKessock and they 
farmed on the Perdue homestead until 1931 when they 
moved to Durham. They had a family of five: Vera, (Mrs . 
Harold Mills), Elva , Mary, (Mrs. Walter Kerr of Durham), 
Beynon of Chatsworth, and Lucas of Toronto . 

A prominent member of the Conservative party, he sought 
a seat in the Ontario Legislature in 1929 but was defeated 
by Farquhar Oliver. He was always prominent in the church, 
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acting as Sunday School Superintendent at Massie for many 
years. He was active in municipal affairs. 

He was appointed Registrar for South Grey, assuming that 
position January 1, 1931. His death occurred very suddenly 
in 1938. 

DR. HADDON RABB 
Dr. Haddon Rabb came to Walter's Falls in the l 930's 

from Fort Coulonge, Quebec, and practised for some ten 
years. He married a Walter's Falls girl, Norma Laycock, 
and returned to Fort Coulonge to practise in his home town. 
He passed away in 1980. Mrs. Rabb resides at Fort Cou
longe, Quebec. 

WILLIAM SELLWOOD 
Three hundred dollars given to him when he was 18 years 

o ld was saved by William Sellwood . The money purchased 
the Holland Centre home to which he took his bride, the 
former Sarah Jackson, following their marriage on January 
7, 1913. 

Mr. Sellwood is the first person to rise to the defence of 
He vaguely remembers his mother and has no recollection 
of his father. Mr. Sellwood was raised in Dr. Barnardo's 
home for boys. 

He was about five years old when he sailed from England 
with a boat load of children headed for Dr. Barnardo's home 
in Toronto. Young as he was, he remembered one of the 
boys being flogged with a cat-o-nine-tails for refusing to stay 
in his quarters. Eighty-five years later that flogging was still 

,( 

a vivid memory. 

Mr. Sellwood is the first person to rise to the defense of 
those who operated the home. He explained that they were 
very good to children, but children were expected to do as 
they were told. 

When the little boy arrived in Canada, he yVas boarded 
for a time in Huntsville before returning to the home in 
Toronto. He lived with Samuel and Mabel Hampton on the 
second of Holland Township until he was 18 years old. That 
is when he got the $300.00 and that is the money he used 
to purchase a home for his bride. 

Sarah Jackson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Jackson, lived just down the road from the Hamptons. 
William was only 10 or 11 when he met his bride-to-be. 

The couple were married at the bride's home. Mr. Sell
wood worked for several years at the saw mill in Holland 
Centre before taking up farming. The family belonged to 
Holland Centre Methodist Church. 

As a young fellow, Mr. Sellwood played ball for Massie. 
He was a fielder. "I figure I was just a fair hitter. They never 
depended on me to make home runs . If I did make one it 
was a mistake," he said. 

He enjoyed dancing and lots of house parties and enjoys 
playing euchre. 

It was in 1950 that the Sellwoods moved into Owen 
Sound. He was caretaker at First Baptist Church, also a 
member of the church and former member of the Orange 
Lodge. He has a daughter Gretta, (Mrs. Carman Stoddard), 
and sons Reginald of Collingwood, Milton of Owen Sound, 
while a son Mervin is deceased. 

· Mr. ·sellwood has never been back to England. A grand
son was"in England and tried to trace Mr. Sellwood's family. 
He learned a sister died about two years prior to the young 
man's visit. Otherwise he doesn't know if he had brothers 
or sisters. For the past several years he has been a resident 
of Lee Manor in Owen Sound. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Shepherdson (Ruth King) o n thei r 60t h Wedd ing An
niversary. Shepherdson was a County Constab le, Auctioneer and Horse 
Breeder of heavy horses. 
Co unc-,y o f Mr.,_ Erling Mar -; hall - their daughter 

WM. SHEPHERDSON 
William Shepherdson was doing business in the Bank at 

Chatsworth, when a robbery took place. Mr. Shepherdson 
took after the robber on foot giving chase through the 
swampy areas of Holland Township alone. He won the race 
and the robber was brought back to Chatsworth. 

Mr. Shepherdson was rewarded for bravery. He received 
a set of handcuffs and was made a county constable. He 
served the area well; if order was required any time, any 
place, Mr. Shepherdson only had to rise to his feet and order 
was achieved. 
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He also was a licensed auctioneer and assisted at many 
farm sales in Holland Township. 

A noted horseman and lover of horses, he was well known 
throughout the farming area where he travelled with his 
Clydesdale stallion. He also owned a prize-winning Shire 
stallion taking top place at the Toronto Exhibition. 

Mr. Shepherdson travelled by train to Toronto Exhibi
tion. On one return journey to Markdale Station he was in 
a train wreck at Caledon. Although Mr. Shepherdson re
ceived injuries he laid no claim. A fellow passenger did claim 
for an injury he did not receive, but stayed in bed and ques
tioned Mr. Shepherdson as to why he did not do the same. 
Mr. Shepherdson's reply was "Good God, man, I'm glad 
to be alive." 

DR. WILFRED SHUTE 
Dr. Wilfred Shute was born in 1907 in Berkeley, the son 

of Mr. and Mrs . James Shute. Ht had two brothers, Evan 
and Wallace. 

Dr. Shute's parents lived in Berkeley in the house where 
Mr. and Mrs. Angus Fitzsimmof\S now live. His father was 
a teacher. His mother's maiden name was Threadgold and 
her family lived on the McLaughlin farm on the east side 
of Number 10 Highway on the southern outskirts of 
Berkeley. 

Dr. Shute was a heart specialist and had a practice in Port 
Credit. He retired ten years ago (1972) . In 1948 he and his 
brother, Evan a gynecologist and obstetrician, opened the 
Shute Foundation for Medical Research in London, a non
profit centre for Vitamin E research which still exists. 

Dr. Shute passed away in Florida in December of 1982 
at the age of seventy-five. 

REV. C. WESLEY NEELANDS 
Rev . C. W. Neelands is the elder son of Mr. and Mrs. Max 

Neelands. He received his elementary education in Western 
Canada, graduated -from the Owen Sound Collegiate and 
Vocational Institute. He graduated frorrt Queen's Univer
sity with a Bachelor of Divinity degree. He married Mildred 
Riddell of Massie who was killed in a car accident in 1973. 
They had a family of two, Paul and Eleanor. Rev. and Mrs. 
Neelands served several pastorates in eastern Ontario . Upon 
his retirement, he resided in that area. 

KATHERINE M. WILSON SIMMIE 
Katherine (Kate) Wilson was born on the Second of Holland 

Township a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John A. (Lytle) 
Wilson. She became a registered nurse at the Owen Sound 
G & M Hospital, a member of the first School of Nursing 
from this hospital. She was employed by the Board of 
Education but when war was declared in 1914, Kate enlisted 
at once. 
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She was sent to England first and then to France where 
she served for almost a year. She was then transferred to 
Malta , and Alexandria in Egypt. From there she was sent 
to Lemnos Island in the Aegean Sea. Conditions at this camp 
were terrible - not only the heat but the flies, the small 
stones they had to walk on continuously, no hydro, and liv
ing in tents. Their only means of travel was by donkey. All 
this time Kate was receiving,$4.10 per day. Finally Turkish 
prisoners of war were brou.ght in to pick all the little stones 
off the camp grounds. 

Kate left the island on January 16, 1916 and was for a 
short while again in Alexandria. She was stationed again 
in France where she took influenza. She was returned to 
England on sick leave and left for home in February, 1917 . 
She was welcomed back to Owen Sound by Mayor R.D. 
Little and then was sent to Ottawa. 

Kate married Lieutenant Robert Simmie whom she had 
met in France. Robert Simmie was a former defenceman 
for the Wiarton Redmen. After their marriage they were sent 
to Kansas City where Lieutenant Simmie was engaged in 
recruiting soldiers for the Army. 

When the war ended the Simmies returned to Wiarton to 
live and they raised a large family there. 

Kate wrote and published a book "Lights Out!" telling 
her tale of the experiences of a Nursing Sister in the First 
World War. 

Presently Katherine Wilson Simmie is in a nursing home 
in Campbellford. She is 94. What a full and rewarding life 
she has lived! 

WILBERT 
SUTCLIFFE 

A prominent district farmer has lived on the fourth con
cession of Holland Township all of his life. 

Wilbert Sutcliffe served with faithful dedication in 
Municipal life , as Councillor from 1936 through to 1940. 
He became Reeve in 1941 and served in this office until 1946 
and again in 1952. He was elected to the office of Warden 
of the County of Grey for 1945. 

He served the Township of Holland in the capacity of 
Road Superintendent for the years 1953 through to 1977 
when he retired from Municipal work. 
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Mr. Sutcliffe married in 1943 to the former Edna Dixon 

who ably assist.ed him in his many municipal activities, 
predeceasing him in 1959. 

Mr. Sutcliffe resides on the family farm semi-retired to
day, with his second wife, the former Ruth Holley. 

Wib's hobby is horse shoe pitching, having won many 
trophies in which he justifiably takes pride. 

REV. HUGH TAYLOR 
Hugh Taylor, the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 

C. Taylor, was born on the family farm near Massie on 
November 16, 1890. He received his education at Massie 
Public School and Chatsworth Continuation School, grad
uating from the Owen Sound Collegiate Institute in 1908. 
He then attended Victoria College, University of Toronto, 
receiving his Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1912 - then Emmanuel 
College, University of Toronto, receiving his Bachelor of 
Divinity degree in 1915. Later in his ministry he received 
his M.A. from Emmanuel College. 

He served in World War 1, going overseas with the Signal 
Corps (38th Battalion) in 1915. He was made a chaplain 
overseas and served in this capacity with the Signal Corps 
in England and France receiving his discharge in 1919. 

Rev. Hugh Taylor married Ruth Havergal Walker on July 
23, 1919 and during that year was appointed Methodist 
minister to Kenilworth. Soon afterwards he was appointed 
by the Methodist Church in Canada as a missionary to West 
China, serving as a minister there from 1920 - 1926. He 
returned to Canada for two and one-half years as there was 
political unrest in China and foreigners were not welcome. 
He was able to return in 1929 and served until 1931 when 
health problems forced him to return to Canada. He then 
served at Salem United Church and Thames Road United 
Church as minister, passing away at Thames Road in 1935. 

Three of the family were born in Szechuan Province, 
China - June Elizabeth 1920, Isabel Ruth 1922, and Hugh 
Ross 1930. After returning to Canada another daughter, 
Margaret Joy, was born in 1932. 

After Rev. Taylor 's death, his widow, Ruth, continued 
in the work of the United Church, serving as Overseas 
Secretary for the Women' s Missionary Society in charge of 
all women missionaries of the church. She was awarded an 
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, (H.L.D.) by Ewna 
Women's University, Seoul, Korea. This was in recognition 
of her contribution to missionary work. She retired from 
active service to the United Church of Canada in 1970 but 
ret urned to act as adviser on many committees and boards 
of the church. She passed away in March 1982 at the age 
of 87. 

REV. ALEXANDER TORRIE 
Rev. Alexander Torrie was the second youngest son of 

Archibald and Catherine McColeman Torrie of Strathaven. 
He began his education in the little one-room school house 

in the community. Secondary education was obtained at the 
Owen Sound Collegiate. He went on to higher education 
at McMaster University, which at that time was situated in 
Brant ford. 

He and his wife, Alberta, settled into a pastorate in 
Calgary, Alberta. For most of his years he travelled as an 
evangelist in Canada and parts of the United States. He had 
a home in Toronto and a summer home at Honey Harbour . 
There was one daughter, Audrey, who married James 
Maloney Q.C. of Toronto . She died at an early age, leav
ing a young family. 

For some years the late Herman Leonard of Owen Sound 
was the soloist during his evangelistic campaigns. 

Rev. Torrie's wife, Alberta, passed away, and some years 
later he re-married . He spent his later years of retirement 
in Toronto. 

ANNA MAY 
WILSON 

Anna May Wilson was born on the second of Holland 
Township, a daughter of John A. Wilson of Aberdeen, 
Scotland and Susan Lytle. She attended Owen Sound Col
legiate Institute and later graduated from Ottawa Normal 
School. She taught school for a number of years. She entered 
an American-wide contest for the best story sponsored by 
the David C. Cooke Publishing Company, Chicago, and 
won first prize of $1,000.00. At the publisher's request she 
spent some time in Chicago helping to revise a number of 
books . 

Returning to Canada, she was Women 's Editor for the 
Farmer's Advocate in London, Ontario, for 19 years. Dur
ing this time she wrote several books including "Car
michael", and "The Forging of the Pikes", which were both 
serialized in the Advocate. In 1942 an abridged version of 
"The Forging of <the Pikes" was brought out by Copp Clark 
Publishing Company for use as an authorized textbook in 
secondary schools. 

After Miss Wilson returned to Chatsworth she wrote and 
directed a pageant, "The Dream Lady", which was pre
sented in the beautiful, natural setting of the Chatsworth 
Memorial Park . 

Anna May Wilson passed away on December 23, 1962, 
at the age of 92. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Speck and Family 
Daug/11ers - Margaret, Nettie, and Alice 
Only son, Russell. 
Mrs. Speck was the first white child born in Walter's falls and Mr. Speck was a tight-rope walker. 
(our11 .. ·,~ or .\l r-,. Al1.:r Carmidu:al (G rand -c.l aull hh .. ' r) 

JOHN SPECK 

A tight rope walker in Walter's Falls? Yes, it is told that 
a man called John Speck climbed out of an upstairs win
dow in the hotel and walked the tight rop,e that was strung 
across the road to the Reynold's store, 'balancing a bam
boo pole. 

He seemed to have no fear of height and when the flour 
mill was rebuilt John stood on his head on the corner post 
of the new mill over the water flume and the fast flowing 
river below. Also, when the grain elevators were completed 
at Owen Sound harbour, a request was made for someone 
to place a flag on top of the elevator. Mr. Speck, not a young 
man said, "I can do that" and he did, being paid for his 
services $25 .00. 

A pioneer long remembered, he was the husband of the 
first white girl, Sarah Walter, born in Walter's Falls. He 
could be found in his workshop where he spent his last years 
working on his hobbies. In many of the brides' kitchens you 
would find one of his rolling pins in use on bake day . Each 
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fall he ran a cider press for the homes that had a cider 
vinegar barrel, and fresh cider was added each year from 
apples collected in the orchards . 

Telephone lineman was also one of his jobs and he was 
always on call to-the St. Vincent Telephone System and the 
Chatsworth line too. He became well known to all. He and 
his wife raised a grandaughter Mildred Plourde (Mrs. Alec 
Carmichael) of Bognor. 

JERRY TRAMPTHON 
Jerry Trampthon was another Barnardo boy. When he 

came to Canada he was sent to work on Bill McComb's 
farm. He ran away from there and went to work for Jack 
Mcinnis for several years . Eventually he ran away from there 
and when last heard from he was working with a circus in 
the U.S.A . 



ORPHA KRAUSE TRESSLER 
Orpha Kraus.e was born in Williamsford, the daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs . Ephriam Krause. She attended Williamsford 
Public School and received her high school education at the 
Chats worth . Continuation School. As a career she chose 
nursing and received her training at the Owen Sound General 
and Marine Hospital. She went to the United States and was 
working at her profession when the Second World War 
broke out. 

She joined the Nurses' Corps of the American Army and 
during this time she met and married Captain Irvin Tressler 
of the Engineer Corps . They were stationed on the Aleutian 
Islands. After the war they lived in Alaska where they raised 
their family. Upon the passing of Captain Tressler in 1975, 
Mrs. Orpha Tressler returned to Williamsford where she 
now resides . 

She has sisters Miss Ruth Krause, and Mrs. Vera Davey 
of Williamsford, Mrs. Violet Toms of Owen Sound, and 
a brother Charles of Toronto . 

JOHN UNWIN 
John Unwin and his brother, Hughie, were Barnardo boys 

sent to Canada when they were very small. John was sent 
to Jim Weeden's. He ran away from Weeden's and came 
to live with Ben Wheildon near Arnott. He would rent a 
livery horse in Chatsworth to visit and court his wife, Sara 
Gobert, of Desboro. He worked in the bush on Lot 23 on 
the Second of Holland . 

He married Sara Gobert ancf moved to the Green farm, 
Lot 29, Second Concession of Holland . They had a family 
of four - Clara (Mrs. Clifford Curtis), Bill, who worked 
for Ontario Hydro for years and married Dollie Tribble, 
Hughie a bachelor, and Reuben now living in Lee Manor. 
Reuben lost both of his hands and one leg when he almost 
froze to death in 197 5. 

John Unwin was a good farmer and neighbour. All their 
family are now deceased except Reuben . 

John Unwin' s brother, Hughie, went to the United States 
to live . 

HENRY VICTOR WALES 
Henry Victor Wales was widely esteemed throughout the 

district for his many community activities. He served 
Holland Townsh ip as clerk for twenty years, resigning his 
position due to ill health in December, 1957 . 

Mr. Wales was born in Brighton, England in 1890, came 
to Canada in 1910 and did farm work for James Breadner 
of Goring in I 912. He married Ettie Ellis, and resided in 
the Goring area until 1930 when they moved to Walter's 
Falls and resided there until his death in 1958 . Hi s wife 
passed away in 1938 and he remarried in 1948 to Alice Reid . 
A carpenter by trade, an excellent book keeper, he was also 

a conveyancer and Justice of the Peace, two positions which 
enabled him to render service on many occasions to residents 
of the Walter's Falls area. He designed and built several 
houses there. He was Secretary-Treasurer of the Walter's 
Falls Agricultural Society as well as Secretary-Treasurer for 
the Athletic Club, and was on the board of St. Philip's 
Cemetery and the United Church Cemetery. 

HENRY 
VICTOR WALES 

During the war, Mr. Wales organized the National Reg
istration, the Vidory Bond Sales and assisted in numerous 
other activities. He gave freely of his time and substahce 
to many organizations. 

He was presented with a diploma of merit for supplying ........___ 
carrier or homing pigeons used during the Second World 
War. A lover of animals, Mr. Wales served frequently as 
a judge of poultry and pets at the fairs, and kept prize 
pigeons, rabbits, bantams, dogs, ferrets, birds and also an 
aquarium. 

As a boy in England, Mr. Wales had the honour of speak
ing to Queen Victoria. His father, a policeman, knew the 
route of the Queen's carriage, and on one occasion it 
stopped so the Queen could speak to the boys who had given 
her a royal welcome. Mr. Wales' only son, Percy, served 
in the Second World War, took an English war bride and 
remained in Merstham, England after the war. He returned 
to Canada for brief visits with sisters Edna, Jessie , and 
Doris, all of Walter's Falls. 

Markda/e Standard, March, 1958 

THE WILLIAMS FAMILY 
At a Methodist meeting in Cornwall, England, Margaret 

Pearse of Cornwall met William Williams of Devon, a lay 
reader in the Wesleyan Methodist Church. Although Wil-
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Jiam was 13 years older than Margaret they were married 
the day before Margaret was 21 on March 15 , 1835. They 
emigrated to Canada with their eight-month-old son, Alfred, 
and a Mr. and Mrs. Mason, one of the founders of the 
Mason and Risch piano company. William Williams was a 
baker by trade. He and his family settled in Toronto, later 
moving to Weston where they opened a bakeshop in 1846. 
This was not a profitable move so they moved to Albion 
Township, 30 miles from Toronto, where William managed 
a general store. 

In 1849 William and other men trekked north reaching 
the Queen's Bush in Holland Township. Here William 
secured a farm and erected a primitive log house. He re
turned for his family and they moved north at winter's end 
in 1850. 

Conditions were rough - just a mud floor in the house 
and straw ticks to sleep on. Johnny, the baby that year, 
became very ill and Mrs. Norton, who lived a mile or so 
south, came to the Williams' home and stayed until after 
the baby died and was buried . The father, William, con
ducted the funeral service. The Shunn family lived on the 
other side of the Toronto-Sydenham Road and Mrs . Wil
liams was thankful for other female company. 

The Williams were concerned about education for their 
large family and other children of the settlers. A Mr. Polson 
agreed to teach in McBride's School which was situated 
northward from and a little west of Williams' Lake. He only 
stayed a short time. Margaret Williams felt it was their duty 
to teach - she in the new Toronto Line School and her hus
band at McBride's School, while the older members of the 
family were left to carry on the clearing ofJand and the farm 
chores . 

The highlight of the year 1857 was a wagon trip to Owen 
Sound. 

On the land granted to William Williams by the crown 
in 1850 and cleared by its original settlers, a large composite 
school now stands, the first unit of which was built approxi
mately 110 years after Margaret began her teaching in the 
first log school nearby. 

William Williams passed away in .April, 1882 and 
Margaret died suddenly in December 1888. 

It was from this Williams family that Williams' Lake got 
its name. 

Holford 
William and Margaret Watts milkin l( cows (CI KCA) 1934 

Councw ot lta Wa11, 
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1945, Holland Centre 
Left to right - Harvey Mcinnis, ------, Mel Hanna, John Bracken, Gar
field Case, Dean Campbell. 
1945 by-election Garfield Case beat A. J. McNaughton. 
Courtesy of Lya ll Mcinnis, Submi tted by Delphine Tay lor 

APPENDIX 

HOLLAND TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
1855 - 1982 

Complete township records are not available, but it all 
started in the kitchen of John Mcinnis at Arnott. Meetings 
were held in other homes and Galbraith Hall, Price's Hall , 
Holland Centre Hall and Community Centre, Township 
shed, and then at the permanent meeting place the Municipal 
Building built in 1980. 

ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 
OF HOLLAND TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

1855 - Reeve G. Deavitt , Councillo rs J . Allen, S. H . Breese, J . Falkner, G . Cuni s 
1856 - Reeve G. Deavitt , Deputy Reeve J . Fleming, Councillors S. H . Breese, 

John Allen, R. Green 
Tavern Inspectors J . Fleming, J . Wright, Wm . Jackson 
Tavern a t Walter 's Falls owned by J . Campbell to be licensed at 3 pounds. 
1857 - Reeve G . Deavitt , Councillors J . Byers, J. Willi amson , Wm . White, 

S. H . Breese 
1858 - Reeve G . Deav itt , Deputy Reeve J . Byers, S. Breese, Wm. White , 

Jas . Williamson 
1859 - Reeve G. Deavitt, Councillors J. Byers, Wm. White, R. Green, Thos. Walters 
1860-62 - Reeve G. Deavitt , Councillors J. Byers, R. Green , J . G illespie, Thos. 

Ramage 
1863 - Reeve J . Byers, Councill ors G. Deavitt , R. Green Wm . Howey, Wm . White 
1864 - Reeve J . Byers, Councillors R. Green, W. Howey, G. Deav itt, N. G illespie 
1865 - Reeve J . Lyons, Deput y Reeve Wm. Howey, J . Byers, G. Deavitt , R. Green 
1866 - Reeve G. Deavitt , a lso D. McGregor, no explanation on records. Councillo rs 

J . Lyons, Wm . Howey, R. G reen, Wm . Smit h 
1867 - Reeve D. McGregor, Councillors Wm . Howey, J. Deavitt, R. Green , J . White 
1868 - Reeve D. McGregor, Councillors W. Howey, R. Green, J . Deavitt , Wm. Smith 
1869 - Reeve D. McGregor, Councillors Wm. Howey, J . Deavitt , R. Green, Non on 
1870 - Reeve D. McG regor, Deputy Reeve W. Howey, Counci llors R. Green, 

J. Deavitt , Non on 
187 1-72 - Reeve D. McGregor, Deput y Reeve W. Howey , Councillors Non on, 

J . Deavitt, Mr. Mu rray 
Ten tavern licenses issued February 23, 1872. 
1873 - Reeve W. Howey, Cou ncillors Norton, Murray, J. Deavitt 
1874-75-76 - Reeve D. McGregor, Councillors Norton , J. Freeborn , J . Deavitt 
1877 - Reeve W. Howey, Deput y Reeve Mr. Arnott , Councillors Norton , J . Freeborn , 

J. Deavitt 
1878 - Reeve Wm. Howey, Deput y Reeve Mr. Arnott , Counci ll ors J. Gi llespie, 

W. Norton, J. Dea vitt 
1879 - Reeve Wm . Howey. Deput y Reeve J . Cameron , Counci llors J. Gillespie, 

W. Norton, J. Deavitt 
1880 - Reeve Wm. Howey, Deputy Reeve J . Cameron , Coun cillors W. Norton, 

A. Sh ute. J . Merriam 
1881 - Reeve W. Howey , Deput y Reeve J . Ca meron, Councillors A. Shu te, 

W. Norton. J. Gillespie 



Holland township council elected November~ •1982 
First council elected for a three year term. 

Back row - Don McEwen, Road Superintendent ; Glen Carbert, councillor; Arnold Rosenburg, Clerk-Treasurer; Jack Burnside , councillor 
Front row - Thomas Kuglin , councillor; Frank Beirnes, Reeve; Stewart Mustard , Deputy-Reeve 
Counesy of A . N. Clarke 

1882 - Reeve W. Howey, Deputy Reeve J . Cameron, Counci llo rs A. Shute, J. Deavitt , 

W . Norton 
1883 - Reeve J . Cameron , Deputy Reeve A. Shute, Counci llors J . Deavitt, 

R. McKennit, J . Galbraith 
1884-85-86 - Reeve J . Cameron, Deputy Reeve A . Shute, Councillors L. Williscroft, 

J. Galbraith , W . Howey 
1887 - Reeve E. Oldham , Depu ty Reeve A. Sh ute, Councillors M. Howey, 

J . Galbraith, Mr. Murray 
1888 - Reeve E. Oldham, Deputy Reeve A. Shute, Counci llors L. Williscroft, 

M . Howey, J . Galbraith 
1889-90 - Reeve W . Norton , Deput y_ Reeve A . Shute, Counci llors Wm . Hampton, 

J . Galbraith , W. Foster 
1891 - Reeve W. Norton, Deputy Reeve A. Shute, Councillors Wm . Hampton , 

L. Williscroft , Wm . Foster 
1892 - Reeve W. Norton , Deput y Reeve A. Shute, Councillors J. Murray, 

L. Williscro ft , Wm . Hampton 
1893 - Reeve A. Shute, Deputy Reeve J . Galbrai th, Councillors L. Williscroft , 

J. Murray, Wm . Foster 
1894-95 - Reeve A. Shute, Deputy Reeves J . Galbraith and L. Williscroft, Cou ncil

lors W. Foster, J . Murray 
1896 - Reeve A. Shute , Councillors W . Foster, J . Murray , Wm. Hampton, 

L. Williscroft 
1897-98 - Reeve A. Shute, Co uncillors W. Hampton, W. Foster, J . Murray, 

R. McKennit 
1900-0 1-02 - Reeve Wm . Hampton , Counci llors R. McIntosh, J. Murray, W. Foster, 

E. Merriam 
1903-04 - Reeve W. Foster, Counci llors A. Gillespie, S. Greenaway, J. Murray, 

B. Whei ldon 
1905 - Reeve Wm . Hampton, Councillors B. Wheildon, S. Greenaway, R.J . McInt osh, 

R. Purvis 
1906 - Reeve Wm. Hampton, Counci llors B. Wheildon, S. Greenaway, R. Mc Intosh , 

W. McClean 

1907 - Reeve W. Hampton, Councillors B. Wheildon, S. Greenaway, R. J . McIntosh , 

J. Murray 
1908 - Reeve W. Hampton, Councillors S. Greenaway, R. McIntosh, B. Wheildon , 

J . Adams 
1909-10-11 - Reeve A. Shute, Deputy Reeve Wm. Hampton, Councillors Chisholm , 

Howey, McIntosh 
1912 - Reeve Wm . Hampton, Deputy Reeve R. Howey, Councillors, S. Greenaway, 

G . Davidson, J. Adams 
191 3 - Reeve Wm. Hampton , Deputy Reeve A. Chisholm , Councillors G. Davidson, 

J. McAvoy, Greenaway 
1914 - Reeve A . Chisholm , Deput y Reeve J . McAvoy, Council!ors J . Adams, 

H. Sargeant, G. Davidson 
1915 - Reeve A. Chisholm , Deputy Reeve J . McAvoy, Councillors G. Davidson, 

H . Sargeant , R. Ceasar 
1916- 17 - Reeve J . McAvoy, Deputy Reeve G. Davidson, Councillors Sargeant, 

R. Ceasar, A. Acheson 
1918 - Reeve R. Howey, Councillors A . Acheson, R. Ceasar, J. McAvoy, H. Sargeant 

1919-20 - Reeve R. Howey, Councill o rs A. Acheson, Ed Beirnes, R. Ceasar, 

H . Sargeant 

192 1 - Reeve R. Howey, Councillors R. Ceasar, D. Gardiner, G . Davidson, 

H . Sargeant 

1922 - Reeve R. Howey, Cou ncillors D. Gardiner, H . Sargeant , G . Davidson, 

W. McClea n 

1923 - Reeve D. Gard'iner, Councillors W. McClean , A . Stewart, G. Davidson, 

A. Rit chie 
1924 - Reeve D. Gardiner, Deput y Reeve G. Davidson, Counci llors S. Marshal, 

A. Stewart, R. Crawford 

I 925 - Reeve D. Gardiner, Deput y Reeve A. Acheson, Councillors S. Marshall, 

A. Stewart, A. Ritchie 

1926 - Reeve D. Gard in er, Deputy Reeve A. Acheson , Cou ncillors S. Marshall , 

A. Stewart. R. Comber 
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1927-28 - Reeve D. Gardiner, Deputy Reeve A. Stewart, Co uncillors J . Price, 
R. Comber, J . Heighes 

1929-30-3 1 - Reeve A. Acheson , Deput y Reeve J . Heighes, Councillors J . Howey, 
J . Price, W . Car be rt 

1932-33-34-35 - Reeve J . Heighes, Deputy Reeve J . Price, Councillors Wm. Carbert, 
J . Howey, Geo . Hanna 

1936 - Reeve J. Heighes, Deputy Reeve G. Hanna, Councillors W. Sutcliffe, R. Dixon, 
H. Gillespie 

1937 - Reeve J . Heighes, Deputy Reeve G. Hanna, Counci llors R. Dixon, H. Gillespie, 
R. McFadden 

1938 - Reeve G. Hanna, Councillor W. Buchanan, W. Sutcliffe, R. Dixon, W. Beirnes 
1939-40 - part 41 - Reeve George Hanna, Councillors W. Sutcliffe, R. Dixon, 

W . Buchanan, W. Beirnes 
1941 - George Hanna died and W. Sutcliffe became Reeve a nd James Howey was 

added to Counci l 
1942 - Reeve W. Sutcliffe, Councillors R. Dixon, W. Beirnes, W. Buchanan, J. Howey 
1943-44 - Reeve W. Sutcliffe, Deputy Reeve J . Howey, Councillors S. Howey, 

R. Dixon, W. Buchanan 
1945 - Reeve W. Sutcliffe, Councillors W. Buchanan, C. Weeden, S. Howey, R. Dixon 
1946 - Reeve W. Sutcliffe, Deput y Reeve W. Buchanan, Councillors R. Dixon, 

S. Howey, C. Weeden 
1947-48 - Reeve S. Howey, Counci llors Morrow, Jackson, McFadden, J . Sowerby 
1949-50 - Reeve S. Howey, Councillors M . Sellwood, R. McFadden, Wm. Morrow, 

V. Hansen 
1951 - Reeve S. Howey, Deput y Reeve Wm. Morrow, Councillors M. Sellwood, 

V. Hansen, Wes. Patlan 
1952 - Reeve W. Sutcliffe, Councillors L. Mcinnis, J . Norton , W. Patlan, V. Hansen 
1953-54 - Reeve Vic Hansen, Deputy Reeve W . Patlan , Councillors L. Mcinn is, 

J . Norton, Gordon Hanna 
1955 - Reeve E. Bradley, Deput y Reeve W . Patlan, Councillors L. Mcinnis, 

J . Norton, G. Hanna 
1956-57 - Reeve E. Bradley, Deputy Reeve L. Mcinnis, Councillors W. Walker, 

V. Hansen, G . Hanna 
1958 - Reeve E. Bradley, Deputy Reeve L. Mcinnis, Councillors G. Hanna, 

W . Walker , J . Norton 
1959-60 - Reeve E. Bradley, Deputy Reeve L. Mcinnis, Councillors G. Hanna , 

J . Norton, R. Comber 
1961 - Reeve L. Mcinnis, Deputy Reeve G. Hanna, Councillors R. J . Fee, G . Lang, 

N. Seabrook 
1962 - Reeve E. Bradley, Deputy Reeve G. Hanna, Councillors N. Seabrook, R. J . Fee, 

G. Lang 
1963-64-65 - L. Mcinnis, Deput y Reeve G. Hanna, Councillors G. Lang, W. F. 

McComb, R. J . Fee 
1966-67-68-69-70 - Reeve L. Mcinnis, Deputy Reeve G. Lang, Counci llors 

G. Carbert , E. Stafford, W . F. McCom b 
1971-72 - Reeve L. Mcinnis, Deput y Reeve W. F. McComb Councillors E. Stafford, 

G. Johnston , G. Carbert 
1973-74 - Reeve L. Mcinnis, Deput y Reeve G. Carbert, Councillors G. Johnston, 

E. Stafford, G. Lang 
1975-76 - Reeve L. Mcinnis, Deput y Reeve G. Carbert, Councillors G. Lang, 

G . Hanna, F. Beirnes 
1977-78 - Reeve L. Mcinn is, Deput y Reeve G . La ng, Councillors F. Beirnes, 

M. Taylor, Ed. Neelands 
1979-80-8 1-82 - Reeve G. Carbert, Deputy Reeve F. Beirnes, Councillors Mac Taylor, 

E. Neelands , Margaret Quinton 

There are many not mentioned here who contributed 
much to the progress of the township. 

The first reeve was Charles Thorpe, also serving as treas
urer at the same time by a strange construction of the 
Municipal Act. 

HOLLAND COUNCIL 
The council elected November 8, 1982 was; 

Reeve 
- Frank Beirnes 
Deputy Reeve 
- Mac Taylor 

Councillors 
- Stewart Mustard 
- Thomas Kuglin 
- Jack Burnside 

The inaugural meeting was held December I, 1982. After 
the swearing-in of the new council a short business sess ion 
followed . During the session, Deputy Reeve, Mac Taylor 
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tendered his resignation, being the shortest term of office 
on record in the township . 

Another meeting was held December 4, I 982, to fill the 
seat vacated by Mac Taylor. Council had two alternatives, 
an election, or appointment for the vacant seat. Margaret 
Quinton could not be appointed to the Deputy Reeve job, 
according to the Ontario Municipal Act; only a sitting 
member of council can be appointed to the position. In fill
ing a vacant council seat a runner-up can be appointed, or 
an eligible voter from the municipality . 

Stewart Mustard, having obtained the highest number of 
votes at the November 8, 1982 election, was sworn in as the 
Deputy Reeve. Glen Carbert , who lost the Reeveship , but 
had the next highest number of votes at the election, was 
given the council seat. 

SOME OF THE OFFICES FILLED 1855 - 1982 

Treasurer 

Clerk 

1855-58 - John Fleming, salary 2 pounds, 10 shillings. 
Others were: John Deavitt, S.H. Breese, John Cam
eron, Mac Cameron, Wm. Hampton, Phil McKay was 
appointed in 1934 to 1974, Mrs. Doris Hillis until 1977. 

1855-57 - William Lyons, salary 18 pounds. 
August 1857 - November 1857 - Andrew Quinn 
1857 - 1872 - Henry Cardwell 
1873 - 1888 - Carson Price 
1888 - 1937 - J.P. Hare 
August 1937 - 1957 - H .V. Wales 
1957 - 1977 - Victor Hansen 

At this time the clerk and treasurer positions were amal
gamated and Arnold Rosenburg became the township's first 
full-time clerk-treasurer. 

In I 928 Dave Gardiner resigned from the office of reeve, 
and became Holland Township's first road superintendent 
at a salary of $600.00 per year, followed by Allan Storey 
in 1947, Wilbur Sutcliffe in 1952, Ronald Routenburg in 
1976, and Don McEwen in 1978. 

EXCERPTS FROM HOLLAND COUNCIL 
MINUTE BOOKS 

Pounds Shillings Pence 
Tavern Licence issued for Holland township taverns 

1838 March 26 - Robt. Clarke 
- Tavern license 4 5 
May 5 - Thomas Graham 
- Tavern license 2 0 
May 17 - Thos Knox 
- Tavern license 0 
May 31 - William Lowe 
- Tavern license 0 
Aug. 18 - Wm. Campbell 
- Tavern license 5 
Aug. 21 - Smith 
- 1 / 2 year Tavern license 2 10 

1909-10 A petition regarding Local Option was presented 
to council, a vote was held, and a by-law passed Jan . 



1910, prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages in 
Holland Township . 

1977 Holland Township voters again went to the polls and 
the majority vote was in favour of permitting alco
holic beverages at social functions when a licence had 
been -granted. 

1868 Holland council approved bonuses to assist Toronto 
Grey and Bruce Railway to the sum of $40,000. 

1873 S.H. Breese was appointed treasurer at a salary of 
$60.00 a year. 

1877 The township was divided into wards. Expenditures 
on roads were: north ward $85.00, west ward $75.00, 
south ward $70.00, east ward $70.00. Total: $300.00 

1879 Tenders for assessor: Elija Page $80.00, Robert 
McKennit $40.00, Daniel Telford $44.00, John Mur
phy $40.00, Geo. Little $50.00. John Murphy was 
chosen assessor for the year 1879. 

1881 Election expenses were $36.20. 

1884 A sanitary health inspector was appointed. His duties 
were to visit each school, once a year, and report to 
the board as to cleanliness, and whether any infec
tious diseases were among the children. 

Amount of money required for each school section: 
Holl. Sull. 

U .S.S. #1 
Holland and Sullivan $500.00 $179.33 $320.67 

U.S.S. #2 
Holland and Sullivan 190.00 72.84 114.16 

u.s.s. #3 
Holland and Sullivan 200.00 72.48 127.52 

U.S.S. #1 
Holland and Sydenham 300.00 294.40 5.60 

#2 Holland 260.07 
#3 Holland 335 .00 
#4 Holland 264.00 
#5 Holland 200.00 
#6 Holland 190.00 
#7 Holland 324.00 
#9 Holland 235.00 
#10 Holland 209.00 

1892 Tenders were received to provide maps of Walter's 
Falls and Williams ford. Mr. J. Sing's offer of $40.00 
was accepted. 

I 893 Tenders were received for a bridge to be built at 
Walter's Falls; providing the cost was under $400.00 

1903 Andrew Cromar paid council 60(!: for use of the 
grader for four hours. 

1904 Mr. Fred Boldt, Undertaker, was paid $22.00 for 
funeral plus $3.00 for digging grave and transport
ing doctor. Dr. McCullough received $8.75 for disin
fecting house after diptheria outbreak. 

1905 A petition brought to council by J. D. Hampton with 
79 signatures to open sixty sideroad between Con
cession I and 2 E.G.R. fit for travel. 

1906 Caretaker was appointed and he would receive 25(!: 
to clean hall after each meeting. 

1906 April - The reeve reported the purchase of two two
wheeled scrapers and one router plough for the sum 
of $106.00 

1906 May - A by-law was passed by council stating a 
license of $25 .00 had to be obtained to sell cigarettes 
in Holland Township. The penalty for not obtain
ing a license would not be less than $10.00 nor more 
than $20.00 

1908 Council advertised for a grader operator at $2.00 per 
JO-hour day, and two teams with teamster at $3.00 
per JO-hour day. 

1909 John McDonald Esq. received permission to build 
a telephone line from Chatsworth to Massie, Strat
haven and Walter's Falls. 

1909 James Goldsmith received $240.00 for building a 
bridge at Massie. 

1910 It was compulsory for dogs to wear muzzles. They 
were made of wire and made so the dog could drink 
and eat without the removal of the muzzle but the 
dog could not bite when wearing it. 

"June 1910 - It is moved by R.J. McIntosh and 
sec'd. by W. Hampton that we appoint William 
Dixon and Duke Abbey to the position of Dog In
spector to see that the regulations regarding the sup
pression of rabies are observed, and that they receive 
$1. 50 per day for the time actually lost in connec
tion with the same." 

1914 Feb . - Holland Township council sent a request re
spectfully requesting His Honour, The Lieutenant 
Governor in Council to make the desire of council 
effective as to the building and operating of an Elec
tric Railway from the city of Guelph to the town of 
Owen So.und by directing the Hydro Commission to 
take the ~ec~;sary steps, to acquire the necessary data 
set forth in the said act, and if found satisfactory, 
to have an agreement prepared so it can be voted on 
by the electors. The vote was taken but did not have 
a majority. 

1916 July - Holland Township Council made a presen
tation of $10.00 in gold to each member of the ex
peditionary forces belonging to Holland Township. 

1919 January - A committee was appointed to purchase 
medals for the boys who went overseas . 

I 923 July - The clerk requested the assessor to make sup
plementary roll, with names of all married women 
thereon, who are entitled to vote at municipal elec
tions . 

1923 August - A by-law was passed making it com
pulsory to destroy grasshoppers in the township; pro
viding we have the authority to do so. 

Mr. Joseph Hampton told the story of a young 
woman who started sewing after lunch in front of 
a window overlooking a wheat field. By mid after
noon she thought it had changed its appearance and 
on investigating found that the grasshoppers had 
taken over. By night fall it was very badly ravaged. 
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Many farmers were affected, causing a shortage of 1949 February - A No. 112 Caterpillar grader was pur-
feed for the animals the following winter. chased for $14,805.00 

1928 Statute Labour was in force from 1877 - 1928. Each 1959 September - Council was asked to approve the ex-
property owner according to his assessment, was re- tension of a new wing to the Markdale Hospital with 
quired to do an assessed number of hours of road Holland Township to pay $300.00 per year for eight 
work toward their taxes . In 1928 a by-law was passed years or until debt is liquidated. 
to abolish statute labour, and two additional mills 

1960 February - Holland Township Council went on 
were added in lieu of this labour. 

record as being opposed to another Hog vote, due 
1932 July - Council agreed to pay Wm. Buchanan $21.12 to the fact that a vo.te was held, and won in favour 

mileage to move a family from Holland Township of the Hog Producers with a 68% majority. 
to Bracebridge; a distance of 264 miles. 

1933 June - The Bank of Montreal discontinued their 
1971 October - A rabies clinic was held at Holland Cen-

branch at Holland Centre and requested that further 
tre and Walter's Falls 

township business be transferred to Chatsworth. 1974 September - Holland Council was asked to support 

Auditors Report for 1933: Receipts - $35,713.91, the Walter's Falls community in their request to 

Expenditures - $29,234.46, Balance on hand - Ministry of Transportation and Communication to 

$6,479.45. take over road running east and west from Walter's 

1954 October - Mcinnis - Norton that all snow plough-
Falls to No. 10 Highway as a development road. 

ing during the winter of 1954-55 be financed by the 1977 March - Arnold Rosenburg was engaged as the first 
township council, ending the era of snow clubs. full-time clerk treasurer. 

Holland Township float 1952 took second prize at the County Centennial. 
Buck row - Phil McKay, Jack Norton, (;ordon Hanna, Wilhur Suh:lil'l'e, Lyall Mcinnis, Victor Hansen, Heather Holley , Sandra Patton 
Fron/ row - Mrs. Wilbur Sutcliffe, Mrs . Allan Storey, Mrs . Mabel Lauber, Wesley Patton, Allan Store)', Chesler Holley, Bill orlon al back 
in l'ronl of l>utch Mill. He turned a crank inside lo make the fans J.\O around . 
< mtrll:')' ol A llan \1orcy 
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1977 May - Weekly garbage collection came into effect 
under ~uthorization of council. 

1977 November - Township council supported Ontario 
Women's Temperance Union request to raise drink
ing age to nineteen . 

1978 June 6 - Regarding N.E.C. where as it is agreed that 
controls and zoning are essential and in the best in
terest of the public, these needs can best be served 
by local councils and planning boards whose official 
plans and zoning by-laws are under the supervision 
of the Ministry of Housing. There are presently suf
ficient number of Agencies to provide guidance and 
service. There as such planning destroys autonomy 
of municipalities and seriously disrupts any fair and 
equitable system or assessment, by which all munici
palities survive, and whereas such Legislation as Bill 
129 becomes not only unnecessary but unacceptable, 
if not counterproductive. Be it therefore resolved that 
Bill 129 be rescinded. 

1979 March - Holland accepted a tender for $75,987.00 
plus a used caterpillar grader with a value of 
$6,800.00 from Champion Road Machines. 

1979 January 16 -Taylor-Beirnes -That the Clerk apply 
to M.T.C. for Supplementary Subsidy of $85,000.00 
for extra funds to put towards the purchase of a new 
grader. Carried. 

February 6 - Taylor-Beirnes - That the Clerk be 
instructed to contact the municipalities involved with 
the Markdale Fire Department that this township is 
in favour of the Village of Markdale purchasing the 
property and building extension on fire hall discussed 
at a meeting on January 17, 1979 and the townships 
involved would purchase the new fire truck when the 
building is completed. Carried. 

August 14 -A special meeting of Council was held. 
Taylor-Quinton - That the Clerk be instructed to 
contact Consulting firms to request proposals for the 
design of a Municipal Building for the Township of 
Holland and that the deadline for submissions be 
September 4, 1979 and that an hourly rate with an 
upset figure inclusive of all expenses be quoted in the 
event that a consultants proposal be accepted. 
Carried. 

1980 February 5 - Taylor-Quinton - That the Clerk be 
instructed to advertise in the Markdale Standard and 
Owen Sound Sun Times that taxes will be due on 
February 28, 1980, June 30, 1980 and October 31, 
1980. Carried. 
(Previous to this taxes were only due twice yearly: 
June 30th and October 31st) 

May 26 - A special meeting of Council was held. 
E. Knaack, architect was present to discuss the final 
plans for the new Municipal Building. After a review 
of the plans and tender documents the following mo
tion was presented. Beirnes-Taylor - That the Clerk 
be authorized to advertise for tenders for construc
tion of a Municipal Building, Contract No. 8013 and 

that tenders will close Tuesday, June 17, 1980. 
Carried. 

June 19 - Neelands-Beirnes -That Holland Town
ship accept the low tender in the amount of $88,996.00 
received from Clarence H. Graham Construction 
Limited for the construction of municipal offices as 
outlined in letter dated June 19, 1980 from Erdmann 
W. Knaack, architect, and that the Clerk and Reeve 
be authorized to sign the necessary contract papers. 
Carried. Taylor declared a conflict on the motion. 

December 18 - By-Law 1980-65 being a By-law to 
permit part of lots 13 and 14, concession 9 EGR to 
be utilized for an institutionally-related, multi
purpose facility to be called Participation Lodge was 
given three readings, signed by the Reeve and Clerk, 
sealed with the Seal of the Corporation and engrossed 
in the By-law Book. 

December l - Election Year - No election. All of
fices filled by acclamation. 

1981 Janauary 15 - Neelands-Beirnes - That the Clerk 
be instructed to contact the provincial and federal 
governments regarding make-work project grants for 
possible funding of a project to number properties 
in the township for fire department and ambulance 
services. Carried . 

July 16 - Neelands-Quinton - That the Clerk be 
instructed to prepare and circulate letters to all 
Williams' Lake cottage owners and advertise in the 
Owen Sound, Sun Times and the Markdale Standard 
advising of Council's intention to install barriers at 
the Williams' Lake public beach so as to prevent the 
launching of large boats at the public beach in the 
interest of bathers' safety and that the final date for 
written objection to this proposal be August 4th, 1981 
at 12:00 noon. Carried. 

August 4 - Neelands-Quinton - Be it hereby re
solved that the Township of Holland continue to per
mit the public launching of boats at the Williams' 
Lake public beach so as to encourage the Ministry 
of Natural Resources to continue its fish stocking 
program and so as to permit access to those in
dividuals having landlocked cottages and that this 
council encourage the Ontario Provincial Police to 
make regular patrols of the public beach area in order 
to encourage proper public usage of the public beach. 
Carried. 
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Sowerby, William , Sr. . .. ... .. . . .. . . 64 
Sparling, Mrs. Lawrence ......... . .. 85 
Sparrow, Edward .. .... . .... . ...... 44 
Sparrow, Thomas ............. 44, 177 

pears, Clara Louise ...... . ....... 265 
Spears, Edward .. .. .... . . ......... 114 

pears, Herb . .. ... . . . .. ........ .. 265 
Spears, John .......... . .. . ... .. .. 172 
Specht, Charle . . . .... .. .......... 205 
Specht , Ernest .. . ........ . ........ 143 
Speck, Mr. & Mrs. John . .... 195, 290* 
Speck, Mrs. Ru sell .... . ........... 86 
Speck, William . . . . ... ... .... . . . ... 85 
Speilmacker, Mr. & Mrs ......... . . 206 
Spencer, J . E .... . ..... . . . ... . .... 111 
Sports at Williamsford ......... . . 246* 
Springhill Trout Farm .. .. ... . . . . . 188* 
Squires, David ................. . .. 100 
Squirrel, W . J . ... . ... .. ........... 32 
Stafford, Mr. & Mrs. Clarence . . . .. . 55 
Stafford , Mr. & Mrs. Dick .... 144, 270 

tafford, Ed .. .. .... .. ........... 139 
tafford , Mr . & Mrs. Ira . . ........ . 55 

Stafford, Mr. & Mrs . Morrison . . .... 55 
Stafford , Sandra 

(Mrs . William McCauley) ... . ..... 44 
tafford , Stan ... . ..... . ........... 72 

Stafford, Mr. & Mr . Tom .......... 54 
Standing, Douglas ... . . . .......... 130 

tanley, George . . ... . ...... . ...... 263 
Steadman , George ..... . ...... . .... 85 
Steele, Michael, Jr ...... . . . .... . . . . . 6 
Steerman, William ............ 106, 107 
Stephen, Alex ......... . .......... 104 
Stephens, Mrs. Hilda ......... . .... 66 
Stephens, Jean 

(Mrs . Lorne Eldon McCauley) .. ... 43 
Stephens, Rev . W. H . . ......... 68, 184 
Stevens, Myrtle . . .. . .. . .... . .... . . . 41 
Stewart, Rev ....................... 68 
Stewart, Eliza .......... . .......... 39 
Stewart, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel ....... 206 
Stinson , Isaac ..................... 64 

tinson, James ........ .. .... . .... 185 
Stock , Jurgen ........ . ...... . ... 11 7 
Stocks Toy Factory .......... . .... 207 
Stoddart , George . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36, 72 

tooks...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 26* 
Stone, Ida May ... ..... ......... .. . 35 
Stoning Machine ..... . .. . ......... 59* 
Storey, Mr. & Mr\. Allen ... 8, 11 4, 294 
Strangway,, Florence ................ 2 

trangways, Stephen Fox ............ 2 

Strat haven (1982) ... . . 184* , 185* (1921) 
Strat haven Ba ketball Team 

(1921) ....... . . . ............ . . . 242 
Strathaven Baptist W . A ... . . . ..... 260 

trathaven Football Team ........ 243* 
trathaven Memorial Park ....... .. 187 

Strathaven Population (1887) ....... 184 
Strathaven Post masters . ........... 189 
Strathaven Red Cross .. . ..... ... .. 260 
Strathaven Soccer and 

Basketba ll Reun ion . . ......... . . 242 
Strathaven Stores . . ...... . ..... . .. 184 
Sturrock, Bruce and Margaret ...... 21 2 
Subject, Mr. & Mrs. Henry ....... . 263 
Subject, Louis ..... . .... . .. . .... .. 206 
Subject, Mrs. Margaret ... . ... 220, 221 
Sudden, Ro bert . . .. . . .......... .. . 180 
Sudden, R. B ...... . ..... . ...... . . 180 
Sutcliffe, Mr . & Mrs. John ....... . . 55 
Sutcliffe, Mr. & Mrs. Mall hew . . . . .. 55 
Sutcliffe, Mr. & Mrs. Wilbert ... ... . 18 

55, 174, 288, 194 
Sutherland, Miss .. . ... .. ....... . . . 110 
Sutherland , Betty Lou .... . ... 2 16, 219 
Sutherland, Mrs . W. George .... 80, 229 
Sutherland, Harold .... . ... . ... ... 225 
Sutherland, Irene ...... . .. . ..... .. 233 
Sutherland, John . ... .. 77, 78, 136, 138 
Sutherland, Mae and Sarah .. . .... . 266 
Sutherland , Marga ret . . ... . . . ..... . 216 
Sutherland, Marie .. ... .... . ..... . .. 77 
Sutherland, Thomas ... . ........... . 78 
Sutherland, Mr. & Mrs. W. George . . 95 

188,214,215, 231 
Sutherland, Mrs . William M . . .. 80, 231 
Sweiger, Grant ... . ........ .. ..... 214 

T 
Taking Stock to Market . ..... . ... . 33* 
Tanner, Rev . and Mrs. Kenneth . . . . . 85 
Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C ....... . 56 

79, 182, 229, 289 
Taylor, Don and Delphine .. . ... 76, 174 
Taylor, Elizabeth (Mrs . Edge) .... .. 177 
Taylor and Dennison . ... . .... . ... . I 84 
Taylor, Mrs . Eliza ................ 229 
Taylor, Mr. & Mrs . James Harvey ... 57 
Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. Harvey ... .. 56, 80, 

133, 231, 266 
Taylor, Rev. & Mrs. Hugh ...... 56, 80 

180, 289 
Taylor , Mr. & Mrs. James ... 188, 231 • 
Taylor, Jerry ....... .. .. . .. . ....... 79 
Taylor, Lily .. ............. . ...... . 85 
Taylor, M. D . ........ . ..... . .... . 259 
Taylor , Mary Lee ....... . ......... . 94 
Taylor, Margaret (Shier) . ....... . .. 267 
Taylor , Orrie ..... . ................ 13 
Taylor , W. A ...... .. ............. . 64 
Tebbull , Mr . & Mrs. Percy (Sal) ... 154 
Telfer, John . . ...... .. ..... . ...... . . 8 
Telford, John ..... . .............. 211 
Telford , Peter ... ........... . ..... 170 
Telford , Jane . . ............ . ..... . . 97 
Tent Meetings . .. .............. . .. . 84 
Thom, Rus ell ................... . 192 
Thomas, Henry .................... 76 
Thomas House ............... 185 , 187 
Thomas, J ...... . . . .. . . . ......... 126 
T homas, Mr . & Mrs. Jas ..... .... .. 265 
Thompson, Charlie ....... ..... 71 , 115 
Thompson, Mrs. Edgar ........ .... 270 
Thompson, Ellen ................. 265 
Thompson, Henry ................ 177 
Thompson, Mr . & Mrs. John ... 64 , 173 
Thomsit, Mr ....... . .... . .......... 68 
Thomson , Mrs. Ja mes ..... ........ . 78 
Threshing in Ho lla nd ( 1890) .... .. 262* 
Thurburn -Conn , Rev. J ..... ...... . 268 

Tillerman House .................. 174 
Tindale, Mr. & Mrs. Wm . D. 

and family ....... . ......... . ... 193 
Tolton, Mrs. Wayne . ... . ..... 219, 229 
Tolton , Wayne Trucking .. . ........ 161 
Toronto Full of Desperadoes ... . .. . 264 
Torrie, Mr. & Mrs. Alex ...... . .... 20* 
Torrie, Rev. Alexander ............ 289 
Torrie, Alexander and Shirley .. . ... 57* 
Torrie, Mr. & Mrs. Archibald ...... . 57 

289, 138 
Torrie, Arthur ........ . ... . ..... . .. 57 
Torrie, Mr. & Mrs. Clayton . . .. 57, 139 
Torry, Duncan .... . ..... . ........ 102 
Torrie Farm . .. ...... . . . ..... . . . . . 187 
Torrie , Mrs. Ian . ..... . .. . .. .. ..... 57 
Torrie, Maggie ...... . ........... . 115 
Torrie , Robert ............... 185, 188 
Trafford , Alex . . ...... . ...... . ... 130 
Train Derailment .... . ............. 15 
Train Engine Williams Lake ... ... . 200* 
Trampthon , Jerry . . . ......... .. ... 290 
Tressler, Orpha (Krause) ... . .. 234, 291 
Trevis, Susannah . ........... .. ... 136 
Tribble, Dorothy ............. . ... . 34 
Tribble, Mrs. James (Irene) ..... . 80, 95 
Tribble, Mrs. John . . . .. : .... . ... . .. 83 
Tribble, Mr. & Mrs. Norman . .. . .. 156 
Trillium Trout Fish Farm .. . .... . . 173* 
Troller, Peter . .. ... . ....... .. ... . 149 
Troughton, Frank and Gertrude .. .. 170 

171, 174 
Troughton, Samuel ............. 62, 64 
Troughton, Thomas .... . .... .... ... 64 
Troughton, Wes .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. 174 
True, Rev . . ... . ..... .. .. . .... . ... . 84 
Tucker, Rev . William ... . ... . . . .. . . 79 
Turnbull , Mrs. R,pn . . . ....... . 219, 229 

u 
United Brethern . .... .. .... . . . . ... . 71 
United Churches ...... 71 *, 72, 74* , 75* 

76, 77*, 79*, 80*, 81*, 82, 85, 86* , 91* 
United Church Ministers 

Berkeley United . . . . ... . ... .. .... 72 
Harkaway United ........... . .... 75 
Knox United . .. ..... . ...... . .. . . 77 
Massie United . ...... .. ....... . .. 82 

Unwin, Hughie .. . ....... . .... . ... 155 
Unwin, Mr. & Mrs. John ..... 155, 291 

V 
Vanslyke, Louis . . . .......... . 154, 227 
Vessie, Mr. & Mrs. N ......... . ... 179 
Vivian , Rev. L. ............... . .... 68 
Vlielander, Cornelius and Fay .. .. ... 78 
Vlielander, Mrs. J . ........ .. . .... . 231 
Vogan, William . . ............ . .... 172 

w 
Waddell , Mrs ...... . . . ... . . , . . . . . . . 99 
Wales, Mr. & Mrs. H . V . . . . . 256, 291* 

294 
Wakefield, Rev .............. .. ... 268 
Walker, Alexander . . .......... .42, 79 
Walker, Dora Isabel ............... 64 
Walker, Francis ........ . .. . ... . ... 80 
Walker, Mrs. Robert .............. 219 
Walker , Russell . . .................. 84 
Walker table .................. 162* 
Walker , Mr . & Mrs. Wallace a nd 

Ph illip .. ..................... . . 270 
Wallace, Mr . . .................... 132 
Walter , Elmer ... . ........ . ....... 197 
Walter, Geo .................... . 149 
Walt er, James . . . . . . . . ............ 85 
Walter , John .... 67, 130, 149, 189, 192 
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Walter , Mr . & Mrs . Philip ...... 67 , 85 
138, 149 

Walter, Thomas ......... 100, 149, 185 
Walters, Mrs . E . T . ........... . .. . . 64 
Walter 's Falls Aerial view ( I 979) ... I 96* 
Walter ' Falls Busines es ..... . 189, 190, 

191 
Walter ' Falls Community Park . .. 245* 
Walter' s Falls Fair ........... .. .. 2 I o• 
Walter' Falls Mill ........... . 149, I 50 
Walter 's Falls Mill Log Yard . .. ... 149* 
Walter 's Falls Population (1887) . .. . 189 
Walter 's Falls Sports ...... . ... . ... 243 
Walter ' s Falls Store . ...... ...... . 193* 
Wa lter 's Falls Tavern (1902) ... . .. 191 *, 

198 
War Effort (1914-1918) ........ . .. . 253 
War Effort ( 1916) Minute Books ... 254 
Ward, Mrs . Alfred . . ..... 100, 195 , 233 
Ward , James ... . . . . . .. ..... .. . .. . . 85 
Ward, Rt:v. J a mes . . . . . . . . ... .. .... 64 
Warren, A ..... . ............. . . .. . 68 
Warwick , Stephen, Jr. ...... . .. . ... 12 1 
Warwick , Stephen , Sr. ........ . .. . 121 
Waters, Richard . . ... . . ... .. ..... . 111 
Watson, Samuel ..... . .... . 6, 170, 264 
Watt, Hilda Ceaser ... . ...... . .. . 219 
Watts, Bert .. ... . ... . . .. . .. . . . . . . . 72 
Watts, Mrs. !ta .. . ............ 73 , 222 
Watts , Murray . .. . . .... . . .. . .. ... 270 
Watts Residence . ..... . ........ ... 163 

Williams, Beth ........... . ...... . . 76 
Williams' Bible Class .. . ..... . .... . . 61 
Williams, Mr. & Mrs. Ed . . . . .. 76 144 
Williams Family . . . ..... . ... . . 29~: 292 
William , George .... . ...... . .... . 100 
Williams Lake .. . ..... 199* , 202* 209* 
Williams Lake Boarding House and Pupils 

#2 School .. . . .... ............. 20 I• 
Williams, William ........... 61, 75 82 
Williams ford Ball Team ( 193 1) . . .. 246* 
Williams ford Bank of Montreal ... . 206 
Williams ford Communi ty Centre ... 207 

208 
Williamsford Dam and Pond . ..... 204* 
Williamsford Harness Shop ....... 209* 
Williams ford Hotel ........ . ...... 206 
Williamsford Majorettes ........... 249 
Williamsford Population 

( I 865-1866) ..................... 204 
Williamsford Santa Clause 

Parade . . .. . .................. 247* 
Williamson, Mrs . . . .. . .. . . . .. . 103 , I 19 
Williamson, James ........ 57, 137, 138 
Williamson's Garage . . .... . . .... . 162* 
Williscroft, Mr. & Mrs . B .. .... 83, 222 
Williscroft, Harold ........ ..... ... 133 
Williscroft , William .. . . .. ... . .. . ... 96 
Willoughby, Thomas ........ . .... . . 96 
Wilson, Anna May .......... . ..... 289 
Wilson, George ............ . ....... 64 
Wilson, Mr. & Mrs . John A . . . . .. ... . 6 

y 
Yates, James ......... .... .. . ....... 6 
Ya tes, Mary Jane ...... ..... . . .... . 37 
Yates, Tom ......... . ..... . ..•. .. . 37 
Yates, William . .................. 139 
Young, Alvin ...... .. . . ... . . . ..... 129 
Young, Austin ..... . ........... . . . 129 
Young, George ..... ... .. . . . .. .... 129 
Young, Jack . .. .... . ... . . . . . ..... 129 
Young, James . .. .. ... . .•......... 225 
Young, Les ............. . .... . . . . 129 
Young, Lillian . . ......... . .. . . . . . . 226 
Young, Mrs. Russell . . ............. 86 
Young, Rev. E . Ryerson, B.A .. . . . . . 83 
Young, Thomas ......... . . ... 129, 130 
Young, Mrs. Thomas (Jessie) .. 227, 265 
Young, William ... . . . . .. ..... 180, 223 

Watts, Rita ... ... .... . ........... 131 
Watts, William a nd Margaret .... . 292* 
Weatherhead , Mrs. Lloyd ..... . . . .. 2 18 
Weaver , Raeburn & William ... . .... 86 
Webster , Mr. & Mrs. Mel. . . .. . . .... 99 
Webster, Milton . ..... . .... . . .. .. . 154 
Webster, R ..... .. . .. . ". ............ 64 
Weeden , Mr. & Mrs. Cecil . . . . . 99, 155 

2 12 , 227*, 233,279 
Weeden , Cecil a nd Louise ... . . . ... 2 12 
Wellwood , Rev. H . E ., B.A . , B.D ... 83 
Wellwood , Robert . . .. . ....... . .. . .. 8 
Wickham , Mr. .... . ..... . ... . .... 264 
Wieller, Mr. ............... .. . . .... 15 
Wilcox, Miss Helen . . . ... . .. .. . .. . 260 
Weymouth, Mr. & Mrs. Alf 

and family ........ . . . . .... ..... 193 
Whaley, Mrs. Hazel . . . ........... . 286 
Wheildon , Mrs. Ben .. . .... ... .... 154 
Wheildon , Carl . . .. ... ... . ........ 155 
Wheildon , Carson . . . .. . . . . ... 145, 171 
Whei ldon , Dick ... ....... . . .. 154, 155 
Wheildon , Francis, Contractor . 156, 157 
Wheildon, H arry .......... ... .... 155 
Wheildon , Mr. & Mrs. Jim ....... . 155 

157, 227, 236* 
Wheildon , Linda . .. .. . . . ...... . ... 2 18 
Wheildon, Phyllis . . ...... . .. . . .... I 55 
Wheildon, Mrs. Richard . ..... . . .. 227* 
Wheildon , Mr. & Mrs. Walter .... . . 155 

21 8 
Wheler, John Perryman . ... . . . .... . 36 
White, Mrs ......... . .. . ... . . .. . .. . 89 
White , Mary .... .. ....... .... .... .42 
White, Robert . .... .. . . ....... .. .. 267 
Whitney, Dean .......... . ... . ... . 214 
Whitney, Mrs. Harold .... . ........ 259 
Whitney James .. . . . . . ..... .. . . ... 2 14 
Whitney, John and Helen .... . . 76, 214 

2 15, 2 19 
Whitney , Pearl ...... .. ..... ... ... 2 14 
Whitney, TPR . Richard H ........ 258* 
Whittaker , Mrs. J . H . . ........ . ... 136 
Wiggi ns, Thomas ............. . .... 72 
Wilcox, Miss Isabel ........... . ... 260 
Wilde, Isabe ll a ..... .. ....... . ..... 65 
Wilde, William and Ma ryann ........ 65 
Wildeboer, Simon . . ............ ... 173 

138, 195 , 260, 289 
Wilson , Rev . Malcolm . ...... ....... 66 
Wilson, Maude ... .... . . . ... . .. . ... 66 
Wilson, Miss Nett ie . .. . ... . ..... . . . 76 
Wilson, Robert a nd Harriet .. . .... . . 64 
Wilson , W . . .. .................... 74 
Winch , Walter .. . . . .. . ... .. . .. ... . 121 
Winchester, Miss Jessie . . . ... . .. .... 88 
Windle, Chri stie .. . . . . .. .... . .. . .. 173 
Windmill ... . .. . .. . .. . .... . . .. ... 58* 
Winlaw's Mill .... . ............ . . . 151 
Winter, Bessie .................... 180 
Winter , Charles ... . ...... . .. . .. . . . 176 
Winter , Mr. & Mrs. Henry . . . .. . 79, 80 

177, 222 
Winter, Willia m J . . .... . . 146, 176, 180 
Winterburn , John and Mae ..... . . 272* 
Witten, J.B ., Printing . ... .. ...... 164 
Woinowski, C harles ....... . ..... . . 111 
Women 's Institutes 

Arnott . ... . . .. ... .. . . . . .... 227-228 
Arno tt . . . . .......... . .... 88*, 226* 
Dornoch ..... . ..... . ........... 228 
Ho lla nd Centre ...... . . . .. 228 , 230* 

Massie ..................... 229, 231 * 
Walter' s Falls . . ... .. . . . .. . . . ..... 233 
Williams ford . . . . ... . . . . . . .. 233, 234* 
Wood, George .............. . ...... 15 
Woods, Hannah 

(Mrs. Schukneckt) ......... .... . 267 
Woods, Mrs. Ken (Marjorie) .... 99 , 105 
Woods, Melville . ... .. .. ........ . . I 13 
Woods, Mr. & Mrs. Na than, 

Sr., a nd brothers ... . ... . ..... .. 267 
Woods, S .. . . ........... .. ....... . 83 
World Champion for Field Peas ..... 32 
Worthington, Jane & John & 

Olive . ... . . . . ... . . . ..... . ....... 37 
Wray, James ......... .. ......... . . 96 
Wright, Mrs. Chas ......... .. .. . .. I 95 
Wright, Miss Elizabeth ..... . ... . 37, 64 
Wright , Hugh ..... .. ......... . ... 283 
Wright , James . . .. . ..... . . . . 64, 71, 72 
Wright, Mr. & Mrs. Ken .. .... . .. . 259 
Wright, Mae . .................... 226 
Wright, R. K .......... .. ... . ...... 72 
Wright , Mr. & Mrs. William ...... . 146 
Wrobelewski , Mrs. Janet . . .. .. 218, 227 

Williams, Alfred .... 6 , 13 , 44, 174, 185 Wynne, Rev . ... . ........... . ..... . 62 
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